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Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

JERUSALEM DAY

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise today
to mark a momentous day. Starting
this evening, millions around the world
will celebrate Yom Yerushalayim, also
known as Jerusalem Day. I am proud
to join our close ally, Israel, and the
Jewish people in celebrating this his-
toric 50th anniversary of the reunifica-
tion of Jerusalem.

Half a century ago, overcoming Arab
armies intent on Israel’s destruction,
the Israel defense forces liberated the
0Old City of Jerusalem during the Six-
Day War. They courageously and mi-
raculously fought their way to the
Temple Mount and the Western Wall,
the holiest sites in Judaism. The com-
mander of the paratroopers, Mordechai
Gur, unable to contain his emotion, ex-
claimed through his wireless radio:
“The Temple Mount is in our hands!”
The army rabbi blew the shofar, and
the eternal capital of Israel was re-
united.

This war was not the first time that
Israel was threatened with annihila-
tion. After the Jewish people estab-
lished the modern State of Israel in
their ancient homeland just 19 years
earlier, neighboring Arab States re-
sponded to Israeli Prime Minister
David Ben-Gurion’s declaration of inde-
pendence with an invasion. The Arab
armies failed to destroy the newly es-
tablished Jewish State, but Jerusalem,
the ancient and Holy City central to
the identity of the Jewish people, was
left divided and occupied by Jordan.

Residents of the Old City were mur-
dered or expelled. Jews were prohibited
from visiting and praying at the Tem-
ple Mount and Western Wall. Their
synagogues were destroyed, and their
cemeteries, such as the Mount of Ol-
ives, were desecrated. Access for Chris-
tians to their holy sites was also se-
verely restricted.

Leading up to June of 1967, Arab
leaders repeatedly and openly ex-
pressed their desire to wipe Israel off
the map. Syria was engaging in attacks
on Israel from the Golan Heights and
soon started to mobilize its forces for
battle. Egypt began moving troops into
the Sinai Peninsula in a massive mili-
tary buildup, demanded and achieved
the withdrawal of the U.N. Emergency
Force that had been stationed in the
Sinai, and then closed the Straits of
Tehran, imposing an illegal blockade
on Israel and cutting off a vital ship-
ping lane for the Jewish State. Jordan
then signed a mutual defense agree-
ment with Egypt.

Outnumbered and outgunned and
against all odds in the face of external
pressure not to act first to ensure its
survival, the Jewish State launched a
successful, preemptive strike against
its hostile neighbors and prevailed in a
defensive war. When it was over, Jeru-
salem was liberated, reuniting the city
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and Judaism’s holiest sites with the
Jewish people and putting an end to al-
most two decades of exclusion from the
0ld City.

Since coming under its sovereignty,
Israel, the one true democracy in the
Middle East that shares our values of
freedom, has protected people of all
faiths in Jerusalem and ensured their
access to holy sites so that they might
worship freely. They have protected
the rights of Jews, of Christians, and of
Muslims. This has occurred even while
religious minorities are being targeted,
persecuted, and attacked throughout
the Middle East and religious and his-
torical sites are being demolished
today by radical Islamic terrorists.

Today is a day where we must also
reassert historical truth: The histor-
ical connection between the Jewish
people and Jerusalem and the land of
Israel did not begin in 1967. These pro-
found ties to Jerusalem have existed
for thousands of years. They can be
traced back and have been reaffirmed
through numerous archeological exca-
vations such as those in the city of
David.

In the past several years, I have trav-
eled to Israel three times. There is
something that stirs inside each time I
am there. It is remarkable to observe
the great successes and achievements
of this small and yet mighty country
that is one of America’s strongest al-
lies in the world.

It is long past time that America do
something it should have done two dec-
ades ago: Move the American Embassy
to Jerusalem and formally recognize
Jerusalem as Israel’s eternal and undi-
vided capital. In every nation on Earth
our Embassy is in its capital city ex-
cept for Israel. There is no reason
Israel should be treated any worse
when they are such a reliable and
unshakeable ally.

