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(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 540, a bill to limit the authority of 
States to tax certain income of em-
ployees for employment duties per-
formed in other States. 

S. 654 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 654, a bill to revise section 48 of title 
18, United States Code, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 720 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 720, a bill to amend the Export 
Administration Act of 1979 to include 
in the prohibitions on boycotts against 
allies of the United States boycotts 
fostered by international governmental 
organizations against Israel and to di-
rect the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States to oppose boycotts 
against Israel, and for other purposes. 

S. 765 
At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 765, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to provide for pen-
alties for the sale of any Purple Heart 
awarded to a member of the Armed 
Forces. 

S. 816 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 816, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow rollovers 
from 529 programs to ABLE accounts. 

S. 822 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 822, a bill to amend the 
Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability 
Act of 1980 to modify provisions relat-
ing to grants, and for other purposes. 

S. 1109 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1109, a bill to amend title 
VIII of the Public Health Service Act 
to extend advanced education nursing 
grants to support clinical nurse spe-
cialist programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1146 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1146, a bill to enhance the ability of the 
Office of the National Ombudsman to 
assist small businesses in meeting reg-
ulatory requirements and develop out-
reach initiatives to promote awareness 
of the services the Office of the Na-
tional Ombudsman provides, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1238 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 

of S. 1238, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase and 
make permanent the exclusion for ben-
efits provided to volunteer firefighters 
and emergency medical responders. 

S. 1286 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1286, a bill to lift the trade 
embargo on Cuba. 

S. 1311 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1311, a bill to pro-
vide assistance in abolishing human 
trafficking in the United States. 

S. 1312 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1312, a bill to prioritize 
the fight against human trafficking in 
the United States. 

S. 1330 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1330, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to authorize a 
dependent to transfer entitlement to 
Post-9/11 Education Assistance in cases 
in which the dependent received the 
transfer of such entitlement to assist-
ance from an individual who subse-
quently died, and for other purposes. 

S. 1350 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1350, a bill to amend the 
National Labor Relations Act with re-
spect to the timing of elections and 
pre-election hearings and the identi-
fication of pre-election issues, and to 
require that lists of employees eligible 
to vote in organizing elections be pro-
vided to the National Labor Relations 
Board. 

S. 1354 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) and the Senator from 
North Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1354, a bill to 
establish an Individual Market Rein-
surance fund to provide funding for 
State individual market stabilization 
reinsurance programs. 

S. 1361 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1361, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to allow physi-
cian assistants, nurse practitioners, 
and clinical nurse specialists to super-
vise cardiac, intensive cardiac, and pul-
monary rehabilitation programs. 

S. 1393 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-

sponsor of S. 1393, a bill to streamline 
the process by which active duty mili-
tary, reservists, and veterans receive 
commercial driver’s licenses. 

S. 1414 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1414, a bill to state the policy 
of the United States on the minimum 
number of available battle force ships. 

S.J. RES. 5 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from Ha-
waii (Mr. SCHATZ) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 5, a joint resolu-
tion removing the deadline for the rati-
fication of the equal rights amend-
ment. 

S.J. RES. 6 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
S.J. Res. 6, a joint resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States relative to equal 
rights for men and women. 

S.J. RES. 16 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S.J. Res. 16, a joint resolution approv-
ing the discontinuation of the process 
for consideration and automatic imple-
mentation of the annual proposal of 
the Independent Medicare Advisory 
Board under section 1899A of the Social 
Security Act. 

