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it. But we haven’t seen any details of 
any plan yet, and no comprehensive 
plan to rebuild our infrastructure has 
been introduced by any Republicans in 
Congress. 

So we Democrats came out with our 
own $1 trillion infrastructure plan, 
taking what the President said in his 
campaign. The bill would create 15 mil-
lion good-paying jobs, going to the 
working families of America. We 
haven’t seen any proposal or gotten 
any response to our proposal from the 
President. The only thing we have seen 
from President Trump on infrastruc-
ture is that he has proposed multibil-
lion-dollar cuts to vital transportation 
programs in his 2018 budget, saying one 
thing in the campaign—infrastructure 
jobs—yet doing exactly the opposite— 
cutting infrastructure jobs—in his pro-
posed budget for next year. 

On outsourcing, Candidate Trump la-
mented the fact that so many compa-
nies were shipping U.S. jobs overseas, 
promising: ‘‘We’re going to stop it day 
one. It’s so easy to stop.’’ 

While President Obama used regu-
latory measures to stop inversions in 
their tracks—a company in New York, 
Pfizer, which I thought was so wrong to 
try and invert—President Trump has 
just signed an Executive order to re-
view those rules and potentially undo 
them—the exact opposite of what he 
campaigned on. This is astounding. He 
said he was going to prevent jobs from 
going overseas. President Obama put in 
regulations that have virtually stopped 
inversions—companies moving their 
headquarters overseas for tax breaks. 
President Trump, directly in contradic-
tion of what he talked about over and 
over and over again in his campaign, 
says: Now let’s review those rules and 
possibly undo them. It is just hard to 
comprehend. 

President Trump said his policy 
would be ‘‘Buy American and Hire 
American,’’ and he has had a bunch of 
little rallies where he talks about this, 
but he has refused to insist that pipe-
lines and water infrastructure be made 
with American steel. 

If he were serious about stopping out-
sourcing, he would demand that Senate 
Republicans put Senator BALDWIN’s bill 
requiring infrastructure to be made 
with American steel on the Senate 
floor. If we increase water and sewer as 
one of our biggest infrastructure pro-
posals, American steel would get a 
huge boost, if companies had to buy 
American steel. Senator BALDWIN has a 
bill that does it. President Trump has 
not gotten any action. He ought to tell 
Leader MCCONNELL, tell Speaker RYAN 
he is for that bill, and they should 
bring it to the floor, and, with a lot of 
Democratic votes—probably every one, 
just about—we can pass it. 

On trade, which is another crucial 
issue for the American worker—maybe 
the issue that President Trump gar-
nered the most support for from work-
ing families—well, he has made some 
big promises, but he has either broken 
them or failed to deliver in his first 100 

days. He pledged to hold China ac-
countable for its rapacious trade prac-
tices, which have robbed America of 
millions of jobs and cost trillions of 
dollars of wealth. He said China was 
‘‘world champion’’ of currency manipu-
lation and pledged to name it a cur-
rency manipulator on day one. Presi-
dent Trump has done neither of those 
things. He has broken his promise to 
name them a currency manipulator, 
and he has backed off on his promise to 
get tough with trade on China in gen-
eral. 

This is an issue I am passionate 
about. I didn’t agree with President 
Trump on a whole lot of issues, but 
when he talked about China during the 
campaign, I said: I am closer to Presi-
dent Trump on how we treat China 
than I was with President Obama or 
President Bush, and I thought it would 
be one of the areas where we could 
make real progress. Instead, we have 
seen a U-turn—China, not a currency 
manipulator, when he said over and 
over again they were, and they are ma-
nipulating their currency. 

I know all the free-trade pundits get 
up and say: Yes, but now they are not 
reducing the value of their currency; 
they are doing the opposite of what 
they did when they made it easier for 
them to export. But they are still ma-
nipulating it. It still doesn’t flow. As 
sure as we are sitting here, if China’s 
advantage is to once again devalue the 
currency so they can have more ex-
ports and unfair advantages over 
American workers, they will do it in a 
minute. 

Furthermore, had he called China a 
currency manipulator, it would have 
sent a shot across China’s bow. For 
years, frankly, under Democratic and 
Republican administrations, China has 
gotten away with economic murder. 
They steal our intellectual property. 
They don’t let good American compa-
nies into China. They buy American 
companies to get their technology and 
then produce it in China and try to ex-
port it here. They have over the years 
manipulated the currency to their ad-
vantage, among many other things. 
They are hurting us. Probably nothing 
has done more to hurt American jobs 
than China’s rapacious trade policies. 
And President Trump is nowhere to be 
found. In fact, he is doing the opposite 
of what he promised on trade. 

Instead of sticking up for hard-work-
ing, middle-class Americans by trying 
to create jobs and get tough on both 
trade and outsourcing, President 
Trump has spent the last few months 
looking out for powerful corporations 
and the special interests he repeatedly 
campaigned against, breaking promise 
after promise to working families. It is 
a shame he has taken this route. 

