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MURRAY, Mr. BROWN, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions: 

S. RES. 156 
Whereas National Foster Care Month was 

established more than 20 years ago to— 
(1) bring foster-care issues to the forefront; 
(2) highlight the importance of perma-

nency for every child; and 
(3) recognize the essential role that foster 

parents, social workers, and advocates have 
in the lives of children in foster care 
throughout the United States; 

Whereas all children deserve a safe, loving, 
and permanent home; 

Whereas the primary goal of the foster- 
care system is to ensure the safety and well- 
being of children while working to provide a 
safe, loving, and permanent home for each 
child; 

Whereas there are approximately 428,000 
children living in foster care; 

Whereas there were approximately 269,509 
youth that entered the foster-care system in 
2015, while over 62,000 youth were eligible 
and awaiting adoption at the end of 2015; 

Whereas children of color are more likely 
to stay in the foster-care system for longer 
periods of time and are less likely to be re-
united with their biological families; 

Whereas foster parents are the front-line 
caregivers for children who cannot safely re-
main with their biological parents and pro-
vide physical care, emotional support, edu-
cation advocacy, and are the largest single 
source of families providing permanent 
homes for children leaving foster care to 
adoption; 

Whereas children in foster care who are 
placed with relatives, compared to children 
placed with nonrelatives, have more sta-
bility, including fewer changes in place-
ments, have more positive perceptions of 
their placements, are more likely to be 
placed with their siblings, and demonstrate 
fewer behavioral problems; 

Whereas some relative caregivers receive 
less financial assistance and support services 
than do foster caregivers; 

Whereas an increased emphasis on preven-
tion and reunification services is necessary 
to reduce the number of children that are 
forced to remain in the foster-care system; 

Whereas more than 20,000 youth ‘‘aged out’’ 
of foster care in 2015 without a legal perma-
nent connection to an adult or family; 

Whereas children who age out of foster 
care lack the security or support of a bio-
logical or adoptive family and frequently 
struggle to secure affordable housing, obtain 
health insurance, pursue higher education, 
and acquire adequate employment; 

Whereas foster care is intended to be a 
temporary placement, but children remain 
in the foster-care system for an average of 19 
months; 

Whereas children in foster care experience 
an average of 3 different placements, which 
often leads to disruption of routines and the 
need to change schools and move away from 
siblings, extended families, and familiar sur-
roundings; 

Whereas youth in foster care are much 
more likely to face educational instability 
with 65 percent of former foster children ex-
periencing at least 7 school changes while in 
care; 

Whereas children entering foster care often 
confront the widespread misperception that 
children in foster care are disruptive, unruly, 
and dangerous, even though placement in 
foster care is based on the actions of a par-
ent or guardian, not the child; 

Whereas recent studies show foster chil-
dren enrolled in Medicaid were prescribed 

antipsychotic medications at 3 to 9 times the 
rate of other children receiving Medicaid; 

Whereas due to heavy caseloads and lim-
ited resources, the average tenure for a 
worker in child protection services is just 3 
years; 

Whereas States, localities, and commu-
nities should be encouraged to invest re-
sources in preventative and reunification 
services and postpermanency programs to 
ensure that more children in foster care are 
provided with safe, loving, and permanent 
placements; 

Whereas Federal legislation over the past 3 
decades, including the Adoption Assistance 
and Child Welfare Act of 1980 (Public Law 96– 
272), the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 
1997 (Public Law 105–89), the Fostering Con-
nections to Success and Increasing Adop-
tions Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–351), the 
Child and Family Services Improvement and 
Innovation Act (Public Law 112–34), and the 
Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strength-
ening Families Act (Public Law 113–183) pro-
vided new investments and services to im-
prove the outcomes of children in the foster- 
care system; 

Whereas May 2017 is an appropriate month 
to designate as National Foster Care Month 
to provide an opportunity to acknowledge 
the accomplishments of the child-welfare 
workforce, foster parents, advocacy commu-
nity, and mentors for their dedication, ac-
complishments, and positive impact they 
have on the lives of children; and 

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving, 
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless 
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of National 

Foster Care Month; 
(2) recognizes National Foster Care Month 

as an opportunity to raise awareness about 
the challenges that children face in the fos-
ter-care system; 