S. CON. RES. 12 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 12, a concurrent resolu-
tion expressing the sense of Congress 
that those who served in the bays, har-
bors, and territorial seas of the Repub-
lic of Vietnam during the period begin-
ning on January 9, 1962, and ending on 
May 7, 1975, should be presumed to 
have served in the Republic of Vietnam 
for all purposes under the Agent Or-
ange Act of 1991. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 202—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF JUNE 26, 2017, 
AS ‘‘LGBT EQUALITY DAY’’ 

Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. NELSON, Mr. PETERS, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. SANDERS, and 
Mr. WARNER) submitted the following 
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resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 202 

Whereas the United States recognizes that 
all people should be treated equally; 

Whereas Members of the 115th Congress 
support the rights and freedoms of individ-
uals who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (in this preamble referred to as 
‘‘LGBT’’); 

Whereas, on June 26, 2003, the Supreme 
Court of the United States ruled in Lawrence 
v. Texas, 539 U.S. 558, that States could no 
longer criminalize the private conduct in 
which same-sex couples engage; 

Whereas, on June 26, 2013, the Supreme 
Court of the United States ruled in United 
States v. Windsor, 133 S. Ct. 2675, that sec-
tion 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act (Public 
Law 104–199; 110 Stat. 2419) was unconstitu-
tional and the Federal Government could no 
longer restrict married same-sex couples 
from receiving Federal benefits and protec-
tions; 

Whereas, on June 26, 2015, the Supreme 
Court of the United States ruled in 
Obergefell v. Hodges, 135 S. Ct. 2584, that 
same-sex couples have a constitutional right 
to marry and States could no longer dis-
criminate against same-sex couples when 
recognizing or licensing a marriage; 

Whereas decisions handed down by the Su-
preme Court of the United States on June 26 
in 2003, 2013, and 2015 ended marriage dis-
crimination and the criminalization of same- 
sex private intimate conduct under the law; 

Whereas LGBT people and their allies have 
worked together for more than 60 years to 
make progress toward achieving full equal-
ity for all people in the United States, re-
gardless of sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity; 

Whereas LGBT people in the United States 
continue to face many barriers that cannot 
be solved through courtroom litigation 
alone; 

Whereas transgender people and LGBT peo-
ple of color are disproportionately and 
uniquely burdened by such barriers, includ-
ing violence, discrimination, poverty, and 
societal isolation; 

Whereas, although victories at the Su-
preme Court of the United States have af-
firmed the dignity and equality of millions 
of same-sex couples, statutory reforms are 
needed to ensure that LGBT people in the 
United States are free from discrimination 
and have equal access to the American 
dream; and 

Whereas June 26, 2017, would be an appro-
priate date to designate as ‘‘LGBT Equality 
Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports equal rights and protections 

for all people, regardless of actual or per-
ceived sexual orientation or gender identity; 

(2) supports the designation of June 26, 
2017, as ‘‘LGBT Equality Day’’; 

(3) encourages the celebration of ‘‘LGBT 
Equality Day’’ to— 

(A) commemorate the significance of deci-
sions handed down by the Supreme Court of 
the United States on June 26 in 2003, 2013, 
and 2015; and 

(B) continue educating all people about the 
forms of discrimination, harassment, and in-
tolerance that lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people continue to face; and 

(4) acknowledges the need for further legis-
lation to ensure that people in the United 
States are free from all forms of discrimina-
tion on the basis of actual or perceived sex-
ual orientation or gender identity, including 
in employment, housing, public accommoda-
tions, education, Federal funding, credit, and 
jury service. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 203—DESIG-
NATING THE MONTH OF JUNE 
2017, AS ‘‘NATIONAL POST-TRAU-
MATIC STRESS AWARENESS 
MONTH’’ AND JUNE 27, 2017, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS AWARENESS DAY’’ 

Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mr. 
HELLER, Mr. TESTER, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. DAINES, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. DON-
NELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. NELSON, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
WARNER, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. COONS, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. FRANKEN, and Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 203 

Whereas the brave men and women of the 
Armed Forces, who proudly serve the United 
States, risk their lives to protect the free-
dom of the people of the United States and 
deserve the investment of every possible re-
source to ensure their lasting physical, men-
tal, and emotional well-being; 

Whereas more than 2,000,000 members of 
the Armed Forces have deployed overseas 
since the events of September 11, 2001, and 
have served in places such as Afghanistan 
and Iraq; 

Whereas the Armed Forces have sustained 
a historically high operational tempo since 
September 11, 2001, with many members of 
the Armed Forces deploying overseas mul-
tiple times, placing those members at high 
risk of experiencing combat stress; 

