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I stand ready to partner with my col-

leagues on both sides of the aisle on 
this issue, and I am confident that to-
gether we can find a solution to this 
problem once and for all. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 

Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the cloture 
motion on the Elwood nomination be 
withdrawn, and that following leader 
remarks on Tuesday, June 6, the Sen-
ate resume consideration of the nomi-
nation, with the time equally divided 
until 2:15 p.m. I further ask that at 2:15 
p.m., on June 6, the Senate vote on 
confirmation of the Elwood nomina-
tion, and that, if confirmed, the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table and the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HELLER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SASSE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PERDUE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. SASSE. Mr. President, I yield 
back all remaining time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

All time is yielded back. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Thapar nomi-
nation? 

Mr. SASSE. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Washington (Ms. CANT-
WELL), the Senator from Hawaii (Ms. 
HIRONO), the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ), and the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. UDALL), are necessarily 
absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 137 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 

Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 

Lee 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 

Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Strange 

Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—44 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 

Murray 
Nelson 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—4 

Cantwell 
Hirono 

Schatz 
Udall 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The Senator from Iowa. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, May 
is National Foster Care Month. I thank 
my colleagues for unanimously sup-
porting the resolution recognizing May 
as National Foster Care Month. 

National Foster Care Month has been 
recognized for over 20 years as a time 
we all celebrate the voices of foster 
youth and bring awareness to the chal-
lenges these young people face. During 
this month, organizations in Iowa— 
and, for that matter, all across the 
country—have been working to support 
and to recognize the young people who 
are in foster care. 

Nationally, there are over 425,000 
children in foster care. In Iowa alone, 
almost 4,000 kids entered foster care in 
2015, the last year for statistics. I sa-
lute all of those who work tirelessly to 
support these children. This includes a 
lot of different groups but particularly 
foster parents, who open their hearts 
and homes to children who need this 
vital support. The group also includes 
social workers, advocates, and alumni 
of the foster care system who, as young 
people, have gone through a lot. They 
are there to inform lawmakers and the 
public, and they are there to fight to 
secure better outcomes for kids in care. 

As stated in our resolution, Congress 
must continue to work toward real so-
lutions for these children, who often 
face trauma, abuse, and neglect, both 
before and after they are removed from 
their parents’ care. We must work to 
ensure that all children, no matter 
their circumstances, have a permanent, 
loving home and consistent, caring 
adults in their lives. 

With legislation such as the Fos-
tering Connections Act, passed in 2008, 
and the Child and Family Services Im-
provement and Innovation Act, passed 
in 2011, we have made some progress. 
These laws provided new investments 
and new services to improve the out-
comes for children in the foster care 
system. 

Even after all that, our work is not 
done. Over 20,000 young people aged out 
of the foster care system in 2015, with 
no legal permanent connection to any 
family. This impacts their ability to 
pursue higher education, to find em-
ployment and stable housing, and, 
most importantly, to prepare for the 
future. 

While in care, children experience an 
average of three different placements; 
65 percent of the kids in foster care 
change schools seven or more times. 
We see a great amount of instability 
and resulting insecurity when this is 
what happens in the life of somebody in 
foster care. This constant uncertainty 
compounds the trauma of neglect and 
of abuse and makes it hard for these 
kids to make connections to their com-
munities. 

Through my work in the Senate Cau-
cus on Foster Youth, I have had the op-
portunity to hear firsthand what these 
young people in foster care need. They 
need love, they need support, they need 
safety and permanency, and they need 
a family. Those last two are the first 
words I ever heard from kids in foster 
care when I first took time 25 years ago 
to listen to some of them. They had 
been shunted from one home to an-
other home over a period of time. They 
said: We would like to have a mom and 
dad; we would like to have a home. 
That is what this movement is all 
about. 

Moving forward, Congress must con-
tinue to work to find better solutions 
and secure better outcomes for our 
young people in foster care. 

