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Police Department, and Officer Darrin
Reed of the Show Low Police Depart-
ment. Today we honor the memory of
these fallen heroes and pledge to never
forget their sacrifice.

While the work we do in Congress
pales in comparison to the service of
these brave men and women, it is my
privilege to sponsor several pieces of
legislation to support our law enforce-
ment officers. I have joined with Sen-
ator HATCH to introduce the Rapid
DNA Act, a bill that gives State and
local law enforcement agencies a way
to upload a suspect’s DNA analysis to a
Federal offender database for imme-
diate identification. This immediate
cross-hit within the Federal system
will help officers at the local level to
process criminals faster and more ac-
curately.

I have also teamed up with Senator
FEINSTEIN to introduce the bipartisan
Protecting Young Victims from Sexual
Abuse Act. That legislation criminal-
izes the failure to report to law en-
forcement incidents of suspected child
abuse in amateur athletics. In addition
to helping prevent sexual abuse crimes,
this bill will aid State and local law
enforcement investigating allegations
of child sexual abuse by providing them
with more information faster.

I have also supported Senator COR-
NYN’s American Law Enforcement He-
roes Act. That bill affirms a well-estab-
lished practice of hiring veterans at
the local level to serve as new law en-
forcement officers. Together, these
bills will enhance law enforcement in-
vestigations and encourage better hir-
ing practices for new law enforcement
jobs.

I also want to recognize the local po-
lice officers and sheriffs in Arizona,
along with those on the border who are
serving on the frontlines of immigra-
tion enforcement. These men and
women put their lives on the line every
time they go out on patrol. For them,
immigration policy is not a hypo-
thetical exercise.

Despite the critical role these enti-
ties play in assisting their Federal
partners with immigration enforce-
ment, current Federal policy leaves
them exposed to the threat of costly
litigation. That is because third-party
groups that oppose detention have
threatened local agencies that choose
to comply with valid detainer requests
with lawsuits. Using punitive legal ac-
tion to punish law enforcement for
good-faith efforts to keep people safe is
wrong. That is why a group of Arizona
sheriffs came to me for help, and with
their guidance, we drafted a bill requir-
ing the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to protect State and local law en-
forcement entities from lawsuits that
uphold valid detainer requests from
ICE. This solution will enable officers
to fulfill their law enforcement respon-
sibilities without second-guessing
whether or not to keep potentially dan-
gerous criminal aliens in custody. It is
a recognition that local law enforce-
ment shouldn’t be left to shoulder the
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burden of Washington’s failure to se-
cure our borders and to implement a
workable enforcement policy.

It has been my privilege to work on
this effort with the Arizona Sheriffs
Association, the Western States Sher-
iffs’ Association, the Southwest Border
Sheriff’s Coalition, and the Texas Bor-
der Sheriff’s Coalition. I want espe-
cially to thank Sheriff Mascher of
Yavapai County, Sheriff Daniels of
Cochise County, Sheriff Wilmot of
Yuma County, and Sheriff Clark of
Navajo County for their work on this
bill.

To many, Police Week is an annual
opportunity to recognize the service of
the many selfless men and women in
law enforcement, but it should also
serve as a solemn reminder of the risks
they take and the sacrifices they make
day in and day out. It is for this that
they have my support, my respect, and
my thanks, and they have it year-
round.

I yield back the remainder of my
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, thank
you for the opportunity to visit this
evening with my Senate colleagues.

This is a special week in Washington,
DC, and a number of my colleagues
have paid tribute by attending the me-
morial or speaking of those who died in
service as fallen police officers. This is
our fallen officers’ National Police
Week.

In 1962, Congress and the then-Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy designated May
15 of each year to be Peace Officers Me-
morial Day, and the week of May 15 to
be National Police Week. Each spring,
we take time to recall the men and
women of law enforcement who were
lost in the previous year. Unfortu-
nately, this list has become far, far too
long.

Since our Nation’s founding, more
than 20,000 American law enforcement
officers have sacrificed their lives in
service to others. While I have paid
many solemn visits to the National
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in
Washington, DC, to honor, respect, and
remember fallen officers, my visit this
year was especially somber. In 2016,
Kansas suffered the loss of three law
enforcement officials.

On the Senate floor today, I wish to
recognize and to honor these fallen he-
roes: Detective Brad Lancaster of the
Kansas City Police Department, Cap-
tain Robert ‘‘Dave’ Melton of the Kan-
sas City Police Department, and Mas-
ter Deputy Sheriff Brandon Collins of
the Johnson County Sheriff’s Office.
Their untimely deaths shook their
families, the agencies where these men
served, the neighborhoods they pro-
tected, and the communities they lived
in. Brandon, Robert, and Brad were not
only law enforcement officers, they
were also sons and brothers, fathers,
neighbors, mentors, and friends.

