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are not helping a Republican President 
fulfill his pledge—a pledge to all vot-
ers—but one that certain Republican 
voters specifically took to heart; that 
is, to fulfill his pledge of caring for 
those with preexisting conditions, con-
tinuing coverage, lowering premiums, 
and eliminating mandates. 

If you are a Democratic Senator, the 
forgotten woman and the forgotten 
man is in your State too. I can promise 
you, even if you are not a Republican 
but you are a Democrat, you have an 
opioid crisis in your State. So if we are 
now looking at addressing Medicaid ex-
pansion or the affordability of the indi-
vidual market, and you are a Demo-
cratic Senator and you decide to sit on 
the sideline—if you are a voter in that 
State, you should be asking why. 

Let’s face it. Speaking of my Demo-
cratic colleagues, many of you do not 
like President Trump. Some of you 
hate President Trump. Some of you 
like him, but you have to pretend that 
you hate him. Even though this is 
President Trump’s pledge, this is not 
about President Trump. This about the 
voters—the patients, the people in our 
States who either cannot afford their 
insurance or who have an addiction or 
some mental illness or some other crit-
ical mental healthcare need that, if 
this ObamaCare replacement is not 
done well, will leave them far worse 
off. 

I have heard some of the excuses 
from my Democratic colleagues as to 
why they cannot participate. They say: 
Oh, we are using the word ‘‘repeal’’ or, 
oh, we are not going through a normal 
committee process—oh, this, or oh, 
that. I concede it all. Who cares? If you 
are a voter right now, and your child is 
addicted to opioids, do you really care 
that there is a semantic issue regard-
ing whether or not we are saying ‘‘re-
peal’’ or ‘‘repair’’? Do you really care 
that after 8 years of hearings, we don’t 
have a few more hearings? Do you even 
understand the difference between rec-
onciliation versus normal process? I 
would say no, because the principal 
thing that concerns you is that your 
child is desperate for help and you are 
not sure that the help will continue. 

So I say to my Democratic col-
leagues: Whatever the excuse, ignore 
the excuse, and please engage. 

Let me finish where I started. I think 
the average American right now wants 
every Senator, whether Republican or 
Democrat, to help President Trump 
fulfill his pledge to maintain coverage, 
lower premiums, and care for those 
with preexisting conditions, without 
mandates. Every Senator should listen 
to the American people as they ask us 
to put patients over party, to put the 
American people over partisanship. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the time during quorum calls 
until 12:30 p.m. today be equally di-
vided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to engage in a col-
loquy with my colleagues on the floor 
to talk about Police Week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, during 

this week, all across the country, peo-
ple are honoring the men and women 
who serve as law enforcement officials. 
Clearly, they deserve and receive rec-
ognition every day for what they do, 
but this is an incredibly difficult job. 

Last night, I was with some of our of-
ficers from Missouri and with family 
members, and I said: A lot of times, it 
is easier for you to walk out the door 
than it is for your family to see you 
walk out the door, not knowing what 
you are going to face every day. 

When Senator COONS and I came to 
the Senate 7 years ago, we created and 
cochaired the Senate Law Enforcement 
Caucus. It is a privilege to be part of 
that and also to speak today on behalf 
of those who serve us. 

This is a week in which we take a 
moment to recognize the law enforce-
ment officers who have lost their lives 
in the line of duty. Today, I want to 
pay tribute to three Missouri law en-
forcement officers who were killed in 
the line of duty this past year. Master 
Sergeant Carl T. Cosper of the Barry 
County Sheriff’s Office was one of 
those, as were Officer Blake Curtis 
Snyder of the St. Louis County Police 
Department and Deputy Sheriff Paul 
Allen Clark of the St. Francois County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Just last month, Master Sergeant 
Cosper was killed in a vehicle collision 
while responding to a domestic disturb-
ance call. He had served the Barry 
County Sheriff’s Office for 10 years be-
fore that fatal accident. 

In October of 2016, Officer Blake Sny-
der was shot and killed while respond-
ing to a disturbance. He had served the 
St. Louis County Police Department 
for 4 years. He is survived by his wife 
and their 2-year-old son. I had a chance 
last night to visit with his wife again. 
Elizabeth and her brother Justin, also 
a police officer in St. Louis County, 
were here earlier this year to talk 
about police and families and what we 
need to do to really express our under-
standing of what those families go 
through, their strength and their reli-
ance, both humbling and inspiring, and 
I am sure they are passing along those 
very values to Blake’s 2-year-old son. 

