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PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
754, a bill to support meeting our Na-
tion’s growing cybersecurity workforce
needs by expanding the cybersecurity
education pipeline.
S. 832
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 832, a bill to enhance the trans-
parency and accelerate the impact of
programs under the African Growth
and Opportunity Act and the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation, and for
other purposes.
S. 869
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name
of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
869, a bill to repeal the violation of sov-
ereign nations’ laws and privacy mat-
ters.
S. 872
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 872, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
make permanent the extension of the
Medicare-dependent hospital (MDH)
program and the increased payments
under the Medicare low-volume hos-
pital program.
S. 878
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
878, a bill to establish privacy protec-
tions for customers of broadband Inter-
net access service and other tele-
communications services.
S. 901
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
901, a bill to prohibit any reduction in
the amount of the per diem allowance
to which members of the Army, Navy,
Air Force, and Marine Corps or civilian
employees of the Department of De-
fense are entitled based on the dura-
tion of temporary duty assignments or
official travel, and for other purposes.
S. 910
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 910, a bill to prohibit discrimi-
nation against individuals with disabil-
ities who need long-term services and
supports, and for other purposes.
S. 923
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 923, a bill to exempt certain finan-
cial institutions from regulations
issued under the Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act.
S. CON. RES. 12
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Con. Res. 12, a concur-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

rent resolution expressing the sense of
Congress that those who served in the
bays, harbors, and territorial seas of
the Republic of Vietnam during the pe-
riod beginning on January 9, 1962, and
ending on May 7, 1975, should be pre-
sumed to have served in the Republic
of Vietnam for all purposes under the
Agent Orange Act of 1991.
S. RES. 99

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 99, a resolution recog-
nizing the 11 African-American soldiers
of the 333rd Field Artillery Battalion
who were massacred in Wereth, Bel-
gium, during the Battle of the Bulge in
December 1944.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and
Mr. GRASSLEY):

S. 927. A bill to allow acceleration

certificates awarded under the Patents
for Humanity Program to be transfer-
able; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, tomor-
row, April 26, is World Intellectual
Property Day, an opportunity for peo-
ple around the world to appreciate and
learn about the role of intellectual
property rights in promoting innova-
tion. Our Founders believed that the
right to enjoy the benefit of one’s own
inventions was so important to the
progress of science that they included
it in the Constitution. More than 200
years later, limited exclusive rights for
inventors continue to incentivize the
research and development and make
the United States the global leader in
innovation.

In the spirit of this year’s theme,
“Innovation—Improving Lives,” I am
proud to partner with Senator GRASS-
LEY to reintroduce the Patents for Hu-
manity Program Improvement Act.
Patents for Humanity is a perfect ex-
ample of how intellectual property
rights encourage inventors to develop
creative solutions to some of the
world’s most pressing humanitarian
challenges.

Since 2012, the Patents for Humanity
Program of the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office, PTO, has honored patent
holders whose inventions apply cut-
ting-edge technology to meet global
challenges in medicine, nutrition, sani-
tation, energy, and living standards.
The winning inventors receive a cer-
tificate to accelerate future PTO proc-
esses, such as a reexamination or addi-
tional patent applications. The Patents
for Humanity Program provides an im-
portant incentive for talented
innovators to use their expertise and
intellect to enhance the public good.

The winners of the Patents for Hu-
manity Program have addressed some
of the toughest challenges in the devel-
oping world. One lab developed a vac-
cine cooler that has been used in the
fight against the Ebola virus. A non-
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profit organization created a strand of
rice enriched with vitamin A to pre-
vent a nutritional deficiency that is
the leading killer of children globally.
A social enterprise made a low-cost
solar light that can replace dangerous
kerosene lamps in areas without elec-
tricity. These life saving inventions are
exactly the kind of innovations that
our intellectual property system
should incentivize.

In 2012, the Director of the PTO testi-
fied before the Judiciary Committee
that Patents for Humanity would at-
tract even more innovators if the win-
ners could transfer their acceleration
certificates to a third party. Fre-
quently, successful small businesses
and individual inventors are unable to
continue their projects or are pre-
vented from taking advantage of the
accelerated process because of acquisi-
tions and reorganizations. Transfer-
ability of the award certificates would
increase the incentive for these small
businesses and individuals to develop
innovative technologies that would
benefit the public and international de-
velopment.

