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to the United States, Anne Anderson, 
on the occasion of her retirement. 
Since 2013, Anne has served as Ireland’s 
17th Ambassador to the United States, 
the first woman to serve in this role. 
She has done much to further the close 
relationship long shared between the 
United States and Ireland. My great- 
grandparents were Irish immigrants, 
settling in Vermont, where I was born 
and raised. I have long been aware of 
the contributions Irish immigrants 
make to our Nation. 

Ambassador Anderson first rep-
resented her Ireland’s interests in the 
United States in 1983, when she became 
the Embassy of Ireland’s economic at-
tache and then press attache. After 
moving back to Ireland in 1987, she 
served as counsellor in the Anglo-Irish 
division of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and then became Assistant Sec-
retary General in Corporate Services. 
In this role, Ambassador Anderson 
greatly influenced the fight for equal 
treatment of women in the workplace 
and worked to pass fair employment 
legislation in the North of Ireland. 

Ambassador Anderson assumed the 
role of diplomat again in 1995, when she 
became Permanent Representative of 
Ireland to the United Nations in Gene-
va. During her time in Geneva, she 
acted as chair of the United Nations 
Commission of Human Rights and vice 
president of the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development. She 
then moved to Brussels to serve as the 
Permanent Representative of Ireland 
to the European Union in 2001. 

After some time as Ambassador to 
France, she returned to the United 
States once more to become the Per-
manent Representative of Ireland to 
the United Nations in New York until 
2013, when she was named the Ambas-
sador of Ireland to the United States. 
Her focus in her time as ambassador 
has been in advocating on behalf of im-
migration issues and undocumented 
Irish immigrants in the United States, 
pursuing her passion for inclusivity 
and equality in human rights and wom-
en’s rights, and fostering the cultural 
art connections between the two na-
tions. 

The foundations of our relationship 
with Ireland are built upon and solidi-
fied by the great work of diplomats and 
public servants such as Ambassador 
Anderson, who seek to facilitate inter-
national relationships that rise above 
any national differences. While she 
may be retiring from her diplomatic 
roles, my friend Anne will forever be a 
diplomat in the truest sense of the 
word. Marcelle and I congratulate her 
on her retirement and thank her for 
her years of service and friendship and 
her dedicated efforts to strengthen the 
U.S. relationship with Ireland. 

f 

CBO ESTIMATE OF H.R. 1628 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of my colleagues, the Con-
gressional Budget Office released its 
estimate of H.R. 1628, the American 

Health Care Act of 2017, in May 2017. 
Information related to this House- 
passed bill can be found on the Con-
gressional Budget Office’s Website with 
the following link: https://www.cbo.gov/ 
system/files/115th-congress-2017-2018/ 
costestimate/hr1628aspassed.pdf. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE HUNTLEY 
PROJECT IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the Huntley Project 
Irrigation District for its 110th anni-
versary and for its impact on Montana. 
The district originated from an irriga-
tion project in southern Montana that 
was completed by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation in 1907. The Huntley Project 
was one of the first Reclamation 
projects in Montana and led to the de-
velopment and success of agricultural 
land in much of the surrounding area. 
As agriculture is Montana’s No. 1 in-
dustry, it is critical that farmers and 
ranchers have irrigation projects set in 
place that are able to provide a reliable 
supply of water for their crops. 

Leading by example is the way we do 
things in Montana, and this project 
shows how the dedication and inge-
nuity of our farmers and ranchers 
works. It has led to economic develop-
ment for the area and beyond and 
transformed farming areas to be even 
more fruitful for our farmers and 
ranchers. 

Our farmers and ranchers have made 
it through the tough times because of 
determination and have overcome 
many challenges. This anniversary 
celebrates more than an irrigation 
project but honors the determination 
and ambition of the Montana farmer 
and rancher. Congratulations again for 
the 110th anniversary of the Huntley 
Project, and thank you to everyone 
who has made it a success.∑ 

f 

SISSETON-WAHPETON SIOUX 
TRIBE’S SESQUICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 150th anniversary 
of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribe’s 
treaty with the U.S. Government, 
which coincides with the Tribe’s 150th 
annual Fourth of July celebration. 

Beginning in 1867, the Sisseton- 
Wahpeton Dakota Nation’s annual 
Fourth of July Wacipi is the oldest 
continual event in South Dakota and 
one of the oldest established celebra-
tions in the Nation. The Sisseton- 
Wahpeton Sioux Tribe is dedicated to 
maintaining their culture in the mod-
ern world through art, language, spir-
ituality, and traditions, all of which is 
celebrated during its annual Fourth of 
July Wacipi. They also use the celebra-
tion to honor area veterans who brave-
ly fought defending our freedoms. 

The story of the Sisseton and 
Wahpeton bands is one of movement of 

the Native people that made their 
home on the Lake Traverse Reserva-
tion, where they still celebrate today. 
Here, Tribal members draw on their 
rich history, continue their traditions, 
and contribute to a vibrant, growing 
economy in the area. 

