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United States and to establish a uni-
form rule of naturalization under arti-
cle I, section 8, of the Constitution.
S. 708
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 708, a bill to improve the
ability of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection to interdict fentanyl, other
synthetic opioids, and other narcotics
and psychoactive substances that are
illegally imported into the TUnited
States, and for other purposes.
S. 720
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. SASSE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 720, a bill to amend the Export
Administration Act of 1979 to include
in the prohibitions on boycotts against
allies of the United States boycotts
fostered by international governmental
organizations against Israel and to di-
rect the Export-Import Bank of the
United States to oppose boycotts
against Israel, and for other purposes.
S. 7122
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 722, an Act to Provide Congres-
sional Review and to Counter Iranian
and Russian Governments’ Aggression.
S. 839
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOoOzMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 839, a bill to allow for judicial
review of any final rule addressing na-
tional emission standards for haz-
ardous air pollutants for brick and
structural clay products or for clay ce-
ramics manufacturing before requiring
compliance with such rule.
S. 967
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 967, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to increase
access to ambulance services under the
Medicare program and to reform pay-
ments for such services under such pro-
gram, and for other purposes.
S. 981
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 981, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Energy to establish an energy
efficiency materials pilot program.
S. 1002
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1002, a bill to enhance the ability
of community financial institutions to
foster economic growth and serve their
communities, boost small businesses,
increase individual savings, and for
other purposes.
S. 1024
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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1024, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reform the rights and
processes relating to appeals of deci-
sions regarding claims for benefits
under the laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.
S. 1122
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from
Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1122, a bill to amend
the Occupational Safety and Health
Act of 1970 to clarify when the time pe-
riod for the issuance of citations under
such Act begins and to require a rule to
clarify that an employer’s duty to
make and maintain accurate records of
work-related injuries and illnesses is
an ongoing obligation.
S. 1196
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE), the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN), the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator from
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY)
and the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
GARDNER) were added as cosponsors of
S. 1196, a bill to expand the capacity
and capability of the ballistic missile
defense system of the United States,
and for other purposes.
S. 1268
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1268, a bill to amend parts
B and E of title IV of the Social Secu-
rity Act to allow States to provide fos-
ter care maintenance payments for
children with parents in a licensed resi-
dential family-based treatment facility
for substance abuse and to reauthorize
grants to improve the well-being of
families affected by substance abuse.
S. 1311
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) and the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1311, a bill to provide as-
sistance in abolishing human traf-
ficking in the United States.
S. 1312
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.

1312, a bill to prioritize the fight
against human trafficking in the
United States.

S. 1343

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1343, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code to extend and modify certain
charitable tax provisions.

S. 1350

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1350, a bill to amend the Na-
tional Labor Relations Act with re-
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spect to the timing of elections and
pre-election hearings and the identi-
fication of pre-election issues, and to
require that lists of employees eligible
to vote in organizing elections be pro-
vided to the National Labor Relations
Board.
S. RES. 49

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 49, a resolution de-
claring that achieving the primary
goal of the National Plan to Address
Alzheimer’s Disease of the Department
of Health and Human Services to pre-
vent and effectively treat Alzheimer’s
disease by 2025 is an urgent national
priority.

AMENDMENT NO. 232

At the request of Mr. KAINE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 232 proposed to S. 722,
an Act to Provide Congressional Re-
view and to Counter Iranian and Rus-
sian Governments’ Aggression.

AMENDMENT NO. 240

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) and the Senator from
Nebraska (Mr. SASSE) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 240 pro-
posed to S. 722, an Act to Provide Con-
gressional Review and to Counter Ira-
nian and Russian Governments’ Ag-
gression.

AMENDMENT NO. 250

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 250 pro-
posed to S. 722, an Act to Provide Con-
gressional Review and to Counter Ira-
nian and Russian Governments’ Ag-
gression.

At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
his name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 250 proposed to S. 722,
supra.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 1374. A bill to extend the principle
of federalism to State drug policy, pro-
vide access to medical marijuana, and
enable research into the medicinal
properties of marijuana; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the introduction
of the bipartisan Compassionate Ac-
cess, Research Expansion, and Respect
States Act, or CARERS Act. The bill
would make our Federal laws dealing
with medical marijuana fairer and help
ensure that Americans have access to
the care they need. I am proud to in-
troduce this legislation, and I want to
thank Senators RAND PAUL and
KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND for working with
me on this bill. T also want to thank
Senators LIisA MURKOWSKI, AL
FRANKEN, and MIKE LEE for joining the



June 15, 2017

CARERS Act as original cosponsors
and Representatives STEVE COHEN and
DoN YouNGg for introducing a House
companion bill.

Right now, regardless of whether you
are in a State that has legalized med-
ical marijuana, it is illegal under Fed-
eral law. This inconsistency puts grow-
ers, distributors, and patients at great
risk of Federal prosecution even
though they are in compliance with
State law.

In 2013, the Department of Justice
issued guidance to Federal prosecutors
to refrain from prosecuting individuals
that use, purchase, or sell marijuana in
States where it is legal as long as a
State regulatory framework exists that
maintains certain standards, such as a
ban on sales to minors. As a result of
this guidance, more and more States
have taken steps to legalize medical
marijuana.

Sadly, despite this guidance, the in-
ability of the Federal Government to
be aligned with States regarding the le-
gality of medical marijuana has re-
sulted in confusion and uncertainty for
State lawmakers and the public about
what the law requires. This lack of
clarity is only part of the problem. In-
dividual users of medical marijuana in
States with legalized medical mari-
juana continue to be targeted by the
Drug Enforcement Agency.

