
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S341 January 17, 2017 
ALLOCATION OF SPENDING AUTHORITY TO SENATE COMMITTEES OTHER THAN APROPRIATIONS—Continued 

[$ billions] 

2017 2017–2021 2017–2026 

Outlays ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 0.000 0.000 0.000 
Unassigned to Committee: 

Budget Authority ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ¥844.671 ¥4,649.869 ¥10,724.965 
Outlays ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ ¥835.437 ¥4,608.689 ¥10,648.885 

Total: 
Budget Authority ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,147.641 12,069.053 28,139.769 
Outlays ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,043.164 11,663.899 27,338.609 

Includes entitlements funded in annual appropriations acts. 

PAY-AS-YOU-GO SCORECARD FOR THE SENATE 
[$ billions] 

Balances 

Fiscal Years 2016 through 2021 ................................................... 0 
Fiscal Years 2016 through 2026 ................................................... 0 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. ERICA TOWLE 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Dr. Erica Towle, a Knauss 
Sea Grant fellow on the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation, for all of the hard 
work she has done for me, my staff, 
and other members of the committee 
over the past year. Dr. Towle received 
her Ph.D. in coral reef ecology from 
the University of Miami. In her post-
graduate work, she has used her sci-
entific expertise to inform public pol-
icy. I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Dr. Towle for all of the 
fine work she has done. I wish her con-
tinued success in the years to come. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BLUE 
WATER AREA CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the Blue Water Area 
Chamber of Commerce on the occasion 
of its 100th anniversary. The chamber 
was founded in 1906 by a group of 
businessowners and entrepreneurs in 
Port Huron who volunteered their time 
and financial resources to the growth 
of the greater Port Huron-Marysville 
community. 

Within its first year, the chamber 
had accomplished its goal of encour-
aging economic growth with the addi-
tion of new factories and the establish-
ment of an industrial enterprise fund. 
Its work attracted new business from 
around Michigan, Illinois, and Ken-
tucky. By the time the chamber was 
officially incorporated in 1917, it had 
grown to 905 members. This expansion 
allowed the chamber to begin to im-
prove the well-being of the Port Huron 
community, a tradition that continues 
to this day. 

Throughout its history, the Blue 
Water Area Chamber of Commerce has 
been more than just a way to connect 
businesses in the Port Huron area. It 
continually advocates for the commu-
nity. Over the past few years, the 
chamber has led initiatives that have 
addressed housing shortages, advocated 
for improved conditions in our schools 
through finance reform and millage 

campaigns, and supported campaigns 
to improve our regional infrastructure. 
It has fought, time and time again, not 
just for better business, but for the 
prosperity of the entire Blue Water re-
gion. 

Today the Blue Water Area Chamber 
of Commerce continues its great tradi-
tion of fostering economic prosperity 
and community improvement. The 
guiding force throughout the last cen-
tury has been the chamber’s five core 
values: integrity, relationships, free-
dom, excellence, and happiness. By ad-
hering to these values, they have 
grown and continued to succeed. In 
2007, the Blue Water Area Chamber of 
Commerce was awarded the Chamber of 
the Year Award from the Michigan As-
sociation of Chamber Professionals. It 
received this great honor again in 2010, 
for its continued and outstanding work 
in advocacy, education, and assistance 
programs to its community, a true tes-
tament to the membership and leader-
ship. The growth we have seen in the 
Port Huron over the past few years has 
been remarkable, and the Blue Water 
Chamber has been a critical component 
of that success and progress. 

I am pleased today to ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing such 
an auspicious milestone for the Blue 
Water Area Chamber of Commerce. On 
its 100th anniversary, the chamber and 
its members have much to celebrate, 
and I wish them continuing success and 
prosperity in the years ahead.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and treaties which were referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:02 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 84. An act to provide for an exception to 
a limitation against appointment of persons 

as Secretary of Defense within seven years of 
relief from active duty as a regular commis-
sioned officer of the Armed Forces. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 78. An act to improve the consider-
ation by the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission of the costs and benefits of its regu-
lations and orders. 

H.R. 238. An act to reauthorize the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, to bet-
ter protect futures customers, to provide 
end-users with market certainty, to make 
basic reforms to ensure transparency and ac-
countability at the Commission, to help 
farmers, ranchers, and end-users manage 
risks, to help keep consumer costs low, and 
for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, without amend-
ment: 

S. Con. Res. 3. Concurrent resolution set-
ting forth the congressional budget for the 
United States Government for fiscal year 
2017 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2018 through 2026. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 1024(a), and the 
order of the House of January 3, 2017, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the Joint Economic 
Committee: Mr. Paulsen of Minnesota, 
Mr. Schweikert of Arizona, Mrs. Com-
stock of Virginia, Mr. LaHood of Illi-
nois, Mr. Francis Rooney of Florida, 
Mrs. Carolyn Maloney of New York, 
Mr. Delaney of Maryland, Ms. Adams of 
North Carolina, and Mr. Beyer of Vir-
ginia. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 78. An act to improve the consider-
ation by the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission of the costs and benefits of its regu-
lations and orders; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 238. An act to reauthorize the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, to bet-
ter protect futures customers, to provide 
end-users with market certainty, to make 
basic reforms to ensure transparency and ac-
countability at the Commission, to help 
farmers, ranchers, and end-users manage 
risks, to help keep consumer costs low, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES342 January 17, 2017 
By Mr. COCHRAN, from the Committee on 

