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Father Holtschneider has been the
recipient of numerous awards, includ-
ing the ACE Council of Fellows Mentor
Award for his work preparing the next
generation of academic leaders in high-
er education. He has been listed on the
Diversity MBA Magazine’s Top 100 and
Under 50 Diverse Executive Leaders. I
especially want to thank Father
Holtschneider for his leadership on
comprehensive immigration reform,
which was honored by the Archdiocese
of Chicago with its ‘‘Strangers No
Longer Award.”

I congratulate Reverend
Holtschneider on his many accomplish-
ments throughout his long and distin-
guished career. I thank him for always
being a trustworthy counselor and per-
sonal friend. I thank him for his serv-
ice and wish him all the best as he be-
gins the next chapter in his life. Those
of us who have worked with him over
the years know he will bring that same
sense of professionalism and dedication
to the field of healthcare at Ascension.

Thank you.

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I was
unavoidably absent during today’s
vote, Executive Calendar No. 55, due to
my son’s college graduation. Had I
been present, I would have voted nay
on the confirmation of Governor Terry
E. Branstad to be the U.S. Ambassador
to China.e

———

ARUS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous constent to have print-
ed in the RECORD the notifications
which have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such annex is available to all Sen-
ators in the office of the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BoB CORKER.
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
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we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
17-04, concerning the Department of the
Navy’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for defense articles and services estimated to
cost $250 million. After this letter is deliv-
ered to your office, we plan to issue a news
release to notify the public of this proposed
sale.
Sincerely,
J. W. RIXEY,
Vice Admiral, USN, Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-04

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment $ 0 million.

Other $250 million.

Total $250 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or
Ouantities of Articles or Services under Con-
sideration for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None.

Non-MDE includes:

Continuation of a naval blanket order
training program inside and outside of Saudi
Arabia that includes, but is not limited, to
English Language training, professional
military education, technical training, pub-
lications and technical documentation, U.S.
Government and contractor engineering,
technical and logistics support services, and
other related elements of logistical and pro-
gram support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy.

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: SR-P-TCY.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: None.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
MAY 22, 2017.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia—Navy Blanket
Order Training

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has re-
quested the continuation of a naval blanket
order training program inside and outside of
Saudi Arabia that includes, but is not lim-
ited to English Language training, profes-
sional military education, technical train-
ing, publications and technical documenta-
tion, U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering, technical and logistics support serv-
ices, and other related elements of logistical
and program support. The estimated value is
$250 million.

This proposed sale will enhance the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by helping to improve the
security of a strategic regional partner that
has been, and continues to be, an important
force for political stability and economic
progress in the Middle East.

The proposed sale will enable Saudi Arabia
and the Royal Saudi Naval Force (RSNF) to
maintain military performance levels and
provide an increased ability to meet current
and future maritime threats. The training
will support the RSNF in its role patrolling
and providing protection for critical indus-
trial infrastructure and for the sea lines of
communications. The RSNF will also use the
training to enhance interoperability with
the United States and other coalition mari-
time forces. Saudi Arabia will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing these services.

The proposed sale of this training will not
alter the basic military balance in the re-
gion.
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The prime contractor will be Kratos De-
fense & Security Solutions of San Diego, CA.
There are no known offset agreements in
connection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require the assignment of approximately 88
contractor representatives to Saudi Arabia
for approximately three years to support
personnel training. Implementation of this
sale will not require the assignment of any
additional U.S. Government representatives
to Saudi Arabia.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, as
we end Police Week, I wish to pay trib-
ute to the police officers across the
country who serve their communities
with steadfast dedication. In par-
ticular, I rise to honor three brave New
Jersey law enforcement officers who
lost their lives in the line of duty last
year.

In 1962, President Kennedy first pro-
claimed May 15 as National Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day, and he proclaimed
the calendar week in which May 15
falls as National Police Week. These
designations pay special recognition to
those law enforcement officers who
have lost their lives in the line of duty
and includes a number of events that
brings together thousands of law en-
forcement professionals and families to
our nations’ capital.

On this Police Week, I reflected on
the nearly 400 new names inscribed on
the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial in Washington, DC. Of these
names, at least 139 were Kkilled last
year, and roughly 250 were earlier
deaths that had slipped through the
cracks of history. The total number of
names on the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial will increase
to more than 21,000, dating back to the
first known officer fatality in 1791.

