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some banks didn’t want competition. 
They didn’t want it shown that maybe 
the cities or the States could run these 
retirement systems more cheaply and 
take less money out of the average 
American’s pocket. So we undid this 
rule. I don’t think a single average con-
stituent in any part of America wanted 
this rule undone, just the big banks— 
some of them, not all of them. That is 
the kind of thing my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle and President 
Trump are bragging about. It is noth-
ing to brag about. 

Let’s be very clear about this. These 
are not the priorities the American 
people voted for in November, where a 
substantial majority of Americans said 
in exit polls that the economy was 
rigged against them. These CRAs rig 
the game even further for the wealthy 
special interests and are nothing to 
brag about or write home about. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the 
Lighthizer nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Robert 
Lighthizer, of Florida, to be United 
States Trade Representative, with the 
rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair 
lays before the Senate the pending clo-
ture motion, which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-

nation of Robert Lighthizer, of Florida, to be 
United States Trade Representative, with 
the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary. 

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Mike 
Rounds, Orrin G. Hatch, Thom Tillis, 
Steve Daines, Mike Crapo, Pat Roberts, 
Thad Cochran, Luther Strange, John 
Thune, Richard C. Shelby, John 
Hoeven, John Boozman, Rob Portman, 
Jerry Moran, David Perdue. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. By unanimous consent, the man-
datory quorum call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Robert Lighthizer, of Florida, to be 
United States Trade Representative, 
with the rank of Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the 
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), 
and the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from West Virginia (Mrs. CAP-
ITO) would have voted ‘‘yea’’ and the 
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Missouri (Mrs. MCCAS-
KILL) is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SASSE). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 81, 
nays 15, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 126 Ex.] 
YEAS—81 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 

Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Franken 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 

Menendez 
Moran 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Strange 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—15 

Blumenthal 
Gillibrand 
Harris 
Heinrich 
Markey 

McCain 
Merkley 
Reed 
Sanders 
Sasse 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Udall 
Warren 
Whitehouse 

NOT VOTING—4 

Capito 
McCaskill 

Murkowski 
Sullivan 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 81, the nays are 15. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The Senator from Wyoming. 
CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW ACT RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, over 

the past few months, Congress has 
passed 14 different resolutions that are 
going to save the American people 
money and are going to make it a lot 
easier for our economy to grow. There 
have been 14 times since February that 
we have struck down unnecessary, bur-
densome, and costly regulations. 

These were called ‘‘midnight regula-
tions’’ because they came at the end of 
the Obama administration. Some came 
out, actually, after the Presidential 
election had been completed. The out-
come was known, and, still, the out-
going administration tried to continue 
with what President Obama’s Chief of 
Staff at one time called ‘‘audacious ex-
ecutive actions.’’ Half of these 14 regu-
lations—half of them—were actually 
put in place after the November Presi-
dential election. 

When one thinks about the election 
last year in November, President 
Obama said time and again during the 
campaign that his agenda was on the 
ballot. The American people rejected 
that agenda, and the President dumped 
these new rules on the American people 
as a parting shot. We wiped out 14 of 
these regulations—wiped them off the 
books. 

In one resolution, we rolled back an 
important part of President Obama’s 
war on coal. That was the so-called 
stream buffer rule. It was designed to 
shut down a lot of the surface coal 
mining in this country. It would have 
destroyed up to one-third of coal min-
ing jobs in America. So we passed a 
resolution that will protect coal min-
ing jobs and protect American energy 
independence. 

There was another resolution we 
passed that restores the role of local 
land managers in deciding how best to 
use Federal land. Before the Obama ad-
ministration, the local experts were 
the ones who would help decide how 
Federal land could be used in so many 
areas around the country. These are 
the people on the ground. They are the 
ones who know best what works there. 
They are the ones with the best sense 
of how to balance all of the different 
ways that land can be used. That could 
be things like recreation, energy pro-
duction, and grazing. 

