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year that State residents will no longer 
be allowed to deduct from Federal re-
turns.’’ 

I saw in Newsday this morning that a 
number of our Long Island Republican 
colleagues said they couldn’t be for 
this. We hope they will stand up to 
anything that gets rid of State and 
local deductibility because, let me re-
peat, that is $4,500 a year that New 
Yorkers would no longer be able to de-
duct on average—massive tax cuts for 
the very wealthy, crumbs at best for 
everyone else. 

Third, the Republican plan is steeped 
in hypocrisy. Even without filling in 
the details, Trump’s plan is already im-
possible to pay for. The Committee for 
a Responsible Federal Budget esti-
mates that Trump’s tax cuts will cost 
about $5.5 trillion over 10 years, as 
much as $7 trillion. That is a huge 
amount of money in our economy. 

CRFB projects that ‘‘no plausible 
amount of economic growth would be 
able to pay for the tax plan.’’ The Re-
publican plan would explode the def-
icit. 

For the last 8 years, all we heard 
from our Republican colleagues was 
that Obama was raising the deficit and 
we needed to cut programs that benefit 
the poor and the middle class; cut the 
entitlements, Social Security, Medi-
care because of the deficit. All of a sud-
den, now with a Republican President 
and a proposed tax cut for the wealthy, 
we are hearing from the other side of 
the aisle that deficits don’t matter. 

Our Republican colleagues certainly 
believe the admonition that ‘‘consist-
ency is the hobgoblin of little minds.’’ 

Fourth, the Trump tax plan would 
explode the deficit and, thus, endanger 
Social Security and Medicare, which 
may well be the nefarious, ultimate 
goal of the hard right. 

Sadly, I know it can happen. I have 
seen it before with the Bush tax cuts. 
President Bush pushed a big tax break 
for the wealthy. It blew a hole in the 
deficit and racked up debt, and then he 
and his Republican colleagues tried to 
pursue deep cuts to the social safety 
net to balance the ledger. 

If Trump’s tax plan were to pass, you 
can be sure, America, that a few years 
down the line—maybe even not that 
long—the deficit will be so large that 
our Republican colleagues will throw 
up their hands and say: We have no 
choice but to come after Social Secu-
rity and Medicare and other important 
programs for the middle class as a way 
to address the deficit they created by 
showering tax breaks on the very rich. 

They will resume the cry they had in 
the Obama years: Cut the deficit— 
which seems to apply to the programs 
that help the middle class but never to 
the ones that benefit the wealthy. 

Just from the bare-bones skeleton 
the administration outlined yesterday, 
we can already surmise that this plan 
is not much more than a thinly veiled 
ruse to give away trillions to the 
wealthiest among us, starve the gov-
ernment of resources, balloon the def-

icit, and then cut Social Security, Med-
icaid, and Medicare to make up the dif-
ference. 

This plan will roundly be rejected by 
taxpayers of all stripes. The American 
people are once again learning that 
what President Trump promised to 
working America in his campaign and 
what he is doing are totally at odds. 

TRUMPCARE 
Mr. President, on TrumpCare, very 

briefly—on the new version of 
TrumpCare that may soon be headed 
for a vote in the House, let’s not forget 
the reason that Americans were 
against the first version of TrumpCare. 
They are still in the second version. 
This version is worse, and there has 
been a lot of focus on a few of the 
changes. 

The fundamental nastiness of the 
TrumpCare proposal—raising the rates 
on people 50 to 65, 24 million people un-
covered, difficulty in covering pre-
existing conditions—is still in this bill. 
In fact, it is even worse. The new 
TrumpCare will allow States to decide 
whether insurers have to cover Ameri-
cans with preexisting conditions. It is 
hard to come up with a crueler bill 
than one that would have resulted in 24 
million fewer Americans with 
healthcare coverage, but this new 
TrumpCare manages to do it. It would 
hurt even more Americans and bring us 
back to the days when an insurance 
company could deny you coverage ex-
actly when you needed it most. 