In July of 2016, Deputy Sheriff Paul 
Clark died from complications related 
to injuries he sustained in October of 
2015 when he was intentionally struck 
by a stolen vehicle near Desloge, MO. 

Deputy Clark had served the St. Fran-
cois County Sheriff’s Department for 13 
years and had previously served with 
the Park Hills Police Department for 5 
years. He is survived by his wife, two 
children, and by their grandchildren. 

All of these individuals are heroes, 
and our prayers remain with their fam-
ilies. 

Let me now turn to Senator COONS. 
As I said earlier, he and I founded the 
Law Enforcement Caucus when we 
came to the Senate. We try on a reg-
ular basis to have opportunities to talk 
about policing practices, family chal-
lenges, and mental health issues that 
police deal with every day. I turn to 
Senator COONS for some comments. 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I thank 
my colleague from the State of Mis-
souri. Working with Senator BLUNT, 
my cochair of the Law Enforcement 
Caucus, has been a terrific experience. 
We have had the opportunity over sev-
eral years and several Congresses now 
for more than a dozen conversations, 
where we invite law enforcement lead-
ers from around the country to talk 
about partnership between Federal, 
State, and local law enforcement, in-
telligence sharing, equipment issues, 
policy and operational issues to allow 
us to provide needed support for the 
men and women of law enforcement. 

It is my honor to join with several of 
my colleagues today to recognize the 
men and women of law enforcement as 
part of National Police Week. To-
gether, we offer our gratitude and our 
support to the men and women of law 
enforcement and their families, who 
together support our communities. 

It is only May, and yet my home 
State of Delaware has already been re-
minded of the tremendous risks and 
great sacrifices made by law enforce-
ment officers and their families. 

In February of this year, Lieutenant 
Steven Floyd of the Delaware Depart-
ment of Correction was killed on the 
job in a prison riot in Smyrna, the 
Delaware correctional center. He was a 
16-year veteran of the department and 
left behind his wife of 28 years, 
Saundra; his children, Candyss, Steven, 
Jr., and Chyvante; and two grandsons. 

Just last month, Corporal Stephen 
Ballard of the Delaware State Police 
was senselessly gunned down while in-
vestigating a suspicious vehicle. Cor-
poral Ballard had served with the Dela-
ware State Police for 81⁄2 years and left 
behind his wife Louise and his daughter 
Abigail. 

Delawareans are still grieving for the 
loss of both of these brave men in the 
line of duty. 

As we recognize the entire law en-
forcement community from across our 
country during National Police Week, 
we should honor their sacrifice by serv-
ing them as well as they serve us. This 
week and every week, we must do ev-
erything we can to honor our obliga-
tions to fallen heroes and their fami-
lies. 

In the wake of these losses in Dela-
ware, I am committed to continuing to 
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work with my colleagues across the 
aisle and across the country, like Sen-
ators KLOBUCHAR, CORNYN, and Senator 
BLUNT, to make sure our officers have 
the resources they deserve to do their 
jobs and to come home safely at the 
end of every shift. That means con-
tinuing to champion programs like the 
Bulletproof Vest Partnership, which 
literally saves officers’ lives. Delaware 
knows the importance of this long-run-
ning program all too well. Two of our 
Delaware Capitol Police officers who 
were shot in the line of duty survived 
due to bulletproof vests provided 
through this vital and ongoing Federal- 
State partnership. 

I will also continue to work here in 
the Senate with colleagues to reform 
the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits 
Program to make sure the families of 
officers who lose their lives or are per-
manently disabled in the line of duty 
receive the benefits they deserve. 

Chairman GRASSLEY, who has joined 
us here on the floor, is one of the lead 
cosponsors of this bill, along with Sen-
ators HATCH, GILLIBRAND, and KLO-
BUCHAR—is one of many cosponsors. 
This is a bill that will take important 
steps in these reforms, and it is just 
one step away from passing the Senate, 
and my understanding is it could head 
to the House of Representatives as 
early as later today. 

