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World War I. His mother, Clara, was a 
telephone operator. When Bill was 5, he 
moved with his family to McAlester, 
OK. This was during the middle of the 
Great Depression, and times were 
tough. Bill’s father owned a radio re-
pair shop and later ran a roller rink to 
provide for the family. As Bill said 
some years later, ‘‘We never had much 
money, but neither did anyone else. We 
never missed any meals, but we ate a 
lot of beans, and a soup bone on Sun-
day was a real treat.’’ 

In September 1941, at the age of 17, 
Bill enlisted in the Army. It was 3 
months before Pearl Harbor. After 
basic training, Bill applied for and was 
accepted to airplane gunnery school. 
Following completion of his training, a 
request came in for a gunner for a 
group headed to Africa. As Bill later 
told the story, his captain ‘‘flipped a 
coin between two candidates, me and 
Bill Haygood. I lost and Bill Haygood 
went to North Africa and was killed 
within six weeks. A flip of a coin de-
cided that I would live through the 
war.’’ 

Instead of going to Africa, Bill was 
sent to Europe with the Eighth Air 
Force, 446th Bomb Group. The 446th 
Bomb Group, which came to be known 
as the Bungay Buckaroos, led the 
Eighth Air Force on the first heavy 
bomber mission on D-Day, June 6, 1944, 
and later supported Allied ground 
forces as they moved east toward Ber-
lin through France and Germany. 

Bill served as a waist gunner and flew 
missions in B–17s and B–24s. In total, 
he flew 33 combat missions. This was 
very dangerous work. Of his original 
flight crew, only Bill and one other 
were still alive at the war’s end. For 
his service, he received the Air Medal 
with three bronze oakleaf clusters and 
the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

After receiving an honorable dis-
charge as a staff sergeant in 1945, Bill 
returned to Oklahoma, studied busi-
ness on the G.I. bill, and became a cer-
tified public accountant. 

In 1951, he married Dorothy Lee Hart-
man in Fort Sill, OK. Like Bill, Doro-
thy grew up in Oklahoma during the 
Great Depression. She was working as 
a nurse in Tulsa when they met. A year 
after Bill and Dorothy married, their 
son Bruce was born. Seven years later, 
another son, Jeff, was born. 

In 1962, Bill and his family moved 
from Tulsa to Casper, WY, so Bill and 
Dorothy could pursue their love of the 
outdoors. During this time, Bill contin-
ued his work as an accountant, serving 
in the Casper Chamber of Commerce 
and as president of the Wyoming chap-
ter of certified public accountants. He 
grew his firm, Bates and Hocker, into 
the largest accounting firm in the 
State of Wyoming. 

After Bill retired, he and Dorothy 
moved to California, Arizona, and then 
Utah, returning to Casper every sum-
mer to hunt, fish, and enjoy Wyoming’s 
cool summers. Bill became an avid sa-
fari hunter, traveling to Africa 15 
times to hunt game. 

After Dorothy passed away in 2012, 
Bill returned to Wyoming, where he 
spent many happy days in Jackson 
near his son Jeff and daughter-in-law 
Vickie. He passed away on December 5 
of last year, surrounded by family and 
loved ones. He is survived by his sons 
Bruce and Jeff, daughters-in-law 
Debbie and Vickie, six grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren. 

I said at the outset that Bill’s life 
story typifies many of his generation. 
He grew up during the Great Depres-
sion, when times were hard and money 
scarce. He served with valor in World 
War II, where he risked his life many 
times for his country and fellow serv-
icemen. After the war, he went to col-
lege, got married, and started a family. 
He built a business and served in the 
community. He was a faithful husband 
and a steadfast provider for his chil-
dren. 

Men like Bill Bates are the reason 
America and her allies prevailed in 
World War II. Men like Bill Bates are 
the reason we enjoy such a prosperous 
and free country today. I am grateful 
for this opportunity to add a few words 
in Bill’s memory and wish his family 
the very best. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 
∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
was unavoidably detained for rollcall 
vote No. 138 on adoption of S. Res. 176. 
Had I been present, I would have voted 
yea. 

