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line of laser rangefinder targeting devices
and component modules (Transmittal No.
DDTC 16-060); to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

EC-2092. A communication from the Bu-
reau of Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting, pursuant to section
36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, the
certification of a proposed license for the ex-
port of semi-automatic 9mm pistols with
extra magazines and ammunition to Thai-
land in the amount of $1,000,000 or more
(Transmittal No. DDTC 17-025); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2093. A communication from the Bu-
reau of Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting, pursuant to section
36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, the
certification of defense articles, including
technical data, and defense services to Tai-
wan for the MK41 Vertical Launching Sys-
tem in the amount of $14,000,000 or more
(Transmittal No. DDTC 16-071); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2094. A communication from the Bu-
reau of Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting, pursuant to section
36(c) and 36(d) of the Arms Export Control
Act, the certification of defense articles, in-
cluding technical data, and defense services
to Canada to support the manufacture of
Precision Optical Subsystems,
Optomechanical Major Assemblies, and Opti-
cal Components for the AIM-9X Sidewinder
Missile in the amount of $100,000,000 or more
(Transmittal No. DDTC 17-036); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2095. A communication from the Execu-
tive Secretary, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of Admin-
istrator, U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID), received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on June 8, 2017;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2096. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 2017-0113—2017-0122); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments:

S. 696. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to appropriately limit the au-
thority to award bonuses to Federal employ-
ees (Rept. No. 115-127).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 829. A bill to reauthorize the Assistance
to Firefighters Grants program, the Fire
Prevention and Safety Grants program, and
the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emer-
gency Response grant program, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 115-128).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 1099. A bill to provide for the identifica-
tion and prevention of improper payments
and the identification of strategic sourcing
opportunities by reviewing and analyzing the
use of Federal agency charge cards (Rept.
No. 115-129).
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EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON for the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

*Claire M. Grady, of Pennsylvania, to be
Under Secretary for Management, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

*Henry Kerner, of California, to be Special
Counsel, Office of Special Counsel, for the
term of five years.

By Mr. BURR for the Select Committee on
Intelligence.

*David James Glawe, of Iowa, to be Under
Secretary for Intelligence and Analysis, De-
partment of Homeland Security.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. DURBIN, and Ms. HARRIS):

S. 1524. A bill to improve the treatment of
Federal prisoners who are primary caretaker
parents, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MANCHIN:

S. 15625. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
Education to review and score TRIO applica-
tions with minor budgeting errors; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. KING,
Mr. SANDERS, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BROWN, Ms. BALD-
WIN, and Ms. HIRONO):

S. 15626. A bill to appropriate amounts to
the Department of Veterans Affairs to im-
prove the provision of health care to vet-
erans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. MCcCAIN:

S. 15627. A bill to appropriate amounts to
the Department of Veterans Affairs to im-
prove the provision of health care to vet-
erans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr.
SULLIVAN, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 1528. A bill to amend the market name
of genetically altered salmon in the United
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, and Mr. KING):

S. 1529. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand eligibility for the
refundable credit for coverage under a quali-
fied health plan; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr. BEN-
NET):

S. 1530. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to encourage Medicare
beneficiaries to voluntarily adopt advance
directives guiding the medical care they re-
ceive; to the Committee on Finance.
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. CoONS, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
MURPHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER,

Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
PERDUE, Mr. COTTON, and Mr.
MCCAIN):

S. Res. 217. A resolution welcoming Prime
Minister Youssef Chahed of the Tunisian Re-
public on his first official visit to the United
States, congratulating the people of the Tu-
nisian Republic on their embrace of democ-
racy after decades of dictatorship, and en-
couraging future reforms; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and Mr.
MURPHY):

