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provide financial services to cannabis- 
related businesses, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1158 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1158, a bill to help prevent acts of geno-
cide and other atrocity crimes, which 
threaten national and international se-
curity, by enhancing United States 
Government capacities to prevent, 
mitigate, and respond to such crises. 

S. 1197 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1197, a bill to waive the 24- 
month waiting period for Medicare eli-
gibility for individuals disabled by 
Huntington’s disease. 

S. 1201 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

the name of the Senator from Maine 
(Mr. KING) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1201, a bill to allow individuals liv-
ing in areas without qualified health 
plans offered through an Exchange to 
have similar access to health insurance 
coverage as Members of Congress and 
congressional staff. 

S. 1312 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1312, a bill to prioritize the fight 
against human trafficking in the 
United States. 

S. 1318 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1318, a bill to protect the 
rights of passengers with disabilities in 
air transportation, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1320 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1320, a bill to reform ap-
portionments to general aviation air-
ports under the airport improvement 
program, to improve project delivery 
at certain airports, and to designate 
certain airports as disaster relief air-
ports, and for other purposes. 

S. 1323 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1323, a bill to preserve United States 
fishing heritage through a national 
program dedicated to training and as-
sisting the next generation of commer-
cial fishermen, and for other purposes. 

S. 1361 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1361, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
allow physician assistants, nurse prac-
titioners, and clinical nurse specialists 
to supervise cardiac, intensive cardiac, 
and pulmonary rehabilitation pro-
grams. 

S. 1393 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1393, a bill to 
streamline the process by which active 
duty military, reservists, and veterans 
receive commercial driver’s licenses. 

S. 1426 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1426, a bill to amend the Ted Stevens 
Olympic and Amateur Sports Act to 
expand the purposes of the corporation, 
to designate the United States Center 
for Safe Sport, and for other purposes. 

S. 1432 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1432, a bill to prevent the 
Federal Aviation Administration’s Air-
craft Registry Office from closing dur-
ing a Government shutdown. 

S. 1441 

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1441, a bill to provide funding 
for Federally Qualified Health Centers, 
the National Health Service Corps, 
Teaching Health Centers, and the 
Nurse Practitioner Residency Training 
program. 

S.J. RES. 5 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 5, a joint resolution re-
moving the deadline for the ratifica-
tion of the equal rights amendment. 

S. CON. RES. 6 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 6, a concurrent 
resolution supporting the Local Radio 
Freedom Act. 

S. RES. 54 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. BOOKER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 54, a resolution ex-
pressing the unwavering commitment 
of the United States to the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. 

S. RES. 168 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 168, a resolution supporting 
respect for human rights and encour-
aging inclusive governance in Ethiopia. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, 
Mr. HELLER, Mr. BENNET, and 
Mr. GARDNER): 

S. 1464. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the ex-
clusion for energy conservation sub-
sidies provided by public utilities to in-

clude subsidies provided by public util-
ities and State and local governments 
for water conservation and storm 
water management; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, 
today Senators HELLER, BENNET, GARD-
NER, and I are introducing the Water 
Conservation Tax Parity Act. This bill 
would exempt the value of residential 
water conservation and storm water 
runoff management rebates from gross 
income calculations. 

California and the western States 
have been facing a severe drought. 
Some public utilities, state and local 
governments, and water management 
providers offer programs to promote 
water conservation and storm water 
management by providing subsidies. 
These programs help stimulate respon-
sible water use; however, residential 
participation is essential to their suc-
cess. 

For example, the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California has of-
fered a rebate program to encourage 
residents to replace turf with more 
water-responsible landscapes. More 
than 23,000 households have benefited 
from the turf removal rebates, and the 
average rebate per household covers 
1,500 square feet or about $3,000, which 
covers about half of the cost to the 
resident. 

Section 136 of the Internal Revenue 
Code already exempts energy conserva-
tion rebates from inclusion in gross in-
come. However, there is no Federal ex-
emption for water conservation or 
storm water management measures, 
which may undermine incentives for 
participation in these programs. These 
programs are just as valuable as energy 
conservation programs and should be 
treated equally in the tax code. This 
bill would simply exempt water con-
servation and storm water manage-
ment rebates from being included in 
gross income and would be retroactive 
to 2015. This would maintain the im-
portant incentives for resident partici-
pation in critical water conservation 
measures. 

