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By Mr. MORAN:

S. 189. A bill to modify the boundary of the
Fort Scott National Historic Site in the
State of Kansas, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Ms.
CANTWELL):

S. 190. A bill to provide for consideration of
the extension under the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act of nonapplication of No-
Load Mode energy efficiency standards to
certain security or life safety alarms or sur-
veillance systems, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. ISAKSON):

S. 191. A bill to improve patient choice by
allowing States to adopt market-based alter-
natives to the Affordable Care Act that in-
crease access to affordable health insurance
and reduce costs while ensuring important
consumer protections and improving patient
care; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 192. A bill to withdraw certain land lo-
cated in Curry County and Josephine Coun-
ty, Oregon, from all forms of entry, appro-
priation, or disposal under the public land
laws, location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws, and operation under the min-
eral leasing and geothermal leasing laws,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr.
COONS):

S. 193. A bill to facilitate nationwide avail-
ability of volunteer income tax assistance
for low-income and underserved populations,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, and Mr. FRANKEN):

S. 194. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to establish a public health in-
surance option, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. KAINE, and Mr. LANKFORD):

S. Res. 18. A resolution reaffirming the
United States-Argentina partnership and
recognizing Argentina’s economic reforms;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON, and Mrs. ERNST):

S. Res. 19. A resolution denouncing the
deadly attack at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood
International Airport, honoring the lives of
the victims, offering condolences to their
families, friends, and all those affected, and
commending the efforts of law enforcement
and emergency response personnel in re-
sponding to the incident; considered and

agreed to.
——
ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 11

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 11, a bill to recognize Jerusalem
as the capital of Israel, to relocate to
Jerusalem the United States Embassy
in Israel, and for other purposes.
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S. 16
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from West Virginia
(Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 16, a bill to require a full audit of
the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System and the Federal re-
serve banks by the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States, and for other
purposes.
S. 18
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 18, a bill to promote freedom, fair-
ness, and economic opportunity by re-
pealing the income tax and other taxes,
abolishing the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, and enacting a national sales tax
to be administered primarily by the
States.
S. 26
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN), the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Sen-
ator from New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND)
were added as cosponsors of S. 26, a bill
to amend the Ethics in Government
Act of 1978 to require the disclosure of
certain tax returns by Presidents and
certain candidates for the office of the
President, and for other purposes.
S. 27
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN), the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 27, a bill to estab-
lish an independent commission to ex-
amine and report on the facts regard-
ing the extent of Russian official and
unofficial cyber operations and other
attempts to interfere in the 2016 United
States national election, and for other
purposes.
S. 33
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from OKklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 33, a bill to provide for con-
gressional approval of national monu-
ments and restrictions on the use of
national monuments, to establish re-
quirements for the declaration of ma-
rine national monuments, and for
other purposes.
S. 57
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 57, a bill to require the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to revoke
bonuses paid to employees involved in
electronic wait list manipulations, and
for other purposes.
S. 59
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
59, a bill to provide that silencers be
treated the same as long guns.
S. 78
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
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RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
78, a bill to provide for reimbursement
for the use of modern travel services by
Federal employees traveling on official
Government business, and for other
purposes.
S. 92
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 92, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to allow for
the personal importation of safe and af-
fordable drugs from approved phar-
macies in Canada.
S. 104
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE),
the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO),
the Senator from New Hampshire (Ms.
HASSAN) and the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. WYDEN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 104, a bill to provide for the
vacating of certain convictions and
expungement of certain arrests of vic-
tims of human trafficking.
S. 139
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from
Utah (Mr. LEE) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 139, a bill to implement the
use of Rapid DNA instruments to in-
form decisions about pretrial release or
detention and their conditions, to solve
and prevent violent crimes and other
crimes, to exonerate the innocent, to
prevent DNA analysis backlogs, and for
other purposes.
S. 141
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 141, a bill to improve un-
derstanding and forecasting of space
weather events, and for other purposes.
S. 143
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
143, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit
against income tax for amounts paid
by a spouse of a member of the Armed
Forces for a new State license or cer-
tification required by reason of a per-
manent change in the duty station of
such member to another State.
8. 172
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 172, a bill to
require the President to withdraw from
the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agree-
ment and to make that Agreement in-
eligible for expedited consideration by
Congress.
8. 175
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 175, a bill to amend the
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Surface Mining Control and Reclama-
tion Act of 1977 to transfer certain
funds to the Multiemployer Health
Benefit Plan and the 1974 United Mine
Workers of America Pension Plan, and
for other purposes.
S. 184
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
184, a bill to prohibit taxpayer funded
abortions.
S.J. RES. 1
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. COTTON), the Senator from Iowa
(Mrs. ERNST), the Senator from Maine
(Mr. KING) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were added as
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 1, a joint resolu-
tion approving the location of a memo-
rial to commemorate and honor the
members of the Armed Forces who
served on active duty in support of Op-
eration Desert Storm or Operation
Desert Shield.
S.J. RES. 6
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 6, a joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relative to
equal rights for men and women.
S. CON. RES. 5
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. b, a concurrent resolution af-
firming the importance of religious
freedom as a fundamental human right
that is essential to a free society and
protected for all people of the United
States under the Constitution of the
United States, and recognizing the
231st anniversary of the enactment of
the Virginia Statute for Religious
Freedom.
S. RES. 6
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO), the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator
from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL), the
Senator from Maine (Mr. KING) and the
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. REED)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 6, a
resolution objecting to United Nations
Security Council Resolution 2334 and
to all efforts that undermine direct ne-
gotiations between Israel and the Pal-
estinians for a secure and peaceful set-
tlement.
S. RES. 15
At the request of Mr. LEE, the names
of the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
LANKFORD) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mrs. FISCHER) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 15, a resolution
expressing the sense of the Senate that
the Mexico City policy should be per-
manently established.

