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May 18, 2017, I would have voted no on
confirmation of Rachel Brand to be As-
sociate Attorney General, and I would
have voted yea on the motion to in-
voke cloture on Executive Calendar No.
55, the nomination of Terry Branstad,
of Iowa, to be Ambassador to China.e

————
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President,
during this week, National Police
Week, I honor all those who serve to
keep us safe. I honor three Maryland
officers who lost their lives in the line
of duty in 2016. Corporal Jack Colson of
Prince George’s County Police Depart-
ment, Senior Deputy Patrick Dailey,
and Deputy First Class Mark Logsdon,
both of Harford County Sheriff’s office,
all dedicated their lives to making
Maryland safe. We thank them for
their sacrifice, and we thank their fam-
ilies, friends, and fellow officers. They
will never be forgotten, and they de-
serve to be honored not just this week,
but every day.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

IDAHO ANNE FRANK HUMAN
RIGHTS MEMORIAL

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
wish to commend Idahoans and specifi-
cally the Boise community for coming
together so quickly to fight hate
speech and related vandalism.

Kindness, support, and respect run
deep in Idaho. The response to the re-
cent vandalism of the Idaho Anne
Frank Human Rights Memorial in
Boise, ID, is the most recent example
of the depth of compassion in Idahoans.
Since the recent vandalism, consider-
able resources have poured in to repair
and enhance the memorial. Rather
than responding with anger and hate,
Idaho is moving forward with a posi-
tive spirit of renewal and inclusiveness.
Dan Prinzing, executive director of the
Wassmuth Center for Human Rights
that built the memorial with support
from the Carr Foundation and others
and now partners with Boise Parks and
Recreation to maintain the memorial,
said, ‘“An act of hate by an individual
is not us, the community’s response to
the act is what defines who we are and
the values we share. Now what does
that do for us? It emboldens the mes-
sage of the Memorial and reinforces
that our work is not done.”

The Anne Frank Human Rights Me-
morial was dedicated to the public 15
years ago to offer a place for visitors to
consider and reflect on human rights
and inspire engagement with others
about the issue. The memorial is a
beautiful and thought-provoking re-
source, which includes a statue of Anne
Frank, quotes and excerpts of her
writings, as well as a wall of inspiring
quotes. The love and care, including
the support of Idaho students and their
families, that went into this memo-
rial’s creation is prevailing upon its
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restoration and contributing to ongo-
ing human rights discussions. Among
the many quotes highlighted at the
memorial is the following from Mother
Teresa, ‘‘Kind words can be short and
easy to speak, but their echoes are
truly endless.”

I commend all those who are coming
together to counter the acts of hateful
vandalism with kindness that will con-
tinue to echo through our communities
and Nation.e

————
TRIBUTE TO PAMELA ROSSETTI

® Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, today I
wish to ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing and congratulating Ms.
Pamela Rossetti on her 35 years of re-
markable service as a fifth and sixth-
grade teacher at Lincoln Street School
in the Exeter, NH, School District.
Throughout her career, Ms. Rossetti
has gone above and beyond to meet the
needs of her students, as well as her
larger school community, by serving as
an adviser on a number of committees
and taking a leadership role in special
projects throughout her tenure. The
State of New Hampshire owes her a
debt of gratitude for her service.

Ms. Rossetti graduated with her B.A.
from Notre Dame College in Man-
chester, NH, in 1981. She later received
her masters of education from Leslie
College in Cambridge, MA, with a con-
centration in integrated teaching
through the arts. She was hired by the
Exeter School District in 1982 as a
sixth-grade teacher. After 2 years, she
began teaching in the fifth grade,
where she has taught for 33 years.

Throughout her career, Ms. Rossetti
has received accolades for her service.
In 1983, she received a commendation
from New Hampshire’s Governor John
H. Sununu in recognition of her work
with a colleague to create an American
citizenship course. She has been a
member of both the science and social
studies committees for the Exeter
School District and served on a number
of Lincoln Street School committees,
including the arts and health commit-
tees. She has also been a mentor teach-
er and a trainer for the school dis-
trict’s Intel Teach to the Future Pro-
gram, which focuses on integrating
technology into curriculum.