S. Res. 218. A resolution celebrating and
reaffirming the strategic partnership be-
tween the United States and Romania on the
twentieth anniversary of its inception; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 200
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 200, a bill to prohibit the conduct
of a first-use nuclear strike absent a
declaration of war by Congress.
S. 253
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 253, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
peal the Medicare outpatient rehabili-
tation therapy caps.
S. 266
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 266, a bill to award the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Anwar Sadat
in recognition of his heroic achieve-
ments and courageous contributions to
peace in the Middle East.
S. 3712
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 372, a bill to amend the
Tariff Act of 1930 to ensure that mer-
chandise arriving through the mail
shall be subject to review by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection and to re-
quire the provision of advance elec-
tronic information on shipments of
mail to U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection and for other purposes.
S. 617
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 617, a bill to amend the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to des-
ignate certain segments of the Farm-
ington River and Salmon Brook in the
State of Connecticut as components of
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System, and for other purposes.
S. 1756
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
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PORTMAN), the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) and the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) were added as cosponsors of S. 756,
a bill to reauthorize and amend the
Marine Debris Act to promote inter-
national action to reduce marine de-
bris, and for other purposes.
S. 839
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 839, a bill to allow for judicial
review of any final rule addressing na-
tional emission standards for haz-
ardous air pollutants for brick and
structural clay products or for clay ce-
ramics manufacturing before requiring
compliance with such rule.
S. 845
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. UDALL) and the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were
added as cosponsors of S. 845, a bill to
protect sensitive community locations
from harmful immigration enforce-
ment action, and for other purposes.
S. 872
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 872, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
make permanent the extension of the
Medicare-dependent hospital (MDH)
program and the increased payments
under the Medicare low-volume hos-
pital program.
S. 910
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator
from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) were
added as cosponsors of S. 910, a bill to
prohibit discrimination against indi-
viduals with disabilities who need long-
term services and supports, and for
other purposes.
S. 985
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 985, a bill to prohibit the Sec-
retary of the Interior from revising the
approved oil and gas leasing program
for fiscal years 2017 through 2022.
S. 1015
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1015, a bill to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to study the
feasibility of designating a simple,
easy-to-remember dialing code to be
used for a national suicide prevention
and mental health crisis hotline sys-
tem.
S. 1122
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1122, a bill to amend the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act of 1970 to
clarify when the time period for the
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issuance of citations under such Act
begins and to require a rule to clarify
that an employer’s duty to make and
maintain accurate records of work-re-
lated injuries and illnesses is an ongo-
ing obligation.
S. 1132
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1132, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
make permanent the removal of the
rental cap for durable medical equip-
ment under the Medicare program with
respect to speech generating devices.
S. 1151
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1151, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a non-
refundable credit for working family
caregivers.
S. 1182
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS), the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator
from Nevada (Mr. HELLER), the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the
Senator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1182, a bill to
require the Secretary of the Treasury
to mint commemorative coins in rec-
ognition of the 100th anniversary of
The American Legion.
S. 1274
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BoOzZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1274, a bill to direct the Presi-
dent to establish an interagency mech-
anism to coordinate United States de-
velopment programs and private sector
investment activities, and for other
purposes.
S. 1276
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1276, a bill to require the
Attorney General to make a deter-
mination as to whether cannabidiol
should be a controlled substance and
listed in a schedule under the Con-
trolled Substances Act and to expand
research on the potential medical bene-
fits of cannabidiol and other mari-
huana components.
S. 1292
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1292, a bill to amend the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to
monitor and combat anti-Semitism
globally, and for other purposes.
S. 1348
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
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of S. 1348, a bill to amend title XI of
the Social Security Act to require drug
manufacturers to publicly justify un-
necessary price increases.
S. 1403
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from
Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1403, a bill to amend
the Public Lands Corps Act of 1993 to
establish the 21st Century Conserva-
tion Service Corps to place youth and
veterans in national service positions
to conserve, restore, and enhance the
great outdoors of the United States,
and for other purposes.
S. 1414
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1414, a bill to state the policy of
the United States on the minimum
number of available battle force ships.
S. 1462
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. MUR-
PHY) and the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1462, a bill to amend the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care
Act to improve cost sharing subsidies.
S. 1474
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) and the Sen-
ator from Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1474, a
bill to prohibit the use of fiscal year
2018 funds for the closure, consolida-
tion, or elimination of certain offices
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy.
S. 1520
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1520, a bill to expand recreational
fishing opportunities through enhanced
marine fishery conservation and man-
agement, and for other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 21
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 21, a concurrent resolution
urging the Government of the People’s
Republic of China to unconditionally
release Liu Xiaobo, together with his
wife Liu Xia, to allow them to freely
meet with friends, family, and counsel
and seek medical treatment wherever
they desire.
S. RES. 75
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 75, a resolution rec-
ognizing the 100th anniversary of the
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics,
the largest organization of food and nu-
trition professionals in the world.
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S. RES. 154

