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both privately, as I did with Governor
Branstad, and publicly, as I did during
his confirmation hearing. It is critical
that the United States keep human
rights for all people as a core pillar of
our foreign policy.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Under the ©previous order,
postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Rosen nomina-
tion?

Mr. GARDNER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) and the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 56,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 129 Ex.]

all

YEAS—56
Alexander Flake Perdue
Barrasso Gardner Peters
Blunt Graham Portman
Boozman Grassley Risch
Burr Hatch Roberts
Capito Heitkamp Rounds
Cassidy Heller Rubio
Cochran Hoeven
Collins Inhofe gasse

cott

Corker Johnson

N Shelby
Cornyn Kaine
Cotton Kennedy Strange
Crapo Lankford Sullivan
Cruz Lee Thune
Daines Manchin Tillis
Donnelly McCain Toomey
Enzi McConnell Warner
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

NAYS—42
Baldwin Franken Murray
Bennet Gillibrand Nelson
Blumenthal Harris Reed
Booker Hassan Sanders
Brown Heinrich Schatz
Cantwell Hirono Schumer
Cardin King Shaheen
Carper Klobuchar Stabenow
Casey Leahy Tester
Coons Markey Udall
Cortez Masto McCaskill Van Hollen
Duckworth Menendez Warren
Durbin Merkley Whitehouse
Feinstein Murphy Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Isakson Moran

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RUBIO). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Rachel L. Brand, of Iowa, to
be Associate Attorney General.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
CONFLICT MINERALS LAW

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, Con-
gress often considers issues that have
far reaching consequences for millions
of people, but in 2010, a law was en-
acted that literally meant life-or-death
for millions of people in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo. The law
stems the flow of financial support to
warloads in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo. Many may not realize that
more than 5 million people have been
killed during long-running conflicts in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
which have been the most deadly since
World War II. Tragically, women and
children have suffered the most, as is
too often the case when it comes to
conflict.

Millions have been displaced from
their homes, and the prevalence of rape
and sexual violence as a weapon of war
is almost beyond belief, earning east-
ern Congo the grim distinction of being
the ‘“‘Rape Capital of the World.” Sam
Brownback first took me there in 2005,
and I returned again in 2010. At the
time, the U.N. reported that about 1,000
women were sexually assaulted every
day in Congo, roughly equivalent to 12
percent of all Congolese women. I can
still vividly remember walking across
the lava-strewn refugee camps and vis-
iting the victims of sexual assault in
the heroic Heal Africa Hospital. I also
recall the hearing I held in the Judici-
ary Subcommittee on Human Rights
and the Law about rape as a weapon of
war. Congolese doctor Denis Mukwege
testified about the horrors of the re-
gion’s sexual violence he helped treat
at Panzi Hospital. One of the drivers
and funders of this conflict was para-
doxically that which fills the DRC with
such potential: its natural resources.
Instead of paying for the nation’s
peace, education, roads, and public
health programs, the DRC’s mineral
wealth was being siphoned off to fund
the armed groups that vie for local and
regional control of vast areas far from
Congo’s capital, Kinshasa.
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Tin, tantalum, tungsten, and gold are
found in everyday electronics, jewelry,
airplanes, and manufacturing equip-
ment, but these minerals also have pro-
vided weapons and salaries to fighters,
including conscripted child soldiers,
who then commit unspeakable horrors
on innocent civilians. That is why, in
2009, I joined Senators Brownback and
Feingold and Congressman McDermott
in drafting a simple reporting require-
ment for US-registered corporations
that source these four minerals from
the DRC or its neighbors. It passed and
became law in 2010 to help stem the
flow of financial support from illicit
mining to the region’s horrific vio-
lence.

It wasn’t a ban. It was simply a
transparency measure that said if you
use any of these key minerals from the
region, you had to note in your filings
with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission what, if anything, you
were doing to not source from those
fueling the region’s violence. If a com-
pany isn’t taking any action to avoid
fueling the region’s violence, there
isn’t a penalty, but at least consumers
would know that. This gives consumers
the final decision on what electronics
they want in their pockets. On a broad-
er scale, the measure aimed to use col-
lective industry action to clean up the
supply chain of these minerals, which I
am proud to say has worked.