Ms. Rossetti has touched many lives
in the Exeter School District, includ-
ing my son Ben’s. Ben experiences dis-
abilities that leave him unable to com-
municate verbally. Ms. Rossetti was
Ben’s fifth-grade classroom teacher,
and, shortly after the school year, she
called me to tell me how smart Ben
was. While my family had always
thought that Ben was smart and funny,
it was incredibly reassuring to know
that an objective—and caring—educa-
tor thought so as well. She went on to
tell me how she had assessed Ben’s un-
derstanding of sophisticated content
material.

Ms. Rossetti’s observation impressed
me because, in a classroom of students
where Ben received support from a spe-
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cial education team, Ms. Rossetti still
took the time to get to know him and
every one of her students as individ-
uals. Because of her ability to do this,
Ms. Rossetti has been able to cus-
tomize her approach to her students
and foster their growth and develop-
ment. Many of Ms. Rossetti’s students
have been impacted by this level of
support and have stayed in contact
with her through the years.

The Exeter School District and all of
New Hampshire have benefitted greatly
from Ms. Rossetti’s devotion and serv-
ice. On behalf of my colleagues and the
U.S. Congress, I thank Ms. Pamela
Rossetti for her unrelenting commit-
ment to support every one of her stu-
dents, as well as the entire school com-
munity, through her 35 years as a
teacher, and I wish her the very best in
her retirement.e

————
MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, without amend-
ment:

S. 419. An act to require adequate report-
ing on the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits
program, and for other purposes.

S. 583. An act to amend the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to au-
thorize COPS grantees to use grant funds to
hire veterans as career law enforcement offi-
cers, and for other purposes.

At 11:46 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it request
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 194. An act to ensure the effective
processing of mail by Federal agencies, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 195. An act to amend title 44, United
States Code, to restrict the distribution of
free printed copies of the Federal Register to
Members of Congress and other officers and
employees of the United States, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 653. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to protect unpaid interns in the
Federal Government from workplace harass-
ment and discrimination, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 672. An act to require continued and
enhanced annual reporting to Congress in
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the Annual Report on International Reli-
gious Freedom on anti-Semitic incidents in
Europe, the safety and security of European
Jewish communities, and the efforts of the
United States to partner with European gov-
ernments, the European Union, and civil so-
ciety groups, to combat anti-Semitism, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 984. An act to extend Federal recogni-
tion to the Chickahominy Indian Tribe, the
Chickahominy Indian Tribe—Eastern Divi-
sion, the Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappa-
hannock Tribe, Inc., the Monacan Indian Na-
tion, and the Nansemond Indian Tribe.

H.R. 1177. An act to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to release on behalf of the
United States the condition that certain
lands conveyed to the City of Old Town,
Maine, be used for a municipal airport, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 1677. An act to halt the wholesale
slaughter of the Syrian people, encourage a
negotiated political settlement, and hold
Syrian human rights abusers accountable for
their crimes.

H.R. 2154. An act to rename the Red River
Valley Agricultural Research Center in
Fargo, North Dakota, as the Edward T.
Schafer Agricultural Research Center.

H.R. 2169. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to enhance information
sharing in the Department of Homeland Se-
curity State, Local, and Regional Fusion
Center Initiative, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2227. An act to modernize Government
information technology, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 2266. An act to amend title 28 of the
United States Code to authorize the appoint-
ment of additional bankruptcy judges; and
for other purposes.

