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S. 1302. A bill to provide for the conversion 

of temporary judgeships to permanent judge-
ships, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 1303. A bill to prohibit discrimination in 
adoption or foster care placements based on 
the sexual orientation, gender identity, or 
marital status of any prospective adoptive or 
foster parent, or the sexual orientation or 
gender identity of the child involved; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. BROWN, and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 1304. A bill to amend part B of title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to exclude 
customary prompt pay discounts from manu-
facturers to wholesalers from the average 
sales price for drugs and biologicals under 
Medicare, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Ms. 
HEITKAMP): 

S. 1305. A bill to provide U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection with adequate flexibility 
in its employment authorities; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. LEAHY: 
S. 1306. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to establish refundable tax 
credits for expenses relating to ensuring 
safety and accessibility in historic struc-
tures; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms. 
HASSAN, Ms. WARREN, Ms. HARRIS, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. LEAHY, and Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND): 

S. 1307. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand eligibility to re-
ceive refundable tax credits for coverage 
under a qualified health plan; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and 
Mr. PETERS): 

S. 1308. A bill to increase authorized fund-
ing for the Soo Locks; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mr. THUNE): 

S. 1309. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to permit American Indian 
tribal councils to enter into agreements with 
the Commissioner of Social Security to ob-
tain social security coverage for services 
performed by tribal council members; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mr. TESTER, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Mr. DONNELLY, and Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. 1310. A bill to amend the Home Mort-
gage Disclosure Act of 1975 to specify which 
depository institutions are subject to the 
maintenance of records and disclosure re-
quirements of such Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. CORKER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
HELLER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. HATCH, Mr. BURR, and Ms. 
HEITKAMP): 

S. 1311. A bill to provide assistance in abol-
ishing human trafficking in the United 
States; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. CORKER, and Mr. RUBIO): 

S. 1312. A bill to prioritize the fight against 
human trafficking in the United States; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 1313. A bill to reauthorize the National 
Flood Insurance Program, and for other pur-

poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. 1314. A bill to amend the Natural Gas 
Act to bolster fairness and transparency in 
consideration of interstate natural gas pipe-
lines, to provide for greater public input op-
portunities, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. THUNE, and Mr. 
NELSON): 

S. Res. 185. A resolution recognizing and 
expressing support for the goals and ideals of 
National Water Safety Month; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself and Mr. 
COTTON): 

S. Res. 186. A resolution recognizing the 
Aviation Cadet Museum in Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas, as the national aviation cadet mu-
seum of the United States; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and 
Mr. DURBIN): 

S. Res. 187. A resolution congratulating 
and honoring Fermi National Accelerator 
Laboratory on 50 years of groundbreaking 
discoveries; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 170 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 170, a bill to provide for non-
preemption of measures by State and 
local governments to divest from enti-
ties that engage in commerce-related 
or investment-related boycott, divest-
ment, or sanctions activities targeting 
Israel, and for other purposes. 

S. 203 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 
of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
KENNEDY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 203, a bill to reaffirm that the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency may not 
regulate vehicles used solely for com-
petition, and for other purposes. 

S. 301 

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 301, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to prohibit govern-
mental discrimination against pro-
viders of health services that are not 
involved in abortion. 

S. 319 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 319, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to direct the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to estab-
lish within the Department of Veterans 
Affairs a center of excellence in the 
prevention, diagnosis, mitigation, 

treatment, and rehabilitation of health 
conditions relating to exposure to burn 
pits. 

S. 341 
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 341, a bill to provide for 
congressional oversight of actions to 
waive, suspend, reduce, provide relief 
from, or otherwise limit the applica-
tion of sanctions with respect to the 
Russian Federation, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 379 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 379, a bill to amend title II of the 
Social Security Act to eliminate the 
five month waiting period for dis-
ability insurance benefits under such 
title for individuals with amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis. 

S. 447 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 447, a bill to require reporting on 
acts of certain foreign countries on 
Holocaust era assets and related issues. 

S. 486 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 486, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
the non-application of Medicare com-
petitive acquisition rates to complex 
rehabilitative wheelchairs and acces-
sories. 

S. 722 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
722, a bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to Iran in relation to Iran’s bal-
listic missile program, support for acts 
of international terrorism, and viola-
tions of human rights, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 749 
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name 

of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. ERNST) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 749, a 
bill to amend the Higher Education Act 
of 1965 to require the disclosure of the 
annual percentage rates applicable to 
Federal student loans. 

S. 751 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 751, a bill to amend title 54, 
United States Code, to establish, fund, 
and provide for the use of amounts in a 
National Park Service Legacy Restora-
tion Fund to address the maintenance 
backlog of the National Park Service, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 806 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 806, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act to ensure College for All. 

S. 829 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
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(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 829, a bill to reauthorize the 
Assistance to Firefighters Grants pro-
gram, the Fire Prevention and Safety 
Grants program, and the Staffing for 
Adequate Fire and Emergency Re-
sponse grant program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 926 

At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
YOUNG) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
926, a bill to authorize the Global War 
on Terror Memorial Foundation to es-
tablish the National Global War on 
Terrorism Memorial as a commemora-
tive work in the District of Columbia, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 928 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 928, a bill to prohibit, as 
an unfair or deceptive act or practice, 
commercial sexual orientation conver-
sion therapy, and for other purposes. 