As a cosponsor of S. Res. 176, I would 
have joined many of my colleagues in 
voting for its adoption. Noting this 
week marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Six-Day War and the reunification of 
the city of Jerusalem, this resolution 
recognizes that there has been a con-
tinuous Jewish presence in the city of 
Jerusalem for 3,000 years and that the 
holy city is home to people of Jewish, 
Muslim, and Christian faiths. This res-
olution reaffirms longstanding U.S. po-
sitions, including that the permanent 
status of Jerusalem must be negotiated 
between the parties through final sta-
tus negotiations for a two-state solu-
tion. This resolution further reaffirms 
the importance of the U.S.-Israel rela-
tionship and our shared value of pro-
moting religious freedom.∑ 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 

36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-

tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
16–77, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for defense articles 
and services estimated to cost $750 million. 
After this letter is delivered to your office, 
we plan to issue a news release to notify the 
public of this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
J. W. RIXEY, 

Vice Admiral, USN, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 16–77 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $ 0 million. 
Other $750 million. 
Total $750 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 
Non-MDE includes: Continuation of a blan-

ket order training program inside and out-
side of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that in-
cludes, but is not limited to, flight training, 
technical training, professional military 
education, specialized training, mobile train-
ing teams (MTTs), and English language 
training. These blanket order training cases 
will cover all relevant types of training of-
fered by or contracted through the U.S. Air 
Force or Department of Defense Agencies 
(DOD), to include participation in CONUS 
DOD-sponsored education, as well as MTTs 
that will travel to Saudi Arabia. This train-
ing for the Royal Saudi Air Force (RSAF) 
and other Saudi forces will include such sub-
jects as civilian casualty avoidance, the law 
of armed conflict, human rights command 
and control, and targeting via MTTs and/or 
broader Programs of Instruction (POIs). Pro-
gram management, trainers, simulators, 
travel, billeting, and medical support may 
also be included. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force. 
(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: FMS Case 

NFS—$44M, FMS Case NFT—$48M, FMS Case 
NFU—$82M, FMS Case TGP—$53M, FMS 
Case THB—$93M, FMS Case THD—$73M, 
FMS Case THE—$69M, FMS Case THF—$39M, 
FMS Case THG—$93M. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid. Of-
fered. or Agreed to be Paid: None. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 2, 2017. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 
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POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Saudi Arabia—Blanket Order Training 
The Government of Saudi Arabia requested 

a possible sale of continued blanket order 
training program inside and outside of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that includes, but 
is not limited to, flight training, technical 
training, professional military education, 
specialized training, mobile training teams 
(MTTs), and English language training. 
These blanket order training cases cover all 
relevant types of training offered by or con-
tracted through the U.S. Air Force or De-
partment of Defense (DoD) Agencies, to in-
clude participation in CONUS DOD-spon-
sored education, as well as MTTs that will 
travel to Saudi Arabia. This training for the 
Royal Saudi Air Force (RSAF) and other 
Saudi forces will include such subjects as ci-
vilian casualty avoidance, the law of armed 
conflict, human rights command and con-
trol, and targeting via MTTs and/or broader 
Programs of Instruction (POIs). Program 
management, trainers, simulators, travel, 
billeting, and medical support may also be 
included. The estimated program cost is $750 
million. 

This proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security of the 
United States by helping to improve the se-
curity of an important partner which has 
been and continues to be a leading contrib-
utor of political stability and economic 
progress in the Middle East. 

This training would support the United 
States’ continued commitment to Saudi Ara-
bia’s security and strengthen the U.S.-Saudi 
Arabia strategic partnership. Assisting the 
RSAF supports Saudi Arabia in deterring 
hostile actions and increases U.S.-Saudi Ara-
bia military interoperability. It also helps 
their ability to work with coalition partners 
during training, exercises, and operations. 
Saudi Arabia will have no difficulty absorb-
ing this training and support. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Saudi Arabia. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. All defense articles/services have been 
approved for release. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF AMUL R. 
THAPAR 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
could not support Judge Amul Thapar’s 
nomination to fill the vacancy on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Cir-
cuit. I was extremely concerned about 
Judge Thapar’s views about how the 
law applies to the issue of money in 
politics. According to Judge Thapar, 
‘‘there is simply no difference between 
saying that one supports an organiza-
tion by using words and saying that 
one supports an organization by donat-
ing money.’’ His opinion on the role of 
money in politics in Winter v. 
Wolnitzek was so extreme that, even in 
this post-Citizens United era, it was 
unanimously overruled by the Sixth 
Circuit. Judge Thapar’s willingness to 
dismiss ethical rules created to avoid 
partisanship and to ensure impartiality 
is troubling and prevented me from 
supporting his nomination. 

