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river blindness in Africa and Latin America, 
and by 2003, LCIF and the Carter Center had 
provided 50,000,000 river blindness treat-
ments; 

Whereas, in 2001, LCIF partnered with the 
Special Olympics on Opening Eyes, an initia-
tive to provide vision screening for Special 
Olympics athletes; 

Whereas, in 2002, Lions Clubs International 
chartered a club in China, which became the 
first voluntary membership group in China; 

Whereas, in 2007, the Financial Times 
ranked LCIF as the best nongovernmental 
organization worldwide with which to estab-
lish a partnership; 

Whereas, in 2010, the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation contributed $5,000,000 to the One 
Shot, One Life measles initiative, and Lions 
raised more than $10,000,000 to support mea-
sles prevention efforts during the subsequent 
2 years; 

Whereas, in 2011, LCIF awarded its 10,000th 
grant, bringing the total amount awarded to 
grant recipients by LCIF to $708,000,000; 

Whereas, in 2013, LCIF partnered with the 
GAVI Alliance to protect millions of chil-
dren from measles and rubella in 2013; 

Whereas LCIF committed $30,000,000 for 
immunizations, an amount matched by the 
United Kingdom and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation; 

Whereas, in 2013, with the support of Lions 
Clubs International and the Carter Center, 
river blindness was eliminated in Colombia; 
and 

Whereas, in 2014, Lions Clubs International 
launched the Centennial Service Challenge, a 
global initiative to serve 100,000,000 people 
around the world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates Lions Clubs International 

on its 100th anniversary on June 7, 2017; 
(2) recognizes Lions Clubs International for 

100 years of promoting community service 
and humanitarian assistance; 

(3) encourages Lions Clubs International to 
continue to emphasize the values of commu-
nity service and improving the community 
for all individuals; and 

(4) applauds Lions Clubs International for 
instilling in young people the value of com-
munity service. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 15—EXPRESSING SUPPORT 
FOR THE DESIGNATION OF OCTO-
BER 28, 2017, AS ‘‘HONORING THE 
NATION’S FIRST RESPONDERS 
DAY’’ 

Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
COTTON) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs: 

S. CON. RES. 15 

Whereas first responders include profes-
sional and volunteer fire, police, emergency 
medical technician, and paramedic workers 
in the United States; 

Whereas there are more than 25,300,000 first 
responders in the United States working to 
keep communities safe; 

Whereas first responders deserve to be rec-
ognized for their commitment to safety, de-
fense, and honor; and 

Whereas October 28, 2017, would be an ap-
propriate day to establish as ‘‘Honoring the 
Nation’s First Responders Day’’: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Senate— 

(1) supports the designation of October 28, 
2017, as ‘‘Honoring the Nation’s First Re-
sponders Day’’; 

(2) honors and recognizes the contributions 
of first responders; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Honoring the Nation’s 
First Responders Day with appropriate cere-
monies and activities that promote aware-
ness of the contributions of first responders 
in the United States. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 16—EXPRESSING SUPPORT 
FOR STRENGTHENING ENGAGE-
MENT BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE ASIA-PACIFIC 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. CON. RES. 16 

Whereas the United States and the other 
members of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (in this preamble referred to as 
‘‘APEC’’) have, since 1989, worked collabo-
ratively to advance commercial and trade in-
terests in the Asia-Pacific region; 

Whereas the Asia-Pacific region accounts 
for 41 percent of the world’s population, 54 
percent of the world’s gross domestic prod-
uct, and 44 percent of the world’s trade; 

Whereas expanding trade and investment 
between the United States and the Asia-Pa-
cific region has created new commercial op-
portunities and jobs in the United States; 

Whereas United States businesses in the 
Asia-Pacific region face obstacles to doing 
business in the region as a result of tariff 
and nontariff barriers, including discrimina-
tory policies and regulations; 

Whereas strengthening trade and invest-
ment between the United States and other 
APEC members and addressing tariff and 
nontariff barriers to United States exports 
has the potential to benefit United States 
businesses, manufacturers, farmers, ranch-
ers, workers, and consumers; 

Whereas APEC was established as a re-
gional economic forum to leverage the grow-
ing interdependence of the Asia-Pacific re-
gion to create greater prosperity for the peo-
ple of the region and serves as a forum for 
the United States to address business con-
cerns, promote high standards, and facilitate 
economic growth in the region; 

Whereas APEC contributes to United 
States economic policies that promote fair-
ness, due process, and the rule of law by sup-
porting trade rules embodied in the World 
Trade Organization (in this preamble re-
ferred to as the ‘‘WTO’’) and the establish-
ment of new WTO commitments, developing 
model measures for high quality trade agree-
ments in the Asia-Pacific region, encour-
aging coherence in regulations and standards 
in the region, and encouraging policies to 
promote development of the digital econ-
omy; and 

