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added as cosponsors of S. 266, a bill to
award the Congressional Gold Medal to
Anwar Sadat in recognition of his he-
roic achievements and courageous con-
tributions to peace in the Middle East.
S. 298
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 298, a bill to require Sen-
ate candidates to file designations,
statements, and reports in electronic
form.
S. 360
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 360, a bill to
amend the Help America Vote Act of
2002 to require States to provide for
same day registration.
S. 654
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) were added as
cosponsors of S. 654, a bill to revise sec-
tion 48 of title 18, United States Code,
and for other purposes.
S. 667
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from
Missouri (Mrs. MCCASKILL) were added
as cosponsors of S. 667, a bill to amend
titles 5, 10, 37, and 38, United States
Code, to ensure that an order to serve
on active duty under section 12304a or
12304b of title 10, United States Code, is
treated the same as other orders to
serve on active duty for determining
the eligibility of members of the uni-
formed services and veterans for cer-
tain benefits and for calculating the
deadlines for certain benefits.
S. 697
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 697, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to lower the
mileage threshold for deduction in de-
termining adjusted gross income of
certain expenses of members of reserve
components of the Armed Forces, and
for other purposes.
S. 822
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S. 822, a bill to
amend the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 to modify provi-
sions relating to grants, and for other
purposes.
S. 844
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 844, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to consider cer-
tain time spent by members of reserve
components of the Armed Forces while
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receiving medical care from the Sec-
retary of Defense as active duty for
purposes of eligibility for Post-9/11
Educational Assistance, and for other
purposes.

S. 947

At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
947, a bill to protect passengers on
flights in air transportation from being
denied boarding involuntarily, and for
other purposes.

S. 951

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 951, a bill to reform the process by
which Federal agencies analyze and
formulate new regulations and guid-
ance documents, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1014

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1014, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to make
grants to eligible organizations to pro-
vide service dogs to veterans with se-
vere post-traumatic stress disorder,
and for other purposes.

S. 1024

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1024, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reform the rights and
processes relating to appeals of deci-
sions regarding claims for benefits
under the laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Sen-
ator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1024, supra.

S. 1172

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNns) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1172, a bill to impose sanctions
with respect to foreign persons respon-
sible for gross violations of inter-

nationally recognized human rights
against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) individuals, and

for other purposes.
S. 1196
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1196, a bill to expand the capacity and
capability of the ballistic missile de-
fense system of the United States, and
for other purposes.
S. 1201
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL,
the name of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. DONNELLY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1201, a bill to allow individuals
living in areas without qualified health
plans offered through an Exchange to
have similar access to health insurance
coverage as Members of Congress and
congressional staff.
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S. 1217
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1217, a bill to amend the
National Labor Relations Act to pro-
vide for appropriate designation of col-
lective bargaining units.
S. 1228
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KIiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1228, a bill to require a National Diplo-
macy and Development Strategy.
S. 1312
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1312, a bill to prioritize
the fight against human trafficking in
the United States.
S. 1343
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1343, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code to extend and
modify certain charitable tax provi-
sions.
S. 1393
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1393, a bill to streamline
the process by which active duty mili-
tary, reservists, and veterans receive
commercial driver’s licenses.
S. RES. 136
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 136, a resolution express-
ing the sense of the Senate regarding
the 102nd anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 19—COMMEMORATING THE
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SMITHSONIAN FOLKLIFE FES-
TIVAL

Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr.
PERDUE, and Mr. LEAHY) submitted the
following concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on
Rules and Administration:

S. CoN. REs. 19

Whereas the Smithsonian Folklife Fes-
tival, founded by the Smithsonian Institu-
tion on July 1, 1967, is commemorating 50
years of cultural exploration, exchange, and
engagement on the National Mall of the
United States this year;

Whereas the purposes of the Smithsonian
Folklife Festival are to collaborate with in-
dividuals and communities throughout the
United States and around the world to
present diverse, community-based traditions
in an engaging, accessible, and culturally ap-
propriate way, to show the connections be-
tween traditional and emerging practices,
skills, and knowledge through research, per-
formance, demonstration, conversation, and
documentation, and to support the efforts of
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individuals and communities working to pro-
mote the resilience, integrity, vitality, and
sustainability of the cultural heritage of
those individuals and communities;

Whereas the Smithsonian Folklife Festival
continues to collaborate with the American
Folklife Center of the Library of Congress,
the Folk and Traditional Arts Program of
the National Endowment for the Arts, the
National Park Service, scholarly societies,
and State and local arts agencies to deepen
and advance public curiosity and apprecia-
tion of rich folk and traditional arts and
practices as vital and integral to the social
fabric of families, communities, and other
countries;

Whereas the Smithsonian Folklife Festival
has inspired similar cultural exhibitions and
festivals across the United States and
around the world;

Whereas the Smithsonian Folklife Festival
has generated educational curricula, schol-
arly publications, documentary films, and
nongovernmental organizations committed
to the documentation and presentation of
folk and traditional arts;

Whereas the Smithsonian Folklife Festival
fosters intercultural dialogue, Cross-
generational learning, and cultural equity;

Whereas the Smithsonian Folklife Festival
celebrates the diversity of artistic expres-
sion and the dignity, delight, and innovation
found in the creative process; and

