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The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

——————

ANNIVERSARY OF THE PULSE
NIGHTCLUB MASS SHOOTING IN
ORLANDO

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
before I begin, I would like to take a
moment to remember the victims of
the shooting at the Pulse nightclub in
Orlando that occurred 1 year ago
today. It was the deadliest shooting by
a single gunman in our Nation’s his-
tory. Forty-nine Americans died that
night, and 53 more were injured. They
were children, parents, sisters, broth-
ers, and friends. They went out that
night to celebrate with their friends
and instead came face to face with a
soul twisted by an inexplicable hate.

The best way I can see to honor their
memory is to honor them with action.
We should redouble our efforts to make
this country safer from the scourge of
terrorism and gun violence to ensure
that our schools and our churches, our
theaters and our nightclubs are safe
places where all Americans can be who
they truly are. Let that be our mission
as we remember the 49 victims of the
Orlando attack and keep their families
in our prayers.

————

SANCTIONS LEGISLATION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on
Russia sanctions, soon we will move to
a cloture vote on the motion to proceed
to the Iran sanctions legislation. The
two leaders, Chairmen CORKER and
CRAPO, the two ranking members,
BROWN and CARDIN, continue to nego-
tiate a package of strong Russia sanc-
tions that can be offered as an amend-
ment to the bill. I am hopeful we can
come to an agreement soon, one that
at the very least includes legislation
put forward by Senators GRAHAM and
CARDIN that would establish a process
for Congress to review any Russia-re-
lated sanctions relief. Senator MCCAIN,
along with Senator CARDIN, has also
submitted an amendment for tough,
new sanctions, which I very much sup-
port. Democrats feel strongly that Rus-
sia sanctions should move alongside
Iran sanctions, and we are prepared to
do what we can to make sure we get a
vote on a good amendment and hope-
fully a bipartisan one.

———
SPECIAL COUNSEL MUELLER

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, as
we continue to grapple with last week’s
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testimony from former  Director
Comey, it seems the new strategy by
some on the right is now to question
the credibility of Special Counsel
Mueller. Already, former Speaker
Gingrich and others have said negative
things about Mueller just weeks after
praising his selection. They know that
Mr. Mueller is the man now responsible
for following up on Mr. Comey’s testi-
mony so the hard right is trying to dis-
credit him in advance. They know they
can’t debate the facts or the issues or
defend the actions of the White House
on the merits, so what do they do?
They attack the referee and try to be-
smirch the reputation of someone like
Mr. Mueller.

Mr. Mueller is a man of integrity.
That is agreed to by just about every-
body. He has devoted his entire career
to his country. He came out of private
life to do a job on behalf of his country
and be right down the middle. Even At-
torney General Jeff Sessions has
praised Mr. Mueller for his service and
credibility, saying his ‘‘integrity is un-
doubted,” as is his ‘‘experience and
love of country.” Those are Jeff Ses-
sions’ words. Now the political right
has pulled out their partisan knives to
try and defame his reputation.

It is a shameful, shameful ploy. The
right must be afraid of what Mr.
Mueller is going to find. I would ask
Speaker Gingrich a question. Is he
afraid of what Mr. Mueller is going to
find out? Is that why he is attacking
his reputation? The baseless attacks on
former Director Mueller ring hollow.
Former Director Mueller has been
hailed as a paragon of public service by
people of all political stripes. This
country comes to a low point when
that kind of attack is issued.

Despite what Speaker Gingrich may
try to imply, we should have every con-
fidence that he will investigate the
matters at hand with integrity and
thoroughness.

I can tell you one thing, the little bit
I know about him, Speaker Gingrich’s
attack and attacks like that will not
do a thing to deter Director Mueller
from finding out the truth.

———
HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION
Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, Madam

President, a word on healthcare.

The Republicans continue to work on
their healthcare bill behind closed
doors, and now it seems they are look-
ing for a vote on a final bill before the
July 4th recess.

To all of America, this should be a
red alert. This is not a drill. This is a
red alert. In a very short time, maybe
only 2 weeks, the Republican majority
may try to jam through a healthcare
bill that no one in America has seen—
no committee hearings, no public de-
bate. According to some reports, the
Republicans will not publicly release
the text until the very last moment.