Ever since the Supreme Court rulings 
in Citizens United v. FEC and 

McCutcheon v. Federal Election Com-
mission, No. 12–536, our political sys-
tem has been infiltrated by dark 
money. The untraceable and unlimited 
amount of money pouring into elec-
tions has changed our political system 
for the worse, and Americans across 
party lines agree. Eighty-four percent 
of Americans think that money has too 
much influence in politics, and over 
half of Americans think that politi-
cians only promote policies in support 
of their donors and not their voters. 
President Trump has nominated a 
judge who wants to erode what few pro-
tections currently exist to limit money 
in politics and whose views are outside 
of the mainstream. 

Judge Thapar’s views on money in 
politics may be among the reasons why 
the conservative Federalist Society 
and the Heritage Foundation included 
Judge Thapar on the short list of pos-
sible Supreme Court nominees that 
they prepared for President Trump. I 
find President Trump’s outsourcing of 
the judicial selection process to third- 
party organizations alarming. Tradi-
tionally, Presidential administrations 
have consulted with Senators of both 
parties as they selected judicial nomi-
nees. The Trump administration 
consults with partisan organizations 
instead. 

The very fact that this vacancy ex-
isted is another example of Republican 
obstructionism and the unnecessary 
politicization of the judiciary. Former- 
President Obama nominated Judge 
Lisabeth Tabor Hughes to fill this va-
cant seat in March 2016. Much like the 
Supreme Court seat vacated by the 
death of Justice Antonin Scalia, Re-
publicans refused to hold a hearing or 
fill the seat. 

The seat should have been filled long 
ago, but regardless, Judge Thapar is 
not the right person to fill it now. 

f 

OREGON JEWISH MUSEUM AND 
CENTER FOR HOLOCAUST EDU-
CATION 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I want to 
acknowledge an exciting moment in 
Oregon’s history: the grand opening of 
the new Oregon Jewish Museum and 
Center for Holocaust Education in 
Portland. The 15,000-square-foot mu-
seum now has a permanent place in our 
State where anyone can come to learn 
and experience Jewish culture and his-
tory. 

Jews have lived in Oregon for more 
than 165 years. Many immigrated here 
to escape the horrors of the Holocaust; 
others came with the hope of finding a 
new life in a new land. I am the son of 
immigrants who fled Nazi Germany, so 
this history is especially personal. As a 
proud American Jew, I know that for 
each dark chapter in our history, there 
is a story of perseverance, of hope, of 
triumph. The rich traditions and cul-
ture within the Jewish community 
must be preserved and taught for gen-
erations to come. That is why I am so 
proud of the work done by the commu-

nity in Oregon and by the Portland 
museum staff and board to bring this 
museum to an even grander scale. 

The museum has come a long way 
from its initial beginnings when it was 
known as the museum without walls. 
From the first exhibition, ‘‘Jews of 
Greece,’’ at the Multnomah County 
Central Library in 1990, interest grew- 
and so has the museum’s footprint. 
Now, with this new state-of-the-art fa-
cility, the museum will continue to 
educate and open the minds of many 
about the experiences of Oregon’s vi-
brant Jewish community. In fact, it 
continues to be the only community 
repository for displaying that experi-
ence in my home State. 

It is my distinct honor to recognize 
the Oregon Jewish Museum and Center 
for Holocaust Education. It brings in-
credible exhibitions to our State, pro-
vides a full-time Holocaust educator to 
help those who want to learn more 
about this tragic piece of history, and 
remains the steward of the Oregon Hol-
ocaust Memorial in Portland’s Wash-
ington Park. I am greatly appreciative 
for all this museum does and will do for 
Oregon. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, with amendment, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

S. 1083. An act to amend section 1214 of 
title 5, United States Code, to provide for 
stays during a period that the Merit Systems 
Protection Board lacks a quorum. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 1761. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to criminalize the knowing con-
sent of the visual depiction, or life trans-
mission, of a minor engaged in sexually ex-
plicit conduct, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1973. An act to prevent the sexual 
abuse of minors and amateur athletes by re-
quiring the prompt reporting of sexual abuse 
to law enforcement authorities, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 4355(a), and the 
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