Of course, our commitment to serv-
ing the men and women of law enforce-
ment has to extend beyond the patrol 
car and the police station. Building and 
maintaining trust between law enforce-
ment and the communities they serve 
is essential to preventing and reducing 
crime and keeping officers safe. That is 
why Senator BLUNT and I have both 
taken steps to encourage the strategy 
of community policing, which helps of-
ficers do their job more effectively in 
partnership with local communities. 
We have also continued to support 
local officials who are working to bring 
Federal resources, expertise, and con-
vening power to help strengthen the 
bonds between the police and the com-
munities they serve. 

In light of all these important ef-
forts, we can’t let ideology or partisan 
politics in this Chamber prevent us 
from doing our job in support of law 
enforcement. We will fail those who 
serve us if we do so. We have to move 
forward in a bipartisan way to improve 
and invest in officer safety. That is 
why I am proud to stand with my col-
league and partner from Missouri as 
cochairs of the Law Enforcement Cau-
cus. The mission of this bipartisan 
group of Senators is simple: to bring 
law enforcement, community leaders, 
issue experts, and Republicans and 
Democrats together to share ideas and 
generate solutions to challenges facing 
State and local law enforcement. We 
have hosted more than a dozen brief-
ings and events. 

Now more than ever, Senator BLUNT 
and I are committed to this mission. 
We are on the floor today to honor 
women and men, like Corporal Ballard 

and Lieutenant Floyd from Delaware, 
who put on the uniform and the badge 
every day, not knowing whether they 
will come home at the end of their 
shift. We are here today for their fami-
lies, whose sacrifice and burden are 
heavy. 

When I attended Corporal Ballard’s 
moving memorial service earlier this 
month, the most powerful speaker 
among many was his widow, Louise. 
She stood up, stood tall, and with a 
smile on her face thanked the 3,000 offi-
cers from 36 States across the country 
who had come to stand in solemn pro-
cession and honor Corporal Ballard’s 
sacrifice and pay their respects. 

Louise Ballard said: 
This is my Stephen’s victory, when I get to 

see men and women from all over the coun-
try who every single day get up and do a job. 
A job that’s hard, a job that requires heart. 

Few jobs are as hard or require as 
much heart as patrolling the streets 
and protecting our communities. 

This week, together we honor the 
service and sacrifice of those law en-
forcement officers whose names have 
been added to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial this year 
and the hundreds of thousands, even 
millions, who even today, even tonight, 
will be on patrol keeping our commu-
nities and our families safe. 

Mr. President, I yield to the chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, my colleague from Iowa and 
partner in legislating in the interest of 
law enforcement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
thank my colleagues from Missouri and 
Delaware for leading this effort to 
honor our law enforcement officers and 
particularly those who have been 
killed in the line of duty. 

In 1962, Congress passed a joint reso-
lution proclaiming the week of May 15 
as ‘‘National Police Week.’’ 

The National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial, located here in Wash-
ington, DC, is our country’s monument 
to these fallen officers. Carved into the 
marble walls of the memorial are the 
names of the more than 20,000 officers 
killed in the line of duty throughout 
our Nation’s history. Every year, tens 
of thousands of fellow officers from 
around the world come to Washington, 
DC, as part of Police Week to pay trib-
ute to the men and women whose 
names are inscribed on this wall. 

The planned events surrounding Po-
lice Week began with the 36th Annual 
National Peace Officers’ Memorial 
Service, held on the west front of the 
U.S. Capitol. The President of the 
United States was the keynote speak-
er, and his presence was a testament to 
the fraternity of this noble profession. 
Immediately following the service, 
there was a wreath-laying at the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Me-
morial. The annual memorial service is 
an opportunity for all Americans to re-
flect on the dedication of these public 
servants and the ultimate sacrifice 
they have paid for this great Nation. 

We should also acknowledge the fam-
ilies of the fallen, whose lives have 
been forever changed by the loss of 
their loved ones. 

During the memorial service, there 
was a Roll Call of Heroes for the 143 
law enforcement officers killed in the 
line of duty last year. Their names will 
adorn the memorial walls in per-
petuity. The list of the fallen include 
five of my fellow Iowans: Sergeant An-
thony Davis Beminio of the Des Moines 
Police Department; Officer Susan Lou-
ise Farrell of the Des Moines Police 
Department; Patrolman Justin Scott 
Martin of the Urbandale Police Depart-
ment; Sergeant Shawn Glenn Miller of 
the West Des Moines Police Depart-
ment; and Officer Carlos Bernabe 
Puente-Morales of the Des Moines Po-
lice Department. 