(3) encourages Congress to implement pol-
icy to improve the lives of children in the 
foster-care system; 

(4) acknowledges the unique needs of chil-
dren in the foster-care system; 

(5) recognizes foster youth throughout the 
United States for their ongoing tenacity, 
courage, and resilience while facing life chal-
lenges; 

(6) acknowledges the exceptional alumni of 
the foster-care system who serve as advo-
cates and role models for youth who remain 
in care; 

(7) honors the commitment and dedication 
of the individuals who work tirelessly to pro-
vide assistance and services to children in 
the foster-care system; and 

(8) reaffirms the need to continue working 
to improve the outcomes of all children in 
the foster-care system through parts B and E 
of title IV of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and other programs de-
signed to— 

(A) support vulnerable families; 
(B) invest in prevention and reunification 

services; 
(C) promote adoption in cases where reuni-

fication is not in the best interests of the 
child; 

(D) adequately serve those children 
brought into the foster-care system; and 

(E) facilitate the successful transition into 
adulthood for children that ‘‘age out’’ of the 
foster-care system. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 157—RECOG-
NIZING THAT FOR 50 YEARS, THE 
ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH EAST 
ASIAN NATIONS (ASEAN) AND 
ITS TEN MEMBERS—BRUNEI, 
CAMBODIA, INDONESIA, LAOS, 
MALAYSIA, MYANMAR, THE 
PHILIPPINES, SINGAPORE, THAI-
LAND, AND VIETNAM—HAVE 
WORKED TOWARD STABILITY, 
PROSPERITY, AND PEACE IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Ms. 
HIRONO) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 157 

Whereas the United States and ASEAN 
have worked together to advance our shared 
goals for 40 years, having established dia-
logue relations on September 10, 1977, with 
the issuing of the 1977 Joint Communique of 
the First ASEAN-United States Dialogue, 
and the United States acceding to the Treaty 
of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia 
(TAC) at the ASEAN Post Ministerial Con-
ference Session with the United States in 
Thailand on July 22, 2009; 

Whereas the United States was the first 
non-ASEAN country to appoint an ambas-
sador to ASEAN on April 29, 2008, and the 
first dialogue partner to establish a perma-
nent mission to ASEAN in 2010; 

Whereas the United States has supported 
efforts to strengthen the ASEAN Secretariat 
and expand its role in providing greater co-
ordination between, and enhancing the effec-
tiveness of, regional institutions; 

Whereas working together, the Govern-
ments and people of the United States and 
ASEAN can help realize their common vision 
of a peaceful, prosperous, rules-based Asia- 
Pacific region that offers security, oppor-
tunity, and dignity to all of its citizens; 

Whereas ASEAN’s 10 members, taken col-
lectively, are the 7th largest economy in the 
world, with an annual gross domestic prod-
uct of $2,400,000,000,000, and represent the 
United States’ fourth-largest export market 
with total two-way trade in goods and serv-
ices reaching $254,000,000,000, allowing over 
780,000 visitors to the United States in 2015, 
which contribute more than $5,000,000,000 to 
the United States economy, and accounting 
for more than 500,000 jobs in the United 
States; 

Whereas ASEAN’s 10 members represent a 
diverse group of nations and dynamic econo-
mies with an expanding workforce, a growing 
middle class, and a diverse set of skills, cul-
tures, and resources, which of the estimated 
20,000,000 Asian Americans in the United 
States, includes over 7,000,000 who identify 
with an ASEAN ethnicity, including 4,000,000 
Filipinos and 1,900,000 Vietnamese; 

Whereas ASEAN is home to critical global 
sea lanes located at the center of the world’s 
strongest economic growth area, with 
$5,300,000,000,000 of global trade and more 
than half of total shipped tonnage transiting 
through ASEAN’s waters each year; 

Whereas ASEAN, taken collectively, is one 
of the fastest growing economies in Asia 
after China and India, expanding by 66 per-
cent since 2006 and exceeding the global 
growth average for the past ten years; 

Whereas the ASEAN Economic Community 
aims to create one of the largest single mar-
ket economies in the world, facilitating the 
free movement of goods, services, and profes-
sionals and engendering a sense of economic 
community among its member states; 
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Whereas the United States is the largest 

investor in Southeast Asia, with total for-
eign direct investment stock of nearly 
$273,500,000,000 in 2014, creating millions of 
jobs in the United States and in ASEAN 
Member States, while investment in the 
United States from Southeast Asia has in-
creased more than any other region’s invest-
ment in the past decade; 

