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abuse treatment for the addicted. To
put it more succinctly, these are all
the reasons many people want health
insurance in the first place. Thanks to
the ACA, almost every insurance plan
in the country today has to carry these
core services, and that includes the
more than 150 million Americans and
the half a million Delawareans who get
their health insurance through their
jobs.

The Senate TrumpCare bill would
allow States, through waivers over
time, to gut these essential health ben-
efit requirements, gradually making
many Americans’ health insurance less
and less valuable and less and less pro-
tective of their and their families’
health.

That provision of the Senate
TrumpCare bill would also allow States
to waive the ban on insurers imposing
annual and lifetime limits on essential
healthcare coverage. Even if you get
good insurance through your employer,
if you have an unexpected develop-
ment—Ilet’s say the premature birth of
a child, who develops serious medical
challenges, or a terrible diagnosis that
requires expensive and repeated sur-
gery—you either have to come up with
that money on your own or you are
forced into bankruptcy once you hit
the lifetime cap.

Let me demonstrate with an all-too-
real example. About 1 in 10 newborns
has to spend time in the neonatal in-
tensive care unit, or NICU, after they
are born. According to the American
Medical Association, in the NICU, ‘it
is not unusual for costs to top $1 mil-
lion for an extended stay.”” That means
even a baby born to parents with great
insurance coverage through their em-
ployer hit their lifetime insurance cap
before they even leave the hospital for
the first time.

As Americans are scrambling to find
ways to pay for their astronomical out-
of-pocket costs under the so-called
Senate TrumpCare bill, wealthier
Americans and corporations will be
given big tax breaks.

Moreover, while Senate Republicans
may claim their bill still covers pre-
existing conditions, insurance under
this bill would be rendered meaningless
if it doesn’t cover what you need to
treat your ©preexisting condition
through these essential health benefits.

Let’s briefly recap this Senate
TrumpCare bill. Millions of Americans
lose health insurance. Those who man-
aged to keep it end up paying more but
get 1less coverage. The wealthiest
Americans get another big tax break.
That is a painful, even cynical, polit-
ical calculation.

Since I came to the Senate 7 years
ago, I have said more times than I can
count that I want to work with Repub-
licans to fix the parts of the Affordable
Care Act that need fixing. Let’s sim-
plify the reporting requirements that
burden small businesses and increase
the tax credits that help small business
employers offer insurance to their em-
ployees. Let’s find ways together to in-
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crease competition and expand the tax
credits to bring down premiums and
deductibles on the individual market.
Let’s explore new mechanisms that
control healthcare costs by
incentivizing reforms and producing
healthier outcomes, rather than more
tests and services. Sadly, this Senate
TrumpCare bill does none of these
things.

It is my hope that after today’s de-
velopments, that after the next few
weeks, that after hearing from their
constituents and returning in the next
month, that my colleagues will recog-
nize that if we work together, we can
address the broken parts of the ACA
and sustain the best of what it has
done to expand insurance and
healthcare for millions of Americans.

Let me close with a story I shared
earlier today on the steps of the Cap-
itol. This is Kerry Orr. Kerry is from
my hometown of Wilmington, DE.
Kerry is a massage therapist and self-
employed yoga instructor. Like many
Americans, she considers the Afford-
able Care Act ‘‘nothing short of mirac-
ulous.”

Kerry signed up for health insurance
in 2014, thanks to a subsidy that made
it available to her through the ACA.
She had some nagging abdominal and
lower back pain for years but didn’t
think much of it, considering she had
no family history of disease and had
never even had stitches before. But
that next year, in January of 2015, a
routine procedure covered by her new
insurance—which she told me she
wouldn’t have even gone for if it hadn’t
been covered by this new health insur-
ance—revealed that Kerry, in fact, had
stage III colon cancer. She had surgery
a week later. She had 6 months of
chemotherapy, and she ultimately
faced no out-of-pocket expenses and is
fully in remission. Kerry’s cancer has
now been in remission since September
2015.