Whereas, when left untreated, exposure to 
traumatic combat stress can lead to post- 
traumatic stress, sometimes referred to as 
post-traumatic stress disorder (in this pre-
amble referred to as ‘‘PTSD’’) or post-trau-
matic stress injury; 

Whereas men and women of the Armed 
Forces and veterans who served before Sep-
tember 11, 2001, remain at risk for post-trau-
matic stress; 

Whereas the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
reports that about 11-20 percent of veterans 
who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom or 
Operation Enduring Freedom have PTSD in 
a given year, about 12 percent of Gulf War 
veterans have PTSD in a given year, and 
about 30 percent of Vietnam veterans have 
had PTSD in their lifetime; 

Whereas many combat stress injuries re-
main unreported, undiagnosed, and un-
treated due to a lack of awareness about 
post-traumatic stress and the persistent 
stigma associated with mental health condi-
tions; 

Whereas exposure to military trauma can 
lead to post-traumatic stress; 

Whereas post-traumatic stress signifi-
cantly increases the risk of anxiety, depres-
sion, suicide, homelessness, and drug- and al-
cohol-related disorders and deaths, espe-
cially if left untreated; 

Whereas public perceptions of post-trau-
matic stress or other mental health condi-
tions create unique challenges for veterans 
seeking employment; 

Whereas the Department of Defense and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, as well 
as the larger medical community, both pri-
vate and public, have made significant ad-
vances in the identification, prevention, di-
agnosis, and treatment of post-traumatic 

stress and the symptoms of post-traumatic 
stress, but many challenges remain; 

Whereas increased understanding of post- 
traumatic stress can help eliminate the stig-
ma attached to the issue; 

Whereas additional efforts are needed to 
find further ways to eliminate the stigma as-
sociated with post-traumatic stress, includ-
ing— 

(1) an examination of how post-traumatic 
stress is discussed in the United States; and 

(2) a recognition that post-traumatic stress 
is a common injury that is treatable and re-
pairable; 

Whereas post-traumatic stress can result 
from any number of stressors other than 
combat, including rape, sexual assault, bat-
tery, torture, confinement, child abuse, car 
accidents, train wrecks, plane crashes, bomb-
ings, or natural disasters, and affects ap-
proximately 8,000,000 adults in the United 
States annually; 

Whereas the diagnosis now known as PTSD 
was first defined by the American Psy-
chiatric Association in 1980 to commonly and 
more accurately understand and treat vet-
erans who had endured severe traumatic 
combat stress; 

Whereas combat stress had previously been 
viewed as a mental illness and the word ‘‘dis-
order’’ carries a stigma that perpetuates this 
misconception; and 

Whereas the designation of a National 
Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness Month and 
a National Post-Traumatic Stress Awareness 
Day will raise public awareness about issues 
related to post-traumatic stress, reduce the 
associated stigma, and help ensure that 
those individuals suffering from the invisible 
wounds of war receive proper treatment: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 2017, as ‘‘National Post- 

Traumatic Stress Awareness Month’’ and 
June 27, 2017, as ‘‘National Post-Traumatic 
Stress Awareness Day’’; 

(2) supports the efforts of the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense, as well as the entire medical commu-
nity, to educate members of the Armed 
Forces, veterans, the families of members of 
the Armed Forces and veterans, and the pub-
lic about the causes, symptoms, and treat-
ment of post-traumatic stress; 

(3) welcomes the efforts of the National 
Center for PTSD of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and local Vet Centers (as de-
fined in section 1712A(h) of title 38, United 
States Code) to provide assistance to vet-
erans who are suffering from the effects of 
post-traumatic stress; 

(4) encourages commanders of the Armed 
Forces to support appropriate treatment of 
men and women of the Armed Forces who 
suffer from post-traumatic stress; and 

(5) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and 
the Secretary of Defense. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Christopher 
Friese, a congressional fellow on my 
staff, be granted floor privileges for the 
duration of the debate on the Better 
Care Reconciliation Act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina. 
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