On behalf of all South Dakotans, I 
wish to congratulate the Sisseton- 
Wahpeton Sioux Tribe on their sesqui-
centennial celebration. I thank them 
for their treaty, friendship, and alli-
ance with the United States of America 
over the past 150 years and look for-
ward to continuing our friendship in 
the 150 years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1684. An act to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to provide technical assistance 
to common interest communities regarding 
eligibility for disaster assistance, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 1726. An act to amend title 14, United 
States Code, to improve the organization of 
such title and to incorporate certain trans-
fers and modifications into such title, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 2258. An act to require that certain 
standards for commercial driver’s licenses 
applicable to former members of the armed 
services or reserves also apply to current 
members of the armed services or reserves. 

H.R. 2547. An act to expand the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical profes-
sionals who may qualify to perform physical 
examinations on eligible veterans and issue 
medical certificates required for operation of 
a commercial motor vehicle, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1684. An act to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to provide technical assistance 
to common interest communities regarding 
eligibility for disaster assistance, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1726. An act to amend title 14, United 
States Code, to improve the organization of 
such title and to incorporate certain trans-
fers and modifications into such title, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

H.R. 2258. An act to require that certain 
standards for commercial driver’s licenses 
applicable to former members of the armed 
services or reserves also apply to current 
members of the armed services or reserves; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

H.R. 2547. An act to expand the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical profes-
sionals who may qualify to perform physical 
examinations on eligible veterans and issue 
medical certificates required for operation of 
a commercial motor vehicle, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 
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PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–43. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
memorializing the United States Congress to 
pass legislation or adopt policies allowing 
Louisiana to manage the Gulf of Mexico red 
snapper fishery out to two hundred nautical 
miles off the coast of Louisiana; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 67 
Whereas, in recent years, the Gulf of Mex-

ico has contained the highest total allowable 
catch of red snapper in decades, but in 2016, 
anglers experienced the shortest recreational 
fishing season to date, lasting less than two 
weeks; and 

Whereas, the federal government has over-
seen the Gulf recreational red snapper fish-
ery for nearly four decades; today, federal 
management systems attempt to regulate 
red snapper fishing by the pound with tools 
specifically designed to manage the commer-
cial sector, despite the fact that federal data 
collection systems are incapable of account-
ing to such a level of specificity for rec-
reational harvests; and 

Whereas, the federal government has, 
moreover, neglected to use recent data to 
provide meaningful guidelines and require-
ments for a systematic reallocation of fed-
eral fisheries; except for minor adjustments 
to account for errors in its own data collec-
tion system, the Gulf red snapper fishery al-
location is based on highly suspect data from 
1979–1986 and has remained unchanged since 
1991; and 

Whereas, the federal government is cur-
rently promoting a management strategy to 
privatize the Gulf red snapper fishery; ap-
proximately fifty percent of the fishery is al-
ready held by private businesses, while an-
other twenty percent has been designated to 
be sold; shares of this public resource have 
also been given away for free, based on a 
commercial operator’s past catch history; 
and 

Whereas, because of extraordinarily remiss 
requirements in its conflict of interest 
guidelines, the federal fisheries management 
system allows commercial operators who al-
ready own red snapper shares or who may be 
gifted shares to serve on the Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council and to cast 
votes on issues that will result in direct fi-
nancial benefit for themselves; and 

Whereas, by creating a prohibitive environ-
ment for anglers and ethical issues among 
user groups and stakeholders, the federal 
government has proved itself incapable of 
properly managing the red snapper fishery in 
the Gulf of Mexico, and all five states along 
the Gulf Coast have increasingly imple-
mented regulations and seasons that are not 
consistent with the federal management 
plan; and 

Whereas, numerous studies, including some 
funded by the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, indicate that the greatest 
economic engine in the Gulf reef fishery is 
the recreational angling sector, and federal 
control should be relinquished to the Gulf 
states, which depend most on this vital pub-
lic resource. Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
memorializes the Congress of the United 
States to pass legislation or adopt policies 
allowing Louisiana to manage the Gulf of 
Mexico red snapper fishery out to two hun-
dred nautical miles off the coast of Lou-
isiana; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the secretary of the United 
States Senate and the clerk of the United 
States House of Representatives and to each 
member of the Louisiana delegation to the 
United States Congress. 