I say to the more moderate Repub-
licans in the House: If you didn’t like 
the first version, you surely shouldn’t 
like this version. Frankly, you will pay 
a huge consequence in the 2018 elec-
tions if you vote for it. We hope you 
don’t vote for it because we know how 
many people it would hurt. Even if it 
passed the House, the chances for sur-
vival in the Senate are small. We don’t 
even know if the new version would 
survive under the rules of reconcili-
ation, the amendment to allow States 
to drop preexisting conditions. The ful-
crum of the new changes very possibly 
violates the Byrd rule and would be 
kicked down here and need 60 votes, 
which they won’t get for such a nasty 
provision. 

A warning to all those voting for it 
in the House: It may well be a chimera, 
all to save face for the President in his 
first hundred days. 

THE PRESIDENT’S FIRST ONE HUNDRED DAYS 
Finally, Mr. President, we are only a 

few days from President Trump’s 100th 
day in office, and by all accounts, this 
has been a vastly different Presidency 
than was promised during his cam-
paign. So far this week, we Democrats 
have highlighted how this President 
has broken or not fulfilled promise 
after promise to the working men and 
women of America. 

Today, I would like to focus on a par-
ticularly stunning reversal this Presi-
dent made in the first 100 days on one 
of the central pillars of his campaign: 
his promise to drain the swamp. Presi-
dent Trump repeated this phrase at 

every campaign rally. In many ways, it 
summed up his ‘‘outsider’’ campaign. 
Make no mistake about it—the Presi-
dent ran as a populist outsider, not as 
a traditional, hard-right, conservative 
Republican. He challenged the estab-
lishments of both parties and pitched 
himself as a change agent, someone 
who could shake up the status quo. 
‘‘Drain the swamp’’ was his tag line. 

We Democrats disagree with this 
President on many things, but we 
agree with him that the very wealthy, 
powerful special interests have far too 
much power in Washington. Large cor-
porations that have the resources to 
make unlimited, undisclosed campaign 
contributions, that have resources to 
hire lobbyists on issue after issue, hold 
far too much power in this Nation’s 
Capital, and that structure has created 
a system where the wealthy and power-
ful are advantaged in DC, while aver-
age, hard-working Americans have a 
much smaller voice. 

Draining the swamp would be a good 
thing, but unfortunately, despite the 
many times he pledged radically to 
change the power structure in Wash-
ington in the first 100 days, the Presi-
dent has abandoned the mission. He 
filled his government with billionaires 
and bankers laden with conflicts of in-
terests. He has broken with the prac-
tice of the Obama administration by 
ending the publishing of visitor logs to 
the White House, so the press and the 
American people don’t know who has 
the ear of the President and his top 
people. He has even granted waivers to 
lobbyists to come work at the White 
House on the very same issues they 
were just lobbying on, and he has kept 
those waivers secret. 

A President who truly wanted to 
drain the swamp wouldn’t have taken a 
single one of those actions. What are 
the American people going to think? 
He campaigned on this and totally re-
versed himself within the first 100 days. 
What are they going to think of him? 
It is no wonder his popularity ratings 
are low and sinking. 

President Trump ran as a populist, 
but at the 100-day mark, he hasn’t even 
tried to change the power structure in 
Washington and has in many ways 
rigged the government even more to 
benefit corporate special interests. 
This is one of the biggest broken prom-
ises he made to the working men and 
women of America. That is how we 
Democrats sum up the first 100 days— 
broken and unfulfilled promises to the 
working people of America. And when 
it comes to draining the swamp, he has 
not done it. 

One final point. The events yesterday 
have further proven our point. The 
President promised one thing in his 
campaign and is now doing another. On 
his new healthcare proposal, he has 
shown his hand: Promise something for 
the working people but deliver legisla-
tion that only helps the very wealthy. 
On his new tax plan, which still bene-
fits the rich: Promise the working peo-
ple; deliver for the wealthy. The Presi-
dent has made our point better than we 
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could this week. After these two bills, 
his promises to working people are in 
tatters. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I thank 

the leader for his remarks, especially 
with respect to the new addition of the 
healthcare bill. It is a disaster for 
Americans. It is immoral. It doesn’t 
work. It doesn’t address any of the 
problems that remain in the under-
lying healthcare system. Hopefully the 
Senate can rise above it and work to-
gether to do something better for the 
American people. 

