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Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I want to 
be very brief. I know colleagues are 
facing tough weather and are trying to 
deal with the logistics of all that. I just 
want to close with a couple of points. 

The first is that I have heard several 
of my colleagues say to me that a cen-
tral reason for voting for Congressman 
POMPEO this afternoon is that they 
have said that he voted for the USA 
FREEDOM Act. That is correct. The 
problem is that just a few months after 
he cast that vote, the Congressman 
turned around and said he wanted to 
reestablish the bulk phone record pro-
gram in a way that was vastly more 
encompassing and way more intrusive 
than the USA FREEDOM Act abol-
ished. What he was proposing after he 
voted for the USA FREEDOM Act, 
which says that Congress says you 
ought to have limits, was a bulk 
metadata program that was way be-
yond anything that the Bush-Cheney 
administration ever imagined. 

I have been on the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee since before Sep-
tember 11. I have been in the middle of 
countless debates about the appro-
priate scope of government surveil-
lance, but I have never heard—not from 
anyone—an idea that was so extreme 
and so overreaching and so intrusive of 
Americans’ privacy. I bring this up 
only by way of saying that, if con-
firmed, the nominee is going to be 
dealing with a whole host of issues 
that, if we really think it through care-
fully and thoughtfully, we can find a 
way to ensure that Americans have se-
curity and liberty and that the two are 
not mutually exclusive. If we do it 
wrong, which would certainly happen if 
one were to weaken strong encryption, 
we will end up with less of both—less 
security and less liberty. 

With respect to the process, I would 
only say that this matter of the way 
the Congressman handled his views 
with respect to surveillance and tor-
ture and Russia really reflect how his 
views change on a major issue, whether 
it is surveillance or torture or Russia, 
depending on the time and who he is 
talking to. I just don’t think that 
ought to be the standard for winning 
support to head an agency as impor-
tant as the CIA. 

I know my colleagues are on a very 
tight time schedule. I appreciate the 
fact that we have had a chance to have 
this debate. I urge my colleagues to op-
pose this nomination. 

I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

LANKFORD). The Senator from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I am not 
sure if we need to yield back the time 
or not. 

Let me state that the committee had 
an open hearing that was unlimited. 
We didn’t cut off questions. We had a 
closed session that was unlimited. We 
didn’t cut off questions. The nominee 
asked to see every Member and didn’t 
cut off the length of time he was will-
ing to answer any questions. He han-
dled more than 150 questions for the 
record and answered them honestly. At 
the end of the day, when it came to 
those questions that were of most in-
terest to most Members, he said: I am 
going to follow the law. That is exactly 
how we would expect or hope a nomi-
nee would, in fact, respond. 

But I ask you to look at MIKE 
POMPEO, Representative POMPEO, Con-
gressman POMPEO’s record: West Point 
grad, first in his class, served his coun-
try with distinction, went to Harvard, 
opened up an aerospace business, be-
came the CEO, ran a successful busi-
ness, decided that his life needed to 
have community service in it, ran for 
Congress, served four terms rep-
resenting Kansas’s Fourth District. 

This is an individual who, as a mem-
ber of the House Intelligence Com-
mittee, committed to do the things 
that—as the Presiding Officer knows 
because he is on the Senate select com-
mittee—are tough to do. He traveled 
around the world to see firsthand the 
men and women who operate in the 
shadows; the ones who we, on behalf of 
our other Members of the Senate, cer-
tify are living within the letter of the 
law, that they do things that only they 
can do because of the positions they 
hold, but they do it with the laws of 
the United States in place. And the 15 
of—those of us who serve on the com-
mittee certified that for our colleagues 
because in many cases they can’t see 
behind the curtain with the clarity we 
can. 

MIKE POMPEO did that. He traveled 
around the world. He saw firsthand 
what these men and women do. They 
are invaluable to the security of this 
country, and, I might add, they are in-
valuable to the policies we as legisla-
tors put in place because they provide 
us with the intelligence we need to 
make the right decisions. That is MIKE 
POMPEO. That is the person whom the 
President has nominated to be CIA Di-
rector. I am not sure you can find a 
glove that fits any better for the Agen-
cy, for the Congress of the United 
States, and for the administration, but 
more importantly, for the American 
people. This glove fits perfectly to 
make sure they are performing to keep 
America safe. 

