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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 213. A bill to designate the wilderness
within the Lake Clark National Park and
Preserve in the State of Alaska as the Jay S.
Hammond Wilderness Area (Rept. No. 115-
108).

S. 217. A bill to amend the Denali National
Park Improvement Act to clarify certain
provisions relating to the natural gas pipe-
line authorized in the Denali National Park
and Preserve (Rept. No. 115-109).

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

H.R. 46. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a special resource
study of Fort Ontario in the State of New
York (Rept. No. 115-110).

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

H.R. 381. A bill to designate a mountain in
the John Muir Wilderness of the Sierra Na-
tional Forest as ‘“‘Sky Point” (Rept. No. 115—
111).

—————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. CRAPO for the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

*Pamela Hughes Patenaude, of New Hamp-
shire, to be Deputy Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development.

*Kevin Allen Hassett, of Massachusetts, to
be Chairman of the Council of Economic Ad-
visers.

By Mr. HATCH for the Committee on Fi-
nance.

*David Malpass, of New York, to be an
Under Secretary of the Treasury.

*Eric D. Hargan, of Illinois, to be Deputy
Secretary of Health and Human Services.

*Brent James McIntosh, of Michigan, to be
General Counsel for the Department of the
Treasury.

*Andrew K. Maloney, of Virginia, to be a
Deputy Under Secretary of the Treasury.

By Mr. ENZI for the Committee on the
Budget.

Russell Vought, of Virginia, to be Deputy
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. ERNST (for herself and Ms.
WARREN):

S. 1349. A bill to provide that the rate of
military basic pay for the Senior Enlisted
Advisors to the commanders of the combat-
ant commands shall be equivalent to the
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rate of military basic pay for the Senior En-
listed Advisor to the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. FLAKE, Mr.
ScoTT, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. LANKFORD,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. PERDUE,

Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. McCAIN, Mr.
McCCONNELL, Mr. RISCH, and Mr.
ENzI):

S. 1350. A bill to amend the National Labor
Relations Act with respect to the timing of
elections and pre-election hearings and the
identification of pre-election issues, and to
require that lists of employees eligible to
vote in organizing elections be provided to
the National Labor Relations Board; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. SCHATZ):

S. 1351. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act with respect to the designation
of general surgery shortage areas, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Ms.
CoLLINS, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 1352. A Dbill to establish a tax credit for
on-site apprenticeship programs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, and Mr. DURBIN):

S. 1353. A bill to require States to auto-
matically register eligible voters to vote in
elections for Federal offices, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration.

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr.
KAINE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. NELSON,
Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. CARDIN):

S. 1354. A bill to establish an Individual
Market Reinsurance fund to provide funding
for State individual market stabilization re-
insurance programs; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Ms.
HASSAN):

S. 1355. A bill to combat the heroin epi-
demic and drug sample backlogs; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN):

S. 1356. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the use of Post-9/11
Educational Assistance to pursue inde-
pendent study programs at certain edu-
cational institutions that are not institu-
tions of higher learning, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr.
PORTMAN, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr.
BLUNT):

S. 1357. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to provide a standard defi-
nition of therapeutic family care services in
Medicaid; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Ms.
CANTWELL):

S. 1358. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the treat-
ment of certain direct primary care service
arrangements and periodic provider fees; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
CARPER, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr.
CARDIN):

S. 1359. A bill to amend the John F. Ken-
nedy Center Act to authorize appropriations
for the John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts, and for other purposes; to the

Committee on Environment and Public
Works.
By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr.
TESTER):
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S. 1360. A bill to require the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System to es-
tablish an Insurance Policy Advisory Com-
mittee on International Capital Standards
and Other Insurance Issues, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. HELLER, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr. RUBIO):