Robert Melton, Brad Lancaster, and
Brandon Collins and the 140 other offi-
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cers Kkilled in the line of duty in 2016
are being honored this week in our Na-
tion’s Capital. The names of these fall-
en heroes will be physically inscribed
into the National Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Memorial, set in stone as an
eternal reminder to the Nation of the
service of these men and the debt we
owe for their sacrifice on our behalf.
That debt, of course, can never be re-
paid, but it is certainly our duty to try.

As Americans honor these men dur-
ing National Police Week, we must also
remember their families, friends, and
fellow officers and the loved ones they
left behind. May God comfort them in
their time of grief and be a source of
strength for them. May He also protect
all those who continue to serve and to
stand today in harm’s way to protect
our communities.

An inscription at the memorial
reads: “‘In valor there is hope.”” The
losses of Brad Lancaster, Robert

Melton, and Brandon Collins have im-
posed tremendous sorrow, but our
memory of their service to others and
their acts of valor offer Americans
hope and inspiration to carry on their
missions, to better our communities,
to protect the vulnerable, and to stand
for what is right. As we remember, let
us tirelessly pursue those ends and do
all we can to honor the fallen.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING WILBURN K. ROSS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
today I wish to remember a noble Ken-
tuckian and a decorated World War II
veteran, Wilburn K. Ross, who passed
away on May 9, 2017, just days before
his 95th birthday. A native of Strunk,
KY, Ross was awarded the highest
decoration in the U.S. military, the
Medal of Honor.

As a private, Ross gained national
acclaim for his service in St. Jacques,
France, on October 30, 1944. His com-
pany lost 55 of its 88 members fighting
a group of German mountain troops.
Ross’ light machine gun was about 10
yards ahead of his supporting riflemen.
As intense enemy fire fell around him,
Ross repelled the enemy through seven
German attacks. When the next attack
came, many of his supporting rifleman
had run out of ammunition. As his
Medal of Honor citation read, “Pvt.
Ross fought on virtually without as-
sistance and, despite the fact that
enemy grenadiers crawled to within 4
yards of his position in an effort to kill
him with handgrenades, he again di-
rected accurate and deadly fire on the
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hostile force and hurled it back.”” Dur-
ing the 5 hours of fighting, Ross killed
or wounded at least 58 Germans and
saved his brothers in arms.

Ross reenlisted in the Army to see
action in Korea, serving another two
decades. He retired from Active Duty
in 1964 at the rank of master sergeant.
He was awarded the Medal of Honor,
“[flor conspicuous gallantry and intre-
pidity at risk of life above and beyond
the call of duty.”

Although he moved to DuPont, WA,
after his retirement from the TU.S.
Army, Ross made a trip back to his
hometown in Kentucky nearly every
year on his birthday. In his own words,
he enjoyed coming back to the Com-
monwealth because, ‘‘[e]verybody here
treats me well.”

He turned down offers to make his
life into a Hollywood film, but Ross has
been memorialized on a U.S. Postal
Service stamp and by a section of Ken-
tucky Route 92 in his home county. In
2014, Ross was a member of the inau-
gural class admitted to the Kentucky
Veterans Hall of Fame.

Like so many other members of the
Greatest Generation, Wilburn Ross an-
swered the call to defend our Nation.
Through his bravery and sacrifice, he
helped secure freedom across the globe.
The story of his courageous actions
and selfless service will continue to be
told, both in McCreary County and
across the Commonwealth. Elaine and I
send our condolences to his family and
friends.

————
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, today,
with great humility during National
Police Week, I wish to recognize the
brave men and women of law enforce-
ment across the country. These indi-
viduals have answered the call to serve
and every day they put their lives on
the line to keep our communities safe.
I especially want to honor those who
have lost their lives in the line of duty
and observe the sacrifices of their fam-
ilies.

First, I especially want to recognize
three law enforcement officers who lost
their lives in New Jersey last year.
These three men made the ultimate
sacrifice for their communities, and we
owe them and their families our sin-
cerest respect. On July 1, 2016, the New
Jersey Department of Corrections lost
Nikeelan ‘“Nick’ Semmon. On March 7,
2016, the New Jersey State Police lost
Sean Cullen. On December 5, 2016, the
New Jersey State Police also lost
Frankie Williams.

These officers dedicated their lives to
protecting our communities, and they
served our State with valor and integ-
rity. I feel privileged to call them fel-
low New Jerseyans, and my thoughts
and prayers continue to be with the
family and friends of these brave public
servants. As we continue to mourn and
remember Officer Semmon, Trooper
Cullen, and Trooper Williams, let us
pledge to honor their sacrifice by work-
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ing every day to emulate their devo-
tion to public service through acts of
service and love.