I hope all of my colleagues will vote 
for MIKE POMPEO’s confirmation. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kentucky. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that all debate 
time on the nomination be yielded 
back. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Pompeo nomi-
nation? 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MORAN). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 66, 
nays 32, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 32 Ex.] 
YEAS—66 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCain 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Perdue 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—32 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 

Durbin 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Harris 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Leahy 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murray 

Nelson 
Paul 
Peters 
Sanders 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Blumenthal Murphy 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

LANKFORD). Under the previous order, 
the motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

The Senator from Kansas. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO TODD NOVASCONE 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I would 
like to take just a few moments of the 
Senate’s time this evening. We all 
work in an environment in which we 
are surrounded by dedicated people. 
One of those in my world, Todd 
Novascone, who has been my chief of 
staff for 12 years, has had his last day 
of work in our office today. I wanted to 
take just a few moments to pay tribute 
to him and others like him. 
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I think we are here because we want 

to make a difference. I have no doubt 
that is the case for my 99 colleagues 
here on the Senate floor, but it is also 
true for all the folks who work here in 
the Senate Chamber, who work in our 
individual offices, and who work in the 
committees. The goal is to be in the 
Nation’s Capital in the hope that we 
can make better things happen for 
America. I have had the privilege of 
being surrounded by many dedicated 
individuals—most of them Kansans— 
over the period of time that I have 
served in the Congress of the United 
States of America. I know that my 
ability to work on behalf of Kansans 
and on behalf of the citizens of our Na-
tion is greatly altered and improved by 
the fact that people who care about 
America, who care about our home 
State, are there by my side. One of 
those most important to me has been 
my chief of staff. 

Todd was an elected official in his 
own right. He was elected to the Kan-
sas House of Representatives and 
served there with distinction. Twelve 
years ago, back in the days when I was 
a Member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, I asked him to uproot his 
family and move to Washington, DC, 
and assume the task of managing our 
office and helping accomplish the 
things that we all wanted to accom-
plish. He has done it with great style 
and with grace and with friendship. He 
has been the person who has motivated 
us to do better and has always done it 
in a way in which we felt good about 
what we were doing, in a management 
style that made us feel good about our-
selves, bringing us together, not taking 
us apart, making certain we knew that 
the outcome was important, but how 
we got there—matters that are impor-
tant to us as individuals, as human 
beings with integrity, doing things 
right, telling the truth—those things 
were always honored and achieved be-
cause of his leadership. 

People are hard to replace, and Todd 
is especially difficult to replace. I 
spend almost every week in the Na-
tion’s Capital, away from my own fam-
ily. Like many people here in the Sen-
ate, those who work in our offices be-
come part of our family. That is cer-
tainly true with the people who work 
in my office today. I feel that, al-
though when I came to Congress I was 
more their age, now there is a signifi-
cantly wider gap in the age of our staff 
and me. But my wife and I believe that 
I am surrounded by people who are part 
of our family, and Todd is certainly 
that. In fact, his family grew while he 
was my chief of staff. His two children, 
Grace and Will, were born during the 
days of his time as an employee in our 
office. Again, as a reminder about how 
to put things in perspective, he was al-
ways taking care of his kids. He was al-
ways there for their school activities, 
part of the school board, involved in 
their athletic and musical activities. 
That is a good thing for a chief of staff 
to know because if it is important to 

him, he will make certain that his 
commitment is permitted, honored, 
and encouraged by those who work in 
the office. 

So tonight, I just want to say thank 
you to Todd Novascone from Hanover, 
KS, who decided to devote 12 years of 
his life here in the Nation’s Capital, 
trying to make things better, trying to 
make our office work well, and trying 
to achieve the things all of us want to 
achieve for our Nation. So, Todd 
Novascone, thank you for a job well 
done, thank you for being my friend, 
and thank you for the way you have 
conducted yourself on my behalf. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I have 
one more role to undertake this 
evening. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate be in a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING JAMES H. ‘‘JIM’’ 
SKAGGS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to remember the life of 
James H. ‘‘Jim’’ Skaggs, a Louisville 
resident, who passed away in December 
at the age of 94. To his family, his 
church community, and to those who 
knew him, Jim was a man known for 
his kindness, patience, and compassion. 
As a member of this Nation’s Greatest 
Generation, he was an example of com-
mitment and devotion. 