It is a deeply upsetting fact that, on
average, one law enforcement officer is
killed in the line of duty somewhere in
the United States every 58 hours. We
can and should do better than this, and
we owe it to these brave men and
women to give them the necessary
tools and training to protect them-
selves. Those who protect us deserve to
be protected as well.

In honor of National Police Week and
in recognition of the supreme sacrifice
made by these officers, I will now read
the names of the three law enforce-
ment officers from New Jersey who
were Killed in the line of duty in 2016:
Sean Cullen, trooper, New Jersey State
police; Nikeelan Semmon, senior cor-
rections officer, New Jersey Depart-
ment of Corrections; and Frankie Wil-
liams, trooper, New Jersey State po-
lice.

Today my thoughts and prayers go
out to the families of these brave offi-
cers. I sincerely hope that we rededi-
cate ourselves to doing everything we
can to support all law enforcement offi-
cers across the country. We owe them,
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along with all those who serve our
country, the deepest debt of gratitude.

————

WELCOMING OUR HONORABLE
VETERANS TO THE NATION’S
CAPITOL

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, today
I am incredibly honored to rise and rec-
ognize a group of 25 heroic veterans
who have traveled from West Virginia
to visit our Nation’s Capital as part of
the eighth Always Free Honor Flight.
On behalf of our State and Nation, it is
a true privilege to recognize them for
their courageous service and unparal-
leled sacrifice as they tour the memo-
rials that have been built in their
honor.

With one of our country’s highest per
capita rates of military servicemem-
bers and veterans, West Virginia is un-
doubtedly one of our Nation’s most pa-
triotic States. According to the De-
partment of Defense, West Virginia had
the highest casualty rate in the Nation
during the Vietnam war, and I am so
proud that the Honor Flight will allow
these West Virginia veterans to pay
homage to their brethren at the Viet-
nam Wall. Throughout our State’s his-
tory, West Virginians have dem-
onstrated selflessness and courage time
and again in making tremendous sac-
rifices to defend our freedoms and to
keep our homeland safe. As these vet-
erans tour the monuments made in
their honor, I offer my sincerest
thanks to them on behalf of our Nation
for their service.

The veterans joining us in Wash-
ington range in age from 62 to 94 and
hail from the coalfields of West Vir-
ginia and Virginia. These patriots
come from seven West Virginia coal
mining counties and three Virginia
counties. Of the Honor Flight veterans
attending, two served in World War II,
one served in the Korean war, two
served in both the Korean and Vietnam
wars, 18 served in the Vietnam war, and
two Veterans served stateside. They
have participated in decisive overseas
battles and won a myriad of accolades
for their accomplishments in uniform.

I would especially like to recognize
our World War II veterans who will be
on this Honor Flight for the second
time. Ninety-four-year-old former SN
William ‘“Ray’” Calvin Sexton from
Tazewell joined the Navy in Bramwell,
WV, in 1943 and was a gunner stationed
in Panama and the Galapagos Islands.
We will also be joined by Machinist
Mate 3rd Class Marion Grey Noel who
joined the Navy in the 1940s and brave-
ly fought in the battles of Iwo Jima
and Okinawa.

These men represent our Nation’s
Greatest Generation, and their sac-
rifices and valor embody American pa-
triotism. They fought in such a pivotal
war, in an era that threatened our ex-
istence as a nation. Unfortunately, as
the years go by, we are losing so many
of our World War II veterans, and we
must show them our utmost gratitude
each and every day.
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As I mentioned, we will also be joined
by veterans of the Korean and Vietnam
wars. These men and women served
courageously in a variety of ways,
working both at home and abroad.
They engaged in combat all over the
world. They were pilots, helicopter
gunners, and radio operators. One of
these veterans is MSgt Reese
Williamson Moore who joined the Air
Force in 1951 in Bluefield, WV. He was
first stationed in Iwo Jima as part of
the Japan Occupation Forces in 1952.
Then he moved to the Royal Thai Air
Base Nam Phongin in the Kingdom of
Thailand. He served during a pivotal
time following World War II and went
on to serve in the Vietnam war.