What Senate Republicans are doing
on healthcare is one of the most out-
rageous examples of legislative mal-
practice in decades.
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Senator MCCONNELL, who believes in
regular order, ought to think long and
hard before he does this because it will
not go down as a fine moment in his-
tory for him, for his party, or for the
Senate. This is the party that chanted
‘“Read the bill, read the bill,” when
ObamaCare was being debated, and now
they will not even show the bill.

Democrats spent over a year on the
Affordable Care Act, the ObamaCare
bill, with multiple committee hearings.
We actually accepted dozens of Repub-
lican amendments. Show us the bill.
Senators GRASSLEY, HATCH, and others
had amendments that were added to
the bill. Show us the bill so we have
the same opportunity.

Why would the majority so starkly
depart from the normal legislative pro-
cedure? Why would they seek to pass in
the dark of night a bill that affects
one-sixth of the economy, millions of
people’s lives?

Leader MCCONNELL used to stress the
importance of regular order in the Sen-
ate. Why is he proceeding with the Re-
publican healthcare bill in the most ir-
regular way? I know why. It is because
Republicans don’t want the American
people to see the bill. They are so
ashamed of their healthcare plan, they
want to pass it in the dead of night,
with no hearings, no amendments—
rushing it through.

It is not a bill they are proud of. If
they were proud of the bill, they would
say: Let’s debate it. They are ashamed
of the bill. They know they have the
hard right on their backs saying: You
have to do something. But at least
have the decency, the honor, a little
bit of courage to put the bill out there
and let us debate it and let us amend
it.

The Republicans don’t want the
American people to know their bill will
likely gut Medicaid to finance a mas-
sive tax break for the wealthiest of
Americans, hurt the healthcare of av-
erage Americans, middle-class Ameri-
cans, elderly Americans, those who
abuse opioids, so they can have a big
tax break for people whose income is
above $200,000 a year.

The Republicans don’t want the
American people to know their bill will
make older and sicker Americans pay
more for less coverage. Someone 63 or
64 could see their premiums go up
three, four, five times, while million-
aires and billionaires get a break on
their taxes. If it were my bill, I would
be ashamed of it too. Thank God it is
not.

Republicans don’t want the American
people to know their bill will cause
their costs to go up, their care to go
down, while leaving millions of Ameri-
cans without health insurance. Why
are Republicans working so hard in se-
cret for a bill they are clearly not
proud of? Because the ideologues on
the hard right are pushing them to just
repeal and give a tax break to the rich.

It is because they repeated the polit-
ical slogan ‘‘repeal and replace’” to
their base for 7 years without coming
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up with a workable healthcare plan
when the day came that they were ac-
tually in charge.

Now we have this Frankenstein bill
from the House, assembled from spare
parts intended to buy off different Re-
publican constituencies, and the Re-
publican majority in the Senate, which
we thought at one point would show
more honor and more courage, seems
to be taking the same approach. They
are working on modifying the bill so it
can get 50 votes in their caucus, no
matter what the impact is on the coun-
try. Most of the devastating con-
sequences of the House bill will re-
main.

Mark my words, my Republican
friends, the Republican Party will re-
gret the day it passes a bill that looks
anything like what is now being con-
sidered. Every independent analysis
has shown that TrumpCare will dev-
astate sicker, older Americans, folks in
rural areas, the working poor, younger
couples and middle-aged couples who
have a parent in a nursing home. It
will raise costs on middle-class fami-
lies, and those struggling to get there
will be left with a healthcare system
that works only for the healthiest and
wealthiest among us, and the Repub-
licans will own every last shred of the
responsibility. They will own it com-
pletely because there has not been a
scrap of bipartisan input on the bill,
not a single Democratic amendment,
not a single hearing, and no one even
knows exactly what the bill looks like.

A senior GOP aide said in the paper
today that they weren’t releasing the
bill text because ‘‘we are not stupid.” 1
challenge that claim. Keeping a bill
this bad holed up in secret and then
forcing it down the throats of the
American people is much more stupid
than simply showing the bill, allowing
it to be vetted and amended, and allow-
ing it to be improved. It is much more
stupid.

The Republicans are going down a
dark path, down a dangerous road that
will have devastating consequences for
their party and of course for the Amer-
ican people. Believe me, this is not
what Democrats want.

We Democrats are actually willing to
take on some of the responsibility. We
are willing to work with our Repub-
lican colleagues to make improve-
ments to our healthcare system and to
fix problems with the existing law.
That involves some political risk. We
are willing to take on that risk to try
and help more Americans afford
healthcare.

