S3884

In addition to the contributions
BMW has made to South Carolina, we
are also celebrating the strong rela-
tionship between Germany and the Pal-
metto State. Globalization and trade
are crucial to South Carolina’s eco-
nomic success and play a huge role in
maintaining a positive relationship
with the United States and Germany. 1
am proud to be an owner of a made-in-
South Carolina BMW X5 because it rep-
resents all that makes our country
great.

BMW has been a gift that keeps on
giving for South Carolina, and South
Carolina has been a wise investment
for BMW. Thank you to all the hard-
working men and women of South
Carolina who have made this day a pos-
sibility. It is because of their dedica-
tion and diligence that South Carolina
continues to be a prime destination for
companies looking to invest and grow.e

———

RECOGNIZING THE BILLINGS
PUBLIC LIBRARY

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the Billings Public
Library for promoting a center of read-
ing and learning for folks in Montana.

The Billings Public Library was es-
tablished in 1901 and was named for
Parmly Billings, the only member of
the founding Billings family to reside
in the city.

More than 100 years later, the 200,000-
volume library has grown and ex-
panded, entrenching itself deeply in the
fabric of the Billings community. It
has grown from one location to two
and now has two mobile components to
increase the number of people with ac-
cess to the library’s resources.

The Billings Public Library as an in-
stitution has also been tirelessly dedi-
cated to Montana historical preserva-
tion through its ‘“‘Montana Collection,”
which has collected historical informa-
tion about Montana since 1902.

Beyond providing families in Billings
with access to information through
books and computers, the Billings Pub-
lic Library has provided residents with
the opportunity to make their voice
heard and participate in countless
townhall meetings and listening ses-
sions, including many on topics rang-
ing from the future of our public lands
to the quality of care at the VA.

The library will celebrate its 116th
anniversary in August 2017, making it
one of Montana’s oldest and most cher-
ished learning spaces. The Billings
Public Library has had a profound im-
pact on the city of Billings and is a
true example of fine service to the
Montana people.®

———

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF SISSETON,
SOUTH DAKOTA

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Sisseton, SD. The
town of Sisseton will be celebrating its
quasquicentennial on June 14 through
16, 2017. Sisseton will host quasquicen-
tennial events, which include food and
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craft vendors, various exhibits, enter-
tainment, parades, athletic competi-
tions, a veterans museum display, Na-
tive American flute music, a rodeo, and
much more.

Sisseton is located on the northern
edge of the Coteau des Prairies in Rob-
erts County. The Sisseton area has
long been known as a community en-
riched with Native American and im-
migrant history. It is home to more
than 2,450 people and almost 200 busi-
nesses with many unique cultural and
recreational opportunities. Since its
founding 125 years ago, the community
of Sisseton continues to serve as a
strong example of South Dakota values
and traditions.

I offer my congratulations to the
citizens of Sisseton on their
quasquicentennial celebration and wish
them continued prosperity in the years
to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND RICHARD
LEE BUCKINGHAM

e Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President,
today I wish to pay tribute to an excep-
tional faith leader in my own neighbor-
hood in Kensington, MD. After 32 years
of gifted service to St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church in Kensington, the
Reverend Richard Lee Buckingham
will retire at the end of July and it is
an occasion that deserves recognition
and celebration.

My own family worships at St.
Paul’s, and my children have been the
beneficiaries of Rick Buckingham’s
wise counsel and leadership. He has
long directed programs at St. Paul’s
for the benefit of young people, and he
is recognized throughout many faith
communities as a leader in Christian
education and the spiritual nourish-
ment of teens and young adults.

Reverend Buckingham has served in
ministry to the local church for 43
years and arrived at St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church in 1985. He has
worked with nine different senior pas-
tors, offering counsel and wisdom to
each in his role as minister of edu-
cation and youth.

Reverend Buckingham has instructed
over 350 young people during confirma-
tion classes and watched proudly as
they took their vows of faith. He has
led eight different trips to witness the
realities of faith and conflict in the
Holy Land; he escorted young leaders
to eight different international gath-
erings of United Methodist Youth lead-
ers; he organized 20 different youth
mission trips to Appalachia, Puerto
Rico, and places beyond; he has lever-
aged his own interest in church history
to take students to places where they
will learn about their faith and will
conclude that work with a trip to Ger-
many later this year to celebrate the
500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s
launch of the Protestant Reformation.

Rick Buckingham has always been on
the go; always introducing young peo-
ple to a wider world, mindful of the ob-
servation of John Wesley, the founder
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of Methodism, that ‘‘the world is our
parish.” He visits recent graduates of
St. Paul’s UMC at their colleges, con-
ducts their weddings—34 to date—and
takes them to annual rock-faith events
in Ocean City, although I suspect he
uses an occasional earplug.

The reverend is also recognized for
his leadership as a deacon of the United
Methodist Church, a designation with
specific responsibilities, and he has
given to his wider denomination as
much as he has given to his own local
congregation.