We should honor the promise that
Democratic Presidents and Republican
Presidents have made for decades and
move our Embassy to Jerusalem. So I
stand today to express my solidarity
with Israel and with the Jewish people
during this major celebration. Now,
more than ever, America stands strong
with our unshakeable friend and ally,
the nation of Israel.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RUBIO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for up
to 15 minutes as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I

am here to discuss what you might call
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the Scott Pruitt philosophy of environ-
mental regulation. In a recent inter-
view, the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency ex-
pressed his view that the EPA should
“simply pass regulations that provide
fairness and equity and allow utilities
to make decisions based upon stability,
cost, and security to the consumers
that they serve.” Did we notice any-
thing missing in that assertion of what
EPA’s role should be? How about no
mention of the environment, no men-
tion of climate change, no mention of
public health? So my 168th “Time to
Wake Up” speech will look at how
paid-for Administrator Pruitt is by the
very industries he is supposed to be
regulating. Often, the word for this is
“‘corruption.”

Scott Pruitt is a functionary of fossil
fuel money. He has a long record of
dark money fundraising and long, cozy
relationships with big fossil fuel polit-
ical donors.

As you can see, energy interests con-
tributed over $136,000 to Pruitt’s 2014
campaign even though he ran unop-
posed. During the 2010 and 2014 election
cycles, oil and gas giants Devon Energy
and Koch Industries—yes, of those infa-
mous Koch brothers—maxed out to
Pruitt’s campaigns.

Thanks to Pulitzer Prize-winning re-
porting by the New York Times, we
know that backing Pruitt was a good
fossil fuel investment, particularly for
Devon Energy. In 2011, Attorney Gen-
eral Scott Pruitt took a letter written
by Devon Energy, he put it onto his
Oklahoma attorney general letterhead,
he signed it for them, and he sent it off
to EPA, pleading Devon Energy’s anti-
regulatory case as if it were his own.

As attorney general of Oklahoma,
Pruitt directly solicited political dona-
tions from companies now regulated by
EPA, then regulated by EPA as well.

He spoke at dozens of industry events
but never at a public health or environ-
mental event.

He led the boards of political organi-
zations, like the Republican Attorneys
General Association and its dark
money political fundraising arm, the
so-called Rule of Law Defense Fund,
this thing. Pruitt was a member of the
RAGA executive committee—RAGA
being Republican Attorneys General
Association. He was a member of their
executive committee between 2014 and
2016, when RAGA raised $530,000 from
Koch Industries—yes, those same infa-
mous Koch brothers—and $125,000 from
Devon Energy—yes, of the letter he put
onto his own letterhead.

Coal giant Murray Energy donated
$50,000 to Liberty 2.0, Pruitt’s own
super PAC, and it donated $350,000 to
RAGA between 2014 and 2016.

The Rule of Law Defense Fund
doesn’t have to disclose its donors.
They hide in a loophole in the law. But
other public reporting has shown that
it received at least $175,000 from some-
thing called Freedom Partners. With a
name like that, you know it is up to no
good. Sure enough, it is another dark
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money group run by several Koch In-
dustries executives. That is not Coca-
Cola; that is the Koch brothers’ fossil
fuel processing company.

We don’t know more about this. Why
do we not know more about this? Be-
cause Republicans in the Senate pro-
tected Scott Pruitt from having to an-
swer these questions during his con-
firmation process.

While he was busily helping raise
dark money, dark money groups, in
turn, came back and worked hard to
help Pruitt get confirmed to the EPA.
A Republican opposition research PAC
called America Rising launched a pro-
Pruitt ad campaign, and its dark
money arm, America Rising Squared,
funded confirmpruitt.com. A 501(c)(4)
dark money entity ironically named
Protecting America Now was created
solely to help confirm Pruitt to the
EPA. Its fliers asked for contributions
ranging from $25,000 to $500,000. Just
another grassroots group trying to get
a good guy confirmed. Koch Industries’
own lobbying disclosure forms reveal it
spent part of $3.1 million lobbying to
confirm Scott Pruitt.

In Trump’s science-denial Cabinet,
Administrator Pruitt seems to see lit-
tle reason to hide his anti-environment
and Republican political interests. He
has spoken at the Conservative Polit-
ical Action Conference and the Amer-
ican Farm Bureau board meeting. He
attended rallies with coal miners
against his own regulations and met
with the National Mining Association’s
executive committee ‘‘to lay out his
concerns with the Paris accord’ the
day before the mining association
voted to press President Trump to
withdraw from that agreement.