She wrote to me earlier this year:

The ACA came along at the last possible
moment to save my life. I am certain that
without it, I would have continued to live
with the discomfort and try to self-treat
until the cancer was too advanced to be suc-
cessfully treated.

I am opposing the Senate TrumpCare
bill for Kerry and for the thousands of
Delawareans and millions of Americans
just like her. I have heard stories from
Delawareans about things that need to
be fixed in the Affordable Care Act, and
I hope I get a chance to work across
the aisle to do that, but I have also
heard from hundreds of Delawareans
whose lives have been improved or, in
cases just like Kerry’s, saved by the Af-
fordable Care Act. I will not yield on
defending the best parts of the ACA
that have saved the lives of Americans
across this country.

In the days and the weeks to come, 1
hope all Americans will stay active,
stay engaged, and stay the course so
that we can push aside this cruel, cyn-
ical bill and find an opportunity to
work together on a bill with real heart.
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That fight is not yet over, and I will
not yet yield.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

———
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider the nomination of Executive
Calendar No. 154, Neomi Rao to be Ad-
ministrator of the Office of Informa-
tion and Regulatory Affairs.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Neomi Rao, of
the District of Columbia, to be Admin-
istrator of the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Neomi Rao, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Administrator of the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office
of Management and Budget.

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Deb
Fischer, Steve Daines, Luther Strange,
Bob Corker, Thom Tillis, Tom Cotton,
Tim Scott, Johnny Isakson, Richard C.
Shelby, Michael B. Enzi, Richard Burr,
John Hoeven, David Perdue, Roy Blunt,
Todd Young.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
call with respect to the cloture motion
be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO ANNE ANDERSON

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize Ireland’s Ambassador
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to the United States, Anne Anderson,
on the occasion of her retirement.
Since 2013, Anne has served as Ireland’s
17th Ambassador to the United States,
the first woman to serve in this role.
She has done much to further the close
relationship long shared between the
United States and Ireland. My great-
grandparents were Irish immigrants,
settling in Vermont, where I was born
and raised. I have long been aware of

the contributions Irish immigrants
make to our Nation.
Ambassador Anderson first rep-

resented her Ireland’s interests in the
United States in 1983, when she became
the Embassy of Ireland’s economic at-
tache and then press attache. After
moving back to Ireland in 1987, she
served as counsellor in the Anglo-Irish
division of the Department of Foreign
Affairs and then became Assistant Sec-
retary General in Corporate Services.
In this role, Ambassador Anderson
greatly influenced the fight for equal
treatment of women in the workplace
and worked to pass fair employment
legislation in the North of Ireland.

Ambassador Anderson assumed the
role of diplomat again in 1995, when she
became Permanent Representative of
Ireland to the United Nations in Gene-
va. During her time in Geneva, she
acted as chair of the United Nations
Commission of Human Rights and vice
president of the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development. She
then moved to Brussels to serve as the
Permanent Representative of Ireland
to the European Union in 2001.

After some time as Ambassador to
France, she returned to the United
States once more to become the Per-
manent Representative of Ireland to
the United Nations in New York until
2013, when she was named the Ambas-
sador of Ireland to the United States.
Her focus in her time as ambassador
has been in advocating on behalf of im-
migration issues and undocumented
Irish immigrants in the United States,
pursuing her passion for inclusivity
and equality in human rights and wom-
en’s rights, and fostering the cultural
art connections between the two na-
tions.

The foundations of our relationship
with Ireland are built upon and solidi-
fied by the great work of diplomats and
public servants such as Ambassador
Anderson, who seek to facilitate inter-
national relationships that rise above
any national differences. While she
may be retiring from her diplomatic
roles, my friend Anne will forever be a
diplomat in the truest sense of the
word. Marcelle and I congratulate her
on her retirement and thank her for
her years of service and friendship and
her dedicated efforts to strengthen the
U.S. relationship with Ireland.