Like so many other brave men and 
women, Jim answered his country’s 
call in the Second World War. Ken-
tucky has a proud history of military 
service, and Jim is a fine model of that 
tradition. As a staff sergeant in the 
755th Railway Battalion, U.S. Army 
Transportation Corps in England, 
France, and Belgium, Jim showed the 
deep passion he held for his country. 

Jim leaves behind a legacy of love 
and family. His daughter Debbie is my 
personal friend and archivist. If it is 
possible to measure a father by his 
daughter, Jim will surpass all stand-
ards. She is impressive in her own 
right, and she is surely a reflection of 
him. He will be remembered fondly. 
Elaine and I send our deepest condo-
lences to Jim’s family and friends. 

f 

REMEMBERING ROBERT L. ‘‘BOB’’ 
WILLIAMS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to pay tribute to a good 
friend and a true Kentucky hero, Rob-
ert L. ‘‘Bob’’ Williams. Bob, a northern 

Kentucky native, passed away in De-
cember at the age of 94. He left behind 
many loved ones, including his wife, 
Barbara, but he also left his mark on 
our Nation and the Commonwealth. 

As a member of the Greatest Genera-
tion, Bob answered the call of duty and 
bravely served in World War II. On 
June 6, 1944, he was one of the first Al-
lied paratroopers to land during the D- 
day invasion. With his fellow soldiers, 
Bob fought well behind enemy lines be-
fore the beach battle began. His mis-
sion to secure roads and bridges was 
vital to the success of the entire oper-
ation. 

With uncommon courage, Bob and his 
comrades completed their dangerous 
mission, overcoming enemy fire and 
capturing the crucial junctures. Once 
the invasion began, they continued 
their fight joining the largest amphib-
ious assault in world history. Without 
faltering, Bob heroically battled for 10 
more days, before suffering a serious 
injury on June 16, 1944. 

It is without question that Bob’s ac-
tions during the war displayed the 
highest possible valor. But his actions 
after the war proved his dedication to 
those who lost their lives on the battle-
field. He spent his life after the War 
commemorating those who served in 
any way possible. If there was a parade 
to march in, you can be sure that Bob 
marched in it. To remember the 50th 
anniversary of the D-day invasion, Bob 
joined other veterans and parachuted 
into Normandy again. In an interview 
with the Lexington Herald-Leader, Bob 
remembered ‘‘[t]he government said, 
‘There’s no way we’re going to let you 
do that, you’re all too old.’ [. . .] We did 
it anyway.’’ 

The following week, TIME magazine 
published a double-page, full color pic-
ture of Bob. Triumphantly walking 
away from his 1994 jump with dozens of 
parachutes still gliding behind him, 
Bob looked overjoyed. He was paying 
tribute to his comrades, those with 
him on that day and those who were 
not. 

To further honor those with whom he 
served, Bob wrote a book to share vet-
erans’ stories of the war for future gen-
erations. He has impacted countless 
lives and is someone I very much re-
spect and admire. 

In 2013, it was my privilege to rec-
ommend Bob for admission to the Ken-
tucky Veterans Hall of Fame. This 
honor was a recognition of something I 
already knew well: Bob exemplifies the 
highest American values of service, 
self-sacrifice, and heroism. 

Bob’s family represents the greatest 
of Kentucky values with kindness, 
compassion, and charity. It was easy to 
see the love between Bob and his wife, 
Barbara, and they raised wonderful 
children in Barbara, Diane, Jeffrey, 
Kim, and Kevin. Although they endure 
the pain of loss, I know they are com-
forted in the memory of Bob’s deep 
love for all of them. 

My wife, Elaine, and I were deeply 
saddened to hear the news of Bob’s 
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