The Republicans are doing just the
opposite by hiding their bill under lock
and key. They are trying to avoid the
risk of public backlash on a bill that,
at least the polling shows, has the sup-
port of a mere sliver of the American
people—18 percent. It will backfire. It
will do potentially irrevocable damage
to their party and more importantly to
our country.

The Republicans ought to turn back
before it is too late. They will rue the
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day they rushed this bill, in the dark of
night, that does so much damage to the
American people.

I yield the floor.

———————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

COUNTERING IRAN’S DESTA-
BILIZING ACTIVITIES ACT OF
2017—MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 722, which the clerk will
report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 110, S.
722, a bill to impose sanctions with respect
to Iran in relation to Iran’s ballistic missile
program, support for acts of international
terrorism, and violations of human rights,
and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip is recognized.

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, be-
fore he leaves the floor, I want to say
to my friend, the Democratic leader,
among his other attributes, he now
claims ommniscience. He knows every-
thing—even about things that haven’t
even been written yet, and I, for one,
appreciate as a Republican his concern
about the Republican Party.

I would challenge his memory be-
cause I was here in 2010, when 60 Demo-
crats in the Senate jammed through
ObamaCare, a bill that we frankly need
to save the American people from as it
begins to melt down.

As the distinguished Presiding Offi-
cer from Iowa knows, there is not a
single carrier in Iowa that is willing to
sell ObamaCare insurance on the ex-
changes because they are simply bleed-
ing money.

Mr. SCHUMER. Will my good friend
and gym mate from Texas yield for a
question?

Mr. CORNYN. I will yield for a ques-
tion.

Mr. SCHUMER. Is omniscience a
comment of all-knowing, and if I don’t
know what the bill is all about, then I
couldn’t be omniscient; isn’t that true?

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
would say to my friend from New York
that he is omniscient if he claims to
know the content of a bill that has not
yet been voted on or agreed upon by
Republicans in the Senate. I would just
put that in the same category as his
other advice to folks on this side of the
aisle and again challenge his memory
to how we got here in the first place.
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I was here on Christmas Eve when we
voted. I ended up voting against, but
Democrats voted to jam ObamaCare
through this body and on a strictly
party-line vote. The fact is, ObamaCare
is failing millions of people because if
they have access to coverage at all,
many of them have seen their pre-
miums go up an average of 105 percent
since 2013. That is the average in the
30-plus States that carry ObamaCare
insurance on the healthcare ex-
changes—a 105-percent increase. Many
of them have also seen their
deductibles get so big that they cannot
even really use the insurance they have
because basically they are effectively
self-insured.

So I take with a grain of salt the
comments from my friend from New
York that somehow we are doing some-
thing that is so horrible when we are
trying to rescue the American people
and clean up the mess our Democratic
friends created when they jammed
ObamaCare through on a party-line
vote. If they were serious about it,
what they would do is accept our invi-
tation to work with us to improve
healthcare for all Americans. It would
be much better if we could do this on a
bipartisan basis. It would certainly be
more durable and be sustained for
much longer than things done strictly
on party-line votes. Yet, in the absence
of any real help from our Democratic
friends, who just seem to be standing
idly by and not lifting a finger to help
the people being hurt by ObamaCare
today, we are going to have to do the
best we can with the hand we have
been dealt on behalf of the people
whom we represent.

Madam President, on another mat-
ter, as a global leader of state-spon-
sored terrorism, Iran continues to
threaten the very existence of the na-
tion of Israel and destabilize the Mid-
dle East by creating a breeding ground
for violence and hatred.

For the past several years, the
United States and our allies have at-
tempted to contain Iran, often to no
avail. For one, President Obama’s lop-
sided nuclear deal left a zero imprint
on Iran’s terrorist activities. So last
week the senior Senator from Ten-
nessee, the chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, intro-
duced legislation to apply impactful
and powerful sanctions on the nation of
Iran. This bill will give the President
the ability to block any trade that
could benefit Iran’s ballistic missile
programs or support its military build-
up.

I plan to introduce a bipartisan
amendment to this bill that would tar-
get Mahan Air. This is Iran’s largest
commercial airline that doubles as the
preferred mode of transportation for
terrorists and their weapons. That is
right. It is a civilian airline, but it is
actually used to facilitate terrorism
and to transport weapons. Mahan Air
not only supports the efforts of the
Quds Force, which is a special unit of
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
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