This bill is supported by a coalition 
of organizations and public utilities, 
including the Western Urban Water Co-
alition, Alliance for Water Efficiency, 
American Water Works Association, 
National Association of Water Compa-
nies, U.S. Water Alliance, Association 
of Water Agencies, WaterNow Alliance, 
Western Coalition of Arid States, and 
National Water Resources Association. 
This bill is crucial to ensuring resi-
dents continue participating in water 
conservation and storm water manage-
ment programs. 

Mr. President, I strongly urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation 
and am hopeful that this Congress will 
move it forward. 

Thank you. I yield the floor. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mr. MURPHY): 

S. 1466. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Defense to award grants to 
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fund research on orthotics and pros-
thetics, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1466 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Wounded 
Warrior Research Enhancement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ORTHOTIC AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the grants 
described in this section is to advance 
orthotic and prosthetic clinical care for 
members of the Armed Forces, veterans, and 
civilians who have undergone amputation, 
traumatic brain injury, and other serious 
physical injury as a result of combat or mili-
tary experience. 

(b) GRANTS FOR RESEARCH ON PATIENT OUT-
COMES.—The Secretary of Defense shall 
award grants to persons to carry out re-
search on the following: 

(1) The actions that can be taken to pre-
vent amputation of limbs. 

(2) The point in the course of patient treat-
ment during which orthotic and prosthetic 
intervention is most effective. 

(3) The orthotic interventions that are 
most effective in treating the physical ef-
fects of traumatic brain injury. 

(4) The patients that benefit most from 
particular orthotic and prosthetic tech-
nologies. 

(5) The orthotic and prosthetic services 
that best facilitate the return to active duty 
of members of the Armed Forces. 

(6) The effect of the aging process on the 
use of prosthetics, including— 

(A) increased skin breakdown; 
(B) loss of balance; 
(C) falls; and 
(D) other issues that arise during the aging 

process. 
(c) GRANTS ON MATERIALS RESEARCH.—The 

Secretary shall award grants to persons to 
carry out research on the following: 

(1) The improvement of existing materials 
used in orthotics and prosthetics for the pur-
pose of improving quality of life and health 
outcomes for individuals with limb loss. 

(2) The development of new materials used 
in orthotics and prosthetics for the purpose 
of improving quality of life and health out-
comes for individuals with limb loss. 

(d) GRANTS ON TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH.— 
The Secretary shall award grants to persons 
to carry out research on the following: 

(1) The improvement of existing orthotic 
and prosthetic technology and devices for 
the purpose of improving quality of life and 
health outcomes for individuals with limb 
loss. 

(2) The development of new orthotic and 
prosthetic technology and devices for the 
purpose of improving quality of life and 
health outcomes for individuals with limb 
loss. 

(e) REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS.—A person 
seeking the award of a grant under this sec-
tion shall submit to the Secretary an appli-
cation therefor in the form and accompanied 
by such information as the Secretary shall 
require. 

(f) AWARD REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) PEER-REVIEWED PROPOSALS.—Grants 

under this section may be awarded only for 
research that is peer-reviewed. 

(2) COMPETITIVE PROCEDURES.—Grants 
under this section shall be awarded through 
competitive procedures. 

(g) GRANT USE.—A person awarded a grant 
under subsection (b), (c), or (d) shall use the 
grant amount to carry out the research de-
scribed in the applicable subsection. 

(h) REPORTS.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
not less frequently than annually thereafter, 
the Secretary of Defense shall, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
veterans, community-based clinicians, and 
expert researchers in the field of orthotics 
and prosthetics, submit to Congress a report 
setting forth the following: 

(1) An agenda for orthotic and prosthetic 
research that identifies and prioritizes the 
most significant unanswered orthotic and 
prosthetic research questions pertinent to 
the provision of evidence-based clinical care 
to members of the Armed Forces, veterans, 
and civilians. 

(2) For each report after the initial report 
under this subsection— 

(A) a summary of how the grants awarded 
under subsection (b) are addressing the most 
significant orthotic and prosthetic needs; 
and 

(B) the progress made towards resolving 
orthotic and prosthetic challenges facing 
members of the Armed Forces and veterans. 