Whereas the United States has helped 
ASEAN create a Single Window customs fa-
cilitation system that will aid in expediting 
intra-ASEAN trade and make it easier for 
United States businesses to operate in the 
region; 

Whereas the United States-ASEAN Busi-
ness Alliance for Competitive Small and Me-
dium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) has already 
trained more than 4,600 small to medium en-
terprises, with nearly half of the individuals 
trained being young women entrepreneurs; 

Whereas United States-ASEAN develop-
ment cooperation has focused on innovation 
and capacity-building efforts in technology, 
education, disaster management, food secu-
rity, human rights, and trade facilitation; 

Whereas the Lower Mekong Initiative, es-
tablished on July 23, 2009, is a multinational 
effort that helps promote sustainable eco-
nomic development in mainland Southeast 
Asia to foster integrated, multisectoral, sub-
regional cooperation and capacity building; 

Whereas the Declaration on the Conduct of 
Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) was 
signed by all members of ASEAN and the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) on Novem-
ber 4, 2002, committing ASEAN and the PRC 
to ‘‘exercise self-restraint in the conduct of 
activities that would complicate or escalate 
disputes and affect peace and stability,’’ and 
reaffirming that ‘‘the adoption of a code of 
conduct in the South China Sea would fur-
ther promote peace and stability in the re-
gion and agree to work, on the basis of con-
sensus, toward the eventual attainment of 
this objective’’; 

Whereas the leaders of the United States 
and ASEAN, at their Special Leaders Sum-
mit in Sunnylands, California on February 
16, 2016, reaffirmed their shared commitment 
to maintain peace, security, and stability in 
the region and ensure maritime security and 
safety, including by respecting the rights of 
freedom of navigation and overflight and 
other lawful uses of the seas, and unimpeded 
lawful maritime commerce as described in 
the 1982 United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as well as non- 
militarization and self-restraint in the con-
duct of activities; 

Whereas ASEAN is a partner to the United 
States on key transnational challenges, such 
as terrorism, violent extremism, climate 
change, environmental degradation and pol-
lution, energy, infectious diseases, disar-
mament, proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, cybersecurity, trafficking in 
persons, illicit trafficking of wildlife and 
timber, and illegal, unregulated, and unre-
ported fishing; 

Whereas the United States supports the 
East Asia Summit (EAS) as the premier 
leaders-led forum for dialogue and coopera-
tion on political, security, and economic 
issues in the region and commends the direc-
tion set in the Kuala Lampur Declaration at 
the EAS’ 10th anniversary, including the new 
exchange mechanism for EAS members’ am-
bassadors; 

Whereas the United States, ASEAN, and 
other Dialogue Partners, through the 2015 
East Asia Summit, adopted a statement on 
transnational cyber issues that emphasizes 
the importance of regional cooperation to 
improve the security and stability of cyber 
networks, setting an important precedent for 
strengthening practical cooperation, risk re-

duction, and confidence building in cyber-
space; 

Whereas the 2016 East Asia Summit in 
Vientiane adopted a statement on non-pro-
liferation that reaffirmed the United States’, 
ASEAN’s, and other Dialogue Partners’ lead-
ers’ support for efforts at the national, re-
gional, and international level to promote 
nuclear disarmament, nuclear non-prolifera-
tion, and peaceful uses of nuclear energy, 
and reiterated the importance of nuclear se-
curity to combating nuclear terrorism; 

Whereas North Korea’s provocative missile 
launches and nuclear tests highlights the 
threat posed by its nuclear and ballistic mis-
sile programs and contradicts calls by 
ASEAN leaders at the 2016 East Asia Summit 
in Vientiane for North Korea to abide by 
multiple United Nations Security Council 
resolutions and international obligations; 

Whereas changes in climatic conditions in 
the ASEAN region over the past four decades 
have resulted in major loss and damage 
throughout the ASEAN region with a dis-
proportionate impact on developing coun-
tries, with the experiences of Cyclone Nargis 
in Myanmar and Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, as well as the impacts that cli-
mate-caused ocean acidification has had on 
fish stocks, coral resources, and coastal agri-
culture, providing stark evidence of the de-
structive impacts on the region; 