S.J. Res. 46. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States authorizing the Congress to
prohibit the physical desecration of the flag
of the United States; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 65
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
65, a bill to address financial conflicts
of interest of the President and Vice
President.
S. 178
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 178, a bill to prevent elder
abuse and exploitation and improve the
justice system’s response to victims in
elder abuse and exploitation cases.
S. 247
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 247, a bill to provide an
incentive for businesses to bring jobs
back to America.
S. 300
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 300, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
quire that return information from
tax-exempt organizations be made
available in a searchable format and to
provide the disclosure of the identity of
contributors to certain tax-exempt or-
ganizations.
S. 324
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 324, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to improve the
provision of adult day health care serv-
ices for veterans.
S. 383
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 383, a bill to coordinate
the provision of energy retrofitting as-
sistance to schools.
S. 431
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 431, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to expand the
use of telehealth for individuals with
stroke.
S. 445
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
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DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 445, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to ensure more
timely access to home health services
for Medicare beneficiaries under the
Medicare program.
S. 497
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 497, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for
Medicare coverage of certain
lymphedema compression treatment
items as items of durable medical
equipment.
S. 540
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 540, a bill to limit the authority of
States to tax certain income of em-
ployees for employment duties per-
formed in other States.
S. 548
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
548, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reform the low-in-
come housing credit, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 591
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator
from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) were
added as cosponsors of S. 591, a bill to
expand eligibility for the program of
comprehensive assistance for family
caregivers of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, to expand benefits avail-
able to participants under such pro-
gram, to enhance special compensation
for members of the uniformed services
who require assistance in everyday life,
and for other purposes.
. 7121
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIrRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
721, a bill to require the disclosure of
certain visitor access records.
S. 722
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) and the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 722, a bill to impose sanctions
with respect to Iran in relation to
Iran’s ballistic missile program, sup-
port for acts of international ter-
rorism, and violations of human rights,
and for other purposes.
S. 72
At the request of Mr. McCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 772, a bill to amend the PROTECT
Act to make Indian tribes eligible for
AMBER Alert grants.
S. 828
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 828, a bill to amend the
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Federal Deposit Insurance Act to re-
quire the appropriate Federal banking
agencies to treat certain municipal ob-
ligations as level 2B liquid assets, and
for other purposes.
S. 921
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 921, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the 100
year anniversary of the 1st Infantry Di-
vision.
S. 987
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
987, a bill to transition away from fos-
sil fuel sources of energy to 100 percent
clean and renewable energy by 2050,
and for other purposes.
S. 989
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 989, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for the
participation of pediatric subspecial-
ists in the National Health Service
Corps program, and for other purposes.
S. 999
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 999, a bill to amend the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act to perma-
nently prohibit the conduct of offshore
drilling on the outer Continental Shelf
in the Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic,
North Atlantic, and Straits of Florida
planning areas.
S. 1002
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1002, a bill to enhance
the ability of community financial in-
stitutions to foster economic growth
and serve their communities, boost
small businesses, increase individual
savings, and for other purposes.
S. 1014
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1014, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to make grants to eli-
gible organizations to provide service
dogs to veterans with severe post-trau-
matic stress disorder, and for other
purposes.
S. 1024
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1024, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to reform the
rights and processes relating to appeals
of decisions regarding claims for bene-
fits under the laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.
S. 1091
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
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ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator
from Florida (Mr. NELSON) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1091, a bill to estab-
lish a Federal Task Force to Support
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren.
S. 1146
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1146, a bill to enhance the
ability of the Office of the National
Ombudsman to assist small businesses
in meeting regulatory requirements
and develop outreach initiatives to pro-
mote awareness of the services the Of-
fice of the National Ombudsman pro-
vides, and for other purposes.
S. 1155
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1155, a bill to amend title IV of
the Higher Education Act of 1965 in
order to increase the amount of finan-
cial support available for working stu-
dents.
S. 1172
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1172, a bill to impose
sanctions with respect to foreign per-
sons responsible for gross violations of
internationally recognized human
rights against lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender (LGBT) individuals,
and for other purposes.
S. 1188
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1188, a bill to amend title
XXIX of the Public Health Service Act
to reauthorize the program under such
title relating to lifespan respite care.
S. 1285
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1285, a bill to allow the Confederated
Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and
Siuslaw Indians, the Confederated
Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community
of Oregon, the Confederated Tribes of
Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Confed-
erated Tribes of Warm Springs, and the
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of In-
dians to lease or transfer certain lands.
S. 1296
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL,
the name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1296, a bill to amend the Uniform
Code of Military Justice to prohibit the
wrongful broadcast or distribution of
intimate visual images.
S. 1341
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1341, a bill to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to
prohibit employment of children in to-
bacco-related agriculture by deeming
such employment as oppressive child
labor.
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S. RES. 185

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 185, a resolution rec-
ognizing and expressing support for the
goals and ideals of National Water
Safety Month.

AMENDMENT NO. 230

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 230 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 722, a bill to impose sanc-
tions with respect to Iran in relation to
Iran’s ballistic missile program, sup-
port for acts of international ter-
rorism, and violations of human rights,
and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 232

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. PERDUE), the Senator
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
ScoTT), the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP), the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED) and the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY)
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 232 proposed to S. 722, a bill
to impose sanctions with respect to
Iran in relation to Iran’s ballistic mis-
sile program, support for acts of inter-
national terrorism, and violations of
human rights, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself,
Ms. CoOLLINS, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR):

S. 1352. A bill to establish a tax cred-
it for on-site apprenticeship programs,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I
come to the floor this afternoon with
my colleague from Maine to talk about
an important issue, as well, something
we had long planned to introduce today
and did so this morning—the reintro-
duction of a Senate bill focusing on ap-
prentice programs.

My colleague Senator COLLINS and I,
in the past Congress, wanted to make
sure people understood how important
we thought the apprentice program
was, and we introduced legislation then
to create a Federal incentive for ap-
prentice programs. We are coming back
now in this Congress and reintroducing
this legislation.