(i) VETERAN DEFINED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘veteran’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 101 of title 38, United States 
Code. 

(j) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated for 
fiscal year 2018 for the Department of De-
fense for the Defense Health Program, 
$30,000,000 to carry out this section. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. NELSON, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, and 
Mr. PETERS): 

S. 1467. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to award 
grants to establish, or expand upon, 
master’s degree programs in orthotics 
and prosthetics, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1467 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Wounded 
Warrior Workforce Enhancement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ORTHOTICS AND PROSTHETICS EDU-

CATION IMPROVEMENT. 
(a) GRANTS REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs shall award grants to eligible institu-
tions to enable the eligible institutions— 

(A) to establish a master’s degree program 
in orthotics and prosthetics; or 

(B) to expand upon an existing master’s de-
gree program in orthotics and prosthetics, 
including by admitting more students, fur-
ther training faculty, expanding facilities, or 
increasing cooperation with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Defense. 

(2) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall give pri-
ority in the award of grants under this sec-
tion to eligible institutions that have en-
tered into a partnership with a medical cen-
ter or clinic administered by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs or a facility administered 

by the Department of Defense, including by 
providing clinical rotations at such medical 
center, clinic, or facility. 

(3) GRANT AMOUNTS.—Grants awarded 
under this section shall be in amounts of not 
less than $1,000,000 and not more than 
$1,500,000. 

(b) REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and not less frequently than annually there-
after for two years, the Secretary shall issue 
a request for proposals from eligible institu-
tions for grants under this section. 

(2) PROPOSALS.—An eligible institution 
that seeks the award of a grant under this 
section shall submit an application therefor 
to the Secretary at such time, in such man-
ner, and accompanied by such information as 
the Secretary may require, including— 

(A) demonstration of a willingness and 
ability to participate in a partnership de-
scribed in subsection (a)(2); and 

(B) a commitment, and demonstration of 
an ability, to maintain an accredited 
orthotics and prosthetics education program 
after the end of the grant period. 

(c) GRANT USES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible institution 

awarded a grant under this section shall use 
grant amounts to carry out any of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Building new or expanding existing 
orthotics and prosthetics master’s degree 
programs. 

(B) Training doctoral candidates in fields 
related to orthotics and prosthetics to pre-
pare them to instruct in orthotics and pros-
thetics programs. 

(C) Training faculty in orthotics and pros-
thetics education or related fields for the 
purpose of instruction in orthotics and pros-
thetics programs. 

(D) Salary supplementation for faculty in 
orthotics and prosthetics education. 

(E) Financial aid that allows eligible insti-
tutions to admit additional students to 
study orthotics and prosthetics. 

(F) Funding faculty research projects or 
faculty time to undertake research in the 
areas of orthotics and prosthetics for the 
purpose of furthering their teaching abili-
ties. 

(G) Renovation of buildings or minor con-
struction to house orthotics and prosthetics 
education programs. 

(H) Purchasing equipment for orthotics 
and prosthetics education. 

(2) LIMITATION ON CONSTRUCTION.—An eligi-
ble institution awarded a grant under this 
section may use not more than 50 percent of 
the grant amount to carry out paragraph 
(1)(G). 

(3) ADMISSIONS PREFERENCE.—An eligible 
institution awarded a grant under this sec-
tion shall give preference in admission to the 
orthotics and prosthetics master’s degree 
programs to veterans, to the extent prac-
ticable. 

(4) PERIOD OF USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible 
institution awarded a grant under this sec-
tion may use the grant amount for a period 
of three years after the award of the grant. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘eligible institution’’ means 

an educational institution that offers an 
orthotics and prosthetics education program 
that— 

(A) is accredited by the National Commis-
sion on Orthotic and Prosthetic Education in 
cooperation with the Commission on Accred-
itation of Allied Health Education Programs; 
or 

(B) demonstrates an ability to meet the ac-
creditation requirements for orthotic and 
prosthetic education from the National Com-
mission on Orthotic and Prosthetic Edu-
cation in cooperation with the Commission 
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on Accreditation of Allied Health Education 
Programs if the institution receives a grant 
under this section. 