POM–44. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Nevada sup-
porting and encouraging the retention of fed-
eral management and control of federal pub-
lic lands in the state; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 12 
Whereas, Senate Joint Resolution No. 1 of 

the 78th Legislative Session urged Congress 
to enact legislation to transfer title to cer-
tain federal public lands in this State to the 
State of Nevada; and 

Whereas, The Federal Government man-
ages and controls nearly 80 percent of the 
land in this State; and 

Whereas, A significant portion of the fed-
eral public lands in this State consists of na-
tional forests, national parks, national 
monuments, wilderness areas, conservation 
areas and wildlife refuges, all of which pre-
serve the natural and scenic beauty of the 
federal public lands in this State and protect 
those lands from excessive human encroach-
ment and exploitation; and 

Whereas, The management and control of 
the federal public lands in this State by var-
ious federal agencies in this State confers an 
economic benefit upon the State of Nevada 
by saving the State of Nevada from incurring 
significant costs each year in managing 
those lands; and 

Whereas, Some of the costs incurred each 
year by federal agencies include expenses for 
fighting fires, the management of wild 
horses and burros and the maintenance of 
national forests, parks and monuments; and 

Whereas, The retention of federal manage-
ment and control of the federal public lands 
in this State will ensure that access to and 
the use of those lands for recreational and 
other authorized purposes will remain avail-
able to all residents of this State; Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and Assembly of the 
State of Nevada, Jointly, That Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 1 of the 78th Legislative Ses-
sion is hereby rescinded; and be it further 

Resolved, That the members of the 79th 
Session of the Nevada Legislature hereby 
support and encourage the retention of fed-
eral management and control of federal pub-
lic lands in this State; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
prepare and transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the President of the United States, 
the Vice President of the United States as 
the presiding officer of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, each member of the Nevada 
Congressional Delegation and the Governor; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That this resolution becomes ef-
fective upon passage. 

POM–45. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of California relative to new 
Outer Continental Shelf Oil and gas leasing 
in federal waters offshore California; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 35 
Whereas, California’s iconic coastal and 

marine waters are one of our state’s most 
precious resources, and as elected officials, it 
is our duty to ensure the long-term viability 
of California’s fish and wildlife resources, 
and thriving fishing, tourism, and recreation 
sectors; and 

Whereas, Hundreds of millions of Cali-
fornia residents and visitors. enjoy the 

slate’s ocean and coast for recreation, explo-
ration, and relaxation; and tourism and 
recreation comprise the largest sector of the 
state’s $445 billion ocean economy; and 

Whereas, There has been no new offshore 
oil and gas lease in California since the 1969 
blowout of a well in federal waters; and 

Whereas, Beginning in 1921, and many 
times since, the California Legislature has 
enacted laws that withdrew certain offshore 
areas from oil and gas leasing, and by 1989, 
the state’s offshore oil and gas leasing mora-
torium was in place; and 

Whereas, In 1994, the California Legislature 
made findings in Assembly Bill 2444, Chapter 
970 of the Statutes of 1994, that offshore oil 
and gas production in certain areas of state 
waters poses an unacceptably high risk of 
damage and disruption to the marine envi-
ronment; and 

Whereas, In the same bill, the Legislature 
created the California Coastal Sanctuary 
Act, which included all of the state’s un-
leased waters subject to tidal influence and 
prohibited new oil and gas leases in the sanc-
tuary, unless the President of the United 
States has found a severe energy supply 
interruption and has ordered distribution of 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, the Gov-
ernor finds that the energy resources of the 
sanctuary will contribute significantly to al-
leviating that interruption, and the Legisla-
ture subsequently amends Chapter 970 of the 
Statutes of 1994 to allow that extraction; and 

Whereas, Section 18 of the federal Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 
et seq.) requires the preparation of a nation-
wide offshore oil and gas leasing program 
setting a five-year schedule of lease sales im-
plemented by the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management within the United States De-
partment of the Interior; and 

Whereas, Consistent with the principles of 
Section 18 and the resulting regionally tai-
lored leasing strategy, the current exclusion 
of the Pacific Outer Continental Shelf from 
new oil and gas development is consistent 
with the long-standing interests of Pacific 
Coast states, as framed in the 2006 Agree-
ment on Ocean Health adopted by the Gov-
ernors of California, Washington, and Or-
egon; and 

Whereas, In November 2016, the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management released a final 
2017–2022 leasing program that continues the 
moratorium on oil and gas leasing in the un-
developed areas of the Pacific Outer Conti-
nental Shelf; and 

Whereas, Governor Brown, in December 
2016, requested that then President Obama 
permanently withdraw California’s Outer 
Continental Shelf from new oil and gas leas-
ing, and along with previous California gov-
ernors, has united with the Governors of Or-
egon and Washington in an effort to commit 
to developing robust renewable energy 
sources to reduce our dependence on fossil 
fuel and help us reach our carbon emission 
goals; and 

Whereas, The California Legislature has 
led the nation with its landmark climate 
change legislation, requiring ambitious 
greenhouse gas emission reductions of a 40 
percent emissions reduction below 1990 levels 
by 2030, and achieving a renewables portfolio 
standard of 50 percent by 2030; California 
must lead the nation in fostering the transi-
tion away from offshore fossil fuel produc-
tion to protect both our climate and oceans 
from the damaging impacts of climate 
change, which will affect all life on earth for 
generations to come; and 

Whereas, There are renewed calls for open-
ing offshore areas for drilling and for lifting 
moratoriums on energy production in federal 
areas, which could lead to more oil spills and 
increased dependence of fossil fuels; and 

Whereas, The California Legislature con-
siders new oil and gas development offshore 
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