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By Mr. CORKER (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN):

S. Res. 188. A resolution condemning the
recent terrorist attacks in the United King-
dom, the Philippines, Indonesia, Egypt, Iraq,
Australia, and Iran and offering thoughts
and prayers and sincere condolences to all of
the victims, their families, and the people of
their countries; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. PAUL,
Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. MCCONNELL):

S. Res. 189. A resolution designating the
week of June 5 through June 11, 2017, as
“Hemp History Week’; considered and

agreed to.
————
ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 112

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 112, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to authorize per
diem payments under comprehensive
service programs for homeless veterans
to furnish care to dependents of home-
less veterans, and for other purposes.

S. 242

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
242, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to permit veterans to
grant access to their records in the
databases of the Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration to certain designated con-
gressional employees, and for other
purposes.

S. 266

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 266, a bill to award the
Congressional Gold Medal to Anwar
Sadat in recognition of his heroic
achievements and courageous contribu-
tions to peace in the Middle East.

S. 407

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 407, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the railroad track main-
tenance credit.

S. 425

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
425, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve the his-
toric rehabilitation tax credit, and for
other purposes.

S. 479

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 479, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
waive coinsurance under Medicare for
colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-
vention is required during the screen-
ing.

S. 543

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the

name of the Senator from Connecticut
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(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 543, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to require the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to in-
clude in each contract into which the
Secretary enters for necessary services
authorities and mechanism for appro-
priate oversight, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 563
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 563, a bill to amend the Flood
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 to re-
quire that certain buildings and per-
sonal property be covered by flood in-
surance, and for other purposes.
S. 593
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
593, a bill to amend the Pittman-Rob-
ertson Wildlife Restoration Act to fa-
cilitate the establishment of additional
or expanded public target ranges in
certain States.
S. 623
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
623, a bill to enhance the transparency
and accelerate the impact of assistance
provided under the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 to promote quality basic
education in developing countries, to
better enable such countries to achieve
universal access to quality basic edu-
cation and improved learning out-
comes, to eliminate duplication and
waste, and for other purposes.
S. 655
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 655, a bill to exempt certain 16-
and 17-year-old individuals employed in
logging operations from child labor
laws.
S. 670
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. MCcCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 670, a bill to provide for
the regulation of over-the-counter
hearing aids.
S. 700
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 700, a bill to improve the
reproductive assistance provided by the
Department of Defense and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to severely
wounded, ill, or injured members of the
Armed Forces, veterans, and their
spouses or partners, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 760
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 760, a bill to expand the Govern-
ment’s use and administration of data
to facilitate transparency, effective
governance, and innovation, and for
other purposes.
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S. 782
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CRUZ) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 782, a bill to reauthorize the
National Internet Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force Program, and for
other purposes.
S. 804
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 804, a bill to improve the
provision of health care for women vet-
erans by the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 808
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 808, a bill to provide pro-
tections for certain sports medicine
professionals who provide certain med-
ical services in a secondary State.
S. 896
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. DON-
NELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
896, a bill to permanently reauthorize
the Land and Water Conservation
Fund.
S. 926
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 926, a bill to authorize the
Global War on Terror Memorial Foun-
dation to establish the National Global
War on Terrorism Memorial as a com-
memorative work in the District of Co-
lumbia, and for other purposes.
S. 948
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 948, a bill to designate as wil-
derness certain Federal portions of the
red rock canyons of the Colorado Pla-
teau and the Great Basin Deserts in the
State of Utah for the benefit of present
and future generations of people in the
United States.
S. 1015
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1015, a bill to require the Federal
Communications Commission to study
the feasibility of designating a simple,
easy-to-remember dialing code to be
used for a national suicide prevention
and mental health crisis hotline sys-
tem.
S. 1038
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1038, a bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration to submit to Congress a report
on the utilization of small businesses
with respect to certain Federal con-
tracts.
S. 1151
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
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KIiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1151, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a non-
refundable credit for working family
caregivers.
S. 1169
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1169, a bill to amend title XIX of
the Social Security Act to provide
States with an option to provide med-
ical assistance to individuals between
the ages of 22 and 64 for inpatient serv-
ices to treat substance use disorders at
certain facilities, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1202
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1202, a bill to modify the
boundary of the Little Rock Central
High School National Historic Site,
and for other purposes.
S. 1277
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1277, a bill to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to carry out a high
technology education pilot program,
and for other purposes.
S. 1309
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1309, a bill to amend title II of
the Social Security Act to permit
American Indian tribal councils to
enter into agreements with the Com-
missioner of Social Security to obtain
social security coverage for services
performed by tribal council members.
S. RES. 54
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added
as a cosponsor of S. Res. 54, a resolu-
tion expressing the unwavering com-
mitment of the United States to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN):

S. 1327. A bill to amend the Con-
trolled Substances Act to clarify how
controlled substance analogues are to
be regulated, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
am pleased to be an original cosponsor
of the Stop the Importation and Traf-
ficking of Synthetic Analogues Act
with my colleague Senator CHUCK
GRASSLEY. This legislation addresses
the significant challenges associated
with prosecuting those who manufac-
ture and traffic deadly synthetic drugs,
including synthetic opioids, like clan-
destinely produced fentanyl, and syn-
thetic cannabinoids and cathinones.