Appropriations: 
Special Report entitled ‘‘Further Revised 

Allocation to Subcommittees of Budget To-
tals for Fiscal Year 2017’’ (Rept. No. 115–1). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. FLAKE, 
Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. LEE, and Mr. COT-
TON): 

S. 147. A bill to prevent a taxpayer bailout 
of health insurance issuers; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 148. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against 
tax for qualified elementary and secondary 
education tuition; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 149. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to provide student loan 
deferment for victims of terrorist attacks; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 150. A bill to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to provide an additional tool to 
prevent certain frauds against veterans, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 151. A bill to provide appropriate infor-

mation to Federal law enforcement and in-
telligence agencies, pursuant to inves-
tigating terrorism, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAIN, and Mr. TOOMEY): 

S. 152. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for the removal or 
demotion of employees of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs based on performance or 
misconduct, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. NELSON: 
S. 153. A bill to ensure reliable observation 

of hurricanes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
NELSON): 

S. 154. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Act to ensure small businesses affected by 
the onset of transmissible diseases are eligi-
ble for disaster relief; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 155. A bill to amend the National Labor 

Relations Act to permit employers to pay 
higher wages to their employees; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 156. A bill to require the Secretary of 

the Treasury to implement security meas-
ures in the electronic tax return filing proc-
ess to prevent tax refund fraud from being 
perpetrated with electronic identity theft; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. NEL-
SON, and Mr. LEE): 

S. 157. A bill to allow seniors to file their 
Federal income tax on a new Form 1040SR; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 158. A bill to eliminate the payroll tax 

for individuals who have attained retirement 
age, to amend title II of the Social Security 
Act to remove the limitation upon the 

amount of outside income which an indi-
vidual may earn while receiving benefits 
under such title, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 159. A bill to terminate Operation Choke 

Point; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 160. A bill to reform the inspection proc-

ess of housing assisted by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
NELSON): 

S. 161. A bill to improve hurricane fore-
casting and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 162. A bill to restore Second Amendment 

rights in the District of Columbia; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 163. A bill to amend chapter 31 of title 5, 
United States Code, to establish in statute 
the Presidential Innovation Fellows Pro-
gram; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. ENZI, Ms. BALDWIN, 
and Ms. KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 164. A bill to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to reissue the final rules relating to 
the listing of the gray wolf in the Western 
Great Lakes and the State of Wyoming 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. ROUNDS: 
S. 165. A bill to amend title 10, United 

States Code, to require an element in 
preseparation counseling for members of the 
Armed Forces on assistance and support 
services for caregivers of certain veterans 
through the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. 166. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of Muhammad Ali; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 
ROBERTS): 

S. 167. A bill to designate a National Me-
morial to Fallen Educators at the National 
Teachers Hall of Fame in Emporia, Kansas; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. NELSON, and 
Mr. THUNE): 

S. 168. A bill to amend and enhance certain 
maritime programs of the Department of 
Transportation; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
COTTON): 

S. 169. A bill to counter anti-Semitism at 
the United Nations, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. NELSON, 
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. CRUZ, Ms. STABENOW, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. BENNET, and Mr. 
BLUNT): 

S. 170. A bill to provide for nonpreemption 
of measures by State and local governments 
to divest from entities that engage in com-
merce-related or investment-related boycott, 

divestment, or sanctions activities targeting 
Israel, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. NELSON, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr. 
WICKER): 

S. 171. A bill to reauthorize and amend the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration Commissioned Officer Corps Act of 
2002, to reauthorize the Hydrographic Serv-
ices Improvement Act of 1998, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Ms. 
WARREN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. MARKEY, 
and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 172. A bill to require the President to 
withdraw from the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Agreement and to make that Agreement in-
eligible for expedited consideration by Con-
gress; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
NELSON): 

S. 173. A bill to require the United States 
Postal Service to designate a single, unique 
ZIP code for particular communities; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr. 
SCHATZ): 

S. 174. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to consolidate the reporting 
obligations of the Federal Communications 
Commission in order to improve congres-
sional oversight and reduce reporting bur-
dens; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CASEY, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. WARNER, Mr. PORTMAN, 
Mr. TESTER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Ms. HEITKAMP, 
Mr. NELSON, Mr. BURR, and Mr. SUL-
LIVAN): 

S. 175. A bill to amend the Surface Mining 
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to 
transfer certain funds to the Multiemployer 
Health Benefit Plan and the 1974 United 
Mine Workers of America Pension Plan, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. 176. A bill to amend the Surface Mining 

Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to 
transfer certain funds to the Multiemployer 
Health Benefit Plan, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. REED, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. UDALL, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. 
MENENDEZ): 

S.J. Res. 5. A joint resolution removing the 
deadline for the ratification of the equal 
rights amendment; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. WICKER, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
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