Well, the Obama administration said 
it wasn’t interested in hearing from 
the local experts anymore. It decided 
to put the decisions—all of those deci-
sions—in the hands of unelected, unac-
countable bureaucrats in Washington, 
DC. So Congress passed a resolution 
that says these are decisions that af-
fect local communities and those com-
munities should have the say—and a 
significant amount of say—in how deci-
sions get made. 

When we look at these 14 resolutions 
all together, they will save Americans 
over $4 billion and more than 4 million 
hours of paperwork because not only 
are the regulations expensive, they are 
burdensome and time-consuming. 
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I can tell my colleagues this is just 

the beginning. These resolutions are 
just one tool that we have to strike 
down bad regulations. There is much 
more that Congress can do and will do, 
and there is much more that the 
Trump administration can do. 

The administration has already made 
it clear that the bureaucrats in Wash-
ington are not in charge anymore. I 
plan to make sure the Trump adminis-
tration keeps up the pace and tosses 
some of the worst regulations and rules 
into the garbage where they belong. 

A good place to start would be for 
Ryan Zinke, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, to throw out another rule that 
makes it more difficult to produce 
American energy. This regulation sup-
posedly tries to reduce how much 
methane gets lost in oil and gas pro-
duction. There is always some unproc-
essed natural gas that gets released at 
gas and oil wells. Energy producers try 
to gather up this gas and then ship it 
to a processing plant where, of course, 
it can be sold. It can be used by cus-
tomers, and taxes are paid on it that go 
to State and local governments, as well 
as money that is raised by the sales for 
the companies themselves. 

To do that, the producers need small 
pipelines. They need these small pipe-
lines to collect the unprocessed gas 
from the wells and to get it to the 
processing plant. Here is the problem: 
We don’t have enough of these gath-
ering lines. Without the gathering 
lines, the only option is for that gas to 
get burned, and that extra natural gas 
will escape into the air. 

So what do the bureaucrats in Wash-
ington say? They could have addressed 
the real reason this gas is being lost; 
that is, the fact that they haven’t al-
lowed enough of these gathering lines 
on Federal land. Instead, they decided 
to write a regulation that makes it 
tougher for us to produce American en-
ergy here in America. The Obama ad-
ministration blocked the permits to 
build the gathering lines. 

So this methane rule is a terrible 
regulation. It is redundant. It is unnec-
essary. I believe it is illegal, and it 
needs to go. Secretary Zinke should 
wipe the slate clean and get rid of this 
outrageous rule immediately. He 
should also order the bureaucrats who 
work for him to start approving more 
of these gas-gathering lines. That is 
what we really need. We need to make 
energy as clean as we can, as fast as we 
can, and do it in ways that do not raise 
costs for American families. We need 
to balance thoughtful regulation with 
a growing economy. We can have both. 

The Obama administration abso-
lutely failed to strike the right bal-
ance. The Trump administration and 
Congress have a lot more we can do to 
make sure we get the balance right. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I will be 

brief. I think the Senator from Okla-
homa is going to go into some addi-

tional details, and the Senator from 
Wyoming did a great job of summa-
rizing some of the positive results that 
have come from our actions. I want to 
refer to his resolutions of disapproval 
for regulations that we feel were an 
overreach. 

When we went through the 14 votes— 
we actually had 15, but we were not 
able to succeed in 1 last regulation of 
disapproval yesterday—there were ar-
guments put forth against our dis-
approving these regulations. It was as 
if we were completely deregulating the 
subject matter area that we were fo-
cused on, but that was not the case. 
What we were trying to do is eliminate 
the duplication and the costs associ-
ated with layering regulations on top 
of regulations. 

We have a lot of discussion around 
here about tax reform, and we need to 
do that, but if we look at the regu-
latory burden on businesses and home-
owners and State and local govern-
ments, there is a smart, right-size way 
to implement regulations, and there is 
a costly, complex, wrong way to imple-
ment regulations. 

So I am proud we were able to get 14 
resolutions of disapproval completed. I 
think they were regulations that were 
not necessary. They are obviously 
areas that if Congress ever needed to 
act, we could go back and implement 
regulations, if necessary. 