Whereas conservation and sustainable 
management of forests throughout ASEAN 
play an important role in helping to miti-
gate changes in the climate, reduce the risks 
of extreme weather events and other cli-
mate-driven disasters, and provide sustain-
able economic livelihood opportunities for 
local communities; 

Whereas the United States will pursue ini-
tiatives that are consistent with broader sus-
tainable development, including the achieve-
ment of food security and poverty allevi-
ation throughout the ASEAN region; 

Whereas the United States is a committed 
partner with ASEAN on the protection of 
human rights, which are not only essential 
for fostering and maintaining stability, secu-
rity, and good governance, but protecting 
the basic rights and fundamental dignities of 
the people of ASEAN; 

Whereas the United States supports the 
work and mandate of the ASEAN Intergov-
ernmental Commission on Human Rights 
(AICHR), including capacity building for the 
promotion and protection of human rights 
and the AICHR’s priorities programs, and ac-
tivities; 

Whereas the Young Southeast Asian Lead-
ers Program has now engaged over 100,000 
people between the ages of 18 and 35 across 
all 10 ASEAN nations to promote innovation 
among young people while also providing 
skills to a new generation who will create 
and fill the jobs of the future; 

Whereas the irregular movement of per-
sons continues to be one of the main security 
threats in the Southeast Asia region; 

Whereas addressing migration flows and 
combating human smuggling and human 
trafficking in ASEAN is an important, ongo-
ing challenge requiring increased coordina-
tion and shared responsibility; 

Whereas, on November 21, 2015, ASEAN 
Member Sates signed the ASEAN Convention 
Against Trafficking in Persons, Especially 
Women and Children, which represents an 
important step forward in preventing human 
trafficking, prosecuting the perpetrators, 
and protecting the survivors; 

Whereas the United States supports 
ASEAN Member States in anticorruption ef-
forts through, among other initiatives, the 
implementation of the United Nations Con-
vention Against Corruption; 

Whereas Vice President Mike Pence trav-
eled to Jakarta, Indonesia on April 20, 2017, 

where he met with the ASEAN Secretary 
General and ASEAN Permanent Representa-
tives, congratulated ASEAN on its 50th anni-
versary, and remarked on the 40th anniver-
sary of the United States’ diplomatic rela-
tionship with ASEAN, noting that the 
United States-ASEAN relationship ‘‘without 
a doubt has benefitted both ASEAN and 
America—diplomatically, economically, and 
from the standpoint of national security’’; 

Whereas, on this visit, Vice President 
Pence pledged that the United States would 
‘‘redouble our cooperation with ASEAN on 
issues of regional security’’ and continue to 
support ‘‘increased information sharing and 
security efforts to protect our people and our 
way of life across the ASEAN region and 
across the wider world,’’ and ‘‘continue to 
work closely with ASEAN to promote peace 
and stability in the South China Sea by up-
holding a rules-based order, ensuring the 
lawful and unimpeded flow of commerce, and 
encouraging the peaceful and diplomatic res-
olution of disputes’’; 

Whereas, on this visit, Vice President 
Pence remarked that ‘‘by strengthening our 
economic ties, the United States and ASEAN 
member nations can foster jobs, prosperity, 
and growth in new and unprecedented ways’’ 
and that ‘‘American exports to ASEAN mem-
ber nations already support more than 
550,000 jobs in the United States, and almost 
42,000 U.S. companies export more than 
$100,000,000,000 in goods and services to 
ASEAN nations every year’’; and 

Whereas, on this visit, Vice President 
Pence announced that President Trump will 
attend the U.S.-ASEAN Summit, the East 
Asia Summit in the Philippines, and the 
APEC Leaders Meeting in Vietnam this No-
vember: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) welcomes the leaders of the Association 

of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to the 
United States for the meetings with Sec-
retary of State Rex Tillerson and congres-
sional members, and affirms the meeting as 
the first regular United States-ASEAN meet-
ings; 

(2) supports and affirms the elevation of 
the United States-ASEAN relationship to a 
strategic partnership and recommits the 
United States to ASEAN centrality and to 
helping to build a strong, stable, politically 
cohesive, economically integrated, and so-
cially responsible ASEAN community with 
common rules, norms, procedures, and stand-
ards consistent with international law and 
the principles of a rules-based Asia-Pacific 
community; 