On issues like infrastructure, out-
sourcing, and trade, we Democrats 
agree with many of the things Can-
didate Trump was saying, but he is no-
where to be found to work with on 
these issues. President Trump could 
have chosen to spend his first 100 days 

working with us Democrats on these 
issues, finding compromises and con-
sensus to fulfill his promises to work-
ing America. Instead, he spent the first 
100 days governing from the very hard 
right, refusing to seek Democratic 
input on any major legislation. That is 
not how you get things done here, and 
that is why the President has so little 
to show for his first 100 days. 

We Democrats are prepared to work 
with him to give the middle class and 
those struggling to get there a much 
needed boost, but the President and 
Republicans in Congress need to start 
reaching out and meeting us halfway. 

As I have told the President many 
times, if he governs from the middle, if 
he is willing to work with both parties 
to get things done, we might be able to 
compromise on some of the important 
economic issues where we have had 
these values for a long time—the ones 
I just mentioned. If the President, Re-
publicans, and Congress continue their 
‘‘my way or the highway approach,’’ 
the next 100 days will be just like the 
first—a lot of broken and unfulfilled 
promises and very few accomplish-
ments from this new administration. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
FLAKE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

ANTIQUITIES ACT 
Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, 

President Trump is expected to issue 
an Executive order directing the De-
partment of the Interior to review all 
of the national monuments issued over 
the past 20 years, to see whether those 
monuments should be reduced in size 
or repealed. It is clear to me that many 
of us know the value of our public 
lands. But I am questioning whether 
our President understands that trying 
to illegally roll back those national 
monuments—some of the most treas-
ured lands in our country—is some-
thing we should not do. 

This shortsighted move is a pretext 
to attacking the designation of the 
Bears Ears National Monument in 
Utah, which is sacred to the five tribes 
that form the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal 
Coalition, and is a breathtaking site 
for all Americans who come to experi-
ence what is the unbelievable, unique 
beauty of the West. 

Whether they are there hiking or 
climbing or vacationing, it is a special 
place. But President Trump’s Execu-
tive order is expected to go even fur-
ther than just Bears Ears, reviewing 
any designation in the last 20 years, 
threatening the question of the San 
Juan Islands or Hanford Reach Na-
tional Monuments and the creation of 
other sites around the United States 
and threatening our economy. 
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Time and again, the Trump adminis-

tration is pushing for policies that are 
harmful to our recreation economy and 
a disaster for our pristine places, and it 
sets a terrible precedent for future con-
servation efforts. 

The Antiquities Act is one of our Na-
tion’s most successful conservation 
laws. It was signed into law in 1906 by 
President Theodore Roosevelt to des-
ignate Devils Tower in Wyoming as our 
Nation’s first national monument. 

In the 110 years since its enactment, 
the Antiquities Act has been a very 
useful tool by 16 different Presidents— 
eight Republicans, eight Democrats— 
to designate more than 140 national 
monuments, including, as I mentioned, 
the San Juan Islands and Hanford 
Reach in the State of Washington. 

Nearly half of all of our national 
parks, including national icons such as 
the Grand Canyon or Olympic National 
Park, were first designated as national 
monuments under the Antiquities Act. 
So it is a very helpful tool to making 
sure we preserve those special places. I 
will note, too, that only 4 percent of all 
land in the United States is set aside 
this way, designated as part of the na-
tional park system or as a national 
monument. 

So, of all the lands in the United 
States, we are asking to protect 4 per-
cent of the lands, that are these unique 
special places, to be persevered for the 
American public and not turned over to 
special interests for oil and gas mining. 

I also think it is important to note 
that the Antiquities Act gives the 
President the authority to make sure 
that these monuments are designated 
because from time to time there are 
those who do not believe in these spe-
cial places. 

I note that when the Grand Canyon 
was being considered, an editorial in 
that time period editorialized: ‘‘The 
idea of protecting the Grand Canyon 
represents a fiendish and diabolical 
scheme.’’ Now, I don’t think that is 
what Americans think today about the 
Grand Canyon, nor do they think that 
it is something that hasn’t enriched 
the lives of millions of Americans over 
the years or added to our economy and 
tourism. So I find it ironic that the 
same people think that the designation 
of Bears Ears is somehow a ‘‘fiendish 
and diabolical scheme.’’ 

Well, what I know is that the Presi-
dent is wrong to think he can use the 
Antiquities Act in reverse. In 1938, an 
Attorney General’s opinion was issued 
stating that the President did not have 
the authority to use it in reverse. 

So I think any attempt by the Trump 
administration to modify or revoke 
earlier national monument proposals is 
without the legal authority to do so. 
But I also want to make sure that we 
are talking about how important and 
how special Bears Ears is. It is a monu-
ment of true significance. It encom-
passes 1.3 million acres of beautiful 
desert hills, mesas, and sandstone can-
yons in southeastern Utah and is home 
to some of the most spiritually signifi-

cant lands of the local Tribes and some 
of the best rock climbing in the world. 

