May 11, 2017

freedom and to integrate that plan into
United States diplomatic, development, and
national security strategies;

(3) in accordance with section 106 of the
International Religious Freedom Act (22
U.S.C. 6415), calls on the President, in col-
laboration with the Secretary of State, the
Ambassador at Large for International Reli-
gious Freedom, and the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, to develop a strategic plan to di-
rect grants funded by the United States Gov-
ernment towards civil society that are im-
plementing innovated programs in key coun-
tries to train and work with local religious
leaders of all religious communities, includ-
ing minorities, on the importance of plural-
istic societies, rights guaranteed under
international law, and reporting mechanisms
available to them within international insti-
tutions;

(4) urges the Secretary of State to imple-
ment the requirements of section 103 of the
Frank Wolf International Religious Freedom
Act (Public Law 114-281) and develop a train-
ing curriculum for all American diplomats in
international religious freedom policy;

(5) urges the President, the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of Defense, and other
relevant agencies to develop a comprehen-
sive response to protect the victims of geno-
cide, crimes against humanity, and war
crimes and to provide humanitarian, sta-
bilization and recovery assistance to all indi-
viduals from religious and ethnic groups so
effected in Iraq and Syria;

(6) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State to reestablish the Religion and For-
eign Policy Working Group within the De-
partment of State’s Federal Advisory Com-
mittee established by the previous adminis-
tration, bringing together experts from gov-
ernment, universities, religious and other
nongovernmental organizations to develop
an effective multiyear plan to address reli-
gious persecution globally and protect and
promote international religious freedom; and

(7) calls on the President, the Secretary of
State and the United States Trade Rep-
resentative to ensure that trade negotiations
include religious freedom conditions as man-
dated by the Bipartisan Congressional Trade
Priorities and Accountability Act of 2015
(title I of Public Law 114-26).

————

NOTICES OF INTENT TO OBJECT
TO PROCEEDINGS

I, Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY, intend
to object to proceeding to the nomina-
tion of Courtney Elwood, of Virginia,
to be General Counsel of the Central
Intelligence Agency, dated May 11,
2017.

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to the nomination of
Sigal Mandelker, of New York, to be
Under Secretary for Terrorism and Fi-
nancial Crimes, dated May 11, 2017.

——————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I have 8
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
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COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 11, 2017 at 9:30 a.m.,
in 328A Russell Senate Office Building,
in order to conduct a hearing entitled
“Pesticide Registration under the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act: Providing Stake-
holders with Certainty through the
Pesticide Registration Improvement
Act.”
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 11,
2017, at 9:30 a.m., in open session, to re-
ceive testimony on Cyber Policy,
Strategy, and Organization.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 11, 2017 at 10 a.m. to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The Status
of the Housing Finance System After
Nine Years of Conservatorship.”
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet in executive session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 11, at 9:30 a.m. in SD-
106.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate, on May 11, 2017, at 10
a.m., in SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS
The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
Thursday, May 11, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. in
428A Russell Senate Office Building to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Nomina-
tion of Althea H. Coetzee to be Deputy
Administrator of the Small Business
Administration.”
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Thursday, May 11, 2017
from 10 a.m., in room SH-216 of the
Senate Hart Office Building to hold an
open hearing entitled ‘Worldwide
Threats.”
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Thursday, May 11, 2017
from 1:30 p.m., in room SH-219 of the
Senate Hart Office Building to hold a
closed hearing.

————

PROVIDING FOR STAYS DURING A
PERIOD THAT THE MERIT SYS-
TEMS PROTECTION BOARD
LACKS A QUORUM

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of S. 1083 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 1083) to amend section 1214 of
title 5, United States Code, to provide for
stays during a period that the Merit Systems
Protection Board lacks a quorum.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1083) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1083

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. STAYS BY MSPB DURING PERIODS
WITH NO QUORUM.

Section 1214(b)(1)(B) of title 5,
States Code, is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘(i) before ‘‘The Board
may’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(ii) If the Board lacks the number of
members appointed under section 1201 re-
quired to constitute a quorum, any remain-
ing member of the Board who was appointed,
by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, shall, upon request by the Special
Counsel, extend the period of any stay grant-
ed under subparagraph (A).”.

United

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MAY 15,
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, May 15;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; further, that following leader
remarks, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session and resume consideration
of the Rosen nomination; further, that
the time until 5:30 p.m. be equally di-
vided in the usual form; finally, that
notwithstanding the provisions of rule
XXII, the pending cloture motions
ripen at 5:30 p.m., Monday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MAY 15, 2017, AT 3 P.M.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.



S2922 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE May 11, 2017

There being no objection, the Senate, DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY CONFIRMATION
at 5:50 p.m., adjourned until Monday, DAVID J. KAUTTER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT . . . .
May 15, 2017, at 3 p.m. SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, VICE MARK J. MAZUR. Executive nomination confirmed by
—— DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY the Senate May 11, 2017:
BROCK LONG, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE ADMINIS- EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
NOMINATIONS TRATOR OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT — poveo foopr o o0 o ORIDA. TO BE UNITED
D) ; ; ; ived b AGENCY, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, VICE : :
xecutive nominations receive v STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE, WITH THE RANK OF
WILLIAM CRAIG FUGATE, RESIGNED. AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY.

the Senate:
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