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is not surprising to me that he hasn’t 
wanted to have a committee hearing. It 
is not surprising to me that he brought 
the bill here on the floor last Thurs-
day, then accused people on the other 
side of not having read the bill and still 
wants us to act on the bill this Thurs-
day so he can go home before July 4th 
and say to the American people: We did 
it. We kept our promise. We repealed 
ObamaCare. We may have written a 
terrible piece of legislation that has 
nothing to do with improving your 
healthcare, but we repealed 
ObamaCare. And he is hoping the 
American people won’t notice. 

Let me tell you something. The 
American people are noticing. There is 
a reason why the House bill has the 
worst approval rating of any piece of 
legislation in modern American his-
tory. The American people are not stu-
pid. 

I was in Frisco, CO, not that long 
ago, which is a place that everybody 
should visit from all over the country. 
There is tremendous skiing, and there 
is tremendous hiking, wonderful peo-
ple. And before I had the townhall 
meeting, I went and visited a 
healthcare center there that they are 
justifiably proud of. It turns no one 
away. It gives phenomenal primary 
care. It gives phenomenal dental care. 
They have to figure out every week 
how to get through, but they always 
figure out how to get through so that 
people in Frisco and in the surrounding 
area have healthcare. 

This is not a poor community by 
American standards. It is a resort com-
munity, but there are people who live 
there year-round. I asked the people 
who run the clinic: Who are the payers 
for healthcare in your clinic? Who are 
they? What pays for healthcare here? 
And she said: Well, MICHAEL, the Med-
icaid is 33 percent. That shocked me 
because if you are in rural Colorado, 
the Medicaid number is usually a lot 
higher than that because people don’t 
have access to a lot of resources, and 
we all know they don’t have access to 
a robust insurance market. Thirty- 
three percent was Medicaid, 53 percent 
was uncompensated care, and the rest 
was private insurance companies that 
pay for the insurance. That shocked 
me. 

I said: Fifty-three percent is uncom-
pensated care, people with no insur-
ance? How can that be? 

She said: These are people in our 
community who make too much money 
to be eligible for Medicaid, but they 
can’t afford private insurance. 

They are working full time; that is 
not the problem. They are not even—as 
I described before in a case where 
somebody is paying them too little, so 
they are eligible for Medicaid; their 
problem is that they are being paid too 
much, and they are not eligible for 
Medicaid as a result, but they can’t af-
ford private insurance. I think that is 
an indictment of the Affordable Care 
Act that I accept as somebody who 
voted for it. The idea that we would re-

quire people in America to buy health 
insurance and then not have a market 
that gave them quality health insur-
ance at an affordable price is ridicu-
lous. 

I have had people in rural Colorado 
say to me: MICHAEL, look, why are you 
requiring me to buy something where 
there is not enough competition, so the 
premium is high and the deductible is 
ridiculous. So it is of no use to my fam-
ily, and you are requiring me to buy 
something that is useless to me. We 
should have more competition to drive 
down price. 

I say: You are 100 percent correct. 
And if we had a functioning Congress 

that wanted to take a bipartisan ap-
proach to fixing that problem, we could 
fix it, and there are probably 15 or 20 
other things along those lines. But the 
Republican healthcare bill—so-called 
healthcare bill—does none of that. It 
does none of that. 

So to the extent that you don’t like 
ObamaCare because you feel as though 
your premiums are going up and you 
are not getting enough for it, as op-
posed to the millions of people who 
have gotten insurance as a result of it, 
some for the first time—to the extent 
you are worried about that, the House 
bill makes it worse and the Senate bill 
makes it worse. 

There is a projection in the CBO re-
port that says that at a certain point 
in time, your premiums might come 
down under the Republican bill, but 
the reason for that is because you will 
be buying lousy insurance. It is not be-
cause Donald Trump, as he said to the 
country, has provided such great 
healthcare at a tiny fraction of the 
cost. That is not the reason. It is be-
cause they provided terrible healthcare 
at a fraction of the cost. That is not a 
benefit to anybody. If an insurance 
company can put you on lifetime caps, 
of course they are going to charge you 
less. 

I am all for working together in a bi-
partisan way to address the issues in 
our healthcare system that, frankly, go 
far beyond the Affordable Care Act to 
make sure people in America don’t 
have to continue to make the choices 
people all over the world don’t have to 
make about having to stay in a job 
they hate because they have to keep 
the insurance or being able to quit a 
job and do something else because they 
know the insurance will be there. No-
body else has to make those decisions. 
And nobody else in the world goes 
bankrupt because of healthcare, but 
that is still a problem in America. 

I think fundamentally the problem 
we have here tonight is proponents of 
this legislation didn’t set out to fix our 
healthcare system; they set out to re-
peal ObamaCare or the cartoon of 
ObamaCare they have been running on 
for the last 8 years. That is what they 
set out to do. Along the way, they ob-
scured it all so they could have the op-
portunity to cut taxes on the wealthi-
est Americans—which, for some reason, 
is an obsession with some people 

around here—and dramatically cut ac-
cess to healthcare by poor children. 