Whereas the week of June 26, 2017 through
June 30, 2017 is an appropriate week to des-
ignate as ‘‘Folk and Traditional Arts and
Culture Week” in honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of the Smithsonian Folklife Festival:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress recog-
nizes ‘“Folk and Traditional Arts and Cul-
ture Week’ in honor of the 50th anniversary
of the Smithsonian Folklife Festival, to—

(1) recognize practitioners of folk and tra-
ditional culture, and the institutions and or-
ganizations that support them;

(2) explore the creativity found within the
families and communities of these practi-
tioners; and

(3) congratulate the Smithsonian Folklife
Festival for 50 years of outstanding efforts to
champion creativity, cultural diversity and
sustainability, cross-generational engage-
ment, and intercultural communication
through community-based research, public
presentation, and archival documentation
during the week.

——————

APPOINTMENT CORRECTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that a correc-
tion to an appointment made on March
22, 2017, be printed in the RECORD. For
the information of the Senate, this cor-
rection is clerical and does not change
membership of the Service Academy
Board made by the appointment.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to Section 1295b(h) of title 46
App., United States Code, appoints the
following Senators to the Board of
Visitors of the U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy: the Honorable GARY C.
PETERS of Michigan (Committee on
Commerce, Science and Transpor-
tation) and the Honorable BRIAN
SCHATZ of Hawaii (At Large).
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ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE
28, 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 12 noon, Wednesday, June
28; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Rao nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of our Democratic colleagues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
DAINES). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from Massachusetts.

———————

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, we
have now reached a point where the
Senate majority, the Republicans, and
President Trump, have been unable to
put together the package that allows
them to take Medicaid and try to suc-
cessfully turn it into a shadow of what
it once was in our country, to turn it
into a debt-soaked relic of what it is
today by taking out $770 billion that
otherwise would have gone to the fami-
lies of those in our country who need
healthcare services, who need help in
providing for those who need it the
most within our country.

The same thing was true in the House
of Representatives when they were
moving through their bill over there.
People said: Trump doesn’t have the
votes. The Republicans don’t have the
votes. They are not going to be able to
be successful. However, this
TrumpCare Hail Mary that they threw
in the House, notwithstanding the re-
markable defense put up by the Amer-
ican people—the millions of phone
calls, protests, and rallies—they still
were able to find the votes to ulti-
mately pass this incredible attack
upon the healthcare of tens of millions
of Americans.

What they did in the House is what
they are doing in the Senate. The GOP
retreats; they wait for the defense to
disperse, but then they plow through to
get this bill over the finish line, hoping
that a 2-week hiatus will be sufficient
for the energy level of the defense
against these cuts to so wane that then
they can come back and finish off the
job on their second try in the same way
they did in the House of Representa-
tives. Right now it is only halftime.
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It is halftime. They are coming back.
The ball is in their court. They will at-
tempt again to destroy the healthcare
system of our country as we know it
today. We have not defeated this bill
yet.

Now is the time for those who oppose
this bill to redouble their energy, to
play even tougher defense against this
Republican attempt to undermine Med-
icaid, to undermine access to care to
everyone in our country. Their bill is
now down, so let’s keep it down for the
count. Let’s make sure this bill cannot
get up and come back and haunt us in
the middle of July.

The Senate proposal right now has
$188 billion, which is now going to be
within the hands of the Trump admin-
istration, in the hands of the Repub-
lican leadership as a slush fund to be
used to get the votes they need in order
to pass their bill. That $188 billion is
right now being divided up in a way
that will help them to get the votes.

What is the ultimate goal of the
GOP? The ultimate goal is to take a
machete to Medicaid because they har-
bor an ancient animosity toward Med-
icaid, and I will throw in Medicare and
ObamaCare—all of it. They see this as
the best opportunity they have had in
two generations to be able to leave
these programs as debt-soaked relics of
what they are today. When they say:
Well, we are going to cap the funding
and send it back to the States with
more flexibility—when they say ‘‘cap”’
the funding, they are talking about de-
capitating the funding, to cut it in
half, send it back to the States, and
then say to the States: You figure it
out. You try to help those people who
are poorest in your State whom you
were never able to figure out how to
help in the first place, which is why we
put the Federal programs on the books
in order to help those who are most in
need in all of those States.

What is their real goal? It is pretty
simple: Slash these programs and then
turn them into one huge tax break for
the richest people in America. That is
what this program will do. One little
example of that $770 billion—let’s take
$33 billion of it. That $33 billion gets
divvied up by the 400 wealthiest fami-
lies in America; 400 billionaires walk
up and say: Can I please have my $7
million that I get as part of taking
away coverage for cancer, coverage for
Alzheimer’s, coverage for opioid treat-
ment? Can I now get my payoff for the
success in your wealth-income transfer
program? Because that is what you
have. You don’t have a healthcare pro-
gram; you have a wealth care program.
The wealth of the wealthiest—please
make them even wealthier; that is
what their entire plan is about.

By the way, that $33 billion would be
enough to take care of the healthcare
of 700,000 people in our country, but the
Republican priority is to give all that
money back to the wealthiest people in
our country. That is immoral. That is
inhumane. It is just plain wrong. The
American public has to rise up and
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