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Human Rights Report under the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 and the Trade Act of 
1974.’’. 
SEC. 6. COMPARATIVE REPORT ON PEACE-

KEEPING OPERATIONS. 
Section 313 of the Department of State Au-

thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–323) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘and the Committees on 
Appropriations of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives’’ after ‘‘appropriate con-
gressional committees’’; 

(2) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(1) a comparison of the costs of current 
United Nations peacekeeping operations, in-
cluding the costs incurred by the United 
States for such operations, and the esti-
mated cost of such operations if imple-
mented unilaterally by the United States;’’; 

(3) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1), as 
amended by paragraph (2) of this section, the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) an assessment of the operational, 
structural, and doctrinal differences between 
the military and civilian infrastructures of 
the United States and United Nations and 
other assumptions that impact cost esti-
mates; and’’. 
SEC. 7. LATERAL ENTRY INTO THE FOREIGN 

SERVICE. 
Section 404(a) of the Department of State 

Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323) is amended by striking ‘‘out-
standing’’. 
SEC. 8. COMBATING INTOLERANCE. 

The section heading of section 419 of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017 (Public Law 114–323) is amended by 
striking ‘‘ANTI-SEMITISM’’ and inserting 
‘‘INTOLERANCE’’. 
SEC. 9. TECHNICAL CORRECTION REGARDING 

COMPLETION OF WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE DRUG POLICY COMMISSION 
REPORT. 

Section 603(f)(1) of the Department of State 
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323) is amended by striking ‘‘section 
362’’ and inserting ‘‘section 602(c)’’. 
SEC. 10. BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS. 

Section 703(b)(2) of the Department of 
State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Pub-
lic Law 114–323) is amended by striking ‘‘any 
significant restructuring,’’. 
SEC. 11. RANSOMS TO FOREIGN TERRORIST OR-

GANIZATIONS. 
Section 709(a) of the Department of State 

Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323) is amended by inserting ‘‘, to 
the extent practicable,’’ before ‘‘transmit’’. 
SEC. 12. RESTORATION OF TIBET REPORT. 

Section 613 of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 
107–228, 22 U.S.C. 6901 note), as amended by 
section 715(b)(1) of the Department of State 
Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–323), is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘IN GEN-
ERAL’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘POL-
ICY.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—’’; 
(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as para-

graph (2) and moving such paragraph, as so 
redesignated, two ems to the right; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(b) PERIODIC REPORTS.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of the 
Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal 
Year 2017, Improvements Act, and annually 
thereafter until December 31, 2021, the Presi-
dent shall transmit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on— 

‘‘(1) the steps taken by the President and 
the Secretary in accordance with subsection 
(a)(1); and 

‘‘(2) the status of any discussions between 
the People’s Republic of China and the Dalai 
Lama or his representatives.’’. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE STUDENTS, 
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND 
LEADERS OF CHARTER SCHOOLS 
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES 
FOR MAKING ONGOING CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
148, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 148) congratulating 
the students, parents, teachers, and leaders 
of charter schools across the United States 
for making ongoing contributions to edu-
cation, and supporting the ideals and goals 
of the 18th annual National Charter Schools 
Week, to be held May 1 through May 5, 2017. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 148) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MAY 2, 
2017 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Tuesday, May 2; 
further, that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and morning business be 
closed; further, that following leader 
remarks, the Senate proceed to execu-
tive session to resume consideration of 
the Clayton nomination, with the time 
until 12:30 p.m. equally divided in the 
usual form; further, that the Senate re-
cess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. to 
allow for the weekly conference meet-
ings; finally, that all time during re-
cess, adjournment, morning business, 
and leader remarks count postcloture 
on the Clayton nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 

that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order, following the remarks of 
the Senator from Florida, Mr. NELSON. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Florida is recog-
nized. 

f 

GULF OF MEXICO OIL DRILLING 
MORATORIUM 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, there 
has been a longstanding question of 
whether there would be drilling for oil 
in the eastern Gulf of Mexico off of the 
State of Florida. 

This had been settled in law 10 years 
ago. Then, my colleague Senator Mel 
Martinez and I passed a portion of leg-
islation called GOMESA. That portion 
of the legislation put the drilling off of 
Florida in the eastern Gulf—everything 
east of a north-south line called the 
Military Mission Line, which is a line 
running south of approximately Fort 
Walton Beach—everything east of that 
is off limits in law to any kind of oil 
drilling activity, along with the re-
mainder of the coast of Florida; 125 
miles from the coast going all the way 
over to Pensacola and to the Perdido 
River, which is the Alabama-Florida 
line. 

