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That is why regulating the natural
gas and methane emissions has been
delegated to the States by EPA and
why it should be up to the States.

So the States are fighting back. Wyo-
ming, Montana, and North Dakota filed
a legal challenge to the rule in the U.S.
district court in Wyoming.

The good news is that the States and
our economy will not have to wait
until this lawsuit makes its way
through the court system. We can pro-
vide regulatory relief right now, and
we should do so through the Congres-
sional Review Act—the CRA—which
provides Congress with a tool to rid the
Nation of burdensome, duplicative reg-
ulations like this one, and that is what
our schedule is for tomorrow—to take
up this CRA.

I am a cosponsor of this CRA, and we
need to pass it. I wish to thank the
chairman of the EPW Committee, Sen-
ator BARRASSO, for his work on this
issue, and others. The House has al-
ready passed this CRA. This has al-
ready been passed by the House. The
President has expressed his support for
it. We need to pass it tomorrow. We
need to get this done.

Every week I meet with North Dako-
tans and others who are working so
hard to produce energy for this coun-
try, to create jobs and a better future
for their families. They need and de-
serve a Federal Government that will
not stand in their way. This is a basic
but fundamental objective and a good
place to reduce that regulatory burden
to get our economy going. The way to
create more economic growth, more
jobs, and higher income levels is by re-
ducing the regulatory burden, and this
is a great example.

Again, it is just about common sense.
It is about empowering the States to
take a States-first approach, a State’s
primacy approach in terms of this kind
of regulation. How we produce energy
in Texas or North Dakota or Ohio or
Pennsylvania or Washington State—it
is different across the country. We
can’t have a Federal one-size-fits-all
rule. That is why it needs to be left up
to the States.

We have a chance tomorrow to pass
this measure, and it is exactly the kind
of measure that will help reduce that
regulatory burden, help us grow our
economy, and help us create good jobs.

I urge my colleagues to join with us
and pass this CRA.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPIRIT AIRLINES

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, most
everybody has seen the news of another
disturbance with regard to an airline in
an airport terminal. Indeed, what has
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happened at the Fort Lauderdale-Hol-
lywood International Airport just in
the last day has been a disturbance
where they had to call in the Broward
County Sheriff’s Office to put down the
disturbance because there were some
upset people.

I have just gotten off the phone with
the CEO of Spirit Airlines, as well as
the head of the Air Line Pilots Associa-
tion, and basically have told them that
they should get this thing fixed and get
it fixed quick. There is not so much a
labor dispute, because they are in nego-
tiations and I think are reaching final
conclusions, but, as a result of some
things with the schedule, it caused a
number of flights to be canceled and,
unfortunately, canceled right at the
last before they could let the pas-
sengers know ahead of time before they
ever came to the airport. Even much
more of an irritant, they load them on
the airplane as if they are ready to go
and then tell them they don’t have a
crew of pilots and, therefore, the flight
has to be canceled. Those problems are
going to go through today and tomor-
TOW.

I am given to believe—having talked
to the head of the pilot’s union, as well
as the CEO of the airline—that they
will have this straightened out over
the next several days. It has been cost-
ly, and it has certainly been an irritant
and an inconvenience to the passengers
because 300 flights have been canceled
already in the past several days, and
we are going to see some more canceled
in the next couple of days.

Now, this all culminated in what the
American television viewer has seen—a
chaotic scene at Spirit’s front ticket
counter at the Fort Lauderdale airport
after passengers had to get off of the
airplane and the canceled flight. Many
people have seen this video. It is now
circulating online. Obviously, these
passengers were very frustrated, and it
took, unfortunately, the deputies com-
ing in to put down the disturbance.

Having said that, this is just the lat-
est. Doesn’t that recall something else
that has happened in the last few
weeks—a passenger being dragged off of
an airplane, beaten, and bloodied?
Then, who has to come and get him but
an element of the airport authority of
Chicago. Haven’t we also seen on an-
other TV episode—and isn’t this telling
us something—that passengers are now
recording evidence of how passengers
are being treated because they have
cell phones and cell phones have video
cameras. SO0 we saw an airline em-
ployee kind of go off on passengers in
the case of another airline. Well, air-
lines, you had better start fixing this
because the passengers are not going to
tolerate it.

