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on our side. I believe we can plot a path
forward to correct past abuses and
forge a new precedent for future monu-
ment designations.

The President’s Executive action sig-
nifies a critical milestone in the effort
to include local voices in the manage-
ment of our public lands. As the Trump
administration reviews various na-
tional monuments, we must replace the
top-down approach of past administra-
tions with a grassroots strategy that
engages local leaders, State officials,
and Members of Congress in the deci-
sion-making process. Bringing all
stakeholders to the table is essential to
establish a new precedent that will
undo the decades of abuse we have en-
dured under, I think, false interpreta-
tions of the Antiquities Act.

I am eager to continue working with
the President and the Secretary of the
Interior to preserve our Nation’s cul-
tural treasures in a way that honors
the original meaning of the Antiquities
Act. T am likewise eager to involve
locals in that process. With all parties
working together, I firmly believe we
can restore a relationship of trust be-
tween the States and the Federal Gov-
ernment in the management of public
lands.

I am grateful for a President who is
willing to work with us to reset the
status quo. Better than any of his pred-
ecessors, President Trump understands
the lasting damage wrought by past
Presidents under the Antiquities Act.
Indeed, in all my years of public serv-
ice, I have never seen a President so
committed to reining in the Federal
Government and so eager to address
the problems caused by these over-
reaching monument designations.

I wish to thank President Trump and
Secretary Zinke for taking concrete
steps to rein in abuse through yester-
day’s Executive order.

I also wish to thank the President’s
Chief of Staff, Reince Priebus, who
helped make yesterday’s victory pos-
sible. Reince has done exceptionally
well in one of the toughest jobs in all
of Washington. The President is lucky
to have Reince in the White House. 1
am lucky to call him a friend.

I also wish to thank my former chief
of staff, Ron Porter, who is now a spe-
cial assistant to the President and the
Staff Secretary at the White House.
Rob is an invaluable asset to the Presi-
dent’s team and ours as well. Without
him, yesterday’s Executive order would
never have come to fruition, at least in
my opinion. Rob was among the finest
men ever to serve as my chief of staff.
I have enjoyed watching him succeed
at the White House.

Yesterday we took a meaningful first
step to fix past abuses under the Antiq-
uities Act. Yet there is still much work
to be done, and I look forward to work-
ing with the White House every step of
the way.

With that, I am grateful for all those
who have participated in helping us to
right the wrongs that have been going
on for far too long, as some of the
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Presidents have played pure politics
with public lands at the expense of the
States involved, especially my State.
It is easy to pick on a State that is 67
percent owned by the Federal Govern-
ment and up to well over 70 percent
owned by the Federal and State gov-
ernments. It is easy to pick on these
States—a small State indeed. But our
State is resilient. We have some of the
better people in Congress, and we also
have the ability to be able to raise all
kinds of hell here.

All T can say is that I just want my
State treated fairly. I want to make
sure the bureaucrats here in Wash-
ington don’t walk all over the West be-
cause they think they can because of
the wide expanses of territory and the
many, many other aspects of the West-
ern States that make them vulnerable
to this type of inappropriate activity.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VA ACCOUNTABILITY

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
one goal we share in this body, which is
a very bipartisan goal, is keeping faith
with our veterans, making sure no vet-
eran is left behind.

I had the great honor to work as
ranking member with Senator ISAKSON,
the chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, on a bill called the Vet-
erans First Act that unfortunately
failed to cross the finish line during
the last session. One of the major goals
of that bill was to ensure account-
ability at the Department of Veterans
Affairs so employees of the VA who fail
to do their job are held accountable.
That goal of accountability is one of a
number that must be pursued and will
be sought during this session, including
ending the backlog of appeals and pro-
viding Dbetter healthcare, ensuring
skills training and job opportunities
for our veterans.

Today the President signed an Execu-
tive order at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to designate an individual
responsible for accountability and
whistleblower protection, a worthwhile
first step. It is a commendable step to-
ward accountability. But that indi-
vidual and the Office of Accountability
and Whistleblower Protection must
have real responsibility and power and
must be insulated from any kind of po-
litical interference through establish-
ment through statute. That office
should be established by statutory au-
thority. That is why I will be advo-
cating and likely introducing legisla-
tion that involves supporting and
training employees and listening to
veterans about what they want from
the VA through that Office of Account-
ability and Whistleblower Protection,
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to provide real accountability to the
Congress by requiring reporting to
Congress about what it finds and real
whistleblower protection, so that any-
body who complains about the VA’s
misdirected or misguided action is as-
sured protection against any kind of
revenge or retaliation, which is the es-
sence of whistleblower protection, and
a Senate-confirmed director so that the
accountability function is, again, ac-
countable to us. That kind of statutory
embodiment is necessary to make sure
that the Office of Accountability and
Whistleblower Protection has power
and reporting requirements so that it
is accountable to us as elected rep-
resentatives and advocates for our vet-
erans.

My hope is that the Senate and
House will adopt that provision, one
that was contained in the Veterans
First bill that Senator ISAKSON and I
championed during the last Senate and
which I hope we will pursue again in a
very bipartisan way.

I also hope that the Senate will take
up and pass S. 12, the Increasing the
Department of Veterans Affairs Ac-
countability to Veterans Act of 2017.
My colleague, Senator MORAN, a co-
sponsor with me, spoke about it earlier
today. It would provide reduction of
benefits for senior executives and cer-
tain healthcare employees of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs if they
have been convicted of a felony in con-
nection with their work. VA employees
who commit serious crimes in connec-
tion with their employment should not
be receiving pensions. That is one of
the key provisions to activate a deter-
rent to misconduct and also to assure
that misconduct is adequately pun-
ished.