Whereas the APEC Leaders’ Meeting in No-
vember 2017 in Da Nang, Vietnam, and pre-
paratory meetings at the ministerial level, 
including the meeting in May 2017 of the 
APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade, pro-
vide important opportunities to demonstrate 
to the world the commitment of the United 
States to increasing prosperity and security 
in the Asia-Pacific region: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) the continuing success of the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation (in this resolu-
tion referred to as ‘‘APEC’’) is in the na-

tional economic interest of the United 
States; 

(2) APEC should be a part of the diplomatic 
and economic strategy of the United States 
for the Asia-Pacific region; and 

(3) the United States should continue to 
engage APEC in promoting economic growth 
through the adoption of rules-based policies 
to strengthen trade and investment between 
the United States and other APEC members. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mrs. ERNST. Mr. President, I have 7 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the majority and 
minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, May 18, 
2017, at 9:30 a.m. in open session to con-
sider nominations. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, May 18, 2017 at 10 a.m. to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Domestic 
and International Policy Update.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold an Executive Session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Thurs-
day, May 18, 2017, at 10 a.m. in Room 
216 of the Hart Senate Office Building. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
in order to hold a hearing on Thursday, 
May 18, 2017, at 10:15 a.m. in Room 366 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building 
in Washington, DC. The purpose of the 
hearing is to consider the nomination 
of Mr. David Bernhardt, of Virginia, to 
be Deputy Secretary of the Interior. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, May 18, 2017, at 
10:30 a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to consider favorably report-
ing the Creating High-Quality Results 
and Outcomes Necessary to Improve 
Chronic (CHRONIC) Care Act of 2017. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, May 
18, 2017 at 9:30 a.m., to hold a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Nominations.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate, on May 18, 2017, at 10 
a.m., in SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate 
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Office Building, to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting. 

f 

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 172, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 172) designating May 

2017 as ‘‘Older Americans Month.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 172) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 173, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 173) designating the 

week of May 15 through May 21, 2017, as ‘‘Na-
tional Police Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 173) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for the 
consideration of all nominations placed 
on the Secretary’s desk in the Foreign 
Service; that the nominations be con-
firmed, that the motions to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 

table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that no further motions be in 
order; that any statements related to 
the nominations be printed in the 
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action 
and the Senate then resume legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows: 

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S 
DESK 

IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

* PN116 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of 
Alexander Dickie, IV, which was received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of March 21, 2017. 

* PN353 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(201) beginning Joel Justin Agalsoff, and end-
ing Iva Ziza, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of April 25, 2017. 

* PN354–1 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(96) beginning Edward Francis Acevedo, and 
ending Benjamin D. Zinner, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of April 
25, 2017. 

* PN355–1 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(19) beginning Jim Nelson Barnhart, Jr., and 
ending Anne N. Williams, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of April 25, 2017. 

* PN356 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(9) beginning Jeanne F. Bailey, and ending 
Robert Henry Hanson, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of April 25, 2017. 

* PN357–1 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(20) beginning Jeffery S. Austin, and ending 
Jeffrey G. Willnow, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of April 25, 2017. 

* PN358–1 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination 
of Scott S. Sindelar, which was received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of April 25, 2017. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MAY 22, 
2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, May 22; 
further, that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; further, that following leader 
remarks, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and resume consideration 
of the Branstad nomination; further, 
that the time until 5:30 p.m. be equally 
divided in the usual form; finally, that 
notwithstanding the provisions of rule 
XXII, the postcloture time on the 
Branstad nomination expire at 5:30 
p.m. Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
MAY 22, 2017, AT 3 P.M. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 2:24 p.m., adjourned until Monday, 
May 22, 2017, at 3 p.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

DAVID J. REDL, OF NEW YORK, TO BE ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF COMMERCE FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND IN-
FORMATION, VICE LAWRENCE E. STRICKLING. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

CLAIRE M. GRADY, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE UNDER 
SECRETARY FOR MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY, VICE RUSSELL C. DEYO. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

NEOMI RAO, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO BE AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE OFFICE OF INFORMATION AND 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND 
BUDGET, VICE HOWARD A. SHELANSKI. 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. JOHN P. LAWLOR, JR. 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. DION B. MOTEN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. BOWLMAN T. BOWLES III 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. MICHAEL R. FENZEL 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE 
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be colonel 

WILLIAM F. MCCLINTOCK 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be colonel 

DAVID S. ALLEN 
MARCUS A. BUSSELL 
ALLEN R. HORNER 
KENNETH P. HUTNICK 
BRAD G. JOHNSON 
ALEXANDER V. MCLEMORE 
JOE H. MILLER II 
JUDE B. MULVEY 
BARRY K. VINCENT 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant colonel 

JEFFREY L. WASHINGTON 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 716: 

To be lieutenant commander 

KENNETH M. KING 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

GARRY P. CLOSAS 

IN THE MARINE CORPS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR TEMPORARY 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
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