Once again, I thank all of my col-
leagues for supporting this resolution. 
It is important that this month—and, 
for that matter, all year long—we con-
tinue to support the goals of National 
Foster Care Month. 

f 

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 

wish to address the issue of the 
healthcare debate that has been going 
on since the first of the year. Now that 
it has passed the House of Representa-
tives, it comes to the Senate. The Sen-
ate is working on its own bill, not 
working from the House bill. This is 
still evolving, and I hope it will evolve 
very, very quickly. 
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One of the things we face is to make 

sure we have accessible, affordable care 
for anyone who wants to buy health in-
surance. 

I rise today, as I have in the past, to 
share real stories from real Iowans who 
have been harmed—not helped—by the 
Affordable Care Act. I know there are 
plenty of examples we can give of peo-
ple who have not benefited from the Af-
fordable Care Act. As we have found so 
many times, the Affordable Care Act 
has become the un-Affordable Care Act. 
The other side often talks about the 
benefits of ACA without mentioning 
the reality I am trying to bring to this 
debate. 

There is a reason Republicans are 
acting to protect Americans from the 
loss of access to medical care. 
ObamaCare has broken its promises. 
All these promises, made over and over 
again, have not stood the test of time, 
so I would like to remind everyone of 
some of these promises. 

The promise: If you like your doctor, 
you can keep your doctor. 

The reality: This promise was even 
scrubbed from the ObamaCare website 
after everyone knew it was a farce. 

The promise: You will be able to keep 
your insurance plan. 

What is the reality? In the fall of 
2013, between 7 and 12 million people 
had health insurance cancelled. 
ObamaCare’s mandates resulted in 
fewer choices for people to buy afford-
able insurance. People were kicked off 
plans they liked and plans that, until 
ObamaCare, they could afford. This 
promise was dubbed the ‘‘Lie of the 
Year.’’ 

Another promise was made: Your pre-
miums will go down by $2,500. 

That is not even close. I have been 
quoting for a long period of time that 
they had gone up at least $3,500. Now, 
more recently, I have seen a figure of 
an average of $4,300. So, in reality, that 
$2,500 promise that premiums would go 
down wasn’t even close. 

In Iowa, premiums increased up to 43 
percent in just 1 year. One farmer told 
me that his insurance went up from 
$20,000 to $32,000 in 1 year. He was able 
to get the premium down to $25,000 by 
taking advantage of an HMO, but the 
deductible for that plan was $15,000. 
You have an insurance policy, but you 
may never use it. 

The biggest promise: You were prom-
ised access to affordable health care. 
The law is called the Affordable Care 
Act. That is the most concerning of 
all—the situation created by 
ObamaCare is far from affordable. 

What is the reality? Premiums in 
2017 have doubled for a majority of 
States using ObamaCare exchanges. In 
three States, premiums have tripled 
during ObamaCare. One Iowan from 
Pomeroy, IA, wrote to me and said she 
shopped for an ObamaCare plan and 
found that she would have to pay $9,000 
out-of-pocket before her insurance 
kicks in. She told me she doesn’t know 
where that money would come from, 
and of course that makes that policy 
too expensive to use. 

For the past 7 years, ObamaCare has 
not been working, and it will never 
work for the American people. Repub-
licans are not going to accept failure. 
That is why we are working so hard to 
put together what we have promised 
the people of this country for the last 
7 years—to repeal and replace. Point-
ing out the shortcomings of affordable 
care, we aim for better, and that is 
what guides us as we continue to work 
on repealing and replacing this failed 
law. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
f 

ARCTIC COUNCIL 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
often come to the floor of the U.S. Sen-
ate to discuss issues of the Arctic. 
Since the United States is an Arctic 
nation, it seems that it is only appro-
priate to give updates when there have 
been items and events that are note-
worthy in this space. 

Several weeks ago, we hosted in Alas-
ka the Arctic Council Ministerial 
Meeting, an event duly of note and an 
event upon which I would like to spend 
a few moments this afternoon updating 
colleagues on all that took place at 
this ministerial and provide a little bit 
of a recap of the role of the United 
States as chairman of the Arctic Coun-
cil for these past 2 years. 