The reasons for this are many, but 
not the least of which is called the 
Military Mission Line. That area of the 
Gulf off of Florida is the largest testing 
and training area for the United States 
military in the world. Compared to 
other testing ranges, such as the Ne-
vada Test Site—it dwarfs that site. As 
we can see, from north to south, we 
have ranges as far as 300 miles from 
east to west. For example, off of 
Naples, FL, all the way west to the 
Military Mission Line is approximately 
250 miles. That has been needed by our 
U.S. military because of the testing 
and training. 

It has been doubted over the years as 
the relentless pursuit of oil drilling by 
the oil industry has tried to erode into 
that, and that is why, in a bipartisan 
way, Senator Martinez and I put in law 
for the period of years through 2022, 
from when we passed this back in 2006, 
it off limits. 

The question is, What is coming 
afterward? Well, of course if it is up to 
the Department of Defense, there will 
be no oil drilling activity. That is what 
I wanted to bring to the attention of 
the Senate today. 

Two previous Secretaries of Defense 
in Republican administrations, includ-
ing Secretary Rumsfeld, have written 
letters to state the policy that any oil- 
related activity in that testing and 
training range would be incompatible 
with the mission of the testing and 
training of the U.S. military. 

The reason I am bringing this to the 
attention of the Senate today is that a 
letter signed by the Acting Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Personnel and 
Readiness has just come into my pos-
session. A gentleman named Mr. A.M. 
Kurta writes: 
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I have been asked to respond to your let-

ter— 

This is to Congressman MATT 
GAETZ— 
on behalf of the Secretary of Defense. 

This is regarding the maintaining of 
the moratorium on oil and gas activi-
ties in the Gulf of Mexico beyond the 
year 2022. The letter states: 

The Department of Defense (DoD) cannot 
overstate the vital importance of maintain-
ing this moratorium. 

Why is that? The letter goes on to ex-
plain not only the necessity of which 
so many of our bases in the area—Tyn-
dall Air Force Base in Panama City, all 
the testing and training of the F–22, 
the training of our pilots there; Eglin 
Air Force Base, the testing and the 
training of the pilots for the F–35. Re-
member, the F–35 is being sold to many 
foreign nations, the testing and train-
ing of those pilots, as well, but now, 
with new technologies—I quote from 
the letter: 

Emerging technologies such as 
hypersonics, autonomous systems, and ad-
vanced sub-surface systems will require en-
larged testing and training footprints, and 
increased DoD reliance on the Gulf of Mexico 
Energy Security Act’s moratorium beyond 
2022. The moratorium is essential for devel-
oping and sustaining our nation’s future 
combat capabilities. 

So I think it is pretty clear. 
There is one other issue. This all fol-

lows the fact that this Senator filed a 
bill last January to extend this mora-
torium. I will point out that just re-
cently a bipartisan delegation from 
Florida—a majority of the Members of 
the Florida delegation, bipartisan— 
signed a letter to the Department of 
the Interior and the Department of De-
fense requesting the extension of this 
moratorium in law past the year 2022. 
The response from the Department of 
Defense has come today. 

There is one further issue, and that 
is, if it is off limits to oil drilling in 
law, is there any question that it ought 
to be off limits to seismic testing? To 
the author of the original legislation 10 
years ago, that should be clear, but— 
therefore we ought to clarify it. The re-
quest of the Department of Defense is: 

[A] question arose concerning whether 
Congress intended the moratorium to pro-
hibit even geological and geophysical survey 
activities in the eastern Gulf. We would wel-
come clarification from Congress concerning 
this matter. 

So it will be this Senator’s intent, 
joining in a bipartisan way with col-
leagues from Florida, to get that clari-
fication in extending the moratorium. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the letter be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

WASHINGTON, DC, APRIL 26, 2017. 
Hon. MATT GAETZ, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE GAETZ: Thank you 
for your letter dated March 24, 2017, regard-
ing maintaining the moratorium on oil and 

gas activities in the Gulf of Mexico beyond 
2022. Since military readiness falls under my 
purview, I have been asked to respond to 
your letter on behalf of the Secretary of De-
fense. The Department of Defense (DoD) can-
not overstate the vital importance of main-
taining this moratorium. 