GUN VIOLENCE 
Mr. President, I rise today because 

tomorrow President Trump is going to 
become the first President in about 30 
years to address the National Rifle As-
sociation. He will address the NRA to-
morrow, and I thought it would be ap-
propriate to come down to the floor to 
talk a little bit about the epidemic of 
gun violence in the context of this 
speech. 

A lot of us were thrown off by the 
tone of the President’s inaugural ad-
dress. It was very different from a lot 
of inaugurals we have heard—not up-
lifting, really. There was much more of 
a dark, dystopian picture of America, 
one that was frankly unfamiliar to a 
lot of us. Maybe the most memorable 
line from the President’s inaugural ad-
dress was that after describing this 
dystopia that he believed most persons 
lived in, he said: ‘‘This American car-
nage stops right here and it stops right 
now.’’ 

I wanted to come down to the floor 
today to talk about that idea of Amer-
ican carnage, what it really is. I mean, 
this is American carnage. It is 31,000 
Americans, mostly young men and 
women, who die every year from gun-
shot wounds—2,600 a month, 86 a day. 
That is an enormous number. There is 
no other country in the first world, in 
the industrialized world, that has num-
bers like this. They happen for a vari-
ety of reasons. Two-thirds of those are 
suicides. That is an epidemic in and of 
itself. A lot of them are homicides. A 
number are accidental shootings. But 
America has this problem uniquely. 
There is no other industrialized com-
petitor where this happens. That is the 
face of American carnage. 

President Trump is going to address 
the National Rifle Association tomor-
row—an organization that is, frankly, 
dedicated to continuing this real car-
nage that is happening in America. 
You can’t explain these numbers 
through mental illness. There is just as 
much mental illness in all of our eco-
nomic competitors around the world. 
You can’t explain this through expo-
sure to violent content on TV or mov-
ies or video games. There are plenty 
other countries that have rates that 
are much lower than this and the kids 
see that same content. You can’t ex-
plain this away by law enforcement. 
We spend an awful lot of money put-

ting cops on the streets. What we have 
in this country that is different from 
any other nation is loose and lax gun 
laws that allow for criminals and peo-
ple with serious mental illness to get 
their hands on weapons that are more 
powerful than those that are available 
in other nations. That was the case in 
Sandy Hook, too—enormous destruc-
tion in a short amount of time. 

I want to talk a little bit today about 
two things—first, about the real scope 
of this carnage, and second, about the 
real story of gun owners. 

The President is going to go talk to 
the NRA—a group that is increasingly 
wildly out of step with gun owners not 
just in my State but across the coun-
try. 

First, I want to talk about this idea 
of carnage in America—the central 
focus of the President’s inaugural ad-
dress. I commend to my colleagues an 
article that appeared earlier this 
week—maybe late last week—called 
‘‘What Bullets Do to Bodies.’’ 

We don’t like to talk about that a lot 
because today the popular image of a 
gun is almost divorced from its actual 
function. People collect them. People 
buy them in order to convey a certain 
image or lifestyle. People certainly 
have weapons to protect themselves, 
but very few Americans actually un-
derstand what these guns are designed 
to do. They are designed to kill people. 
They are designed to gravely hurt peo-
ple. In particular, the AR–15 and AR–15 
variants are dedicated to killing people 
as fast and as gruesomely as possible. 

This article, ‘‘What Bullets Do to 
Bodies,’’ follows a trauma surgeon in 
Philadelphia. I want to read a few para-
graphs from this article. It says: 

The main thing that people get wrong 
when they imagine being shot is that they 
think the bullet itself is the problem. The 
lump of metal lodged in the body. The ac-
tion-movie hero is shot in the stomach; he 
limps to a safe house; he takes off his shirt, 
removes the bullet with a tweezer, and now 
he is better. This is not trauma surgery. 
Trauma surgery is about fixing the damage 
the bullet causes as it rips through muscle 
and vessel and organ and bone. 