Administrator Pruitt planned to ap-
pear as the keynote speaker at the
Oklahoma Republican Party Gala on
May 5. This invitation mentioned his
official position as EPA Administrator
three times. It featured this photo of
him being sworn in as the EPA Admin-
istrator. It promised donors a ‘‘once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to hear him dis-
cuss his plans to slash regulations,
bring back jobs to Oklahoma, and de-
crease the size of the EPA.” Well, the
1939 Act to Prevent Pernicious Polit-
ical Activities, more commonly known
as the Hatch Act, forbids this, so I filed
a Hatch Act complaint and Adminis-
trator Pruitt’s appearance was can-
celed. The Office of Special Counsel is
now conducting a full investigation.

But it wasn’t just there. He goes to
other dinners. On February 28, 2017,
Pruitt was a speaker at a RAGA major
donors dinner. You know who major
donors are by now. Days after the
RAGA major donors dinner, Pruitt uni-
laterally withdrew an EPA request for
information from oil and gas producers
about their methane emissions, citing
a letter from nine members of RAGA
and two Republican Governors, who al-
leged the methane information request
“furthers the previous administration’s
climate agenda and supports . . . the
imposition of burdensome climate
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rules on existing sites, the cost and ex-
pense of which will be enormous.”’

There was no public comment period.
There was no request for input from
other States. This basically was a little
party favor for his RAGA pals right
after the RAGA dinner.

This EPA Administrator has solic-
ited thousands, if not millions, of dol-
lars from corporations he now regu-
lates. Our current ethics laws do not
require nominees in the confirmation
process to disclose their political and
dark money connections, so the Senate
and the public are kept blind to the
conflicts of interest of such nominees,
and we have no idea how those con-
flicts would manifest in their offices.
Pruitt knows who gave dark money to
his political causes. The corporations
know what dark money they gave. It is
just the rest of us who are in the dark.

This is new, and this is weird. This
was not a problem for President
Obama’s nominees because the dark
money political tsunami that has
swamped our politics in slime did not
exist when President Obama was elect-
ed. It was the Citizens United decision
of 2010 that allowed unlimited political
spending by big special interests, and
that unlimited money found dark
money channels.

To address the gaping loophole in our
Federal ethics laws, I have introduced
the Conflicts from Political Fund-
raising Act with Senators UDALL, CAR-
PER, VAN HOLLEN, and FRANKEN. This
bill would require Presidentially ap-
pointed Federal officials like Scott
Pruitt to disclose their political fund-
raising, and it would require Federal
ethics officials to address these con-
flicts by, for example, making sure of-
ficials are recused from decisions af-
fecting big political donors, making
sure the public has the information to
know they should ask for a recusal be-
cause the director is conflicted by rea-
son of his political relationship with
big dark money donors.

I wish the conflicts at EPA stopped
with the Administrator, but they don’t.
It is a swarm of swampy conflict over
there. Pruitt has surrounded himself
with political operatives and fossil fuel
lobbyists. The Associate EPA Adminis-
trator for Policy previously worked at
RAGA, the Rule of Law Defense Fund,
and something called the Freedom
Partners Chamber of Commerce—a
Koch Dbrothers-funded dark money
group that has underwritten the Rule
of Law Defense Fund. EPA’s Senior Ad-
viser for Regional and State Affairs
came from Pruitt’s own fossil fuel-
funded super PAC, Oklahoma Strong.
The Assistant Administrator for Con-
gressional and Intergovernmental Re-
lations came from the oil company, the
Hess Corporation. One Deputy Asso-
ciate Administrator is the former
president of the Ohio Coal Association.
Another Deputy Associate Adminis-
trator was a registered lobbyist at the
National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, where she specifically lob-
bied against EPA’s Clean Power Plan
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and New Source Performance Stand-
ard, the clean water rule, the ozone
standard, EPA enforcement, pesticides
bills, budget resolutions, and EPA ap-
propriations bills.

This corruption of EPA is the work
of the fossil fuel industry. One day
there must come a reckoning.

Just this weekend, the New York
Times reported ‘“‘How Rollbacks at
Scott Pruitt’s E.P.A. Are a Boon to Oil
and Gas.” The article included a check-
list of rollbacks that specifically ben-
efit long-time Pruitt benefactor Devon
Energy—the one that got the letter—
delaying a rule raising royalties on fos-
sil energy production on Federal land,
undoing new fracking standards, roll-
ing back rules on the leaking and flar-
ing of methane, and rolling back re-
porting of methane emissions.