We honor these great heroes for lay-
ing down their lives to protect their 
communities in Iowa. There is no year 
in recent memory in which so many 
Iowans have lost their lives in the line 
of duty. 

I would like to specifically address 
the ambush-style killing of Sergeant 
Beminio and Officer Martin. These offi-
cers were heinously murdered by the 
same perpetrator on the same night 
while they sat in their patrol cars. 
While the exact motive of the killer is 
unknown, he nevertheless sought out 
these brave men and gunned them 
down in cold blood. 

These ambush-style attacks have be-
come more prevalent since the inci-
dents in Dallas, TX, and Baton Rouge, 
LA, spanning 10 days last July. Accord-
ing to a report by the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, 
there were a total of 21 officers killed 
in ambush-style attacks just last 
year—the highest total in two decades. 

There has been much vitriol written 
and directed toward law enforcement 
over the last few years. The notion 
that the actions of a few bad individ-
uals implicate the entire profession 
may still, unfortunately, endanger pub-
lic servants in the area of law enforce-
ment. 

This sort of rush to judgment against 
all law enforcement officers ought to 
end and end right now. The men and 
women of law enforcement make great 
sacrifices every day to protect our fam-
ilies and, of course, all of our fellow 
citizens. They do so freely, not out of a 
sense of obligation but because they 
are dedicated to the cause of justice. 

Their devotion merits our attention, 
admiration, and we are deeply indebted 
to them. This is why today I am sub-
mitting a bipartisan resolution to com-
memorate Police Week and honor 
those who have given their lives in this 
pursuit. I thank my colleagues in the 
Senate who have cosponsored this reso-
lution with me. 

I call on all Americans to remember 
the fallen and pay tribute to the sac-
rifices they have made. To quote the 
motto of the Fraternal Order of Police 
Auxiliary: ‘‘Never Let Them Walk 
Alone.’’ 
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I hope that during Police Week, the 

Senate will pass my legislation to re-
form the operations of the Public Safe-
ty Officers’ Benefit Program. Delays in 
the award of benefits to the families of 
fallen officers have become intolerable, 
and those families deserve to know the 
status of their applications during the 
process. 

In addition, the Judiciary Committee 
has reported two other bills that I hope 
the Senate will take up during Police 
Week. One bill sets standards for the 
use of a new form of DNA evidence. The 
second makes an allowable use of COPS 
grants for recruiting and promoting of 
military veterans as police officers. 

Finally, during Police Week, my Ju-
diciary Committee will report a bill 
that is designed to provide mental 
health services to police officers who 
live through and with enormous stress 
as they work to protect us. 

I am pleased to join with my col-
leagues in saluting the service of our 
law enforcement officers during Police 
Week. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, before we 

turn to Senator CORNYN, I want to 
mention his leadership in the National 
Criminal Justice Commission Act and 
also thank Senator GRASSLEY for mov-
ing the Law Enforcement Mental 
Health and Wellness Act out of his 
committee this week. Those are two of 
the things we clearly can do that will 
make a difference to people in law en-
forcement and their families, and there 
has been no more strident advocate of 
families or those who serve in law en-
forcement than the Senator from 
Texas, Mr. CORNYN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I am de-
lighted to be here during Police Week, 
along with our colleagues from Mis-
souri, Delaware, Minnesota, and Iowa 
to celebrate the men and women in 
blue who put their lives at risk so that 
our communities can be safer, more 
stable, more prosperous places. 

I am reflecting this week on the ter-
rible experience in Dallas, TX, about a 
year ago when Chief David Brown in-
spired the Nation with his response to 
the terrible tragedy there that took 
the lives of five Dallas police officers 
and injured seven more. 

Following the attack, Chief Brown 
made clear that if you want to see 
change or if you want to protest law 
enforcement, why not instead join 
their ranks and be a part of the solu-
tion. I am grateful to him for his en-
couragement of the young men and 
women who have many opportunities 
to serve their communities—many in 
uniform. 