(3) urges ASEAN to continue its efforts to 
foster greater integration and unity toward 
the ASEAN community; 

(4) recognizes the value of ASEAN working 
with economic, political, and security part-
ners such as Australia, Canada, the Euro-
pean Union, India, Japan, New Zealand, Nor-
way, the Republic of Korea, and Taiwan both 
inside of and outside of Asia, as well as the 
advantage of strategic economic initiatives 
like the U.S.-ASEAN Connect that dem-
onstrate a commitment to ASEAN and the 
AEC and build upon economic relationships 
in the region; 

(5) reaffirms the enhancement of United 
States-ASEAN economic engagement, in-
cluding the elimination of barriers to cross- 
border commerce, and supports the ASEAN 
Economic Community’s goals, including 
strong, inclusive, and sustainable growth 
and cooperation with the United States that 
focuses on innovation and capacity building 
efforts in technology, education, disaster 
management, food security, human rights, 
and trade facilitation, including for 
ASEAN’s poorest countries; 

(6) supports efforts by ASEAN nations to 
address maritime and territorial disputes in 
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a constructive manner and to pursue claims 
through peaceful, diplomatic, and legitimate 
regional and international arbitration mech-
anisms, consistent with international law, 
including through the adoption of a code of 
conduct in the South China Sea to further 
promote peace and stability in the region; 

(7) urges all parties to maritime and terri-
torial disputes in the Asia-Pacific region, in-
cluding the PRC— 

(A) to exercise self-restraint in the conduct 
of activities that would undermine stability 
or complicate or escalate disputes through 
the use of coercion, intimidation, or military 
force; and 

(B) to refrain from new efforts to milita-
rize uninhabited islands, reefs, shoals, and 
other features, including the construction of 
new garrisons and facilities and the reloca-
tion of additional military personnel, mate-
riel, or equipment; 

(8) opposes actions by any country to pre-
vent any other country from exercising its 
sovereign rights to the resources of the ex-
clusive economic zone (EEZ) and continental 
shelf by seeking to enforce claims to those 
areas in the South China Sea that have no 
support in international law; 

(9) opposes unilateral declarations of ad-
ministrative and military districts in con-
tested areas in the South China Sea; 

(10) supports efforts to negotiate the joint 
management of maritime resources through 
diplomacy and peaceful negotiation; 

(11) urges parties to refrain from unilateral 
actions that cause permanent physical dam-
age to the marine environment and supports 
the efforts of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration and ASEAN to 
implement guidelines to address illegal, un-
reported, and unregulated fishing in the re-
gion; 

(12) supports efforts by United States part-
ners and allies in ASEAN— 

(A) to enhance maritime capability and 
maritime domain awareness; 

(B) to protect unhindered access to and use 
of international waterways in the Asia-Pa-
cific region that are critical to ensuring the 
security and free flow of commerce; 

(C) to counter piracy; 
(D) to disrupt illicit maritime trafficking 

activities such as the trafficking of persons, 
goods, and drugs; and 

(E) to enhance the maritime capabilities of 
countries or regional organizations to re-
spond to emerging threats to maritime secu-
rity in the Asia-Pacific region; 

(13) urges ASEAN Member States to de-
velop a common approach to reaffirm the de-
cision of the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
in The Hague’s ruling with respect to the 
case between the Republic of the Philippines 
and the People’s Republic of China; 

(14) reaffirms the commitment of the 
United States to continue joint efforts with 
ASEAN to halt human smuggling and traf-
ficking in persons and urges ASEAN to make 
increased efforts to create and strengthen re-
gional mechanisms to provide assistance and 
support to refugees and migrants; 

(15) supports the Lower Mekong Initiative, 
which has made significant progress in pro-
moting sustainable economic development in 
mainland Southeast Asia and fostering inte-
grated subregional cooperation and capacity 
building; 

(16) urges ASEAN to build capacity for the 
promotion and protection of human rights 
by ASEAN member states, and the imple-
mentation of related priorities, programs, 
and activities; 

(17) urges ASEAN governments to engage 
directly with leaders of civil society and 
human rights, including advocates of reli-
gious freedom and victims of human rights 
abuses, and environmental groups and to 
prioritize the construction of forums that 

give these stakeholders a voice to instruct 
public policy, before, during, and after the 
February 2016 summit; 