This opportunity today to congratu-
late those in the State Department, 
the people of Fairbanks, AK, and the 
Alaska Arctic Council Host Committee 
for a successful Arctic Council Ministe-
rial Meeting in Fairbanks is certainly 
timely. 

I have also come to review the ac-
complishments and the challenges of 
the Arctic Council during the recent 
chairmanship by the United States and 
I think also to look ahead at what I 
hope and expect will be our Nation’s 
continued leadership in the Arctic. 

As I mentioned, for the past 2 years 
now, the United States has been chair 
of the Arctic Council. This is an inter-
national forum for the eight Arctic na-
tions. That includes the United States, 
Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, Russia, and Sweden. It also in-
cludes six permanent participant orga-
nizations that represent the indigenous 
peoples of the Arctic, as well as dozens 
of interested observer nations and 
international organizations. 

I think it is important to recognize 
that while you would understand and 
assume that the Arctic nations are 
clearly interested in happenings in the 
Arctic, the interest in being an official 
observer as part of the Arctic Council 
has grown steadily in these recent 
years as nations around the world are 
recognizing the opportunities that are 
presenting themselves in this portion 
of the globe. 

The Arctic Council was established in 
1996, and it focuses its work on sustain-
able development and environmental 
protection in the Arctic. When we 

speak at these council meetings, as 
Arctic Parliamentarians, we always 
refer to the Arctic as a zone of peace. 
It is that way now; we would like to see 
it remain so. 

Back in April of 2015, the United 
States took over as chair from Canada, 
and at that time, the United States 
proposed three thematic areas that we 
would focus on during this 2-year 
chairmanship. Those three areas were 
improving economic and living condi-
tions in Arctic communities; Arctic 
Ocean safety, security, and steward-
ship; and the third issue area was to 
address the impacts of climate change. 

While there were many who believed 
that the previous administration fo-
cused most of its attention on climate 
change—sometimes at the expense of 
the other two areas and most notably 
the focus on economic and living condi-
tions for the people who live and work 
and raise their families in the Arctic— 
I believe we saw a good outcome from 
this 2-year chairmanship. 

I would like to note today and ac-
knowledge the work of Julie Gourley 
as the U.S. Senior Arctic Official; the 
work of Ambassador David Balton as 
the chair of the Senior Arctic Officials; 
and ADM Robert Papp, who served as 
the U.S. Special Representative for the 
Arctic. All three of these individuals 
served to facilitate the U.S. chairman-
ship and worked to increase public 
awareness and knowledge of the Arctic. 
I thank them for that. 

I also commend the City of Fair-
banks and the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough, which hosted the ministerial 
meeting. I think it is important to rec-
ognize that most assumed that when 
the United States hosted the ministe-
rial, it would be in Alaska’s largest 
city. Anchorage certainly has the abil-
ity to accommodate just about any 
conference, anywhere, at any time, but 
I think it was significant that we chose 
to host in a city that—while it is not 
above the Arctic Circle, it is getting 
pretty close up there. 

The people of Fairbanks went all out 
to embrace our friends from around the 
world. Their efforts were matched by 
the tremendous work of the Alaska 
Arctic Council Host Committee and 
particularly of Nils Andreassen, who 
connected the Arctic Council with the 
host communities during its numerous 
meetings. 

In the past, what we had seen at 
these Arctic Council meetings was 
folks would fly into an Arctic location, 
and more often than not, we would be 
in a large conference hall, typically 
with no windows and closed doors, and 
then everyone would fly out without 
having any real interaction with the 
community. They wouldn’t have an op-
portunity to engage with the public, 
and sometimes it made the work of the 
Arctic Council a little bit of a mystery. 

I think we missed some opportunities 
to build support for the Arctic Council 
and its work and also to learn and to 
hear from those who live in our Arctic 
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