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S. Res. 140. A resolution supporting the 

designation of April 2017 as ‘‘Parkinson’s 
Awareness Month’’; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mr. SCOTT (for himself and Mr. 
GRAHAM): 

S. Res. 141. A resolution congratulating the 
University of South Carolina women’s bas-
ketball team for winning the 2017 National 
Collegiate Athletic Association Division I 
Women’s Basketball Tournament Champion-
ship; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. Res. 142. A resolution commemorating 
the 10th anniversary of the tragic events at 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University on April 16, 2007; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. Res. 143. A resolution supporting fair 

and equitable grading treatment for exports 
of United States wheat products to Canada; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 59 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 59, 
a bill to provide that silencers be treat-
ed the same as long guns. 

S. 109 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 109, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
coverage under the Medicare program 
of pharmacist services. 

S. 223 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 223, a bill to provide immunity 
from suit for certain individuals who 
disclose potential examples of financial 
exploitation of senior citizens, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 234 

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 234, a bill to provide incen-
tives for businesses to keep jobs in 
America. 

S. 253 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 253, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation 
therapy caps. 

S. 292 

At the request of Mr. REED, the 
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) and the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 292, a bill to maximize 
discovery, and accelerate development 
and availability, of promising child-
hood cancer treatments, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 339 

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 
names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) and the Senator from New 

Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 339, a bill to amend 
title 10, United States Code, to repeal 
the requirement for reduction of sur-
vivor annuities under the Survivor 
Benefit Plan by veterans’ dependency 
and indemnity compensation, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 445 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
names of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING), the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MARKEY), the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), and the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) were added as cosponsors of S. 
445, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to ensure more 
timely access to home health services 
for Medicare beneficiaries under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 470 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 470, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to en-
hance the Child and Dependent Care 
Tax Credit and make the credit fully 
refundable. 

S. 487 

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 487, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for an exclusion for assistance pro-
vided to participants in certain veteri-
nary student loan repayment or for-
giveness programs. 

S. 497 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) and the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 497, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide for Medicare cov-
erage of certain lymphedema compres-
sion treatment items as items of dura-
ble medical equipment. 

S. 517 

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
517, a bill to amend the Clean Air Act 
with respect to the ethanol waiver for 
Reid vapor pressure limitations under 
such Act. 

S. 569 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 569, a bill to 
amend title 54, United States Code, to 
provide consistent and reliable author-
ity for, and for the funding of, the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund to maxi-
mize the effectiveness of the Fund for 
future generations, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 611 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 

(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 611, a bill to amend the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act to meet the needs of homeless chil-
dren, youth, and families, and honor 
the assessments and priorities of local 
communities. 

S. 632 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 632, a bill to amend title 28 of 
the United States Code to authorize 
the appointment of additional bank-
ruptcy judges; and for other purposes. 

S. 652 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 652, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize a program for early detection, diag-
nosis, and treatment regarding deaf 
and hard-of-hearing newborns, infants, 
and young children. 

S. 717 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 717, a bill to promote pro bono legal 
services as a critical way in which to 
empower survivors of domestic vio-
lence. 

S. 720 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 720, a bill to amend the Export Ad-
ministration Act of 1979 to include in 
the prohibitions on boycotts against 
allies of the United States boycotts 
fostered by international governmental 
organizations against Israel and to di-
rect the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States to oppose boycotts 
against Israel, and for other purposes. 

S. 722 
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 

names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. CRAPO), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL), and the Sen-
ator from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 722, a bill to 
impose sanctions with respect to Iran 
in relation to Iran’s ballistic missile 
program, support for acts of inter-
national terrorism, and violations of 
human rights, and for other purposes. 

S. 744 
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 744, a bill to 
amend the Fair Credit Reporting Act 
to delay the inclusion in consumer 
credit reports and to establish require-
ments for debt collectors with respect 
to medical debt information of vet-
erans due to inappropriate or delayed 
billing payments or reimbursements 
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes. 

S. 754 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
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PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
754, a bill to support meeting our Na-
tion’s growing cybersecurity workforce 
needs by expanding the cybersecurity 
education pipeline. 

S. 832 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 832, a bill to enhance the trans-
parency and accelerate the impact of 
programs under the African Growth 
and Opportunity Act and the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 869 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
TOOMEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
869, a bill to repeal the violation of sov-
ereign nations’ laws and privacy mat-
ters. 

S. 872 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 872, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
make permanent the extension of the 
Medicare-dependent hospital (MDH) 
program and the increased payments 
under the Medicare low-volume hos-
pital program. 

S. 878 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
878, a bill to establish privacy protec-
tions for customers of broadband Inter-
net access service and other tele-
communications services. 

S. 901 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
901, a bill to prohibit any reduction in 
the amount of the per diem allowance 
to which members of the Army, Navy, 
Air Force, and Marine Corps or civilian 
employees of the Department of De-
fense are entitled based on the dura-
tion of temporary duty assignments or 
official travel, and for other purposes. 