For example, before the law, not a
single smelter of tin, tungsten, tan-
talum—also known as the 3Ts—or gold
had submitted to and passed an audit
about dealing in conflict minerals.
Today, 76 percent of the world’s smelt-
ers of the 3Ts or gold have passed such
an audit. Today more than 200 mines
have also now been certified as conflict
free. The effects of supply chain due
diligence in this region are remarkable
and are due to the leadership of many
in the industry, including Intel, Apple,
Kemet, and a number of companies
from Illinois, including Motorola and
AAR Corp. This process is far from
complete or perfect, but the conflict
minerals law has helped clean up the
minerals trade and ease the grip Con-
golese warlords have had on the mining
sector.

So imagine my dismay when I re-
cently learned the Acting Chairman of
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, Michael Piwowar, unilaterally in-
structed his staff to halt enforcement
of the law. In his April 7 statement, he
mistakenly conflated aspects of an ear-
lier court decision to justify his ac-
tions. It sets a dangerous precedent
when an Acting Chairman decides
which laws the SEC should and should
not enforce.

Let me be clear, this unilateral ac-
tion was without legal basis and is be-
yond the scope of the Acting Chair-
man’s authority. As such, I urge the
Acting Chairman to rescind his direc-
tive and allow full enforcement of the
Conflict Minerals law and rule. This
isn’t just about enforcing the law as
written by Congress, this is life-or-
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death for millions of people in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. The
Acting Chairman would be well advised
to remember that.

——
TRIBUTE TO ANN KALAYIL

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want
to take a few minutes to acknowledge
Ann Kalayil. Earlier this year, after 6
years, Ann stepped down as Regional
Administrator of the U.S. General
Services Administration’s—GSA—
Great Lakes Region. Ann Kalayil is a
trailblazer. She is the first woman—
and first Asian American—to serve as
GSA Administrator of the six-State
Great Lakes Region. I am honored to
congratulate her on a job well done.

Headquartered in Chicago, IL, the
GSA is the Federal Government’s real
estate and procurement manager. As
Regional Administrator, Ann Kalayil
was responsible for 128 Federal build-
ings, 986 leased locations, 11 U.S. land
ports, mnearly 1,000 employees, and
about $150 million in contracts to small
and economically disadvantaged busi-
nesses. To say Ann Kalayil had a big
job is an understatement, but it will
come as no surprise to the people who
know her that she met the challenge
head-on and thrived in the role.

Her story is the story of the Amer-
ican dream. Born in Chicago, Ann was
the daughter of Indian immigrants.
When she was 5 years old, her parents
moved back to Kerala, India. It was the
first time Ann met her siblings, Tom,
Sales, and Lisa. They were ecstatic to
meet their baby sister but spoke very
little English and struggled to commu-
nicate with each other. So what did
Ann do? She took it upon herself to
learn Malayalam, a South Indian lan-
guage native to Kerala, India.
Malayalam is an extremely com-
plicated language, but Ann picked it up
immediately, and people never guessed
it wasn’t her first language. This is
how Ann would handle situations
throughout her career. She never
feared going out of her way to learn
the needs of the community or group,
even if it meant she would do most of
the work. All that matters to Ann
Kalayil is getting results.

People who know Ann best describe
her as fierce, outspoken, and compas-
sionate—just like her late father, Phil-
ip Kalayil. Her dad taught her the im-
portance of these shared values and
public service. Philip Kalayil was a
Chicagoland legend. He was leader in
the Indian American community,
starting organizations to help people
stay in touch with their culture and re-
ligion. Later, he would start the Indo-
American Democratic Organization,
empowering people to register to vote
and make their voices heard. Ann
would later serve as its president. In
2008, Philip was recognized by the Asso-
ciation for Asian American Studies
with its Heart of Asian America Com-
munity Award, a well-deserved honor.

You could say public service was in
Ann’s blood, and although Philip is no
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longer with us, I know he would feel
the same way. What a proud moment it
must have been for him, watching his
youngest daughter being sworn in to a
top Federal job—appointed by the
President of the United States—while
holding the family Bible.