———
CBO ESTIMATE OF H.R. 1628

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of my colleagues, the Con-

gressional Budget Office released its
estimate of H.R. 1628, the American
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Health Care Act of 2017, in May 2017.
Information related to this House-
passed bill can be found on the Con-
gressional Budget Office’s Website with
the following link: https:/www.cbo.gov/
system/files/1156th-congress-2017-2018/
costestimate/hrl628aspassed.pdf.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE HUNTLEY
PROJECT IRRIGATION DISTRICT

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the Huntley Project
Irrigation District for its 110th anni-
versary and for its impact on Montana.
The district originated from an irriga-
tion project in southern Montana that
was completed by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation in 1907. The Huntley Project
was one of the first Reclamation
projects in Montana and led to the de-
velopment and success of agricultural
land in much of the surrounding area.
As agriculture is Montana’s No. 1 in-
dustry, it is critical that farmers and
ranchers have irrigation projects set in
place that are able to provide a reliable
supply of water for their crops.

Leading by example is the way we do
things in Montana, and this project
shows how the dedication and inge-
nuity of our farmers and ranchers
works. It has led to economic develop-
ment for the area and beyond and
transformed farming areas to be even
more fruitful for our farmers and
ranchers.

Our farmers and ranchers have made
it through the tough times because of
determination and have overcome
many challenges. This anniversary
celebrates more than an irrigation
project but honors the determination
and ambition of the Montana farmer
and rancher. Congratulations again for
the 110th anniversary of the Huntley
Project, and thank you to everyone
who has made it a success.®

——
SISSETON-WAHPETON SIOUX
TRIBE’S SESQUICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

e Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 150th anniversary
of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribe’s
treaty with the TU.S. Government,
which coincides with the Tribe’s 150th
annual Fourth of July celebration.

Beginning in 1867, the Sisseton-
Wahpeton Dakota Nation’s annual
Fourth of July Wacipi is the oldest
continual event in South Dakota and
one of the oldest established celebra-
tions in the Nation. The Sisseton-
Wahpeton Sioux Tribe is dedicated to
maintaining their culture in the mod-
ern world through art, language, spir-
ituality, and traditions, all of which is
celebrated during its annual Fourth of
July Wacipi. They also use the celebra-
tion to honor area veterans who brave-
ly fought defending our freedoms.

The story of the Sisseton and
Wahpeton bands is one of movement of
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the Native people that made their
home on the Lake Traverse Reserva-
tion, where they still celebrate today.
Here, Tribal members draw on their
rich history, continue their traditions,
and contribute to a vibrant, growing
economy in the area.

On behalf of all South Dakotans, I
wish to congratulate the Sisseton-
Wahpeton Sioux Tribe on their sesqui-
centennial celebration. I thank them
for their treaty, friendship, and alli-
ance with the United States of America
over the past 150 years and look for-
ward to continuing our friendship in
the 150 years to come.®

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1684. An act to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to provide technical assistance
to common interest communities regarding
eligibility for disaster assistance, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 1726. An act to amend title 14, United
States Code, to improve the organization of
such title and to incorporate certain trans-
fers and modifications into such title, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 2258. An act to require that certain
standards for commercial driver’s licenses
applicable to former members of the armed
services or reserves also apply to current
members of the armed services or reserves.

H.R. 25647. An act to expand the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical profes-
sionals who may qualify to perform physical
examinations on eligible veterans and issue
medical certificates required for operation of
a commercial motor vehicle, and for other
purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1684. An act to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to provide technical assistance
to common interest communities regarding
eligibility for disaster assistance, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1726. An act to amend title 14, United
States Code, to improve the organization of
such title and to incorporate certain trans-
fers and modifications into such title, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 2258. An act to require that certain
standards for commercial driver’s licenses
applicable to former members of the armed
services or reserves also apply to current
members of the armed services or reserves;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

H.R. 25647. An act to expand the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical profes-
sionals who may qualify to perform physical
examinations on eligible veterans and issue
medical certificates required for operation of
a commercial motor vehicle, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.
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