I know there are people who are hear-
ing this will not believe what I am say-
ing is true. It is true. I hope you will 
familiarize yourself with the facts. I 
hope, in particular, people who feel the 
last bill we considered on this floor 
didn’t get the process it deserved—peo-
ple who quite rightly wanted to make 
sure Members of the Senate and the 
House had actually read the bill, people 
who wanted to know what it was like 
to live in a country where your health 
insurance is uncertain from month to 
month, where you have to decide be-
tween paying the rent, buying the food 
or being on health insurance; people 
who are dealing with and whose fami-
lies are dealing with the effects of this 
terrible opioid crisis that wasn’t even 
really a gleam in our eye when we 
passed the Affordable Care Act. 

I especially say to people living in 
rural America how sorry I am that peo-
ple aren’t paying attention to your 
needs; that your hospitals may be cut 
because of an ill-considered piece of 
legislation which has nothing to do 
with delivering healthcare in rural Col-
orado or rural America. 

We can do so much better than this, 
but to get to a place, unfortunately, 
where Democrats and Republicans have 
the opportunity to work together, the 
first order of business has to be to de-
feat the bill on the floor. I hope people 
know this is the week when it is crit-
ical to call and let your voices be 
heard, let people know you expect 
something better than what we are get-
ting, and that Americans ought to have 
a healthcare system that is affordable, 
that is predictable, and that actually 
creates stability instead of instability 
for their families. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 2 P.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 2 p.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 9:55 p.m., 
adjourned until Tuesday, June 27, 2017, 
at 2 p.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

MARK H. BUZBY, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE ADMINISTRATOR 
OF THE MARITIME ADMINISTRATION, VICE PAUL NA-
THAN JAENICHEN, SR. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

MARIA E. BREWER, OF INDIANA, A CAREER MEMBER OF 
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
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COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE. 

JOHN P. DESROCHER, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF ALGERIA. 

KELLEY ECKELS CURRIE, OF GEORGIA, TO BE REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON 
THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NA-
TIONS, WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR. 

UNITED NATIONS 

KELLEY ECKELS CURRIE, OF GEORGIA, TO BE AN AL-
TERNATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA TO THE SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS, DURING HER TENURE OF 
SERVICE AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA ON THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON IV, OF NEW YORK, TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE UNITED KING-
DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND. 

JAMIE MCCOURT, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF BEL-
GIUM. 

CARL C. RISCH, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF STATE (CONSULAR AFFAIRS), VICE 
MICHELE THOREN BOND. 

NATIONAL MEDIATION BOARD 

KYLE FORTSON, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO BE 
A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL MEDIATION BOARD FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING JULY 1, 2019, VICE NICHOLAS CHRIS-
TOPHER GEALE, TERM EXPIRED. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

MICHAEL RIGAS, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGE-
MENT, VICE CHRISTINE M. GRIFFIN. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

CHRISTOPHER A. WRAY, OF GEORGIA, TO BE DIRECTOR 
OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION FOR A 
TERM OF TEN YEARS, VICE JAMES B. COMEY, JR. 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

THOMAS G. BOWMAN, OF FLORIDA, TO BE DEPUTY SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, VICE SLOAN D. GIBSON. 

JAMES BYRNE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE GENERAL COUN-
SEL, DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, VICE LEIGH 
A. BRADLEY, RESIGNED. 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be vice admiral 

REAR ADM. FREDERICK J. ROEGGE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be vice admiral 

REAR ADM. DEWOLFE H. MILLER III 

IN THE MARINE CORPS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., 
SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. DANIEL J. O’DONOHUE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL IN THE 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS WHILE ASSIGNED TO A 
POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER 
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. MICHAEL A. ROCCO 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL IN THE 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS WHILE ASSIGNED TO A 
POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER 
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

LT. GEN. MARK A. BRILAKIS 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OFFI-
CER FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN 
THE REGULAR AIR FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC-
TION 531: 

To be major 

MICHAEL J. SILVERMAN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE AND AS PERMANENT PROFESSOR AT THE UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., 
SECTIONS 9333(B) AND 9336(A): 

To be colonel 

MAIYA D. ANDERSON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR FORCE 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531: 

To be major 

KIMBERLY M. KITTLESON 
KEVIN C. PETERSON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR FORCE 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531: 

To be lieutenant colonel 

CECILIA A. FLORIO 

To be major 

DEEPTHI V. BYREDDY 
DIANE L. EVANS 
JOHN M. FEJES 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be colonel 

JOSEPH M. O’CALLAGHAN, JR. 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS PERMANENT PROFESSOR AT THE UNITED STATES 
MILITARY ACADEMY IN THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER 
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 4333(B) AND 4336(A): 

To be colonel 

BRET P. VAN POPPEL 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR REGULAR AP-
POINTMENT IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED 
STATES ARMY MEDICAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., 
SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 

To be major 

ALIYA I. WILSON 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be captain 

LINDA C. SEYMOUR 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

CHAD J. TRUBILLA 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate, Monday, June 26, 2017: 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

KRISTINE L. SVINICKI, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION FOR THE 
TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2022. 
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