Growing up as Philip Kalayil’s
daughter, Ann had a front row seat in
how to be a leader in the community
and has waged countless successful
campaigns, issues ranging from edu-
cation policy, campaign finance re-
form, immigration reform, and docu-
menting Asian American history. Dur-
ing the 2008 Presidential campaign,
Ann cochaired Obama’s Asian Amer-
ican and Pacific Islander Leadership
Council and was among a select few
who was in a reserved area near the
stage in Grant Park when Obama
greeted a crowd of nearly 200,000 to cel-
ebrate the historic election. For all she
takes on, her brother Tom only recalls
seeing Ann nervous once, and it was
when she was asked to throw the first
pitch at a Chicago White Sox game fol-
lowing her appointment at the GSA.

Prior to her appointment at the GSA,
Ann worked for more than 12 years at
the University of Chicago in Informa-
tion Technology Services in Emerging
Technologies and Communications and
as director of Client Services and Sup-
port. Like her father, she was also a
teacher. Ann taught interdisciplinary
courses on Asian Americans at DePaul
University, Loyola University Chicago,
and the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago. Ann also holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science from the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago, a bach-
elor’s degree in computer science from
Northeastern Illinois University, a
master’s degree in Asian studies from
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, and a doctorate from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

I want to congratulate Ann Kalayil
on her wonderful career and her out-
standing service to our community and
the country. I wish her all the best.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO UTAH’S SERVICE
ACADEMY NOMINEES

e Mr. LEE. Mr. President, one of the
great privileges of representing my fel-
low Utahns in the U.S. Senate is the
annual opportunity to meet the excep-
tional young men and women from the
great State of Utah who have answered
the call of service by applying to the
U.S. Air Force Academy, the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy, the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, and the U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy.

Under title 10 of the U.S. Code, each
yvear, Members of Congress are author-
ized to nominate a number of young
men and women from their district or
State to attend the country’s service
academies. It is my distinct honor to
recognize 10 of these exemplary Utahns
this year.

May 16, 2017

Each of these 10 students is of sound
mind and body. This will serve them
well in Colorado Springs, West Point,
Annapolis, and Kings Point—but to
succeed they will need more than this.

The journey on which these young
men and women will soon embark re-
quires more than mental and physical
aptitude. It also demands strong moral
character—leadership, courage, hon-
esty, prudence, and self-discipline. It
calls for a commitment to service and
love of country.

Today I would like to recognize and
congratulate each of these impressive
students, all of whom embody, in their
own unique way, the standards of ex-
cellence on which America’s service
academies are built.

Jacob Lee Angeletti will be attending
the U.S. Air Force Academy. Jacob will
be graduating from Bingham High
School, where he was the captain of the
soccer team. He also captained his
championship club soccer team, was
named to the Utah Olympic Develop-
ment Soccer Team, and encouraged
young athletes as a coach in the local
soccer league. A leader among his
peers, Jacob participated in the Boy
Scouts and also served as a president in
his church’s youth organization.

Emilyanne Rose Baker, from
Wasatch High School, accepted an ap-
pointment to the U.S. Military Acad-
emy at West Point after visiting mul-
tiple service academies. Active in both
her school and community, Emilyanne
served as president of the Japanese
Club, a group leader for Youthlinc, and
a mentor for Big Brothers Big Sisters.
She is a member of the National Honor
Society and was the scholar-athlete on
the swim team.

Cody William Brophy will be attend-
ing the U.S. Air Force Academy after
graduating from Corner Canyon High
School. Throughout high school, Cody
prepared himself to attend an academy
by preparing academically, physically,
and by seeking leadership opportuni-
ties.

He ran cross county and track,
played competitive soccer, was a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society, and
participated in the Civil Air Patrol.
Cody also attended Boys State and
served as president of the peer leader-
ship team council.

Andrew Jesse Dansie has accepted an
appointment to the U.S. Military Acad-
emy at West Point. An Eagle Scout and
active member of JROTC, Andrew will
soon graduate from Snow Canyon High
School. Using his skills as captain of
the swim team, he served others as
coach of a special needs swim team.
Andrew was selected as one of five stu-
dents to represent his school with the
district leadership academy, where he
sharpened his leadership skills through
service opportunities.

Hunter Mansfield Holt, from Desert
Hills High School, will be attending the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point.
In addition to being an Eagle Scout
and member of the National Honor So-
ciety, Hunter also attended Boys State.
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