Accountability for leaders who man-
age the Department of Veterans Affairs
Employee Affairs would be another
goal of this legislation, S. 12, so that
the men and women who hire and fire
are themselves evaluated when they do
those jobs.

These kinds of details are impor-
tant—as important as any new office
with an individual whose unspecified
powers may include them or not. Right
now they do not, under the Executive
order, specifically include such enu-
merated powers. That is our job, to
make sure that this office of account-
ability is real in its responsibility, is
clearly assigned in its functions, is
held accountable for its performance
and has real teeth, not just rhetoric.

I am hopeful that we will move ahead
with this very, very important office to
make sure that our veterans receive
what they deserve—real account-
ability, a genuine assurance that the
people who serve them will do their
jobs, not just adequately but excel-
lently. That is the goal that I believe
we will share.

I welcome this Executive order. I be-
lieve we can and must do more to make
sure that the VA keeps faith with our
veterans and leaves no veterans behind.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. KEN-
NEDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

All time has expired.

The question is, will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Acosta nomina-
tion?

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 60,
nays 38, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 116 Ex.]

YEAS—60
Alexander Gardner Murkowski
Barrasso Graham Nelson
Blunt Grassley Paul
Boozman Hatch Perdue
Burr Heitkamp Portman
Capito Heller Risch
Cassidy Hoeven Roberts
Cochran Inhofe Rounds
Collins Isakson Rubio
Corker Johnson Sasse
Cornyn Kennedy Scott
Cortez Masto King Shelby
Cotton Lankford Strange
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Manchin Tester
Daines McCain Thune
Enzi McCaskill Tillis
Ernst McConnell Warner
Fischer Menendez Wicker
Flake Moran Young
NAYS—38
Baldwin Feinstein Murray
Bennet Franken Reed
Blumenthal Gillibrand Sanders
Booker Harris Schatz
Brown Hassan Schumer
Cantwell Heinrich Shaheen
gaig;f glr_cx)lr;o Stabenow
a al Udall

Casey Klobuchar Van Hollen
Coons Leahy

Warren
Donnelly Markey .
Duckworth Merkley Whitehouse
Durbin Murphy Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Peters Toomey

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—JOINT
RESOLUTION

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, col-
leagues, it is my understanding that
the four corners who are working on
the omnibus appropriations are very,
very close to agreement. We still need
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a few days to process the larger bill.
The House has posted a 1-week CR to
keep the government open. We are pre-
pared to clear the 1-week CR on this
side of the aisle.

Therefore, I ask unanimous consent
that the text of a joint resolution,
which is at the desk—that is, a 1-week
continuing resolution—be printed in
the RECORD; further, that if the Senate
receives a joint resolution from the
House, the text of which is identical to
the text of the joint resolution printed
in the RECORD, the joint resolution be
considered to have been read three
times and passed, and that the motion
to reconsider be considered to have
been made and laid upon the table; pro-
vided further, that if the language is
not identical, then this order be viti-

ated.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, re-

serving the right to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, col-
leagues, I am objecting because we still
have to resolve the issue of poison pill
riders before Democrats can agree to
the short-term CR.

Let’s make no mistake about it, we
are indeed making great progress. I
thank the majority leader. He has been
cooperative and extremely helpful
throughout the process. I thank Chair-
man COCHRAN and Senator LEAHY the
same. But our position has been clear,
and it is nothing new: no poison pill
riders. The sooner we can resolve this
issue, the quicker we can have an
agreement on appropriations for 2017.

So I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The majority leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
would only add—not to prolong the dis-
cussion, but I don’t think the failure to
pass the 1-week CR necessarily impacts
in a positive way the concerns the
Democratic leader has. But that is his
call to make. This 1-week CR is cleared
on our side.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, there
is a simple way to resolve it, and that
is, the Republican leader of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House just
agree to no poison pill riders.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
wish to make sure my colleagues on
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the other side of the aisle know that if
we don’t pass the 1-week extension, the
miners’ healthcare expires, but it is in
the 1-week extension. If we don’t pass
the 1-week extension, the miners’
healthcare revision expires.

Mr. SCHUMER. We are aware.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the vote, and I
move to table the motion to recon-
sider.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

25TH ANNIVERSARY VERMONT
SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
CENTER

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the
Vermont Small Business Development
Center, VtSBDC, is joining SBDC’s
across the country in celebrating its
26th anniversary as a crucial resource
for entrepreneurs. These centers pro-
vide services to facilitate the creation,
sustainability, and growth of viable
businesses. In Vermont, it is no secret
that we take particular pride in our
local businesses. Our entrepreneurs and
their businesses are at the heart of our
vibrant communities, and they are the
roots of a thriving economy.

Over the past 25 years, VtSBDC has
helped countless businesses capitalize
on their potential. From glassblowers
to forestry and sugarmakers to res-
taurants, VtSBDC has delivered thou-
sands of hours of professional business
counseling and training that is focused
on strategic planning, business devel-
opment, financial planning, and cash
flow management. After the devasta-
tion of Tropical Storm Irene, VtSBDC
reached out with State and Federal
partners to offer small business owners
the assistance and support necessary to
undergo full recovery efforts. I am reg-
ularly reminded of VtSBDC’s worth to
entrepreneurs through client
testimonials, regularly highlighting
that, without the assistance of
VtSBDC staff, their business would not
have been able to reach the next levels.
In addition to working with individuals
to achieve their dreams, VtSBDC has
also supported business incubators, or
coworking spaces, where fledgling busi-
nesses and industries find their footing
alongside other new businessowners.

Founded as a pilot program run by
the Small Business Administration in
1977, national small business develop-
ment centers have a long history prov-
ing public-private partnerships and,
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