At the request of Mrs. ERNST, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 154, a resolution promoting aware-
ness of motorcycle profiling and en-
couraging collaboration and commu-
nication with the motorcycle commu-
nity and law enforcement officials to
prevent instances of profiling.

S. RES. 214

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Nevada
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 214, a resolution des-
ignating June 19, 2017, as ‘‘Juneteenth
Independence Day’’ in recognition of
June 19, 1865, the date on which slavery
legally came to an end in the United
States.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. DURBIN, and Ms.
HARRIS):

S. 1524. A bill to improve the treat-
ment of Federal prisoners who are pri-
mary caretaker parents, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, I
rise to introduce the Dignity for Incar-
cerated Women Act (Dignity Act), a
critical criminal justice reform bill
that would provide much needed re-
forms to address the unique needs
women face in Federal prisons. This
legislation helps shed light on the
unique challenges women face behind
bars, which seldom receive the atten-
tion they deserve in our criminal jus-
tice reform efforts. It is time we begin
to remedy the barriers incarcerated
women face, and that’s what this bill
would do. I thank Senators WARREN,
DURBIN, and HARRIS for cosponsoring
this bill, and I am proud to have their
support.

America is truly exceptional when it
comes to incarceration. The TUnited
States has b percent of the world’s pop-
ulation and 25 percent of the globe’s
prison population. Since 1980, our Fed-
eral population has grown by nearly 800
percent.

But let’s look specifically at incar-
cerated women. Only 5 percent of the
world’s female population live in the
United States, but nearly 30 percent of
the world’s incarcerated women are in
our Nation—twice the percentage of
China and four times as much as Rus-
sia. Since 1978, the number of women
incarcerated in State and Federal pris-
ons in the United States has increased
by 716 percent, twice the growth rate of
men. America currently has 110,000
women behind bars, and women ac-
count for a larger proportion of the
prison population than ever before in
our Nation’s history.

The numbers of women in our Fed-
eral prisons has seen substantial
growth. Although women represent a
small percentage of Federal prisoners,
the proportion of women in the Federal
system rose from 12.1 percent in fiscal
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year 2009 to 13.3 percent in fiscal year
2013. Based on the most recent Sen-
tencing Commission data, 9,400 women
were in Federal prisons as of fiscal year
2013. In 2013, more than two-thirds of
women in Federal prison were behind
bars due to nonviolent drug, fraud, or
immigration crimes and over 70 per-
cent of women in Federal prisons had
little or no prior criminal history.

An urgent need exists to address the
unique challenges women face while
behind bars. Women are often primary
caretaker parents, meaning their in-
carceration impacts children. Incarcer-
ated women face the unconscionable
choice of either calling home to talk to
their children or using commissary
funds to buy sanitary napkins. Women
in prison are frequently victims of
trauma. According to data from Vera
Institute of Justice, women in jails
face high-levels of trauma: 86 percent
experienced sexual violence, 77 percent
report partner violence, and 60 percent
were survivors of caregiver violence.
These troubling statistics deserve our
attention.