And now, more than ever, I am espe-
cially concerned with Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions as our Nation’s top
law enforcement officer. His radical
stance on marijuana is way out of the
mainstream, and he has taken steps to
reinvigorate the failed War on Drugs.
Recently, he wrote a letter to Senate
and House leadership asking them not
to renew an appropriations rider that
prevents the Justice Department from
spending money on cases that involve
individuals who are in compliance with
State medical marijuana laws. He said,
“I believe it would be unwise for Con-
gress to restrict the discretion of the
Department to fund particular prosecu-
tions, particularly in the midst of an
historic drug epidemic and potentially
long-term wuptick in violent crime.”
Contrary to Attorney General Ses-
sions’ views, this is not a problem we
can jail ourselves out of.

Individuals who use medical mari-
juana in States where it is legal should
not fear prosecution simply based on
prosecutorial discretion. It is time for
Congress to act.

Today, I reintroduced the CARERS
Act. First, and most importantly, the
bill would end the Federal prohibition
of medical marijuana. Millions of
Americans need to gain access to the
medicine that works best for them. The
Federal Government’s current stance
on medical marijuana has only created
confusion and uncertainty. This bill
would prohibit the Federal Govern-
ment from prosecuting persons who are
in compliance with State medical
marijuana laws and let people gain ac-
cess to the care they need.

The bill would also allow States to
import cannabidiol, commonly called
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CBD for short. CBD is an oil substance
made from a marijuana plant that con-
tains virtually no THC—meaning you
experience no high from the drug. CBD
is the medicine so many children
need—along with thousands of other
individuals with Dravet syndrome—to
control seizures. We must make this
important drug more available so peo-
ple can access the medication they
need.

The bill would promote research. A
large problem for our Nation is that
not enough research exists on the im-
pact of medical marijuana. We know
there are legitimate medical uses of
the drug, but we can learn much more.
We need to allow experts to access the
drug to conduct tests and clinical
trials to fully understand the effects of
the drug and how it can best be uti-
lized. This will only benefit the doctors
that prescribe it, the lawmakers that
regulate it, and the people that need it.

Finally, the bill would allow VA doc-
tors to recommend medical marijuana
to veterans in States that have legal-
ized medical marijuana. Many men and
women in uniform who have bravely
served our Nation come home with in-
visible wounds of war, and they deserve
the best care available. This means al-
lowing them access to the medicine
they need to heal or control their con-
dition. Those who have served our Na-
tion deserve to be served by us, and
that means receiving the best care
available.

The CARERS Act was the first med-
ical marijuana bill introduced in the
Senate. Unfortunately, we did not pass
it in the last Congress, but I am hope-
ful that in the 115th Congress we can
get this bill across the finish line and
send it to the President’s desk for sig-
nature. I, again, want to thank my col-
leagues who worked with me on this
bill, and I urge its speedy passage.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs.

MURRAY, Mr. SANDERS, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.

CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. COONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH,

Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.

MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
NELSON, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED,
Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE):

S. 1376. A bill to ensure that all fast-
tracked reconciliation bills are subject
to a committee hearing, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the
Budget.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.
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There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 1376

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘“No Hearing,
No Vote Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. COMMITTEE HEARINGS FOR RECONCILI-
ATION BILLS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 310 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 641) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(h) COMMITTEE HEARINGS FOR RECONCILI-
ATION BILLS.—It shall not be in order in the
Senate to consider any reconciliation bill or
reconciliation resolution, unless—

‘(1) the reconciliation bill or reconcili-
ation resolution was—

‘“(A) ordered reported to the Senate under
subsection (b)(1) by the committee of the
Senate receiving reconciliation instructions;
or

‘““(B) reported by the Committee on the
Budget of the Senate under subsection (b)(2)
after receiving recommendations ordered to
be reported to the Committee on the Budget
by 1 or more committees of the Senate re-
ceiving reconciliation instructions; and

‘(2) each committee that ordered reported
the reconciliation bill or reconciliation reso-
lution or ordered recommendations to be re-
ported to the Committee on the Budget held
not less than 1 hearing regarding any major
provision of the reconciliation bill or rec-
onciliation resolution within the jurisdiction
of such committee.”.

(b) WAIVER AND APPEAL.—Section 904 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 621
note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (c)(1), by inserting
¢310(h),”” after <“310(d)(2),”’; and
(2) in subsection (d)(2), by inserting
¢310(h),” after ‘*310(d)(2),”.
———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 194—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 15, 2017, AS
“WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARE-
NESS DAY”

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Ms.
COoLLINS, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. COTTON, Mr. TILLIS, and
Mrs. MCCASKILL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 194

Whereas the Federal Government esti-
mates that more than 1 in 10 persons over
the age of 60 are victims of elder abuse each
year;

Whereas abuse, neglect, and exploitation of
older adults in the United States goes un-
identified and unreported due to an inability
to report or a fear of reporting;

Whereas only 1 in 14 cases of financial
abuse of older adults is reported;

Whereas at least $2,900,000,000 is taken
from older adults each year due to financial
abuse and exploitation;

Whereas elder abuse, neglect, and exploi-
tation have no boundaries and cross all ra-
cial, social, class, gender, and geographic
lines;

Whereas older adults who are abused are 3
times more likely to die earlier than older
adults of the same age who are not abused;

Whereas %2 of all older adults with demen-
tia will experience abuse;
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