In another matter, Devon Energy had
been preparing to pay a settlement of
over $100,000 and to install emissions
scrubbing equipment to remedy illegal
emissions from a Wyoming natural gas
facility. Five days after Pruitt was in-
stalled at EPA, the company told offi-
cials it was ‘‘re-evaluating its settle-
ment posture,” offering a quarter of
what it had previously proposed to set-
tle the charges and scrapping the emis-
sions controls entirely. They know
their Administrator Pruitt.

Pruitt’s record at EPA reveals he is
unabashedly looking out for his indus-
try donors at the expense of public
health and the environment. As far as
I can tell, every action he has taken
since taking office will lead to an en-
riched industry—at the expense of
dirtier air and dirtier water—and a
more imperiled climate.

Myron Ebell is someone I don’t quote
often. He is the head of President
Trump’s EPA transition team and a
prominent climate denier. He has
something interesting to say about
Scott Pruitt. He has said that he
thinks Scott Pruitt is using EPA as a
‘“‘stepping stone to political office’ and
that ‘“‘everything he does is going to be
a political calculation about what fur-
thers his own political career.”

This is not a liberal environmentalist
making these accusations. This is
somebody who is right in Scott Pru-
itt’s climate denial wheelhouse. This is
someone from the Trump science de-
nial EPA destruction team. This is the
guy who is in the club of fossil fuel-
funded climate denial, and he thinks
everything Pruitt does is a political
calculation about what furthers Pru-
itt’s own political career. If that is the
case, everything Scott Pruitt does is a
conflict of interest, as he sees regu-
lated industry as the funders of his
next political campaign. They pay for
him now, and he delivers.

Sadly, the people who own Pruitt
also own Congress. So good luck get-
ting an honest look at this mess from
our fossil fuel-funded colleagues in the
majority.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered,

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

TRIBUTE TO DANIEL J.
McLAUGHLIN

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would
like to take a few moments to ac-
knowledge my friend, Mayor Daniel J.
McLaughlin of the Village of Orland
Park, in my home State of Illinois.
There is no stronger advocate for the
people of Orland Park than Dan
McLaughlin. For more than three dec-
ades, he has served his community
with distinction.

Dan began his service to Orland Park
in 1983 as a village trustee. A decade
later, he was elected mayor and would
go on to serve for six terms. In 1995,
Mayor McLaughlin created the Orland
Park Open Lands program, which pre-
served nearly 300 acres of open space,
two family farms, and created the vil-
lage’s nature center. In the same year,
he completed the Orland Park Veterans
Memorial. Each Memorial and Vet-
erans Day, the village gathers at the
memorial, Ara Pace—Place of Peace,
at the Orland Park Village Center—and
adds the names of veterans to the gran-
ite wall surrounding the memorial. It
is a wonderful tribute that allows resi-
dents of Orland Park to thank those
who bravely served our country.

During his tenure, Mayor
McLaughlin also brought the commu-
nity together through an increase in
village sponsored events and outdoor
concerts. He believed in fitness for fun,
and his leadership helped save the
Orland Park Health and Fitness Cen-
ter, created Centennial Park West, and
expanded the aquatic center, which
now includes ice skating, sledding, a
dog park, and bicycle paths.

His governing philosophy was simple,
‘“‘plan for people not cars.” That vision
led to a pedestrian-friendly center in
the heart of downtown Orland Park in
the historic 143rd train station, where
people can come together to play and
work. Throughout his career, Mayor
McLaughlin grew Orland Park’s econ-
omy by marketing the I-80 corridor,
helping to bring in new businesses
while retaining the ones already thriv-
ing in the village.

Mayor McLaughlin has been honored
by numerous organizations, including
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the American Institute of Architects;
Chaddick Institute; Chicago Magazine;
Chicago Southland Convention & Visi-
tors’ Bureau; Congress of New Urban-
ism; Government Finance Officers As-
sociation; Home Builders Association
of Greater Chicago; Illinois Arts Coun-
cil; Illinois Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice; Metropolitan Mayors Caucus; Mo-
raine Valley Community College; the
Chicago Building Congress; the United
States Conference of Mayors; and the
United States Green Building Council—
just to name a few.