S. 910 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 910, a bill to prohibit discrimi-
nation against individuals with disabil-
ities who need long-term services and 
supports, and for other purposes. 

S. 923 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 923, a bill to exempt certain finan-
cial institutions from regulations 
issued under the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act. 

S. CON. RES. 12 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) and the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Con. Res. 12, a concur-

rent resolution expressing the sense of 
Congress that those who served in the 
bays, harbors, and territorial seas of 
the Republic of Vietnam during the pe-
riod beginning on January 9, 1962, and 
ending on May 7, 1975, should be pre-
sumed to have served in the Republic 
of Vietnam for all purposes under the 
Agent Orange Act of 1991. 

S. RES. 99 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 99, a resolution recog-
nizing the 11 African-American soldiers 
of the 333rd Field Artillery Battalion 
who were massacred in Wereth, Bel-
gium, during the Battle of the Bulge in 
December 1944. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and 
Mr. GRASSLEY): 

S. 927. A bill to allow acceleration 
certificates awarded under the Patents 
for Humanity Program to be transfer-
able; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, tomor-
row, April 26, is World Intellectual 
Property Day, an opportunity for peo-
ple around the world to appreciate and 
learn about the role of intellectual 
property rights in promoting innova-
tion. Our Founders believed that the 
right to enjoy the benefit of one’s own 
inventions was so important to the 
progress of science that they included 
it in the Constitution. More than 200 
years later, limited exclusive rights for 
inventors continue to incentivize the 
research and development and make 
the United States the global leader in 
innovation. 

In the spirit of this year’s theme, 
‘‘Innovation—Improving Lives,’’ I am 
proud to partner with Senator GRASS-
LEY to reintroduce the Patents for Hu-
manity Program Improvement Act. 
Patents for Humanity is a perfect ex-
ample of how intellectual property 
rights encourage inventors to develop 
creative solutions to some of the 
world’s most pressing humanitarian 
challenges. 

Since 2012, the Patents for Humanity 
Program of the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office, PTO, has honored patent 
holders whose inventions apply cut-
ting-edge technology to meet global 
challenges in medicine, nutrition, sani-
tation, energy, and living standards. 
The winning inventors receive a cer-
tificate to accelerate future PTO proc-
esses, such as a reexamination or addi-
tional patent applications. The Patents 
for Humanity Program provides an im-
portant incentive for talented 
innovators to use their expertise and 
intellect to enhance the public good. 

The winners of the Patents for Hu-
manity Program have addressed some 
of the toughest challenges in the devel-
oping world. One lab developed a vac-
cine cooler that has been used in the 
fight against the Ebola virus. A non-

profit organization created a strand of 
rice enriched with vitamin A to pre-
vent a nutritional deficiency that is 
the leading killer of children globally. 
A social enterprise made a low-cost 
solar light that can replace dangerous 
kerosene lamps in areas without elec-
tricity. These life saving inventions are 
exactly the kind of innovations that 
our intellectual property system 
should incentivize. 

In 2012, the Director of the PTO testi-
fied before the Judiciary Committee 
that Patents for Humanity would at-
tract even more innovators if the win-
ners could transfer their acceleration 
certificates to a third party. Fre-
quently, successful small businesses 
and individual inventors are unable to 
continue their projects or are pre-
vented from taking advantage of the 
accelerated process because of acquisi-
tions and reorganizations. Transfer-
ability of the award certificates would 
increase the incentive for these small 
businesses and individuals to develop 
innovative technologies that would 
benefit the public and international de-
velopment. 

This bipartisan legislation would 
allow Patents for Humanity winners to 
transfer their acceleration certificates. 
This straightforward, common sense 
reform to the Patents for Humanity 
Program passed the Senate by unani-
mous consent last Congress. I am hope-
ful that it will again this Congress and 
that we can finally enact into law this 
simple improvement to a successful 
program. We should take every oppor-
tunity we can to encourage and sup-
port enterprising Americans with 
bright ideas that will benefit both our 
country and the world. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. 
PAUL, and Mr. LEE): 

S. 932. A bill to amend the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 to provide 
that any estimate prepared by the Con-
gressional Budget Office or the Joint 
Committee on Taxation shall include 
costs relating to servicing the public 
debt, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Budget. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 932 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Budgetary 
Accuracy in Scoring Interest Costs Act of 
2017’’ or the ‘‘BASIC Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CBO AND JCT ESTIMATES TO INCLUDE 

DEBT SERVICING COSTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Congressional Budget 

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (2 
U.S.C. 621 et seq.) is amended by inserting 
after section 402 the following: 
‘‘ESTIMATES TO INCLUDE DEBT SERVICING COSTS 

‘‘SEC. 403. Any estimate prepared by the 
Congressional Budget Office under section 
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