The truth is, we can do a lot of good 
by inspiring confidence in law enforce-
ment and showing our support for 
them. We saw what was referred to by 
the former Director of the FBI as the 
‘‘Ferguson effect,’’ where, in fact, he 
said it was his view that many police 
officers were afraid of being criticized 

unjustly, so they withheld or were reti-
cent in acting in the face of a criminal 
activity. 

We need to make sure that our law 
enforcement personnel know we are 
firmly behind them and we will always 
support them. As Chief Brown liked to 
point out, if somebody has crossed a 
line they should not cross, that is an 
appropriate subject for disciplinary ac-
tion on a police force. 

There is never any excuse for assault-
ing a police officer. That is the thin 
blue line between us and anarchy in 
our society. 

I thank the Senator from Minnesota 
for working with me on the American 
Law Enforcement Heroes Act that the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee 
just mentioned. This bill will help 
State and local law enforcement hire 
more veterans into their ranks. Obvi-
ously, that is relevant experience and 
training that can help our law enforce-
ment departments across the country 
be better and take advantage of these 
great patriots who have now taken off 
one uniform to put on another. 

We know there are places in the 
country where, despite the best efforts 
of law enforcement, danger is spiking 
violent crime rates in some parts of the 
country due to dangerous criminals 
like the MS–13 gang, a vicious gang 
from Central America that is wreaking 
havoc in parts of the country. We can’t 
let our officers face these dangers with-
out knowing we have their backs. 

I am delighted to be here with our 
colleagues celebrating National Police 
Week and making it clear to the men 
and women in blue that we unequivo-
cally support them and stand by them 
and need to let all of our country men 
and women know that these are true 
American heroes who deserve our re-
spect and support every day, not just 
during Police Week. 

I yield to our friend and our col-
league from Minnesota. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
rise with my colleagues today in rec-
ognition of Police Week. I thank Sen-
ator BLUNT and Senator COONS for 
bringing us together, as well as Sen-
ator GRASSLEY and Senator CORNYN. 

Law enforcement officers play a crit-
ical role in keeping our communities 
safe, and Police Week is all about hon-
oring their dedication and sacrifice 
and, sadly for so many families, those 
officers who made the ultimate sac-
rifice. Our officers are on the frontlines 
of public safety, and while most people 
run away from crime scenes or run 
away from disaster, they run bravely 
toward it. 

In my State, we were reminded all 
too well of the courageous dedication 
of law enforcement just this last year 
when Jason Falconer, an off-duty po-
lice officer at a shopping mall spending 
his free time on his own, encountered a 
horrific scene of a man unhinged who 
was stabbing people in the St. Cloud 
shopping mall. Falconer didn’t even 

pause. He made sure that he saved the 
people who were wounded; 10 were 
wounded that day. So many would have 
been killed if he had not intervened— 
an off-duty officer. 

I think about Officer Shawn Schnei-
der, who is no longer with us, in Lake 
City, MN. I met with his family several 
times. This was a brave officer, a pop-
ular officer in a small community. One 
night he was called to the scene of a 
domestic abuse case. A young woman, 
scared, had called. He showed up at the 
door, and a man unhinged opened the 
door and shot and killed that officer. 

The story behind that officer and the 
people behind that officer are the ones 
who carry on his memory—his fellow 
officers, as we see this week during Po-
lice Week, his family, his widow, and 
their three children. I will never forget 
sitting in the pews of that church and 
hearing the story as those three little 
kids walked down the aisle. There were 
two young boys and a girl in a blue 
dress covered in stars. The story was 
that the last time the family had been 
in that church and the last time those 
children had been in that church was 
for the church nativity play, and their 
dad, Officer Schneider, was sitting 
there watching them with such pride. 
A few weeks later, there they were at 
his funeral. 

Those are the people we remember 
during this important week. Our job as 
U.S. Senators is to treat them in the 
way that they treat their jobs. They go 
to work every day without fear or 
favor. That is what we have to do when 
we think about police officers. 

There are issues, as Senator COONS 
mentioned, we need to work on—poli-
cies and the relationship between offi-
cers and our communities. We have to 
promote more community policing, 
more training, more recruiting. That is 
why I am very positive about these 
bills—the COPS bill I have with Sen-
ator MURKOWSKI, where we finally have 
bipartisan sponsorship for grants that 
have now helped to place approxi-
mately 129,000 police officers on the 
beat in more than 13,000 State, local, 
and Tribal law enforcement agencies. 