What we ended up doing through this 
action over the past couple of months 
with the administration is reduce regu-
latory burdens by $67 billion, and we 
have eliminated some 56 million paper-
work hours. We are eliminating, we are 
cutting redtape, and that is a good 
thing. 

I appreciate all the Members who 
worked hard on getting this together. I 
particularly appreciate my staff—Bill 
Bode and Torie Ness in particular—who 
worked hard with the other Senate of-
fices to see what kind of support we 
could get for moving these regulatory 
disapprovals forward. I thank my fel-
low Members and the administration 
for working with us to fulfill our prom-
ise, which is to right-size government 
and get our economy going again. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, first of 

all, I appreciate the comments made by 
my colleague from North Carolina. It is 
even more meaningful to me because 
all during the time the regulations 
were coming on, I happened to be the 
one who was chairing the Environment 
and Public Works Committee, and we 
knew what was going to happen. 

I am almost speechless when I think 
about the success. We went 20 years 
only taking up 1 CRA, and then we end 
up passing 14 of them—all but 1. That 
is a huge, successful record. My col-
leagues understand, this gives us the 
opportunity for people who are answer-
able to the public—people who are 
elected and have to stand for elec-
tions—to have a part in what is some-

times considered to be the action of an 
unelected bureaucrat. 

We have had great opportunities 
here. I think the ‘‘midnight’’ regula-
tions—a term that is used quite often— 
so that a party going out of office, such 
as President Obama, being very lib-
eral—a very proud liberal, I might 
add—wanted to get as many of his 
rules in at the last minute. We were 
able to come in and pass these in the 
time required. We were able to pass 14 
of these, in addition to the other regu-
lations and other methods of doing reg-
ulations, which I want to address a lit-
tle bit. It is just not something that we 
really anticipated would happen. 

Now, I am particularly proud because 
mine was the first CRA to be passed in 
20 years, and that was the very first 
one that came from what President 
Obama wanted having to do with the 
oil and gas industry, but the fact that 
nothing passed in that long period of 
time just shows now that people are 
recognizing that we who stand for elec-
tion should be involved in this process 
of doing away with these regulations. 

Now, the rule that I brought to the 
floor, which was the first one the Presi-
dent signed—we had a great signing 
ceremony and I enjoyed it very much— 
was the one that affected the oil and 
gas industry. It was an SEC ruling of 
the Obama administration that said 
that if you are a domestic producer of 
oil and gas—of course, that is the pri-
vate sector—you have to release all of 
the information you are using in pro-
ducing a bid against maybe another 
country. To use an example, in China, 
it is not in the private sector like it is 
in the United States. Their oil and gas 
business is in the public sector so they 
would have a distinct advantage. Quite 
frankly, it is consistent with what the 
previous President—President Obama— 
was doing in his war on fossil fuels. 
Fossil fuels are coal, oil, and gas, and 
he was very proud to be opposed to 
coal, oil, and gas, and frankly nuclear 
too. 

I have often wondered—I go back to 
Oklahoma virtually every weekend 
that I don’t have to be in one of the 
war zones or someplace like that. I go 
there really for my therapy because 
they ask questions that make sense. 
We don’t get these questions in Wash-
ington. One of them I remember was in 
Shattuck, OK. When I was there, some-
body said: Explain this to me. We have 
a President who wants to do away with 
fossil fuels and he wants to do away 
with nuclear energy. Now, we are de-
pendent upon fossil fuels, coal, oil and 
gas, and nuclear energy for 89 percent 
of the power it takes to run this ma-
chine called America. If he is success-
ful in doing away with it, how do we 
run this machine called America? 

Well, I am proud to say that the war 
against fossil fuels is over. The par-
ticular CRA I sponsored came out of 
the Dodd-Frank Act. 

By the way, overregulation is over-
regulation. When I talk to people back 
in my State of Oklahoma, if they are in 
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the banking business or the financial 
services business, they are concerned 
about the overregulation that comes 
from Dodd-Frank. If they are farmers, 
they are concerned about the regula-
tion that would take the jurisdiction of 
regulating our water resources out of 
the States and putting it in the Fed-
eral Government. So that is what this 
is all about. 