S. 1018 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1018, a bill to provide humani-
tarian assistance for the Venezuelan 
people, to defend democratic govern-
ance and combat widespread public 
corruption in Venezuela, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1050 

At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1050, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal, collectively, to the Chi-
nese-American Veterans of World War 
II, in recognition of their dedicated 
service during World War II. 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the name of the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1050, supra. 

S. 1055 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1055, a bill to restrict the 
exportation of certain defense articles 
to the Philippine National Police, to 
work with the Philippines to support 
civil society and a public health ap-
proach to substance abuse, to report on 
Chinese and other sources of narcotics 
to the Republic of the Philippines, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1068 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1068, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide tax incentives for increased in-
vestment in clean energy. 

S. 1099 

At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1099, a bill to provide for the iden-
tification and prevention of improper 

payments and the identification of 
strategic sourcing opportunities by re-
viewing and analyzing the use of Fed-
eral agency charge cards. 

S. 1129 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1129, a bill to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1146 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1146, a bill to enhance the 
ability of the Office of the National 
Ombudsman to assist small businesses 
in meeting regulatory requirements 
and develop outreach initiatives to pro-
mote awareness of the services the Of-
fice of the National Ombudsman pro-
vides, and for other purposes. 

S. 1154 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1154, a bill to amend title 37, 
United States Code, to provide for the 
housing treatment of members of the 
Armed Forces and their spouses and de-
pendents undergoing a permanent 
change of station in the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 42 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S.J. Res. 42, a joint resolution relating 
to the disapproval of the proposed ex-
port to the Government of the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia of certain defense 
articles. 

S.J. RES. 44 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 44, a joint resolu-
tion condemning the deadly attack on 
May 26, 2017, in Portland, Oregon, ex-
pressing deepest condolences to the 
families and friends of the victims, and 
supporting efforts to overcome hatred, 
bigotry, and violence. 

S. RES. 136 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 136, a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the 102nd 
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. 

S. RES. 174 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 174, a resolution 
recognizing the 100th anniversary of 
Lions Clubs International and cele-
brating the Lions Clubs International 
for a long history of humanitarian 
service. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and 
Ms. HEITKAMP): 

S. 1305. A bill to provide U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection with ade-
quate flexibility in its employment au-
thorities; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak in support of the Customs and 
Border Protection Hiring and Reten-
tion Act, or CBP HiRe Act. 

In recent years, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, or CBP, has had a 
lot of trouble recruiting, hiring, and re-
taining personnel to adequately staff 
the border and our ports of entry. 
Today, CBP is nearly 1,000 officers 
below the mandated staffing levels. 
The Border Patrol, whose duty it is to 
secure 6,000 miles of borderlands, suf-
fers from a shortage of more than 1,800 
agents. These shortages persist, despite 
ample backing and funding from Con-
gress and the threat they pose to both 
national security and trade-reliant 
communities and economies, particu-
larly in my State of Arizona. This has 
been frustrating for border commu-
nities across the country, but it is es-
pecially problematic for Arizona, a 
State that depends on both border se-
curity and a lot of cross-border trade. 

For example, the Nogales port of 
entry in Southern Arizona is one of the 
busiest ports in the United States. It 
processes approximately $2.5 billion 
worth of produce each year. Arizona 
alone does about $15 billion in trade 
with Mexico alone, every year. Mexi-
can shoppers spend about $8 million in 
stores in Arizona every day. 

However, the port currently is suf-
fering from a 23-percent shortage of 
CBP officers. Our ports cannot effec-
tively and efficiently facilitate the 
flow of commerce across the border 
without adequate staffing. 

One of the biggest challenges in both 
retaining and hiring new officers and 
agents for frontline positions has been 
the remoteness of CBP installations. 
CBP officers and border agents are 
often stationed in geographically re-
mote and isolated locations. This like-
ly contributes to the fact that, of those 
leaving the agency, nearly 30 percent of 
Border Patrol agents and over 10 per-
cent of CBP officers are lost to other 
agencies. 

Massive staffing shortages aside, CBP 
is barely able to hire fast enough to fill 
the jobs left by departing agents and 
officers. So we have great needs that 
are not being filled, but we also have 
attrition we simply can’t replace. In 
fact, CBP hires only 1 out of every 64 
applicants for officer positions, and 1 
out of every 113 applicants for Border 
Patrol agent positions. This means 
that less than 2 percent of applicants 
manage to get through CBP’s hiring 
process. The situation at CBP today is 
simply unsustainable. 

Congress can’t sit idly by as slow hir-
ing rates and accelerating attrition 
threaten the security of our borders 
and the underpinnings of our economy. 
To that end, I am pleased to introduce 
my CBP HiRe Act with Senator 
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