Rick Buckingham teaches us all how
to be a ‘“‘humble servant’” in accord-
ance with our faith and at a time when
we need examples of what true commu-
nity service, faith, and civility looks
like in the public square. It is a per-
sonal honor for me to recognize this
leader in my own church and a leader
in the wider community beyond.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3003. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to modify provi-
sions relating to assistance by States, and
political subdivision of States, in the en-
forcement of Federal immigration laws, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 3004. An act to amend section 276 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act relat-
ing to reentry of removed aliens.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 67. Concurrent resolution urg-
ing the Government of the People’s Republic
of China to unconditionally release Liu
Xiaobo, together with his wife Liu Xia, to
allow them to freely meet with friends, fam-
ily, and counsel and seek medical treatment
wherever they desire.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following concurrent resolution
was read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 67. Concurrent resolution urg-
ing the Government of the People’s Republic
of China to unconditionally release Liu
Xiaobo, together with his wife Liu Xia, to
allow them to freely meet with friends, fam-
ily, and counsel and seek medical treatment
wherever they desire; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
without amendment:

S. 123. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to require multi-line tele-
phone systems to have a default configura-
tion that permits users to directly initiate a
call to 9-1-1 without dialing any additional
digit, code, prefix, or post-fix, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 115-124).
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By Mr. McCAIN, from the Committee on
Armed Services, without amendment:

S. 1519. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
115-125).

By Mr. ISAKSON, from the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute:

S. 1024. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reform the rights and proc-
esses relating to appeals of decisions regard-
ing claims for benefits under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115-126).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr.
HEINRICH):

S. 1518. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Labor to enter into contracts with industry
intermediaries for purposes of promoting the
development of and access to apprenticeships
in the technology sector, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. McCAIN:

S. 1519. An original bill to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2018 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes; from the
Committee on Armed Services; placed on the
calendar.

By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
MANCHIN, and Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 1520. A bill to expand recreational fish-
ing opportunities through enhanced marine
fishery conservation and management, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. NELSON:

S. 1521. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to reduce the interest rate
caps for Federal Direct student loans, to
eliminate loan origination fees on all Fed-
eral Direct student loans, and to provide for
refinancing of Federal Direct student loans
and Federal family education loans; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr.
ALEXANDER):

S. 15622. A bill to establish an Every Kid
Outdoors program, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.
LANKFORD):

S. 1523. A bill to provide for additional
safeguards with respect to imposing Federal
mandates, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CRUZ:

S. Res. 216. A resolution calling on the

Government of Iran to release unjustly de-
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tained United States citizens and legal per-
manent resident aliens, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 45
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. HELL-
ER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 45, a
bill to amend the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to increase penalties for
individuals who illegally reenter the
United States after being removed and
for other purposes.
S. 251
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 251, a bill to repeal the
Independent Payment Advisory Board
in order to ensure that it cannot be
used to undermine the Medicare enti-
tlement for beneficiaries.
S. 266
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator
from New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and
the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO)
were added as cosponsors of S. 266, a
bill to award the Congressional Gold
Medal to Anwar Sadat in recognition of
his heroic achievements and coura-
geous contributions to peace in the
Middle East.
S. 322
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 322, a bill to protect victims of do-
mestic violence, sexual assault, stalk-
ing, and dating violence from emo-
tional and psychological trauma
caused by acts of violence or threats of
violence against their pets.
S. 334
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
334, a bill to clarify that a State has
the sole authority to regulate hydrau-
lic fracturing on Federal land within
the boundaries of the State.
S. 378
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 378, a bill to amend titles 5
and 28, United States Code, to require
the maintenance of databases on
awards of fees and other expenses to
prevailing parties in certain adminis-
trative proceedings and court cases to
which the United States is a party, and
for other purposes.
S. 540
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) and the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) were added as cosponsors
of S. 540, a bill to limit the authority of
States to tax certain income of em-
ployees for employment duties per-
formed in other States.
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S. 545
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Alabama (Mr.
STRANGE) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 545, a bill to preserve and protect the
free choice of individual employees to
form, join, or assist labor organiza-
tions, or to refrain from such activi-
ties.
S. 622
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. CoTTON) wWas added as a cosponsor
of S. 622, a bill to preserve open com-
petition and Federal Government neu-
trality towards the labor relations of
Federal Government contractors on
Federal and federally funded construc-
tion projects.
S. 654
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as
cosponsors of S. 654, a bill to revise sec-
tion 48 of title 18, United States Code,
and for other purposes.
S. 683
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 683, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to extend the
requirement to provide nursing home
care to certain veterans with service-
connected disabilities.
S. 705
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
705, a bill to amend the National Child
Protection Act of 1993 to establish a
national criminal history background
check system and criminal history re-
view program for certain individuals
who, related to their employment, have
access to children, the elderly, or indi-
viduals with disabilities, and for other
purposes.
S. 72
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 772, a bill to amend the PRO-
TECT Act to make Indian tribes eligi-
ble for AMBER Alert grants.
S. 819
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 819, a bill to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide
more effective remedies to victims of
discrimination in the payment of
wages on the basis of sex, and for other
purposes.
S. 872
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 872, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to make per-
manent the extension of the Medicare-
dependent hospital (MDH) program and

the increased payments under the
Medicare low-volume hospital pro-
gram.
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