Synthetic drugs pose an increasing
threat to our Nation. They hit our
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communities in cycles and cause devas-
tation. For example, in Corpus Christi,
TX, there were 31 EMS calls in 1 day
related to synthetic drugs. In Syra-
cuse, NY, 18 individuals were taken to
the emergency room in a 24-hour period
after taking synthetic marijuana, and
in Cincinnati, OH, a shocking 174
overdoses occurred over 6 days. These
overdoses were largely attributed to
heroin laced with carfentanil, a syn-
thetic opioid that is 100,000 times
stronger than morphine.

In 2012, Congress outlawed many syn-
thetic drugs, but manufacturers did
not stop producing them. Instead, they
began producing controlled substance
analogues which mimic the effects of
controlled substances, such as opioids,
marijuana, PCP, and LSD.

The new drug, even though it has an
effect on the body that is similar to a
controlled substance, may no longer be
illegal under Federal law because it is
not listed in one of the five schedules
of the Controlled Substances Act. Con-
sequently, these drugs are shipped to
our country and marketed as legal al-
ternatives to illegal drugs.

This makes enforcement efforts dif-
ficult.

Synthetic opioids, like fentanyl, are
deadly. Since 2015, 130 deaths have been
linked to the drug in the Bay area of
California. Nationally, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention reports
that more than 15,000 deaths in 2015 in-
volved synthetic opioids other than
methadone, which includes fentanyl.
That is equivalent to 42 deaths per day.

Like other synthetic drugs, illicit
fentanyl and its analogues are clandes-
tinely produced, and primarily enter
the United States in one of three ways:

(1) Chinese chemists produce and ship
it to the United States via inter-
national mail;

(2) Mexican drug traffickers produce
it with precursor chemicals from China
and smuggle it across the Southwest
Border; or

(3) Chinese chemists produce and ship
it to Canada, where it is smuggled
across the northern border.

The point is, regardless of the type,
synthetic drugs pose a deadly and
quickly evolving public health threat.

It is clear that the current system
for scheduling controlled substances
and prosecuting controlled substance
analogues is not able to keep up with
the speed with which new synthetic
drugs are produced or to prevent the
deaths they cause.

That is why the Stop the Importation
and Trafficking of Synthetic Drugs Act
to provide the Department of Justice
with new tools, using a multifaceted
approach.

First, the bill immediately controls
13 fentanyl analogues that law enforce-
ment has come into contact with.
These substances have already caused
162 overdose deaths in the United
States.

Second, while the existing Federal
Analogue Enforcement Act allows pros-
ecutors to charge those who manufac-
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ture, distribute, or dispense controlled
substance analogues, the law contains
definition of a controlled substance
analogue that is vague and often mis-
interpreted. As a result, court cases
using this law result in a drawn out
and expensive battle of the experts.

Moreover, because because controlled
substance analogues are not listed as
federally controlled substances, even if
a prosecutor in one case successfully
proves that a substance is a controlled
substance analogue, this ruling is not
applied across the board. A different
person charged with manufacturing the
exact same substance in another case
is not automatically guilty of a crime.
Instead, the prosecutor in the new case
has to reprove that the substance in
question is an analogue all over again.

Therefore, to ensure that prosecutors
do not have to reprove that a substance
is an analogue each and every time it
appears, the bill establishes a new
schedule A.

The legislation authorizes the Attor-
ney General to add new synthetic
drugs, including fentanyl and other
analogues, to this new schedule, and
make them illegal through an expe-
dited, temporary scheduling process.

It also authorizes the Attorney Gen-
eral to permanently schedule these
substances, either in schedule A or in
another schedule, like schedule I. This
provides the Attorney General with the
maximum flexibility needed to better
combat these dangerous drugs.

Those found guilty of manufacturing,
distributing, or dispensing schedule A
substances would be subject to existing
schedule III penalties, or a maximum
of 10 years imprisonment for a first of-
fense.

The Department of Justice has told
my staff that this approach will allow
them to act quickly when new and dan-
gerous substances threaten our com-
munities.

Recognizing that the vast majority
of synthetic drugs originate from out-
side of the United States, the legisla-
tion imposes criminal penalties for the
illegal import and export of substances
designated as schedule A. It also au-
thorizes penalties for those who manu-
facture or distribute these substances
while intending, knowing, or having
reasonable cause to believe they will
ultimately be imported into the United
States.

Third, the bill maintains the ability
of prosecutors to charge defendants
using the Federal Analogue Enforce-
ment Act, but clarifies the definition
of a controlled substance analogue
within the Act.

Specifically, the language -clarifies
that the chemical structure of the sub-
stance must be similar to that of
schedule I or II controlled substance to
be considered a controlled substance
analogue. On top of this, the substance
must also have a stimulant, depressant
or hallucinogenic effect on the body
that is similar to a schedule I or II con-
trolled substance or the person manu-
facturing, distributing or dispensing
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