Bears Ears encompasses Native 
American archaeological sites dating 
back at least 13,000 years. The area is 
covered in rock art, petroglyphs and 
pictographs, cliff dwellings, and arti-
facts. So if nothing else, those special 
places should be preserved. 

It is also special to many of the early 
inhabitants of that area: the Ute Tribe, 
the Navajo Tribe, the Uintah Ouray 
Tribe, the Hopi Tribe, and the Zuni 
Tribe. Bears Ears is important to these 
Tribal members for sacred ceremonies, 
and hunting, and fishing. 

Bears Ears also continues to be one 
of the richest paleontological resources 
in our Nation, with fossil records dat-
ing back millions of years. So it is easy 
to see why it is so important that this 
special place was designated. 

In addition to its historical and cul-
tural significance, Bears Ears is also a 
world-class recreation resource visited 
by rock climbers from all over the 
world. It is also visited by hunters, 
hikers, canyoneers, white water 
rafters, mountain bikers, and the en-
tire conservation community. That is 
why the Outdoor Retailer show, which 
had previously located its biannual 
event in Utah, decided after two dec-
ades that they were pulling out. That 
is right. They are pulling out their $40 
million contribution to the Utah econ-
omy because they are against the ef-
forts by many in Utah to oppose the 
Bears Ears monument and try to get 
the President to reverse the Antiq-
uities Act and then use that Federal 
land for oil and gas exploration. I was 
so proud to see the outdoor industry 
take such a bold step. Companies like 
REI, Patagonia, Black Diamond, and 
Outdoor Research really made a big 
and bold statement. They decided that 
if a State was going to attack the very 
economy that was so important to 
their jobs in recreation, they were 
going to do something about it. 

I agree with the Salt Lake Tribune 
editorial on the Outdoor Retailer’s de-
cision, which said that the debate over 
public lands is about ‘‘who we are and 
where we are headed. To get there, we 
need leaders with a better appreciation 
of the magnificent gifts God has given 
everyone, not just Utahans.’’ 

So what is ironic and, frankly, a bit 
sad is that at the same time the Trump 
administration is waging war on our 
public lands and fighting imaginary 
ones, like the War on Coal, we have 
new data on just what an economic en-
gine the recreation industry has be-
come. Just today, the Outdoor Industry 
Association released a new report on 
the economic contributions of the 
recreation economy. Today, the recre-
ation industry generates $887 billion in 
consumer spending every year. That is 
up more than $200 billion—from $646 
billion—since the last time the study 
was done a few years ago. What does 
this tell us? Not only do more Ameri-
cans enjoy recreation on our public 
lands, but an economy has been built 

around it, and it continues to grow and 
thrive, with new products, new serv-
ices, and more comfortable and innova-
tive ways to enjoy the outdoors. The 
outdoor recreation economy is respon-
sible for 7.6 million jobs in this coun-
try. That is a growth of 1.5 million jobs 
since the last time the report was done. 

Meanwhile, the Trump administra-
tion seems perfectly content to do the 
bidding of these natural resources in-
dustries instead of focusing on these 
jobs and these recreational opportuni-
ties that are booming. In fact, the 
clean energy economy is now sup-
porting more jobs than fossil fuels in 26 
States and the District of Columbia. So 
it is an economy that exists in many 
parts of our country. 

On top of this effort to try and weak-
en these national monument designa-
tions and use the Antiquities Act in re-
verse, the President is also expected to 
gut some of our key investments in 
science and innovation that are also 
helping us grow in new ways. 

I will tell you that pollution is not 
an economic strategy. We cannot turn 
the economy of the past into hope for 
the future. What we need to do is make 
sure we are paying attention to the 
unique resources that these special 
places represent and the great heritage 
of both Democratic and Republican ad-
ministrations, which have done great 
work by protecting places like the 
Grand Canyon and Bears Ears. 

I hope all of my colleagues will real-
ize that this is a futile effort and that 
these special places do not belong only 
to us. They do not belong to the people 
who are here on the Senate floor. They 
belong to generations and generations 
of Americans. 

To those great Presidents—Repub-
lican and Democratic—who made those 
decisions and created those special 
places for all of us, thank you. I hope 
that some future generation will be 
standing here thanking us for pro-
tecting Bears Ears and all of the na-
tional monument designations that 
have taken place over the last two dec-
ades. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 

today to acknowledge and honor Michi-
gan farmers. Agriculture is a vital part 
of Michigan’s economy. In fact, Michi-
gan is home to more than 51,000 farms 
that contribute over $100 billion to our 
Nation’s economy. Michigan is also the 
second most diverse agricultural pro-
ducer in the Nation, growing more 
than 300 commodities, including a sig-
nificant portion of our Nation’s milk, 
corn, cherries, cucumbers, and much 
more. 
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