In that community I mentioned, St. 
Cloud, are the recipients of some of the 
grants we are talking about. That is 
why Senator MURKOWSKI and I are tak-
ing on this issue, to make sure that 
this program continues to be funded 
and that, in fact, we reinforce the pro-
gram. 

The bill Senator CORNYN just men-
tioned that we are leading together to 
promote the hiring of veterans as law 
enforcement officers would encourage 
local police departments to hire and 
train veterans as cops while providing 
our veterans with the opportunity to 
continue to serve their communities. 

Yes, we can do all we can to have the 
backs of our officers and to work with 
them and our communities, but what 
we are doing this week is something a 
little different. We honor them. We rec-
ognize their sacrifices, whether it is 
taking dangerous criminals off the 
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street, whether it is preventing ex-
tremist groups from recruiting people 
in our neighborhoods, whether it is 
fighting the opioid abuse epidemic, 
whether it is simply giving a kid a sec-
ond chance—and they do those kinds of 
things all the time. 

Law enforcement officers are doing 
some of the hardest and most impor-
tant work out there. We owe our safety 
to them, and we thank them for their 
remarkable service. 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, in conclu-
sion, I thank my colleagues, Senators 
KLOBUCHAR, GRASSLEY, CORNYN, and 
BLUNT, for joining us today in a col-
loquy on the floor. It is a small but im-
portant gesture of bipartisan support, 
sustained and long-lasting bipartisan 
support for the community of law en-
forcement that serves each of us and 
our communities every day. 

I wish to yield to my friend Senator 
BLUNT for his closing remarks. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I thank 
Senator COONS. 

The pieces of legislation to support 
officers and their families are wide 
ranging, even legislation to be voted 
out of the Judiciary Committee today. 
It was exactly 1 year ago today that 
President Obama signed the Fallen He-
roes Flag Act into law. This is a bill 
that I introduced along with my col-
league that provides that American 
flags be flown over the U.S. Capitol and 
given to the families of firefighters, 
law enforcement officers, and other 
first responders who lose their lives in 
the line of duty. 

As Senator KLOBUCHAR so well point-
ed out, these are the people who run to 
danger when the rest of us are able to 
head the other way. We are grateful to 
them and grateful for them. 

Mr. President, I think we will yield 
the floor with great appreciation for 
the law enforcement officers who are 
being recognized this week. There are 
still too many names that Senator 
GRASSLEY mentioned who will be added 
to the over 20,000 officers who have lost 
their lives in the line of duty since the 
country was founded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the time 
from 2:15 p.m. until 5:15 p.m. today be 
equally divided in the usual form; and 
that at 5:15 p.m., all postcloture time 
be expired and the Senate vote on the 
Rosen nomination; that if the nomina-
tion is confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table, and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action, 
and the Senate resume consideration of 
the Brand nomination; further, that 
notwithstanding rule XXII, the cloture 
vote on the Brand nomination occur at 
12 noon on Wednesday, May 17; and 
that if cloture is invoked, the time 
count as if it were invoked at 1 a.m. on 
Wednesday; finally, that if cloture is 
invoked on the Brand nomination, the 
cloture vote on the Branstad nomina-

tion occur following disposition of the 
Brand nomination; and that if cloture 
is not invoked on the Brand nomina-
tion, the cloture vote on the Branstad 
nomination occur immediately fol-
lowing the failed cloture vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
YOUNG). The Senator from New Mexico. 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, it is an 

honor to join my colleagues. I know 
Senator COONS and others have come 
together as a bipartisan group to talk 
about fallen police officers. 

It is with my greatest respect and 
deepest sympathy that today I honor 
five fallen New Mexico heroes on the 
floor of the Senate. These five brave 
men were police officers who died in 
the line of duty. Police officers who 
sacrificed their lives in service to the 
people of their communities and our 
State. 

Police Officer Jose Ismael Chavez 
was a member of the Hatch Police De-
partment. While conducting a traffic 
stop in Hatch on August 12, 2016, one 
passenger exited and opened fire on Of-
ficer Chavez. Officer Chavez is survived 
by his wife and two children. 