We will also be joined by Iaeger, WV,
native Sergeant Marion ‘Mario” E.
Deskins, who joined the Air Force in
1968 in Beckley, WV. He served with
the 15th Aerial Port Squadron at
Danang, where he maintained records
on unit personnel and transported doc-
umentation to the headquarters of the
Tth Air Force in Saigon via C-130 Her-
cules airplanes. Sergeant Deskins was
awarded the Air Force Commendation
Medal for his service in Vietnam.

Another Vietnam veteran partici-
pating in this week’s Honor Flight is
Sergeant Marshal G. Mann from
Princeton, WV. Sergeant Mann served
in combat as an aircraft loadmaster,
bravely preparing and air lifting ur-
gently needed ammunition to combat
troops fighting in the Republic of Viet-
nam. For his service and extraordinary
achievement, Sergeant Mann received
the Distinguished Flying Cross.

This week’s Honor Flight and the
continued support of our veterans
would not be possible without the dedi-
cation of so many volunteers and care-
givers. I would like to thank the five
JROTC Cadets from Montcalm, Blue-
field, Pikeview, and Princeton High
Schools, as well as the military spouses
serving as the guardians on this year’s
Honor Flight. The care and love these
Patriots provide for our veterans is in-
valuable and deeply appreciated.

I also commend those in the Always
Free Honor Flight network for their
dedication to providing our veterans
with such a unique and meaningful ex-
perience. Without the diligence and
passion of Dreama Denver, president of
Always Free Honor Flight network and
owner of Princeton, WV, Little Buddy
Radio, as well as Pam Coulbourne, the
coordinator of these flights, many of
our veterans would never have the op-
portunity to travel to Washington and
pay homage to the men and women
they fought beside. Dreama and Pam
launched the Always Free Honor Flight
in 2012, and every year, they continue
to make this dream a reality for many
of our West Virginia veterans.

I would also like to recognize SFC
Paul Dorsey, vice president of Always
Free Honor Flight and official photog-
rapher Steve Coleman, who have done a
tremendous job of ensuring that our
veterans receive the recognition they
deserve. Dreama, Pam, and Steve have
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also dedicated themselves to the Den-
ver Foundation, serving as incredible
examples of how individuals can give
back to their communities.

This week, as we celebrate these in-
credible veterans and their answering
our Nation’s call of duty, we must re-
member that the men and women who
have given so much to ensure Amer-
ica’s safety deserve the utmost care
and support upon their return home.
We must continue to fight for a De-
partment of Veterans Affairs that pro-
vides our veterans with the services
they very much need and deserve.

I am filled with pride every time I
meet the patriots who have served our
country, and I am so pleased to wel-
come West Virginia’s most courageous
veterans, who are all heroes, to Wash-
ington, DC. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to join me in saluting them.
They truly inspire us all as we are re-
minded of their selfless service. It is
because of their bravery that all Amer-
icans enjoy the greatest liberties and
freedoms in the world.

God bless our many servicemembers
and veterans, the great State of West
Virginia, and the United States of
America.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and honor the sac-
rifice of West Virginia’s veterans and
to welcome them to Washington DC, as
a part of the Always Free Honor
Flight. West Virginia has a proud tra-
dition of military service, and I am
privileged to be able to recognize these
brave men and women who put their
lives on the line to preserve our free-
doms during our Nation’s most critical
hours of need.

The Always Free Honor Flight pro-
gram, run by the Denver Foundation, is
dedicated to bringing our veterans to
Washington, DC, to thank them for
their bravery and selflessness. As a
daughter of a World War II veteran,
this is something that is very close to
my heart, and I am so thankful for the
folks at Always Free Honor Flight who
have dedicated their time to making
sure our veterans feel our immense
gratitude and pride. This year, we have
the privilege of being joined by 25 vet-
erans, including veterans from World
War II, Korea, and Vietnam.

These courageous individuals embody
the very best of our Nation’s values
and have endeavored, through unimagi-
nable hardship and danger, to ensure
that all Americans may continue to
live in the freedom and safety that we
all cherish. Their courage, through
some of the greatest conflicts of the
20th century, will not go unnoticed,
and we must strive to show our appre-
ciation every day.

On this Always Free Honor Flight,
we will be joined by two World War II
veterans: Storekeeper Second Class
William ‘“Ray’” Calvin Sexton, USN,
Tazewell, VA; and Motor Machinist’s
Mate Third Class Marion Grey Noel,
USN, Roanoke, VA.

In addition to our World War II vet-
erans, we will also be joined by Korean
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