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above the interests of wealthy corporate ex-
ecutives. 

Our nation is at a turning point in its his-
tory, and the choices we make today will 
have lasting effects on future generations. 

The United States of America will remain 
a strong, respected, and prosperous nation if 
we are able to look past our disagreements 
and focus on making progress through com-
promise. We must act wisely, and keep our 
eyes on what is most important—the liberty 
we treasure as our nation’s crowning prom-
ise.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on January 19, 
2017, during the adjournment of the 
Senate, received a message from the 
House of Representatives announcing 
that the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
UPTON) had signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

H.R. 39. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to codify the Presidential Inno-
vation Fellows Program, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 72. An act to ensure the Government 
Accountability Office has adequate access to 
information. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the en-
rolled bills were signed on January 19, 
2017, during the adjournment of the 
Senate by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on January 19, 
2017, during the adjournment of the 
Senate, received a message from the 
House of Representatives announcing 
that the Speaker had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill: 

S. 84. An act to provide for an exception to 
a limitation against appointment of persons 
as Secretary of Defense within seven years of 
relief from active duty as a regular commis-
sioned officer of the Armed Forces. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the en-
rolled bill was signed on January 19, 
2017, during the adjournment of the 
Senate by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 4:02 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to section 2 of 
the Civil Rights Commission Amend-
ments Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 1975), and 
the order of the House of January 3, 
2017, and upon recommendation of the 
Minority Leader, the Speaker re-
appoints the following individual on 
the part of the House of Representa-
tives to the Commission on Civil 
Rights for a term expiring December 
15, 2022: Mr. Michael Yaki of San Fran-
cisco, California. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 2(a) of the National 
Cultural Center Act (20 U.S.C. 76h(a)), 
amended by Public Law 107–117, and 
the order of the House of January 3, 
2017, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Board of Trustees 
of the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts: Mr. Kennedy of Mas-
sachusetts. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 4(a) of the John F. 
Kennedy Centennial Commission Act 
(Public Law 114–215), and the order of 
the House of January 3, 2017, the 
Speaker appoints the following Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives to 
the John F. Kennedy Centennial Com-
mission: Mr. McCarthy of California 
and Ms. Stefanik of New York. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to sections 5580 and 5581 of 
the revised statutes (20 U.S.C. 42–43), 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2017, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution: Ms. Mat-
sui of California. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 
The Secretary of the Senate reported 

that on today, January 20, 2017, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 84. An act to provide for an exception to 
a limitation against appointments of persons 
as Secretary of Defense within seven years of 
relief from active duty as a regular commis-
sioned officer of the Armed Forces. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. BURR, from the Select Committee 

on Intelligence, without amendment: 
S. 133. A bill to authorize appropriations 

for fiscal year 2017 for intelligence and intel-
ligence-related activities of the United 
States Government, the Community Man-
agement Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Disability 
System, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
115–2). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 

and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. LEE: 

S. 177. A bill to provide for congressional 
review of the imposition of duties and other 
trade measures by the executive branch, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
BENNET, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 178. A bill to prevent elder abuse and ex-
ploitation and improve the justice system’s 
response to victims in elder abuse and ex-
ploitation cases; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. CORKER, Mr. COTTON, 
Mr. ENZI, Mr. LEE, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. 
THUNE, and Mr. WICKER): 

S. 179. A bill to expand the use of E-Verify, 
to hold employers accountable, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. BROWN, and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 180. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to reform and reduce 
fraud and abuse in certain visa programs for 
aliens working temporarily in the United 
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROWN: 

S. 181. A bill to ensure that certain Federal 
public works and infrastructure projects use 
materials produced in the United States, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 182. A bill to provide for the inclusion of 
court-appointed guardianship improvement 
and oversight activities under the Elder Jus-
tice Act of 2009; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. LEE): 

S. 183. A bill to allow for expedited ap-
proval of generic prescription drugs and tem-
porary importation of prescription drugs in 
the case of noncompetitive drug markets and 
drug shortages; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. PORTMAN, 
Mr. DAINES, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. RISCH, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BLUNT, 
Mr. LEE, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. PAUL, Mr. ENZI, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. CRUZ, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. CORKER, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. ERNST, 
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. SASSE, Mr. FLAKE, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. YOUNG, 
and Mr. PERDUE): 

S. 184. A bill to prohibit taxpayer funded 
abortions; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
COONS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Mr. MARKEY, and Ms. WAR-
REN): 

S.J. Res. 6. A joint resolution proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States relative to equal rights for 
men and women; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 

SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. DAINES, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. SASSE, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. CRUZ, and Mr. PAUL): 

S. Res. 15. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the Mexico City pol-
icy should be permanently established; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. Res. 16. A resolution to constitute the 

majority party’s membership on certain 
committees for the One Hundred Fifteenth 
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. SCHUMER: 
S. Res. 17. A resolution to constitute the 

minority party’s membership on certain 
committees for the One Hundred Fifteenth 
Congress, or until their successors are cho-
sen; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 41 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 41, a bill to amend part D of title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
quire the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to negotiate covered 
part D drug prices on behalf of Medi-
care beneficiaries. 

S. 128 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
128, a bill to provide provisional pro-
tected presence to qualified individuals 
who came to the United States as chil-
dren. 

S. RES. 6 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 6, a resolution objecting to United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 
2334 and to all efforts that undermine 
direct negotiations between Israel and 
the Palestinians for a secure and peace-
ful settlement. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. TILLIS, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. BENNET, and 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. 