National security and energy security are 
inextricably linked and the DoD fully sup-
ports the development of our nation’s domes-
tic energy resources in a manner that is 
compatible with military testing, training, 
and operations. As mentioned in your letter, 
the complex of eastern Gulf of Mexico oper-
ating areas and warning areas provides crit-
ical opportunities for advanced weapons test-
ing and joint training exercises. The morato-
rium on oil and gas ‘‘leasing, pre-leasing, and 
other related activities’’ ensures that these 
vital military readiness activities may be 
conducted without interference and is crit-
ical to their continuation. Emerging tech-
nologies such as hypersonics, autonomous 
systems, and advanced sub-surface systems 
will require enlarged testing and training 
footprints, and increased DoD reliance on 
the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act’s 
moratorium beyond 2022. The moratorium is 
essential for developing and sustaining our 
nation’s future combat capabilities. 

Since signing the 1983 ‘‘Memorandum of 
Agreement Between the Department of De-
fense and the Department of the Interior on 
Mutual Concerns on the Outer Continental 
Shelf,’’ the two departments have worked co-
operatively to ensure offshore resource de-
velopment is compatible with military readi-
ness activities. During recent discussions be-
tween the DoD and the Department of the In-
terior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment, a question arose concerning whether 
Congress intended the moratorium to pro-
hibit even geological and geophysical survey 
activities in the eastern Gulf. We would wel-
come clarification from Congress concerning 
this matter. 

On behalf of the Secretary, I appreciate 
your interest in sustaining our testing and 
training activities in the eastern Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Sincerely, 
A.M. KURTA, 

Performing the Duties 
of the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for 
Personnel and Read-
iness. 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, in con-
clusion, we can’t have oil drilling, not 
only for our national security and the 
testing and training of our most so-
phisticated weapons systems in the 
Gulf off of Florida, but also we couldn’t 
stand it if we had another oil spill that 
would do to us what the last one did. It 
was a spill way far west off of Lou-
isiana, but it drifted to the east and 
blackened the sugary white sands of 
Pensacola Beach and Destin Beach, and 
there were tar balls as far east as Pan-
ama City Beach. Because of that, we 
lost an entire season of our guests, our 
tourists. They did not come to the Gulf 
Coast of Florida, not just in the Flor-
ida panhandle but all the way south 
down the Gulf to Naples and to Marco 
Island—a $60 billion per year tourism 
industry for Florida’s economy. We 
can’t suffer that kind of shock again. 

So whether it be the degradation of 
the environment, the messing up of the 
training and testing of our U.S. mili-
tary and their largest testing and 
training range, or the devastating eco-

nomic loss to Florida of its tourism in-
dustry—for all those reasons, we need 
to pass this legislation. It will be com-
ing forth in a bipartisan fashion. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:49 p.m., 
adjourned until Tuesday, May 2, 2017, 
at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate May 01, 2017: 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) RICHARD A. BROWN 
REAR ADM. (LH) JAMES S. BYNUM 
REAR ADM. (LH) DARYL L. CAUDLE 
REAR ADM. (LH) RICHARD A. CORRELL 
REAR ADM. (LH) RANDY B. CRITES 
REAR ADM. (LH) DANIEL H. FILLION 
REAR ADM. (LH) COLLIN P. GREEN 
REAR ADM. (LH) MARY M. JACKSON 
REAR ADM. (LH) JAMES W. KILBY 
REAR ADM. (LH) JAMES J. MALLOY 
REAR ADM. (LH) JOHN W. TAMMEN, JR. 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be rear admiral (lower half) 

CAPT. KEVIN M. JONES 
CAPT. THOMAS J. MOREAU 

IN THE MARINE CORPS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE TO THE 
GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. DAVID G. BELLON 
BRIG. GEN. PATRICK J. HERMESMANN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be major general 

BRIG. GEN. EDWARD D. BANTA 
BRIG. GEN. ROBERT F. CASTELLVI 
BRIG. GEN. MATTHEW G. GLAVY 
BRIG. GEN. MICHAEL S. GROEN 
BRIG. GEN. KEVIN M. IIAMS 
BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM F. MULLEN III 
BRIG. GEN. GREGG P. OLSON 
BRIG. GEN. ERIC M. SMITH 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE TO THE 
GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. MICHAEL S. MARTIN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be brigadier general 

COL. JAMES H. ADAMS III 
COL. ERIC E. AUSTIN 
COL. JAY M. BARGERON 
COL. MICHAEL J. BORGSCHULTE 
COL. WILLIAM J. BOWERS 
COL. DIMITRI HENRY 
COL. KEITH D. REVENTLOW 
COL. ROBERTA L. SHEA 
COL. BENJAMIN T. WATSON 
COL. CHRISTIAN F. WORTMAN 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

MAJ. GEN. BRYAN P. FENTON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 
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