Secondly, Police Officer Clint E. 
Corvinus of Alamogordo was part of 
the Alamogordo Police Department 
and was shot while pursuing a sus-
pected felon on foot in Alamogordo on 
September 2, 2016. Officer Corvinus is 
survived by his daughter. 

Deputy Sheriff Ryan Sean Thomas of 
the Valencia County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment was responding to a call for serv-
ice on December 6, 2016, when his pa-
trol car left the roadway between Los 
Lunas and Belen, and overturned. He 
was ejected from his car. He is survived 
by his wife, daughter, and a baby boy 
after he died. 

Sheriff Steven Lawrence Ackerman, 
of the Lea County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, was killed in a single vehicle 
crash near Encino on January 17, 2017. 
Sheriff Ackerman had served with the 
Lea County Sheriff’s Department for 14 
years and previously with the Lea 
County Detention Center for 12 years. 
He is survived by his wife, daughter, 
son, and grandson. 

Police Officer Houston James Largo, 
of the Navajo Tribal Police, was shot 
while responding to a domestic vio-
lence call near Prewitt, NM. He passed 
away the next day on March 12, 2017. 
He was only 27 years old. 

There are no words to express the 
sadness or the gratitude we all feel to-
ward these New Mexico officers and 
their families and toward all police of-
ficers who are killed in the line of 
duty. We honor them all this Police 
Week and by legislation we introduced 
last week in the Senate to extend fly-
ing the flag half-staff for the first re-
sponders. We will push to give first re-
sponders the respect they are owed by 
passing the Honoring Hometown He-
roes Act. 

Every day, tens of thousands of po-
licemen and policewomen serve our 

communities in myriad ways, from 
tracking down violent criminals to 
finding shelter for homeless persons. 
The police and their families deserve 
our respect, gratitude, and support 
every day. 

I thank you, Officer Chavez, Officer 
Corvinus, Deputy Sheriff Thomas, 
Sheriff Ackerman, and Officer Largo, 
from the bottom of my heart and with 
sincere appreciation. 

RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 
Mr. President, the White House and 

President Trump face yet another cri-
sis—perhaps the biggest in his chaotic 
term so far. According to the Wash-
ington Post and other outlets, Presi-
dent Trump disclosed highly classified 
information to the Russian Foreign 
Minister and Russian Ambassador to 
the United States in the Oval Office 
last week. This is utterly stunning. 

Congress needs to find out exactly 
what happened, on a bipartisan basis, 
but we can tell already that President 
Trump’s behavior in this incident is 
very dangerous. It is dangerous to our 
national security institutions, dan-
gerous to the men and women overseas 
who are serving their country and risk-
ing their lives. Many other outlets 
have confirmed the Washington Post 
article, and they have cited several 
sources. 

Assuming it is true, the President 
has endangered our relationship with a 
partner who gave our security agencies 
this information. That has ripple ef-
fects that will risk similar relation-
ships with other countries. It also 
could put our sources at risk. 

While his national security team de-
nied the news reports this morning, the 
President was on Twitter contradicting 
them. He claims he has the right to tell 
the Russian Foreign Minister anything 
he wants. I can’t think of any parallel 
in history for the President’s dan-
gerous lack of discretion or his dan-
gerous misunderstanding of how to 
handle classified national security in-
formation. 

As the chair of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, Senator CORKER 
put it this way: The White House is in 
a ‘‘downward spiral,’’ and he said it 
needs to get it ‘‘under control.’’ Sen-
ator CORKER is a senior Republican. I 
know the Presiding Officer and I serve 
with him on the Foreign Relations 
Committee. He is a man I respect very 
much, and I hope the White House will 
listen to Chairman CORKER. 

It is very strange that the President 
chose to meet with the Russian Ambas-
sador at the center of the Trump cam-
paign’s contacts to Russia or to allow 
the Russian press with their electronic 
equipment into the meeting at the 
Oval Office, but let’s put these strange 
and dangerous events in the context of 
the last several weeks and months. 

America’s intelligence agencies have 
concluded that Russia interfered in the 
U.S. election and that they favored the 
Trump campaign. Now the President is 
hosting senior Russian officials in the 
Oval Office and disclosing highly clas-
sified information—information that 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:48 May 16, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G16MY6.017 S16MYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
7T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T10:20:17-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