This bipartisan legislation would
allow Patents for Humanity winners to
transfer their acceleration certificates.
This straightforward, common sense
reform to the Patents for Humanity
Program passed the Senate by unani-
mous consent last Congress. I am hope-
ful that it will again this Congress and
that we can finally enact into law this
simple improvement to a successful
program. We should take every oppor-
tunity we can to encourage and sup-
port enterprising Americans with
bright ideas that will benefit both our
country and the world.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr.
JOHNSON, Mr. PERDUE, Mr.
PAUL, and Mr. LEE):

S. 932. A bill to amend the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 to provide
that any estimate prepared by the Con-
gressional Budget Office or the Joint
Committee on Taxation shall include
costs relating to servicing the public
debt, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Budget.

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 932

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Budgetary
Accuracy in Scoring Interest Costs Act of
2017 or the “BASIC Act”’.

SEC. 2. CBO AND JCT ESTIMATES TO INCLUDE
DEBT SERVICING COSTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Congressional Budget
and Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (2
U.S.C. 621 et seq.) is amended by inserting
after section 402 the following:

“ESTIMATES TO INCLUDE DEBT SERVICING COSTS

‘“SEC. 403. Any estimate prepared by the
Congressional Budget Office under section
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402, and any estimate prepared by the Joint
Committee on Taxation, shall include, to the
extent practicable, the costs (if any) of serv-
icing the public debt.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents of such Act is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 402 the fol-
lowing:

““403. Estimates to include debt servicing
costs.”.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  138—HON-
ORING NATIONAL FORMER PRIS-
ONER OF WAR RECOGNITION
DAY ON APRIL 9, 2017, AND COM-
MEMORATING THE T75TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FALL OF BA-
TAAN

Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, Mr. DAINES, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr.
RUBIO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. TESTER,
and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. REs. 138

Whereas, throughout United States his-
tory, United States servicemen and service-
women held as prisoners of war have endured
unimaginable cruelty and unspeakable treat-
ment at the hands of their captors in—

(1) British prison ships floating in the har-
bor of New York City;

(2) tiger cages in North Vietnam;

(3) coal mines in Omuta, Japan; and

(4) mine shafts in Berga, Germany;

Whereas many of these servicemen and
servicewomen, while in service to the United
States, lost their lives as prisoners of war
under cruel and inhumane conditions;

Whereas United States service members
held as prisoners of war have—

(1) endured situations few people of the
United States can imagine; and

(2) found courage in a darkness that other
people of the United States will hopefully
never experience;

Whereas National Former Prisoner of War
Recognition Day was established to memori-
alize the surrender by General Edward P.
King of 80,000 United States and Filipino
troops on the Bataan Peninsula on April 9,
1942, which led to—

(1) the infamous Bataan Death March; and

(2) nearly 4 years of brutal imprisonment
and slave labor for the survivors;

Whereas, by May 10, 1942, over 11,500 sol-
diers from the United States and the Phil-
ippines surrendered on Corregidor, a fortress
island in Manila Bay, and at various bases on
islands in the southern Philippines, which
resulted in the largest surrender of United
States soldiers in United States military his-
tory;

Whereas, during World War II, over 26,000
prisoners of war from the United States were
held by Imperial Japan, of which an esti-
mated 40 percent died, and nearly Y5 of those
deaths occurred on ‘‘hell ships’ that carried
the prisoners of war to Japan to become
slave labor in Japanese companies;
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Whereas the productive peace between the
United States and Japan has produced a
model of reconciliation between former com-
batants;

Whereas, in 2009, the Government of Japan
offered an apology to the United States pris-
oners of war for the damage and suffering of
the prisoners of war in Imperial Japan;

Whereas, in 2010, the Government of Japan
established a program for former prisoners of
war and their families to visit Japan and the
former prisoner of war camps; and

Whereas the former prisoners of war who
have participated in the program described
in the ninth whereas clause have encouraged
the Government of Japan to partner with
Japanese companies to continue the program
as—

(1) an international model of reconcili-
ation; and

(2) a permanent fund to support projects
for remembrance, documentation, education,
and exchange: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors National Former Prisoner of
War Recognition Day on April 9, 2017;

(2) commemorates the 75th anniversary of
the fall of Bataan on April 9, 1942; and

(3) applauds the efforts of the Government
of Japan toward a historic apology for the
maltreatment of United States prisoners of
war by Imperial Japan.