S. 178. A bill to prevent elder abuse 
and exploitation and improve the jus-
tice system’s response to victims in 
elder abuse and exploitation cases; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. Pisesident, I 
have fought for years to protect our 
Nation’s seniors from abuse and exploi-
tation, initially, as former Chairman of 
the Senate Aging Committee, former 
Chairman of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, and more recently, as Chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

This past June, I chaired a Judiciary 
Committee hearing on Protecting 
Older Americans from Financial Ex-

ploitation. At the hearing, we heard 
about numerous scams in which seniors 
were targeted time after time, result-
ing in their being defrauded, often with 
devastating consequences. We also 
heard that many older Americans don’t 
report instances of elder abuse or ex-
ploitation due to embarrassment, a re-
fusal to acknowledge that they were 
victimized, or reliance on the perpe-
trator as their caretaker. 

Sadly, these accounts of elder abuse 
are nothing new. What has changed is 
that the scams targeting seniors are 
becoming increasingly sophisticated. 
That is one of the reasons why elder fi-
nancial exploitation has been dubbed 
‘‘the crime of the 21st century.’’ 

I have made it a top priority to get 
the Federal Government to step up its 
efforts to fight the abuse, neglect, and 
financial exploitation of our Nation’s 
seniors. 

Last year, I called on the Justice De-
partment to outline its efforts to pre-
vent and respond to instances of elder 
abuse. First, I sent a letter to the De-
partment to find out what it’s doing to 
protect seniors from a new and particu-
larly troubling form of exploitation: 
the photographing and online publica-
tion of nursing home residents in em-
barrassing and compromising situa-
tions. 

I also sent a letter to inquire about 
the Department’s efforts to fight im-
poster scams, in which fraudsters pose 
as employees of the IRS or another 
government agency, in order to deprive 
ordinary Americans of millions of dol-
lars of their hard earned money. And as 
tax season approaches once again, it’s 
critical that folks watch out for these 
deceitful scams. 

I also asked about the data the De-
partment is collecting on financial ex-
ploitation, as well as how this data is 
being used to support Federal efforts to 
protect America’s seniors. 

In its response to my inquiries, the 
Justice Department effectively admit-
ted that it falls short in several re-
spects. The Department said that it 
‘‘does not collect data on the preva-
lence of elder financial exploitation na-
tionwide.’’ Further, the Department 
said that it can’t provide statistical in-
formation on the number of cases it 
has prosecuted for elder financial ex-
ploitation. 

What all this means is that we are 
not getting the full picture of elder fi-
nancial exploitation. 

We do know that some older Ameri-
cans’ trusting and polite nature, com-
bined with their hard-earned retire-
ment savings, make them particularly 
attractive targets for fraudsters. We 
also know that the abuse and exploi-
tation of older Americans is on the rise 
and it can take many forms. 

Financial exploitation is the most 
widespread form of elder abuse, costing 
America’s seniors between an esti-
mated $2.9 billion and $36 billion annu-
ally. But, sadly, its costs aren’t limited 
to the negative effect on seniors’ bank 
accounts. Victims suffer all sorts of 

negative effects, including diminished 
health, loss of independence, and psy-
chological distress. 

It is estimated that up to 37 percent 
of seniors in the United States are af-
fected by some form of financial exploi-
tation in any 5-year period. 

In my home State of Iowa, so-called 
grandparent scams are on the rise. In 
these scams, fraudsters present them-
selves to an older American as a grand-
child in distress, hoping to convince 
the grandparent to send cash or give 
out a credit card number. 

Con artists are also using sweep-
stakes scams to steal money from sen-
iors. A senior is called and told they 
have won a prize or sum of money. But 
before they can claim the supposed 
prize, the victim is required to pay 
taxes or processing fees. Once the 
money is paid to cover the taxes and 
fees, however, no prize ever material-
izes. 

Other instances of elder financial ex-
ploitation are more personal in nature 
and have especially devastating effects. 
Some victims are pressured into sign-
ing over a deed, modifying a will, or 
giving a power of attorney. Americans 
have lost their farms, homes, and life 
savings to this form of fraud. 

In short, elder abuse and exploitation 
is a serious problem, and it demands a 
strong response. It requires all of us to 
work together in a collaborative way. 

So, today I am proud to introduce 
the Elder Abuse Prevention and Pros-
ecution Act. I thank my colleagues— 
Senators BLUMENTHAL, TILLIS, KLO-
BUCHAR, and CORNYN for collaborating 
with me on this comprehensive and bi-
partisan bill’s development and for 
joining as original cosponsors. It takes 
a multi-pronged approach to com-
bating the abuse and financial exploi-
tation of our nation’s senior citizens. 

We have heard a need for specialized 
prosecutors and more focused efforts to 
combat abuse and exploitation. That is 
why the bill directs the Attorney Gen-
eral to designate at least one federal 
prosecutor in each U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice to serve as an Elder Justice Coor-
dinator for that district. 

To ensure that elder abuse is a pri-
ority for the Federal Trade Commis-
sion and the Justice Department, the 
bill also calls for each agency to have 
an Elder Justice Coordinator. 

We also need to send a strong mes-
sage that efforts to target our Nation’s 
seniors won’t be tolerated. That is why 
the bill enhances elder victims’ access 
to restitution and increases penalties 
for criminals who use telemarketing or 
email in their schemes to defraud sen-
iors. 

The bill also requires that the Jus-
tice Department partner with the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices to provide training and technical 
assistance to State and local govern-
ments on the investigation, prevention, 
prosecution, and mitigation of elder 
abuse and neglect. 

Finally we have heard about the need 
for more data on financial exploitation 
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