H.R. 2281. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to reauthorize the Bor-
der Enforcement Security Task Force pro-
gram within the Department of Homeland
Security, and for other purposes.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 194. An act to ensure the effective
processing of mail by Federal agencies, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 195. An act to amend title 44, United
States Code, to restrict the distribution of
free printed copies of the Federal Register to
Members of Congress and other officers and
employees of the United States, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 653. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to protect unpaid interns in the
Federal Government from workplace harass-
ment and discrimination, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 672. An act to require continued and
enhanced annual reporting to Congress in
the Annual Report on International Reli-
gious Freedom on anti-Semitic incidents in
Europe, the safety and security of European
Jewish communities, and the efforts of the
United States to partner with European gov-
ernments, the European Union, and civil so-
ciety groups, to combat anti-Semitism, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

H.R. 984. An act to extend Federal recogni-
tion to the Chickahominy Indian Tribe, the
Chickahominy Indian Tribe-Eastern Divi-
sion, the Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappa-
hannock Tribe, Inc., the Monacan Indian Na-
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tion, and the Nansemond Indian Tribe; to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

H.R. 1177. An act to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to release on behalf of the
United States the condition that certain
lands conveyed to the City of Old Town,
Maine, be used for a municipal airport, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry .

H.R. 1677. An act to halt the wholesale
slaughter of the Syrian people, encourage a
negotiated political settlement, and hold
Syrian human rights abusers accountable for
their crimes; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

H.R. 2154. An act to rename the Red River
Valley Agricultural Research Center in
Fargo, North Dakota, as the Edward T.
Schafer Agricultural Research Center; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

H.R. 2169. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to enhance information
sharing in the Department of Homeland Se-
curity State, Local, and Regional Fusion
Center Initiative, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 2227. An act to modernize Government
information technology, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 2266. An act to amend title 28 of the
United States Code to authorize the appoint-
ment of additional bankruptcy judges; and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

H.R. 2281. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to reauthorize the Bor-
der Enforcement Security Task Force pro-
gram within the Department of Homeland
Security, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

————————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments:

S. 582. A bill to reauthorize the Office of
Special Counsel, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 115-74).

———

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Amul R. Thapar, of Kentucky, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. SHAHEEN:

S. 1171. A bill to keep girls in school
around the world, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. COLLINS,
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Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. 1172. A bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to foreign persons responsible for gross
violations of internationally recognized
human rights against lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender (LGBT) individuals, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. PORTMAN:

S. 1173. A Dbill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit taking minors
across State lines in circumvention of laws
requiring the involvement of parents in abor-
tion decisions; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. LEAHY:

S. 1174. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that a deduction
equal to fair market value shall be allowed
for charitable contributions of literary, mu-
sical, artistic, or scholarly compositions cre-
ated by the donor; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr.
CORNYN, and Ms. MURKOWSKI):

S. 1175. A bill to protect Federal, State,
and local public safety officers; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. KING (for himself, Mr. BURR,
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr.
WARNER, Mr. WICKER, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 1176. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to establish a simplified
income-driven repayment plan, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BLUNT:

S. 1177. A bill to amend the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 to require the annual human
rights reports to include information on the
institutionalization of children and the sub-
jection of children to cruel, inhuman, or de-
grading treatment, unnecessary detention,
and denial of the right to life, liberty, and
the security of persons; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. WICKER, Mr. BURR, Mr.

COCHRAN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. COTTON,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. KING, and Mr.
COONS):

S. 1178. A bill to realign structures and re-
allocate resources in the Federal Govern-
ment in Kkeeping with the core belief that
families are the best protection for children
and the bedrock of any society to bolster
United States diplomacy targeted at ensur-
ing that every child can grow up in a perma-
nent, safe, nurturing, and loving family, and
to ensure that intercountry adoption to the
United States becomes a viable and fully de-
veloped option for providing families for
children in need, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. SULLIVAN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. FRANKEN, Ms. BALDWIN,
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN):

S. 1179. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to inter in national ceme-
teries individuals who supported the United
States in Laos during the Vietnam War era,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN:

S. 1180. A bill to advance the integration of
clean distributed energy into electric grids,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr.
WARNER):

S. 1181. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior and Secretary of Agriculture to ex-
pedite access to certain Federal land under
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