SENATE RESOLUTION  139—CON-
DEMNING THE GOVERNMENT OF
IRAN’S STATE-SPONSORED PER-
SECUTION OF ITS BAHA'I MINOR-
ITY AND ITS CONTINUED VIOLA-
TION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. BOOzMAN, and Mr. DURBIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. RES. 139

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993,
1994, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013,
2015, and 2016, Congress declared that it de-
plored the religious persecution by the Gov-
ernment of Iran of the Baha’'i community
and would hold the Government of Iran re-
sponsible for upholding the rights of all Ira-
nian nationals, including members of the
Baha'’i Faith;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2016 Annual
Report states—

(1) “The Baha’i community, the largest
non-Muslim religious minority in Iran, long
has been subject to particularly severe reli-
gious freedom violations. The government
views Baha’is, who number at least 300,000,
as ‘heretics’ and consequently they face re-
pression on the grounds of apostasy.’’;

(2) ““‘Since 1979, authorities have killed or
executed more than 200 Baha’i leaders, and
more than 10,000 have been dismissed from
government and university jobs.”’; and

(3) ““Over the past 10 years, approximately
850 Baha’is have been arbitrarily arrested.”’;

Whereas the Department of State 2015
International Religious Freedom Report
states—

(1) Religious minorities in Iran ‘‘continued
to face societal discrimination, especially
the Bahai community, which reported con-
tinuing problems at different levels of soci-
ety, including personal harassment.’’;

(2) The Government of Iran ‘‘continued to
prohibit Bahais from officially assembling or
maintaining administrative institutions, ac-
tively closed such institutions, harassed Ba-
hais, and disregarded their property rights.”’;
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(3) In Iran, ‘‘Bahai blood may be spilled
with impunity, and Bahai families are not
entitled to restitution” and ‘‘Bahais cannot
receive compensation for injury or crimes
committed against them and cannot inherit
property.”’;

(4) The Government of Iran ‘‘requires uni-
versities to exclude Bahais from access to
higher education or expel them if their reli-
gious affiliation becomes known.’’; and

(5) In Iran, ‘‘Bahais are banned from gov-
ernment employment’ and ‘‘[t]here were re-
ports of non-Bahais being pressured to refuse
employment to Bahais or dismissing Bahais
from their private sector jobs.”’;

Whereas on June 8, 2016, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the United Nations Special Rapporteur
on freedom of religion or belief issued a joint
statement condemning the ‘“‘wave of incite-
ment of hatred of the Baha’i community re-
flected in speeches made by religious, judici-
ary and political officials in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran’’;

Whereas on September 6, 2016, the United
Nations Secretary-General issued a report on
the situation of human rights in the Islamic
Republic of Iran (A/71/374), which stated that
“human rights violations have continued at
an alarming rate’’;

Whereas on December 17, 2016, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/70/179), which ‘‘[e]xpresse[d] seri-
ous concern about ongoing severe limita-
tions and restrictions on the right to free-
dom of thought, conscience, religion or belief
and restrictions on the establishment of
places of worship, as well as attacks against
places of worship and burial, as well as other
human rights violations, including but not
limited to harassment, persecution and in-
citement to hatred that lead to violence
against persons belonging to recognized and
unrecognized religious minorities, including
Christians, Jews, Sufi Muslims, Sunni Mus-
lims, Zoroastrians and members of the
Baha’i Faith and their defenders’’;

Whereas since May 2008, the Government of
Iran has imprisoned the 7 members of the
former ad hoc leadership group of the Baha’i
community in Iran, known as the Yaran-i-
Iran, or ‘friends of Iran’”—Mrs. Fariba
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr.
Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz
Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, and Mr.
Vahid Tizfahm—and these individuals were
convicted of charges including ‘‘spying for
Israel, insulting religious sanctities, propa-
ganda against the regime and spreading cor-
ruption on earth” and sentenced to 20-year
prison terms, the longest sentences given to
any prisoner of conscience in Iran at that
time, now reportedly reduced to 10 years;

Whereas beginning in May 2011, officials of
the Government of Iran in 4 cities conducted
sweeping raids on the homes of dozens of in-
dividuals associated with the Baha’i Insti-
tute for Higher Education (referred to in this
Resolution as ‘“BIHE’) and arrested and de-
tained several educators associated with
BIHE, with 16 BIHE educators ultimately
sentenced to 4- or 5-year prison terms, 7 of
whom remain in prison;

Whereas scores of Baha’i cemeteries have
been attacked, and, in 2014, Revolutionary
Guards began excavating a Baha’i cemetery
in Shiraz, which is the site of 950 graves, and
built a cultural and sport center on the cem-
etery site;

Whereas the Baha’i International Commu-
nity reported that there has been a recent
surge in anti-Baha’i hate propaganda in Ira-
nian state-sponsored media outlets, noting
that—

(1) in 2010 and 2011, approximately 22 anti-
Baha’i articles were appearing every month;
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