(2) The term ‘‘veteran’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 101 of title 38, 
United States Code. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 

appropriated for fiscal year 2018 for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, $15,000,000 to 
carry out this section. The amount so au-
thorized to be appropriated shall remain 
available for obligation until September 30, 
2020. 

(2) UNOBLIGATED AMOUNTS TO BE RETURNED 
TO THE TREASURY.—Any amounts authorized 
to be appropriated by paragraph (1) that are 
not obligated by the Secretary as of Sep-
tember 30, 2020, shall be returned to the 
Treasury of the United States. 
SEC. 3. CENTER OF EXCELLENCE IN ORTHOTIC 

AND PROSTHETIC EDUCATION. 
(a) GRANT FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF CEN-

TER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs shall award a grant to an eligible in-
stitution to enable the eligible institution— 

(A) to establish the Center of Excellence in 
Orthotic and Prosthetic Education (in this 
section referred to as the ‘‘Center’’); and 

(B) to enable the eligible institution to im-
prove orthotic and prosthetic outcomes for 
veterans, members of the Armed Forces, and 
civilians by conducting evidence-based re-
search on— 

(i) the knowledge, skills, and training most 
needed by clinical professionals in the field 
of orthotics and prosthetics; and 

(ii) how to most effectively prepare clinical 
professionals to provide effective, high-qual-
ity orthotic and prosthetic care. 

(2) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall give pri-
ority in the award of a grant under this sec-
tion to an eligible institution that has in 
force, or demonstrates the willingness and 
ability to enter into, a memoranda of under-
standing with the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the Department of Defense, or other 
appropriate Federal agency, or a cooperative 
agreement with an appropriate private sec-
tor entity, which memorandum of under-
standing or cooperative agreement provides 
for either, or both, of the following: 

(A) The provision of resources, whether in 
cash or in kind, to the Center. 

(B) Assistance to the Center in conducting 
research and disseminating the results of 
such research. 

(3) GRANT AMOUNT.—The grant awarded 
under this section shall be in the amount of 
$5,000,000. 

(b) REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall issue a request for pro-
posals from eligible institutions for the 
grant under this section. 

(2) PROPOSALS.—An eligible institution 
that seeks the award of the grant under this 
section shall submit an application therefor 
to the Secretary at such time, in such man-
ner, and accompanied by such information as 
the Secretary may require. 

(c) GRANT USES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The eligible institution 

awarded the grant under this section shall 
use the grant amount as follows: 

(A) To develop an agenda for orthotics and 
prosthetics education research. 

(B) To fund research in the area of 
orthotics and prosthetics education. 

(C) To publish or otherwise disseminate re-
search findings relating to orthotics and 
prosthetics education. 

(2) PERIOD OF USE OF FUNDS.—The eligible 
institution awarded the grant under this sec-
tion may use the grant amount for a period 
of five years after the award of the grant. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘eligible institution’’ means 

an educational institution that— 
(A) has a robust research program; 
(B) offers an orthotics and prosthetics edu-

cation program that is accredited by the Na-
tional Commission on Orthotic and Pros-
thetic Education in cooperation with the 
Commission on Accreditation of Allied 
Health Education Programs; 

(C) is well recognized in the field of 
orthotics and prosthetics education; and 

(D) has an established association with— 
(i) a medical center or clinic of the Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs; and 
(ii) a local rehabilitation hospital. 
(2) The term ‘‘veteran’’ has the meaning 

given that term in section 101 of title 38, 
United States Code. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated for 
fiscal year 2018 for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, $5,000,000 to carry out this sec-
tion. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 204—HON-
ORING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF SELFRIDGE AIR NATIONAL 
GUARD BASE IN HARRISON 
TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN 
Mr. PETERS (for himself and Ms. 