I know there has been a lot of talk
about apprentices this week. We just
had a roundtable discussion this morn-
ing with some of our business and labor
leaders talking about the skills gap
and the need for more apprentice in-
vesting as it relates to manufacturing.
I know the President is doing some dis-
cussion of the apprentice program too.
Obviously, it is no surprise to anybody
in America that the President knows—
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or at least has used—the word ‘‘appren-
tice” in a pretty aggressive way
throughout his career. So I hope he
will tune in and listen to what my col-
league from Maine and I have to say
about this.

We are saying that it is time in
America to have a Federal priority on
apprentices; that is, the first-ever tax
incentive for hiring an apprentice. Why
do we want a Federal priority? Because
we know that in America we need to
skill and train a workforce for tomor-
row, and so many people in America
aren’t training and aren’t skilling for
those jobs.

In the downturn of our economy, a
lot of people lost faith. What should
they invest their time and money in?
There was so much transition in the
economy that people weren’t sure
where they should skill themselves. As
we see a transitioning economy now in
various sectors, as they continue to
modernize, and as technology con-
tinues to change, people also say to
themselves: What should I skill myself
in? What should I get trained in? Be-
cause they are not sure that, at the end
of that period, they will be right there
with what the job market wants. That
is why apprenticeship is so important
today.

By giving a Federal incentive for the
apprentice program, we are saying:
Hire and train. We are actually saying:
The apprentice program is earning
while you learn, and it will help so
many Americans take that issue off
the table where they weren’t sure
whether or how they should skill them-
selves. They actually are hired and
trained on the job.

This is something we have known as
a country for a long time. We know the
apprentice program has worked. We
have seen it across many sectors, in
building trades and construction. We
have seen it in other areas. In aviation,
for example, in the Pacific Northwest,
the Boeing Company has taken great
advantage of the apprentice program.
There are so many other sectors. The
maritime sector has taken advantage
of the apprentice programs. What we
are saying today is that we need to
make this a national priority in a more
aggressive way. The Department of
Labor and registered apprentice pro-
grams are part of what we make an in-
vestment in here in the Federal budget.
But what we are not doing is putting it
on steroids, and that is what we need
to do now.

Our legislation would create enough
incentives for 500,000 new apprentice
program individuals over the next 10
yvears. We think this is critically im-
portant because we know how much
the U.S. economy needs these skilled
workers. According to the National
Skills Coalition, 53 percent of U.S. jobs
are middle-skilled, meaning that they
require some postsecondary education.
Yet only 43 percent of U.S. workers are
trained at that level. According to the
National Association of Manufacturers,
67 percent of their members report a
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shortage of available, qualified work-
ers. We are going to need 3.5 million
manufacturing jobs over the next dec-
ade, and this leaves us with a shortage
of about 2 million.

So we need to give our businesses the
skill levels they are looking for so they
can be competitive, so they can meet
their market needs, and so they can
make profits and help grow our econ-
omy. We can’t let them be deterred by
the fact that they have the opening
and they have the jobs, but they just
don’t have the skill level. By doing an
incentive program, we can help get a
national message out: The apprentice
program is a key part of our economic
strategy, and skilling a workforce for
the jobs of today and tomorrow is the
best recipe for growing our economy.

There has been an overall decline in
employer-provided training over the
last two decades. By making this in-
vestment now, we are going to help
U.S. businesses with the investment
that should be made and, further, as I
said, expedite getting people into the
programs we need to get them into. If
we are going to be competitive and our
businesses are going to compete in this
global economy and they are going to
continue to innovate, they need the
workforce to do it.

I think about the chip fabrication in-
dustry. Before Intel came along, prob-
ably no one knew how to do chip fab-
rication. But there was a sector of our
economy that taught and educated peo-
ple on chip manufacturing. That will
not be the last innovation our economy
sees. In aerospace, we have been able
to, with composite manufacturing,
make lighter weight planes. That com-
posite was a huge shift from the alu-
minum that dominated aerospace. But
composite manufacturing is a whole
new skill level in which we are still
training and educating the workforce.
We need to compete in that sector,
which is so important to manufac-
turing jobs.

I would say that every aspect of our
economy needs apprentices. But what
does the apprentice get out of it? Not
only do they get a job and they get to
be skilled on the job, but they also
earn more. Over the course of their ca-
reer, a registered apprentice earns
about $300,000 more than a non-appren-
tice working in the same field. A study
done by our State Workforce Training
and Education Coordinating Board
found that completing apprentices
earned $13,000 more per year just as
they started.

So apprentices are a win-win for us
and our economy. They give the em-
ployer the skills they are seeking to
make their companies successful, and
the individual worker gets trained and
hired in a field that takes away this
uncertainty about our economy, which
has so plagued us over the last decade
or two, and the community gets a more
successful employment base and suc-
cessful companies that add to the econ-
omy of a region and to our country.

I am so glad to be here with my col-
league Senator COLLINS, who has
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