So I will tell you how serious this 
was. The CRA that I had was so signifi-
cant that the Federal courts came in, 
in July of 2013, and said that the SEC 
made several errors in rushing this reg-
ulation through. They actually vacated 
the rule. That was a major accomplish-
ment. I was very proud that I had the 
courts on my side, for a change. 

Anyway, the SEC finalized the sec-
ond rule under the authority of Dodd- 
Frank, section 1504, by making some— 
without any really substantial 
changes. Nonetheless, this is the one 
that he first signed. 

So thanks to the Congressional Re-
view Act, oil and gas companies are not 
at a disadvantage when they are com-
peting with State-owned oil and gas 
companies such as we have in China. 

We passed other critical CRAs be-
cause regulations tied the hands of our 
businesses and took local control away 
from the States. A lot of people in 
America—and I think a higher percent-
age of my people in Oklahoma—are 
really concerned about Second Amend-
ment rights. Of course, we had one of 
the regulations that went through—in 
fact, Second Amendment rights, when 
we talk about the farmers and the 
ranchers and not just from my State of 
Oklahoma—we are a farm State—but 
throughout America, they will tell you 
that there are problems. Their No. 1 
concern was—and I asked the Farm Bu-
reau representative. He said the great-
est problem facing farmers is not any-
thing that is found in the ag bill, it is 
the overregulation by the EPA and spe-
cifically what they call the WOTUS 
bill. The WOTUS bill, which is the one 
I just mentioned, would take the juris-
diction away from the State and give it 
to the Federal Government. 

I have to say this. When you talk 
about ‘‘liberals,’’ that is not a negative 
term. It is a reality. It is how much 
power should be in the hands of the 
Federal bureaucrats as opposed to indi-
viduals and the States. So we have a 
lot of these regulations. One of the 
things the CRA has done is, it has 
taken away an excuse that people will 
use—I am talking about people in this 
Chamber who are legitimately liberals 
and believe we should have more con-
trol in Washington—it takes the power 
away from the Federal bureaucrats be-
cause what they can do is go ahead and 
pass the regulations. Then you go back 
home and when people are yelling and 
screaming about being overregulated 
back in their home States, they say: 
Don’t blame me, blame the unelected 
bureaucrats. A CRA takes away that 
excuse because it forces them to actu-
ally get on record. 

So as chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works, we were involved with more of 
these regulations than any other com-
mittee because that is what we do for 
a living there. So I was very happy to 
see all of the successes we had. 

Let me just mention because I don’t 
think it has been mentioned before— 
and I will submit this for the RECORD. 
There are two ways of doing away with 
these regulations, and one is through 
Executive orders. I think everybody 
knows that. But they don’t realize 
what has already been done. I think we 
have had a total of 30, 31 regulations 
that have been done away with either 
through Executive orders or through 
the Congressional Review Act. Some of 
the Executive orders, for example, are 
the WOTUS, the one we have been talk-
ing about; clean energy, something 
which repeals the Clean Power Plan 
and something which officially ended 
the war on fossil fuels, I might add; the 
Executive order on rebuilding the mili-
tary; the Executive order on the Key-
stone and Dakota Access Pipelines—we 
are all familiar with that and the ongo-
ing debate. 

Some of the CRAs really aren’t 
talked about too much, and we are 
talking about regulations that came 
from the Obama administration that 
now have been done away with through 
use of CRAs—the educational rule 
mandating Federal standards for evalu-
ating teacher performance; the edu-
cational rule establishing a national 
school board, with an effort to get 
away from local control of the schools; 
the Interior rule that blocked Alaska 
from controlling their own hunting and 
fishing in that beautiful State; the So-
cial Security rule that put seniors on a 
gun ban list—Second Amendment 
rights. 