(18) encourages the President to commu-
nicate to ASEAN leaders the importance of 
protecting human rights, ending 
extrajudicial killings, including releasing po-
litical prisoners and ending politically moti-
vated prosecutions, strengthening civil soci-
ety, safeguarding freedom of the press, free-
dom of assembly, and the free flow of infor-
mation and ideas, and promoting the rule of 
law and open and transparent government; 

(19) supports the Young Southeast Asian 
Leaders Initiative program as an example of 
people-to-people partnership building that 
provides skills, networks, and leadership ca-
pabilities to a new generation of people who 
will create and fill jobs, foster cross-border 
cooperation and partnerships, and rise to 
solve the regional and global challenges of 
the future; and 

(20) urges ASEAN governments to fully up-
hold and implement all United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions and international 
agreements with respect to North Korea’s 
nuclear and ballistic missile programs. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 158—RECOG-
NIZING THE CULTURAL AND HIS-
TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
CINCO DE MAYO HOLIDAY 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

CORNYN, Mr. BENNET, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
FRANKEN, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. 
UDALL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr. 
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 158 
Whereas May 5, or ‘‘Cinco de Mayo’’ in 

Spanish, is celebrated each year as a date of 
importance by Mexican and Mexican-Amer-
ican communities; 

Whereas the Cinco de Mayo holiday com-
memorates May 5, 1862, the date on which 
Mexicans defeated the French at the Battle 
of Puebla, one of the many battles that the 
Mexican people won in their long and brave 
fight for independence, freedom, and democ-
racy; 

Whereas the victory of Mexico over France 
at Puebla represented a historic triumph for 
the Mexican government during the Franco- 
Mexican war fought between 1861 and 1867 
and bolstered the resistance movement; 

Whereas the success of Mexico at the Bat-
tle of Puebla reinvigorated the spirits of the 
Mexican people and provided a renewed sense 
of unity and strength; 

Whereas the French army, which had not 
experienced defeat against any of the finest 
troops of Europe in more than half a cen-
tury, sustained a disastrous loss at the hands 
of an outnumbered and ill-equipped, but 
highly spirited and courageous, Mexican 
army; 

Whereas the courageous spirit that Mexi-
can General Ignacio Zaragoza and his men 
displayed during that historic battle can 
never be forgotten; 

Whereas, in a larger sense, Cinco de Mayo 
symbolizes the right of a free people to self- 
determination, just as Benito Juarez, the 
president of Mexico during the Battle of 
Puebla, once said, ‘‘El respeto al derecho 
ajeno es la paz’’, meaning ‘‘respect for the 
rights of others is peace’’; 

Whereas the sacrifice of Mexican fighters 
was instrumental in keeping Mexico from 
falling under European domination while, in 
the United States, the Union Army battled 
Confederate forces in the Civil War; 

Whereas Cinco de Mayo serves as a re-
minder that the foundation of the United 
States was built by people from many coun-
tries and diverse cultures who were willing 
to fight and die for freedom; 

Whereas Cinco de Mayo also serves as a re-
minder of the close ties between the people 
of Mexico and the people of the United 
States; 

Whereas Cinco de Mayo encourages the 
celebration of a legacy of strong leaders and 
a sense of vibrancy in communities; and 

Whereas Cinco de Mayo serves as a re-
minder to provide more opportunity for fu-
ture generations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the historic struggle of the 

people of Mexico for independence and free-
dom, which Cinco de Mayo commemorates; 
and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Cinco de Mayo with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I 
have 8 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, May 4, 2017, 
at 9:30 a.m. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, May 4, 2017, at 10 a.m. to 
hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Reauthoriza-
tion of the National Flood Insurance 
Program, Part II.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
in order to hold a hearing on Thursday, 
May 4, 2017, at 10 a.m. in Room 366 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building in 
Washington, DC. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, May 4, 
2017, at 10 a.m., to hold a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘International Development: 
Value Added Through Private Sector 
Engagement.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, May 4, 2017, 
at 2 p.m., in S–216 of the Capitol, to 
conduct an executive business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the 115th Congress of the 
U.S. Senate on Thursday, May 4, 2017 
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