On the instant circumstance, having
talked with the CEO and the head of
the union, they are in these discus-
sions. I think they are going to get it
fixed. But they need to fix it fast be-
cause the traveling public only has so
much patience. What happened at Fort
Lauderdale was unacceptable and deep-
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ly unfair to the affected passengers,
the overwhelmed airline employees,
and local law enforcement. It was un-
fair. Let’s not forget, also in dealing
with the Fort Lauderdale airport, that
memories are still fresh of the shooting
that took place in January at the bag-
gage claim.

Now, what happened just last night
in Fort Lauderdale is just another ex-
ample of passengers becoming sick and
tired of what they perceive as mis-
treatment by airlines, be it that cir-
cumstance in Chicago with the forcible
removal of a passenger, or be it failing
airline IT systems and airline fees run
amok. So the airlines had better start
paying attention to this.

It appears airlines are giving the im-
pression that they have forgotten their
customers must come first. So what is
it? I know the airline companies don’t
intend to do this, but it is happening.
It is being recorded on video, and it is
all the more causing people to express
their frustrations.

I have no trouble in putting the air-
lines on notice. If they can’t get their
act together and start treating the fly-
ing public with respect rather than
making them think they are self-load-
ing cargo, then this Congress is going
to be forced to act, and that time is
going to come soon as the Senate be-
gins work this year on what will be a
bipartisan long-term bill to reauthorize
the Federal Aviation Administration.
That bill is coming later this year.

I just want to say in conclusion that
we have had a hearing in our Com-
merce Committee on this. I thought
that would be enough and this Senator
wouldn’t have to speak out anymore,
but here, again, we have another inci-
dent. My heart goes out, for example,
to some of the CEOs who are trying to
change a culture of treating passengers
with disrespect or ignorance. It is im-
portant they change that culture be-
cause we will continue to see these
kinds of circumstances arise if pas-
sengers do not feel like they are get-
ting the proper respect they deserve.
After all, they are customers. They are
paying customers of the airlines.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
JOHNSON). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

All postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Gottlieb nomi-
nation?

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.
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Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON)
would have voted ‘“‘yea.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 57,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 124 Ex.]
YEAS—57
Alexander Ernst Murkowski
Barrasso Fischer Nelson
Bennet Flake Paul
Blunt Gardner Perdue
Boozman Graham Portman
Burr Grassley Risch
Capito Hatch Roberts
Carper Heitkamp Rounds
Cassidy Heller Rubio
Cochran Hoeven Sasse
Collins Inhofe Scott
Coons Johnson Shelby
Corker Kennedy Strange
Cornyn King Sullivan
Cotton Lankford Thune
Crapo Lee Tillis
Cruz McCain Toomey
Daines McConnell Wicker
Enzi Moran Young
NAYS—42

Baldwin Harris Peters
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Booker Heinrich Sanders
Brown Hirono Schatz
Cantwell Kaine Schumer
Cardin Klobuchar Shaheen
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Cortez Masto Manchin Tester
Donnelly Markey Udall
Duckworth McCaskill Van Hollen
Durbin Menendez Warner
Feinstein Merkley Warren
Franken Murphy Whitehouse
Gillibrand Murray Wyden

NOT VOTING—1
Isakson

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The Senator from Florida.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Florida.

VENEZUELA

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I rise to
speak briefly this afternoon on the on-
going crisis in Venezuela. There is a
growing interest in the matter here
among my colleagues in the Senate and
the White House and other places—cer-
tainly, in the press—and thankfully so.
This has been going on now for a sig-
nificant period of time.
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Just to put it in context, a lot of
times, when we talk about these sorts
of showdowns around the world—these
sorts of internal strife—there is this
notion that there is this government in
place and there is this group that does
not like the government and that they
are arguing with each other about the
future of the country. What is inter-
esting in Venezuela is that both the op-
position and the ruling party are in
government. The government, obvi-
ously, at the Presidential level is con-
trolled by someone who has turned
himself into a dictator. He is a suc-
cessor of Hugo Chavez’s—he is the
President, Nicolas Maduro—and those
who surround him. Then there is the
National Assembly that is elected by
the people of Venezuela, the majority
party in their legislative branch.