It is in that spirit that I want to talk
about the important work that still
needs to be done to support law en-
forcement. Congress plays a critical
role in supporting law enforcement,
both at the Federal level and at the
State and local level. There are few
bills I want to mention that I believe
we must pass to uphold our commit-
ment to brave men and women in law
enforcement.

First, on February 16, 2017, I intro-
duced the bipartisan Law Enforcement
Officers’ Equity Act. Unfortunately,
due to a technical error, nearly 30,000
Federal law enforcement officers clas-
sified as GS-0083 police officers did not
receive enhanced benefits under the
U.S. Code. For example, certain offi-
cers who work for Federal agencies,
such as the Department of Defense, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, Federal
Bureau of Investigation, U.S. Postal
Service, U.S. Mint, National Institute
of Health and many more, receive
lower pensions as compared to other
law enforcement officers with similar
responsibilities.

The Law Enforcement Officers’ Eq-
uity Act would expand the definition of
“law enforcement officer’” for retire-
ment purposes to include all Federal
law enforcement officers. The change
would grant law enforcement officer
status to the follow individuals: em-
ployees who are authorized to carry a
firearm and whose duties include the
investigation and/or apprehension of
suspected criminals; employees of the
Internal Revenue Service whose duties
are primarily the collection of delin-
quent taxes and securing delinquent re-
turns; employees of the U.S Postal In-
spection Service; and employees of the
Department of Veterans Affairs who
are department police offices. These of-
ficers face the same risks and chal-
lenges as the men and women currently
classified properly under Federal law
as law enforcement officers, and they
deserve the same benefits. We must
pass this bill.

I am also a proud cosponsor of the
Children of Fallen Heroes Scholarship
Act. This legislation would increase
the amount of Pell grant funds avail-
able to children of fallen law enforce-
ment officers, firefighters, EMS work-
ers, and fire police. First responders
across the country put their lives on
the line every day to keep us safe.
When most people are running away
from danger, they are running towards
it. For those who put themselves in
danger on a daily basis, we must honor
their sacrifice and support their fami-
lies in times of tragedy. Helping chil-
dren of first responders pay for an edu-
cation is the least we can do to honor
the sacrifice of someone who fell in the
line of duty. We must pass this bill.

I am also a cosponsor of the Law En-
forcement Mental Health and Wellness
Act of 2017, which I am pleased to say
passed the Senate yesterday. We all
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know the stress and unique challenges
police officers across our Nation face in
doing their jobs. They risk their lives
and are often exposed to traumatizing
incidents. The Federal Government
must do all it can to support police
who suffer from trauma or other men-
tal health issues due to the rigors and
dangers of their job. The Law Enforce-
ment Mental Health and Wellness Act
of 2017 would direct the Department of
Justice and the Department of Health
and Human Resources to provide sup-
port to State and local law enforce-
ment to access mental healthcare serv-
ices and make sure that hotlines are
available for officers who are in need of
help. I hope the House of Representa-
tives takes up this bill soon and passes
it.

I am proud to sponsor the Law En-
forcement Officers’ Equity Act and co-
sponsor the Children of Fallen Heroes
Scholarship Act and Law Enforcement
Mental Health and Wellness Act. There
is so much work for us to do to live up
to our commitment to law enforcement
across the country, and I am com-
mitted to continuing to work with my
colleagues on these critical issues.
Thank you.

————

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NA-
TIONAL HOME BUILDERS ASSO-
CIATION

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, along
with my dad, Clair, who started our
family homebuilding business 45 years
ago, I wish to congratulate the Na-
tional Association of Home Builders on
reaching its 756th anniversary.

For three-quarters of a century,
NAHB has been fighting for the Amer-
ican dream, advocating for those who
want to own a home for themselves and
their families and advocating for
homebuilders who provide jobs and
make the homeowners’ dreams a re-
ality.

Before coming to Congress, I worked
for my dad in our family homebuilding
business, and I have great respect for
the work their members do in our com-
munities. They truly are job creators,
economic drivers, and dream makers.

I have been happy to meet with some
of their members when they have come
to Capitol Hill. I can tell you that it is
helpful to have face-to-face meetings
with their team to talk about the
issues that matter to them the most.
Though I have a background in home-
building, many congressional and Pres-
idential staff do not. It makes a dif-
ference to hear from folks on the
ground in their business.

When it comes to homebuilding and
homeownership, we all share the same
goal—let’s keep home prices affordable.

Their advocacy has enabled millions
of American families, like mine, to
make one of the most important pur-
chases of their lives: a home.

As you know, when people achieve
the American dream of homeowner-
ship, they are on the path to wealth
creation and upward mobility, not to
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