STABENOW) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Armed Services: 

S. RES. 204 

Whereas 2017 marks the 100th anniversary 
of a military installation operating in Har-
rison Township, Michigan; 

Whereas Selfridge Air National Guard Base 
is named after Army 1st Lieutenant Thomas 
E. Selfridge, who saw the potential of pow-
ered flight; 

Whereas Lieutenant Selfridge became the 
first casualty of flight when he was killed 
during a demonstration flight with Orville 
Wright in 1908; 

Whereas the Army commissioned Selfridge 
Field on July 1, 1917, and the first flight oc-
curred on July 8, 1917; 

Whereas, on June 27, 1919, Selfridge Field 
became the home of the 1st Pursuit Group, 
the oldest combat group in the Air Force; 

Whereas, on October 14, 1922, 1st Lieuten-
ant Russell Maughan flew the first aircraft 
to exceed 200 miles per hour at Selfridge 
Field; 

Whereas the 332d Fighter Group of the 
Tuskegee Airmen moved to Selfridge Field 
on March 29, 1943, and Colonel Benjamin O. 
Davis became its first African-American 
commander on October 8, 1943; 

Whereas, on July 20, 1948, the first trans-
atlantic flight by a fighter aircraft launched 
from Selfridge Field headed to Berlin during 
the Berlin Airlift; 

Whereas, on July 1, 1971, Selfridge Field 
was transferred to the Michigan Air National 
Guard, becoming the first major active Air 
Force base to come under control of the Air 
National Guard; 

Whereas, in 1991, Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base founded the first STARBASE 
program, a Department of Defense program 
for students in kindergarten through 12th 
grade that provides math and science edu-
cation; 

Whereas the 127th Wing of the Michigan 
Air National Guard was established at 
Selfridge Air National Guard Base on April 1, 
1996; 

Whereas Selfridge Air National Guard Base 
is the host to at least 40 tenant units rep-

resenting every branch of the Armed Forces, 
the Coast Guard, and representing members 
of the Armed Forces serving on active duty, 
in a reserve component, or in the National 
Guard; 

Whereas Selfridge Air National Guard Base 
is the home to the KC-135 Stratotanker and 
the A-10 Thunderbolt II; and 

Whereas, as of the date of agreement to 
this resolution, Selfridge Air National Guard 
Base is being considered to host the F-35 
Lightning II, the Air Force’s newest fifth- 
generation fighter: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors Selfridge Air National Guard 

Base in Harrison Township, Michigan, on its 
100th anniversary; and 

(2) commends the thousands of men and 
women who have worked and trained at 
Selfridge Air National Guard Base. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 205—HON-
ORING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF FORT CUSTER IN AUGUSTA, 
MICHIGAN 

Mr. PETERS (for himself and Ms. 
STABENOW) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: 

S. RES. 205 

Whereas 2017 marks the 100th anniversary 
of a military installation operating in Au-
gusta, Michigan; 

Whereas Fort Custer is named after Major 
General George Armstrong Custer, a native 
of Monroe, Michigan, and a prominent Civil 
War cavalry commander; 

Whereas the United States Army pur-
chased 130 parcels of Michigan farmland to 
begin constructing Camp Custer in 1917; 

Whereas more than 100,000 soldiers from 
Michigan and Wisconsin trained at Camp 
Custer before serving in Europe during World 
War I as part of the American Expeditionary 
Forces; 

Whereas Camp Custer became the district 
headquarters of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps for Michigan’s Lower Peninsula during 
the Great Depression; 

Whereas Congress officially designated 
Camp Custer as Fort Custer on August 17, 
1940, recognizing it as a permanent military 
training base; 

Whereas, in preparation for World War II 
engagement, Fort Custer expanded to 16,000 
acres with accommodations for nearly 1,300 
officers and more than 27,500 troops; 

Whereas more than 300,000 troops were 
trained at Fort Custer throughout World 
War II, including the 5th Infantry ‘‘Red Dia-
mond’’ Division that left for combat in Nor-
mandy, France, in June 1944; 

Whereas Fort Custer served as a prisoner 
of war camp for approximately 5,000 German 
soldiers during World War II; 

Whereas approximately 17,000 troops were 
trained at Fort Custer during the Korean 
War in the 1950s; 

Whereas the United States Air Force es-
tablished the Custer Air Force Station in 
1956, which served as part of the North Amer-
ican Air Defense System for a decade begin-
ning in 1959; 

Whereas Fort Custer offered free education 
and vocational training to youth between 
the ages of 16 and 24 as a Jobs Corps Training 
Center from 1965 to 1967; 

Whereas the 770-acre Fort Custer National 
Military Cemetery, established in 1981, hon-
ors thousands of the brave men and women 
who served the United States; and 

Whereas Fort Custer continues to serve as 
a state-of-the-art training facility for the 
Michigan National Guard and other branches 
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