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S. 1167. A bill to require the Administrator 

of the Federal Aviation Administration to 
evaluate and consider revising regulations 
relating to emergency medical equipment re-
quirements for passenger aircraft; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. COONS, Mr. HELLER, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 1168. A bill to facilitate efficient invest-
ments and financing of infrastructure 
projects and new, long-term job creation 
through the establishment of an Infrastruc-
ture Financing Authority, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Mr. KING, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. MANCHIN, 
and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 1169. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to provide States with an 
option to provide medical assistance to indi-
viduals between the ages of 22 and 64 for in-
patient services to treat substance use dis-
orders at certain facilities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN: 
S. 1170. A bill to impose sanctions with re-

spect to foreign persons responsible for gross 
violations of internationally recognized 
human rights against lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender (LGBT) individuals, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. CRUZ): 

S. Res. 167. A resolution relating to the 
recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel and the relocation of the United 
States Embassy to Jerusalem; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. STABENOW, 
Mr. COONS, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. Res. 168. A resolution supporting respect 
for human rights and encouraging inclusive 
governance in Ethiopia; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and 
Mr. DURBIN): 

S. Res. 169. A resolution congratulating 
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory on 
50 years of groundbreaking discoveries; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. DONNELLY (for himself, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mr. NELSON, Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. 
WARREN, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. Res. 170. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that defense laboratories 
are on the cutting-edge of scientific and 
technological advancement, and supporting 
the designation of May 18, 2017, as ‘‘Depart-
ment of Defense Laboratory Day’’; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. SCHATZ, and Mr. HELLER): 

S. Res. 171. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Travel and Tour-
ism Week and honoring the valuable con-

tributions of travel and tourism to the 
United States; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 14 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
14, a bill to provide that Members of 
Congress may not receive pay after Oc-
tober 1 of any fiscal year in which Con-
gress has not approved a concurrent 
resolution on the budget and passed 
the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 122 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 122, a bill to prevent 
homeowners from being forced to pay 
taxes on forgiven mortgage loan debt. 

S. 198 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 198, a bill to require continued and 
enhanced annual reporting to Congress 
in the Annual Report on International 
Religious Freedom on anti-Semitic in-
cidents in Europe, the safety and secu-
rity of European Jewish communities, 
and the efforts of the United States to 
partner with European governments, 
the European Union, and civil society 
groups, to combat anti-Semitism, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 244 

At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 
of the Senator from Alabama (Mr. 
STRANGE) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 244, a bill to repeal the wage require-
ment of the Davis-Bacon Act. 

S. 317 

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 317, a bill to provide taxpayers 
with an annual report disclosing the 
cost and performance of Government 
programs and areas of duplication 
among them, and for other purposes. 

S. 324 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 324, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve the 
provision of adult day health care serv-
ices for veterans. 

S. 445 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from 
North Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP) and the 
Senator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 445, a 
bill to amend title XVIII of the Social 
Security Act to ensure more timely ac-
cess to home health services for Medi-
care beneficiaries under the Medicare 
program. 

S. 450 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 

450, a bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to members of the Armed 
Forces who fought in defense of Guam, 
Wake Island, and the Philippine Archi-
pelago between December 7, 1941 and 
May 10, 1942, and who died or were im-
prisoned by the Japanese military in 
the Philippines, Japan, Korea, Man-
churia, Wake Island, and Guam from 
April 9, 1942 until September 2, 1945, in 
recognition of their personal sacrifice 
and service to the United States. 

S. 455 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 455, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
count resident time spent in a critical 
access hospital as resident time spent 
in a nonprovider setting for purposes of 
making Medicare direct and indirect 
graduate medical education payments. 

S. 540 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
YOUNG) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
540, a bill to limit the authority of 
States to tax certain income of em-
ployees for employment duties per-
formed in other States. 

S. 546 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 546, a bill to reduce temporarily 
the royalty required to be paid for so-
dium produced on Federal lands, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 652 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 652, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize a 
program for early detection, diagnosis, 
and treatment regarding deaf and hard- 
of-hearing newborns, infants, and 
young children. 

S. 708 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 708, a bill to improve the 
ability of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection to interdict fentanyl, other 
synthetic opioids, and other narcotics 
and psychoactive substances that are 
illegally imported into the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

S. 720 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 720, a bill to amend the Export 
Administration Act of 1979 to include 
in the prohibitions on boycotts against 
allies of the United States boycotts 
fostered by international governmental 
organizations against Israel and to di-
rect the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States to oppose boycotts 
against Israel, and for other purposes. 

S. 765 

At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:07 May 18, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17MY6.011 S17MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

7T
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3011 May 17, 2017 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
765, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide for penalties 
for the sale of any Purple Heart award-
ed to a member of the Armed Forces. 

S. 808 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 808, a bill to provide protec-
tions for certain sports medicine pro-
fessionals who provide certain medical 
services in a secondary State. 