What has happened over the last year
and a half is that the President of Ven-
ezuela, Maduro—the now dictator—has
nullified the legislative branch. He ba-
sically refuses to recognize the laws
they have passed and has stopped al-
lowing transfers. So, basically, today,
those in the National Assembly in Ven-
ezuela are not getting paid. They have
no funds for offices, and they have no
funds for material. They will pass a
law, and those laws are ignored. That
is the ongoing crisis.

The second part of it is that, under
their Constitution, Venezuela’s Con-
stitution, if you had collected a certain
number of signatures by December of
this year, by the end of the year, they
had to hold a referendum on the Presi-
dent, a recall referendum. They refused
to certify the signatures even though
the people who collected them turned
in four times as many signatures as
were necessary.

The third is that they are supposed
to have a Governor and legislative
elections this year in Venezuela.
Maduro has canceled those, and there
is no telling, but it does not seem as
though they are going to have a Presi-
dential election either.

Here is the bottom line: The strife in
Venezuela that is going on today can
be solved by having an election of the
people of Venezuela, by basically fol-
lowing their existing Constitution, but
that is not what they have allowed to
have happen. On the contrary, not only
are they not allowing these elections
to happen, but anyone who protests
against them has been jailed; press has
been kicked out of the country; CNN
has been kicked out of Venezuela, as an
example. Now we are seeing reports of
there being escalating violence in the
streets, and it is extraordinary. What
is interesting, though, is that fissures
are beginning to develop.

The message we send here today—
first of all, to those who are in the
streets who are fighting for democracy
and for following the law and having
elections in Venezuela—is that we
stand with you. We will never let your
cause fall, and we will never accept
these ridiculous moves that Maduro is
now taking to rewrite the Constitu-
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tion, yet again, through a flawed and
fraudulent process.

The second message we have is to the
people in the Venezuelan Government
who do not want to be a part of what is
happening. We now see examples of the
Attorney General, Luisa Ortega, who is
part of the Maduro government and has
been largely friendly but who, lately,
has begun to break away from the gov-
ernment, going so far as to criticize the
government’s escalating repression.

You see it increasingly among the
rank and file in the National Guard of
Venezuela, who are all armored up like
G.I. Joe, facing down these unarmed
protesters, but on the other side of the
protests are their mothers, their fa-
thers, their brothers, their sisters,
their wives, their husbands, and their
friends and neighbors. What is really
troubling now is that these armed
groups—irregular groups, these mili-
tias—that Maduro has armed and
trained with the help of Cuban intel-
ligence have spun completely out of
control.

These groups are going around ran-
domly beating people up, setting up
roadblocks, and committing all sorts of
acts of violence. They are not uni-
formed. These are collectives, as they
call them—Dbasically, these armed mili-
tias—outside of the government who
are funded, created by Maduro and who
have now begun to spin out of control,
even to the point at which they, them-
selves, I believe, are potentially threat-
ened by these groups who, in addition
to funding themselves through the gov-
ernment, have found other ways to
fund themselves through illicit means,
including through street crime.

This situation is reaching a breaking
point, and I think it is an important
moment to remind the men and women
in uniform in the National Guard of
Venezuela that their job is to protect
the people of Venezuela, not to oppress
them; that their job is to protect and
uphold the Constitution of that coun-
try, not to cancel it out; to remind
them that the men and women on the
other side of these protests are their
families and their fellow Venezuelans.

Now the time has come to tell the
men and women in the Venezuelan
Government—many who, perhaps, sym-
pathize with Hugo Chavez and Maduro
up to a point—that they do not want to
go down with this ship, that they do
not want to wind up on the list of peo-
ple who have participated in this
crackdown and in this oppression.

I hope that my colleagues here will
continue to work hard. I am encour-
aged by the amount of bipartisan sup-
port that we have begun to create on
the issue of Venezuela. I know my col-
league, Senator CARDIN, and I have
worked out bipartisan legislation that
urges the Maduro regime to release all
of its political prisoners and express
support for a solution to the crisis. I
urge all of my colleagues to join me in
cosigning this bipartisan legislation.

We also support the administration’s
efforts at the OAS to continue to work
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