The bullet can stay in the body just fine. 
But the bleeding has to be contained, even if 
the patient is awake and screaming because 
a tube has just been pushed into his chest 
cavity through a deep incision without the 
aid of general anesthesia (no time; the pa-
tient gets an injection of lidocaine). And if 
the heart has stopped, it must be restarted 
before the brain dies from a lack of oxygen. 

It is not a gentle process. Some of the sur-
geon’s tools look like things you’d buy at 
Home Depot. In especially serious cases, 70 
times just at Temple last year, the surgeons 
will crack a chest right there in the trauma 
area. The technical name is a thoracotomy. 
A patient comes in unconscious, maybe in 
cardiac arrest, and Goldberg has to get into 
the cavity to see what is going on. With a 
scalpel, she makes an incision below the nip-
ple and cuts 6 to 10 inches down the torso, 
through the skin, through the layer of fatty 
tissue, through the muscles. Into the open-
ing she inserts a rib-spreader, a large metal 
instrument with a hand crank. It pulls open 
the ribs and locks them into place so the sur-
geons can reach the inner organs. Every so 
often, she may have to break the patient’s 

sternum—a bilateral thoracotomy. This is 
done with a tool called a Lebsche knife. It’s 
a metal rod with a sharp blade on the end 
that hooks under the breastbone. 

The surgeon in this case is Dr. Gold-
berg. 

Goldberg takes out a silver hammer. It 
looks like—a hammer. She hits the top of a 
Lebsche knife with the hammer until it cuts 
through the sternum. ‘‘You never forget that 
sound,’’ one of the Temple nurses told me. 
‘‘It’s like a tink, tink, tink. And it sounds 
like metal, but you know it’s bone. You 
know like when you see on television, when 
people are working on the railroad, ham-
mering the ties?’’ 

‘‘It’s just the worst,’’ one nurse told 
the writer of this story. ‘‘They’re 
breaking bone. And everybody—every 
body—has its own kind of quality. And 
sometimes there’s a big guy you’ll 
hear, and it’s the echo—the sound that 
comes out of the room. There’s some 
times when it doesn’t affect me, and 
there are some times when it makes 
my knees shake, when I know what’s 
going on in there.’’ 

The article goes on to talk about 
what happens to those who survive. 

The price of survival is often lasting dis-
ability. Some patients, often young guys, 
wind up carrying around colostomy bags the 
rest of their lives. 

They go to the bathroom through a 
stoma, a hole in their abdomen. 

‘‘They’re so angry,’’ Goldberg said. ‘‘They 
should be angry.’’ Some are paralyzed by 
bullets that sever the spinal column. Some 
lose limbs entirely. 

AR–15s are designed by the military 
in order to kill people even more 
quickly so that you don’t ever have the 
chance of going to an emergency room. 
That is what happened at Sandy Hook. 
What is remarkable is that not a single 
one of those kids ever made it to a 
trauma surgeon. All of those kids died 
on the spot—20 of them. 

You sort of have to think about bul-
lets like running fingers through the 
water: When you run your fingers 
through the water, it causes ripples, it 
causes disruptions in the water around 
them. Well, a bullet coming out of an 
AR–15 rifle moves three times faster 
than a bullet coming out of a handgun. 
So just look what happens when you 
run your hand through water. You run 
it through at this speed versus running 
it through at that speed. The ripples 
and the disruptions get bigger, right? 
And they spread further. That is what 
happens when the bullet from an AR–15 
enters the body of anyone, but it cer-
tainly does something different when it 
enters the body of a 6-year-old. One 
trauma surgeon said that when it hits 
bone, it likely will just turn it to dust. 
If a bullet from an AR–15 hits the liver, 
well, this surgeon says that ‘‘the liver 
looks like a Jell-o mold has been 
dropped on the floor.’’ 

I know some people think AR–15s are 
fun. They are fun to show off to your 
friends. They are neat to fire. But that 
is carnage. A little kid’s bones turning 
to dust in the middle of a first grade 
classroom is not sport; that is Amer-
ican carnage. Do you know what? A lot 
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