I want to thank Mayor McLaughlin
for his commitment to the people of

Orland Park. I especially want to
thank Dan’s wife, Patricia
McLaughlin, and four children—

Bridget, Mary Kate, Dan, and Matt—
for sharing so much of their husband
and father with the Village of Orland
Park. Now as he moves to the next
chapter in his life, I wish him and his
family all the best.

———

LIFESPAN RESPITE CARE
REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to be joined by my colleague
from Wisconsin, Senator BALDWIN, in
introducing the Lifespan Respite Care
Reauthorization Act of 2017.

Every day, an estimated 43 million
family caregivers attend to loved ones
who are experiencing chronic, disabling
health conditions. While many of these
individuals care for an older adult, al-
most one-third of caregivers attend to
persons under the age of 50. Caregivers
help individuals remain at home, often
delaying the need for nursing home or
foster care placements. The value of
their efforts are tremendous, amount-
ing to more than $470 billion in uncom-
pensated care. This task, however, can
take a toll. Caregivers experience high-
er mortality rates and are more likely
to acquire acute and chronic health
conditions. That is why respite care is
so important. It provides temporary re-
lief to caregivers from their ongoing
responsibilities, reducing the toll they
experience. Respite care helps keep
caregivers healthy, keeps families in-
tact, and provides a substantial public
value.

Recently, the Senate Aging Com-
mittee, which I chair, held a hearing on
age-friendly communities. Meg
Callaway, the project director of the
Piscataquis Thriving in Place Coali-
tion in Dover-Foxcroft, ME, testified
that ‘“‘the one most critical service is
respite.” We have heard this time and
time again.

In 2006, when the Lifespan Respite
Care Act was originally enacted, the
goal was to improve the delivery and
quality of respite care available to all
caregivers. Since that time, 35 States
and the District of Columbia have re-
ceived grants to increase the avail-
ability and quality or respite services.

Still, with an increasing number of
Americans with chronic conditions who
require some amount of caregiver sup-
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port on a daily basis, the need for res-
pite care continues to increase and out-
pace available resources.

The legislation that we are intro-
ducing would authorize $15 million per
year for 5 years, through 2022, to ex-
tend the program. Such funding would
provide competitive grants to States to
establish or enhance statewide Life-
span Respite systems that maximize
existing resources and help ensure that
quality respite care is available and ac-
cessible to all family caregivers. This
reauthorization also would require
grantees to monitor and evaluate the
effectiveness of programs and activi-
ties funded under such grants.

Thirty-six aging and disability orga-
nizations have endorsed the Lifespan
Respite Care Reauthorization Act, in-
cluding the ARCH National Respite
Network, the Alzheimer’s Association,
the Michael J. Fox Foundation, and
the Elizabeth Dole Foundation.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this important legislation.

———————

35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MAR-
GARET CHASE SMITH LIBRARY

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, in 1973,
when Senator Margaret Chase Smith
returned to private life and her home-
town of Skowhegan, ME, she brought
with her hundreds of thousands of doc-
uments, photographs, recordings, and
memorabilia accumulated during her
remarkable 33 years of public service.
Nine years later, in 1982, with the sup-
port and encouragement of her many
friends and admirers, her dream of es-
tablishing a library was realized.
Today I wish to commemorate the 35th
anniversary of the Margaret Chase
Smith Library.

The Margaret Chase Smith Library is
one of our Nation’s premier free-
standing congressional libraries, a
priceless archive and museum, and an
invaluable educational center. From
the very start, it was Senator Smith’s
wish for the library to be more than a
storehouse of papers and a collection of
mementos. She wanted it to be a place
of aspirations, an institution where
students would be inspired to public
service. She wanted it to be a source of
insight and information for historical
scholarship from the perspective of a
historic leader. Just as important, she
wanted it to be a place where citizens
would come together to discuss impor-
tant policy issues in an atmosphere of
civility and respect.

Senator Smith did more than wish
for those things; she worked to bring
them about. From opening day in Au-
gust of 1982 until shortly before her
passing in 1995, she presided over the
facility, meeting with schoolchildren,
researchers, policymakers, and en-
gaged citizens. The library as it exists
today stands on the foundation of a
great leader’s commitment to service.

This great accomplishment is the
work of many hands. Outstanding di-
rectors, dedicated staff, an exceptional
board of directors, Northwood Univer-
sity, the Margaret Chase Smith Policy
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