—————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. SCHUMER:
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S. 187. A Dbill for the relief of
Alemseghed Mussie Tesfamical; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 187

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR
ALEMSEGHED MUSSIE TESFAMICAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b) of section 201 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1151)
and section 240 of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1229a),
Alemseghed Mussie Tesfamical shall be eligi-
ble for the issuance of an immigrant visa or
for adjustment of status to that of an alien
lawfully admitted for permanent residence
upon filing an application for issuance of an
immigrant visa under section 204 of such Act
(8 U.S.C. 1154) or for adjustment of status to
lawful permanent resident.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—If Alemseghed
Mussie Tesfamical enters the United States
before the filing deadline specified in sub-
section (c), Alemseghed Mussie Tesfamical
shall be considered to have entered into and
remained lawfully in the United States and,
if otherwise eligible, shall be eligible for ad-
justment of status under section 245 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1255) as of the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION AND PAY-
MENT OF FEES.—Subsections (a) and (b) shall
apply only if the application for issuance of
an immigrant visa or for adjustment of sta-
tus is filed by Alemseghed Mussie Tesfamical
with appropriate fees not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(d) REDUCTION OF IMMIGRANT VISA NUM-
BER.—Upon the granting of an immigrant
visa or permanent residence to Alemseghed
Mussie Tesfamical, the Secretary of State
shall instruct the proper officer to reduce by
1, during the current or next following fiscal
year, the total number of immigrant visas
that are made available to natives of the
country of Alemseghed Mussie Tesfamical’s
birth under section 203(a) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1153(a)) or, if
applicable, the total number of immigrant
visas that are made available to natives of
such country under section 202(e) of such Act
(8 U.S.C. 1152(e)).

(e) BUDGETARY EFFECTS.—The budgetary
effects of this Act, for the purpose of com-
plying with the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go
Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-139), shall be de-
termined by reference to the latest state-
ment titled ‘“‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO
Legislation’ for this Act, submitted for
printing in the Congressional Record by the
Chairman of the Committee on the Budget of
the Senate, provided that such statement
has been submitted prior to the vote on pas-
sage.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself,
Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. CAPITO, and
Mr. ISAKSON):

S. 191. A Dbill to improve patient
choice by allowing States to adopt
market-based alternatives to the Af-
fordable Care Act that increase access
to affordable health insurance and re-
duce costs while ensuring important
consumer protections and improving
patient care; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

January 23, 2017

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, today I
have the privilege, with Senator COL-
LINS, to introduce a replacement bill
for ObamaCare, with her experience as
an insurance commissioner and mine
as a physician caring for the insured
and the underinsured. Let me also give
due credit to PETE SESSIONS in the
House, who has introduced a very simi-
lar bill to come up with something that
we think works not just for the people
we represent but for the entire coun-
try. That is our goal.

I wish to speak on the Patient Free-
dom Act of 2017. Our goal, if you will—
I tell my staff to imagine a woman who
voted for Donald Trump and doesn’t
like ObamaCare, but she has breast
cancer. Her coverage has a $6,000 de-
ductible, but she has coverage. On the
other hand, she wants to see something
different. If we just view our efforts
through the prism of her care, I think
we will do right by the American peo-
ple.

Let me say something else. Again,
our goal is not to come up with a Re-
publican plan; it is not to come up with
an anti-ObamaCare plan; our goal is to
come up with an American patient plan
where, whoever she or he is, they can
feel comfortable that, as a Senate, we
are trying to do right by the American
people.

Let’s go to first principles. First
principles is, we in the Republican
Party think that if you like your in-
surance, you should be able to keep it.
I will come to that later. President
Obama was rightly criticized because
he pledged that, and it turns out it
wasn’t true. That is one of our first
principles, and we mean it.

Secondly, we think the States should
have the power, not the Federal Gov-
ernment. When you speak to Ameri-
cans, they want their State capital to
be the kind of principal force behind
how their insurance is administered,
not our Nation’s Capital, so we return
power to both the States and to pa-
tients.

Lastly, I will say that we are truly
reaching out to Democrats. One of the
criticisms of ObamaCare is that it was
rammed through on a partisan vote
with hardly a consideration given of
Republicans. Senator COLLINS and I are
absolutely open to working with Demo-
crats for this solution.

How do we begin?

We first begin by repealing the
ObamaCare mandates and penalties.
The American people do not like Wash-
ington telling them how to live their
lives. We take those mandates and pen-
alties from both the individual and the
employer and we take them off.

Secondly, we work to make health
care truly affordable. We do this by
giving States a choice to put in what
we call the State alternative. I think
we are going to begin calling it the bet-
ter choice. In the better choice, we
would use tax credits which would go
to those who are eligible and which
would go into an account. If the pa-
tient did nothing, she would have a
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