S. 936 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 936, a bill to designate 
certain National Forest System land 
and certain public land under the juris-
diction of the Secretary of the Interior 
in the States of Idaho, Montana, Or-
egon, Washington, and Wyoming as 
wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, 
wildland recovery areas, and biological 
connecting corridors, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 951 

At the request of Mr. PAUL, his name 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 951, a 
bill to reform the process by which 
Federal agencies analyze and formu-
late new regulations and guidance doc-
uments, and for other purposes. 

S. 1024 

At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator 
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1024, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to reform 
the rights and processes relating to ap-
peals of decisions regarding claims for 
benefits under the laws administered 
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1055 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1055, a bill to restrict the expor-
tation of certain defense articles to the 
Philippine National Police, to work 
with the Philippines to support civil 
society and a public health approach to 
substance abuse, to report on Chinese 
and other sources of narcotics to the 
Republic of the Philippines, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1094 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1094, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to improve 
the accountability of employees of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1122 

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1122, a bill to amend the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 

1970 to clarify when the time period for 
the issuance of citations under such 
Act begins and to require a rule to 
clarify that an employer’s duty to 
make and maintain accurate records of 
work-related injuries and illnesses is 
an ongoing obligation. 

S. 1137 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator 
from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1137, a bill to 
amend the Safe Drinking Water Act 
and the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act to include provisions relating 
to drinking water and wastewater in-
frastructure, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 75 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 75, a resolution recog-
nizing the 100th anniversary of the 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, 
the largest organization of food and nu-
trition professionals in the world. 

S. RES. 106 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. PERDUE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 106, a resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Senate 
to support the territorial integrity of 
Georgia. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and 
Mr. ROBERTS): 

S. 1144. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to encourage 
business creation by allowing faster re-
covery of start-up and organizational 
expenses, to simplify accounting meth-
ods for small businesses, to expand ex-
pensing and provide accelerated cost 
recovery to encourage investment in 
new plants and equipment, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, there is 
no doubt that the last 8 years were not 
good ones for the American economy. 
Yearly economic growth under the 
Obama administration averaged just 
under 1.5 percent. That is less than half 
the growth needed for a healthy econ-
omy. That kind of weak growth has 
consequences: fewer jobs, fewer oppor-
tunities, and lower wages. 

Wage growth was almost nonexistent 
during the Obama administration, and 
new jobs and opportunities were few 
and far between. There have been a few 
encouraging signs since the election. 
Both wage and job growth have shown 
some improvement, but we are still a 
long way from getting our economy 
back to full health. The GDP report for 
the first quarter of this year under-
scored the need to implement the kind 
of progrowth policies that were lacking 
during the Obama years. 

One major way to spur economic 
growth and improve the health of our 
economy is to reform our Nation’s Tax 
Code. Our current Tax Code is stran-
gling businesses, both large and small. 
Our Nation has the highest corporate 
tax rate in the developed world, put-
ting American businesses at a competi-
tive disadvantage in the global econ-
omy. 

Small businesses and family farms 
face high tax rates, at times exceeding 
those paid by large corporations. These 
tax policies have consequences. A 
small company that owes a large tax 
bill to the Federal Government is un-
likely to be able to come up with the 
capital necessary to expand the busi-
ness or hire new workers. 

When American businesses are taxed 
at a far higher rate than their foreign 
counterparts, it is likely to be the for-
eign rather than the American com-
pany that expands and thrives. Tax re-
form needs to address these obstacles 
to growth. Later this year, the Senate 
plans to consider a major tax reform 
package. Two of the most powerful tax- 
related things we can do to increase 
economic growth are lowering business 
tax rates and allowing business to re-
cover their investments in inventory, 
machinery, and the like faster. 

The Senate tax bill will do both. 
Today, I am introducing legislation 
that I hope will be a part of the final 
tax reform package in the Senate. My 
bill—I am calling it the Investment in 
New Ventures and Economic Success 
Today Act, or the INVEST Act for 
short—focuses on helping small- and 
medium-sized businesses by allowing 
them to recover their costs faster. 

Earlier this year, the Economic Inno-
vation Group released a report on eco-
nomic dynamism. Economic dyna-
mism, as the Economic Innovation 
Group defines it, refers to the rate at 
which new businesses are born and die. 
In a dynamic economy, the rate of new 
business creation is high and signifi-
cantly outstrips the rate of business 
deaths, but that hasn’t been the case in 
the United States lately. 

New business creation has signifi-
cantly dropped over the past several 
years. Between 2009 and 2011, business 
deaths outstripped business births. 
While the numbers have since im-
proved slightly, the recovery has been 
poor and far from historical norms. 

The Economic Innovation Group 
notes that 2012, the economy’s best 
year for business creation since the re-
cession, ‘‘fell far short of its worst year 
prior to 2008.’’ Well, this is deeply con-
cerning because new businesses have 
historically been responsible for a sub-
stantial part of the job creation in this 
country, not to mention a key source 
of innovation. 

When new businesses are not being 
created at a strong rate, workers face a 
whole host of problems. A less dynamic 
economy—the Economic Innovation 
Group notes—‘‘is one likely to feature 
fewer jobs, lower labor force participa-
tion, slack wage growth, and rising in-
equality, exactly what we see today.’’ 
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