All of these things are very signifi-
cant, and I am very proud, quite frank-
ly, of this body. With the exception of 
one, we passed all 14 of the CRAs, and 
I can’t think of any time that has been 
done in the past. So it is a great thing. 
It did put the power back in the hands 
of the people who are elected here, and 
I am very glad to have been a partici-
pant in that. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the complete list of the Con-
gressional Review Act resolutions 
passed and the Trump Executive ac-
tions be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW ACT RESOLUTIONS 
PASSED 

SEC Rule requiring oil and gas companies 
to disclose their ‘‘playbooks’’ on how to win 
deals. Inhofe-CRA—first signed since 2001; 
Stream Buffer Zone rule that blocks coal 
mining; Education rule mandating federal 
standards for evaluating teacher perform-
ance; Education rule establishing national 
school board; Interior rule that blocked 
Alaska-control of hunting & fishing; Social 
Security rule that put seniors with ‘‘rep-
resentative payees’’ on gun-ban list; OSHA 
rule that changed paperwork violation stat-
ute of limitations from 6-months to 5-years. 

Defense rule that blocked contractors from 
getting deals if suspected (not convicted) of 
employment-law violations; Labor rule 
blocking drug-testing of unemployment 
beneficiaries; BLM rule blocking oil and gas 
development on federal lands. Federal Com-
munications Commission rule that would 
have established 2nd regime of privacy rules 
in addition to Federal Trade Commission; 
HHS rule that would make it easier for 
states to fund Planned Parenthood; Depart-
ment of Labor (DOL) rule forcing private 
sector employees onto goverment run retire-
ment plans; DOL rule allowing states to by-
pass protections on retirement plans. 

TRUMP EXECUTIVE ACTIONS 
Regulatory reform: requires 2 regulations 

be repealed for each new regulation; WOTUS: 
directs EPA to rescind Waters of the United 
States Act; Energy: repeals clean power 
plan, other harmful regulations . . . ending 
War on Fossil Fuels; Mexico City: reinstates 
ban of fed funds going to NGOs that do abor-
tions; Hiring Freeze: freezes federal hiring 
(exempted military); Military: rebuilds mili-
tary; Approves Keystone XL pipeline; Ap-
proves Dakota Access pipeline. 

Permit Streamlining: expedites infrastruc-
ture and manufacturing project permits; Im-
migration: 90 day suspension on visas for 
visitors from Syria, Iran, Libya, Somalia, 
Sudan, Yemen. 20 day suspension of U.S. Ref-
ugee Admission Program; Sanctuary Cities: 
blocks federal Department of Justice grants 
to sanctuary cities; Dodd-Frank: demands 
review of Dodd-Frank banking regulations 
and demanding roll-back; Shrink govern-
ment: directs federal agencies to reorganize 
to reduce waste and duplication; Trade: eval-
uates policies to reduce trade deficit; 
Opioids: fed task force to address opioid drug 
crisis; Fiduciary rule: delays implementa-
tion of bad DOJ rule; Religious Liberty: 
Eases enforcement of Johnson Amendment 
and grants other protections for religious 
freedom; Offshore drilling: revises Obama-era 
offshore drilling restrictions and orders a re-
view of limits on drilling locations; National 
Monuments: Directs a review of national 
monument designations. 

Improves accountability and whistleblower 
protections for VA employees; Affirms local 
control of school policies and examines De-
partment of Ed regulations; Reviews agricul-
tural regulations; Reviews use of H–1B visas; 
Top-to-bottom audit of Executive Branch; 
Moves Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities offices from Department of Ed to 
White House; Obamacare: directs federal 
agencies to ease burdens of ACA; Establishes 
American Technology Council; Establishes 
office of Trade and Manufacturing Policy; 
Identifies and reduces tax regulatory bur-
dens; ‘‘Hire America, Buy America’’; Estab-
lishes a collection and enforcement of anti-
dumping and countervailing duties and vio-
lations of Trade and Customs laws; Creates 
an order of succession within DOJ; Revokes 
federal contracting executive orders. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I yield 
the floor. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FISCHER). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

MENTAL HEALTH 
Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I 

want to talk today about a topic that 
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