Today, I'm proud to introduce the
Dignity Act, a comprehensive bill that
would begin to remedy the unique chal-
lenges faced by women behind bars.
The bill would require the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons (BOP) to consider the
location of children when placing an
incarcerated parent in a Federal pris-
on, which helps alleviate the great dis-
tances children and other loved ones
often have to travel to visit incarcer-
ated parents.

The bill would mandate the BOP cre-
ate more generous and uniform visita-
tion hours for primary caretaker par-
ents to provide more easy access to
loved ones while a woman is behind
bars. We know family visitation is a
critical part of a successful reentry
strategy, so this commonsense provi-
sion would help maintain family con-
tact when parents are behind bars. As a
result, this provision makes it less
likely that returning citizens commit
crimes, which would enhance public
safety.

The Dignity Act would ban solitary
confinement and shackling of pregnant
women in Federal prison. Studies con-
firm serious psychological and physical
harm are likely to occur when these
harsh practices are used on pregnant
women. It is time we ban the use of sol-
itary and shackling on pregnant
women and treat these women with the
dignity and respect they deserve.

The bill would also require the BOP
to provide parenting classes to primary
caretaker parents, provide trauma-in-
formed care to victims of trauma, and
allow returning citizens to mentor in-
carcerated people. It would mandate
the BOP train correctional officers in
how to identify trauma victims in pris-
on. This bill would help ensure people
behind bars receive the critical pro-
gramming they need to prepare for re-
entry into society.

The Dignity Act contains numerous
other reforms. It would create an om-
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budsman at the Department of Justice
to look into abuses associated with sol-
itary confinement, prisoner transpor-
tation, strip searches, and other civil
rights abuses. The bill would require
the BOP to eliminate prison phone
rates and mandate all prisons be
equipped with video conferencing,
which the bill ensures would be made
available free of charge to incarcerated
people. The legislation would require
the BOP to make certain health prod-
ucts available for free, such as sanitary
napkins, toothpaste, and ibuprofen.

Other reforms in the bill would pre-
clude correctional officers of the oppo-
site gender of the incarcerated indi-
vidual from conducting strip searches
or entering a restroom of the opposite
gender. The bill has a common-sense
exception for when an incarcerated
woman’s health is in danger and for
other exigent circumstances. The bill
would require the BOP to allow pri-
mary caretaker parents access to the
Residential Drug Abuse Program, a
critical drug treatment program, even
if they fail to admit to having a sub-
stance abuse disorder prior to their in-
carceration. Finally, the Dignity Act
would require the BOP to create a pilot
program for overnight visits for incar-
cerated parents and children.

The legislation has broad support
from organizations like the National
Council for Incarcerated and Formerly
Incarcerated Women and Girls, the
ACLU, the Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights, and the Law-
yers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under
Law.

The Dignity Act would provide crit-
ical reforms to address challenges
women behind bars face. Again, I thank
Senators WARREN, DURBIN, and HARRIS
for their leadership. I am proud to in-
troduce this important criminal justice
reform bill, and I urge my colleagues to
support its speedy passage.

—————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 217—WEL-
COMING PRIME MINISTER
YOUSSEF CHAHED OF THE TUNI-
SIAN REPUBLIC ON HIS FIRST
OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE UNITED
STATES, CONGRATULATING THE
PEOPLE OF THE TUNISIAN RE-
PUBLIC ON THEIR EMBRACE OF
DEMOCRACY AFTER DECADES OF
DICTATORSHIP, AND ENCOUR-
AGING FUTURE REFORMS

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. CooNs, Mr. KAINE, Mr. MURPHY,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. PERDUE, Mr.
CorTON, and Mr. MCCAIN) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 217

Whereas, on December 17, 2010, Mohammad
Bouazizi, a young fruit vendor in Sidi
Bouzid, set himself on fire to protest his un-
just treatment by the regime of Tunisian
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