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A few years ago, Jenny passed on her
MOPS leadership baton and began serv-
ing as the chairperson for the edu-
cation program in her church. As
chairperson, Jenny spurred a program
to have educational activities available
during parent-teacher conferences in
order to help parents attend the con-
ferences. Jenny also volunteers each
week at the local pregnancy resource
center and coordinates the center’s an-
nual banquet. Not only does Jenny
excel at serving her community, she
has done so even while her husband,
Noah, a Montana Army National Guard
pilot, was gone for nearly a year con-
ducting missions in southwest Asia.

Montana is a State with many un-
sung heroes, and people like Jenny are
the community glue that make Mon-
tana a great place to raise a family.
For her efforts to serve, educate, and
inspire those around her, Montana is
sincerely thankful. Thank you, Jenny.e

———————

REMEMBERING COLONEL EDWIN
DON STRICKFADEN

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, my col-
league Senator MIKE CRAPO joins me
today in honoring the life of Colonel
Edwin Don Strickfaden, who dedicated
35 years to protecting the citizens of
Idaho through his service in Idaho law
enforcement.

Colonel Strickfaden led the Idaho
State Police, ISP, with distinction,
serving as director when two Idaho law
enforcement agencies were combined
to form one ISP and leading the force
to accomplish many law enforcement
successes furthering the security of our
communities. Current Idaho State Po-
lice director Colonel Ralph Powell rec-
ognized Colonel Strickfaden as a
‘“‘champion for all law enforcement
throughout the state,” and a ‘‘char-
ismatic leader’” who ‘“‘worked tirelessly
to keep us safe.” Colonel Strickfaden—
Ed to most of us—joined Idaho law en-
forcement in 1967 after serving 4 years
in the U.S. Air Force. A native Ida-
hoan, Ed was born on August 3, 1945, to
Don and Ruth Strickfaden in Nez
Perce, ID, and served many commu-
nities throughout Idaho before retiring
in 2002 making a home with his wife,
Barbara, in Salmon, ID. Barbara has
worked for my Gubernatorial and U.S.
Senate offices, which has given us more
opportunities to interact with this re-
markable Idahoan.

Colonel Strickfaden was known for
his thoughtful, reasoned, and inspiring
leadership. Although this example of
his bravery and devotion to helping
others was already highlighted in a
2003 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD statement,
it is worthy of repeating as it is em-
blematic of how he served. Colonel
Strickfaden was honored by then-Gov-
ernor Cecil Andrus for diving into the
icy December waters of the Clearwater
River to rescue a woman from a sub-
merged vehicle. His sense of duty and
clear empathy for the people he served
was an outstanding example to many.

Colonel Strickfaden made an extraor-
dinary difference in the lives of Ida-
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hoans he served and the many who
knew him. We thank him for his out-
standing service as we join his family,
including Barbara and their beloved
children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchild and many friends in mourn-
ing his passing and honoring his loving
legacy.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO HOT SHOTS INC.

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, known for
its diverse natural resources and awe-
inspiring landscapes, Idaho is a place of
countless possibilities, where citizens
with determination and ambition can
lay the foundation for their own suc-
cess. I am particularly proud of my
home State’s entrepreneurs who con-
tinue to pioneer new enterprises that
bring our communities together and in-
spire a creative spirit in Idahoans
across the State. These traits are well
represented in this month’s Small
Business of the Month. As chairman of
the Senate Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship, I am
pleased to honor Hot Shots Inc. deliv-
ery service as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Month for March 2017.

Founded by Lance and Mary Curtis,
Hot Shots Inc. is a family-owned and
operated small business headquartered
in Boise, ID. The innovative vision of
the company is driven by a manage-
ment team with over 50 years of com-
bined experience in courier services.
Hot Shots Inc. has provided delivery
services in the Boise area since 1998.
Their offerings are distinct in that
they are capable of delivering anything
from small parcels to large freight
throughout the Treasure Valley, Sun
Valley, Magic Valley, and Twin Falls,
all with a same-day guarantee. Over
the years, this company has earned and
maintained a high level of trust in the
Boise area, as is evident through their
special delivery service which allows
them to access a number of secure lo-
cations such as corporate, banking,
medical, government, and military
sites. Part of what makes Hot Shots
Inc. a successful enterprise is its use of
modern technology, specifically its uti-
lization of an online ordering system, a
GPS package tracking system, and an
email notification system. The com-
pany has adapted with technological
advances, making all of these changes
to support mobile transactions. All of
these advances help instill confidence
in every customer that his or her pack-
age, parcel, or shipment will arrive on
time. This commitment to customer
service has helped the company excel
in its field and allowed Hot Shots Inc.
to enter new markets such as
warehousing.

Hot Shots Inc. has been a pillar of
the community since they first opened
their doors. This family-run business
has displayed its commitment to the
Boise community in a variety of ways,
whether by delivering diapers for the
Idaho Diaper Bank or through their
support of the Idaho Foodbank Back-
pack Program, among other commu-
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nity service activities. I would like to
extend my sincerest congratulations to
Lance and Mary Curtis and the em-
ployees of Hot Shots Inc. for being cho-
sen as the March 2017 Small Business of
the Month. You make our great State
proud, and I look forward to watching
your continued growth and success.®

————

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PURCHASE OF ALASKA

e Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President,
today, March 30, marks that 150th an-
niversary of the date when President
Andrew Johnson signed the treaty with
Russia for the purchase of Alaska. It is
a big day for my State, and for the past
few months, I have been diving into the
archives and doing some research
about the treaty and about the first
few years of challenges following the
signing. As you can imagine, building a
State out of a frontier, particularly
one so far away from the rest of the
country and in such an extreme cli-
mate, was challenging, to say the least.
It demanded, and still does, a certain
kind of person with a certain kind of
toughness, vision, and a determination
to work for the good of all. Let me give
you an example of what it has required.

Some members of the first territorial
legislature in 1913—46 years after the
purchase—who lived in far flung places
faced a challenge. Specifically how to
get to Juneau to begin to hash out cre-
ating the rules of a new territory.

Of course, there were no commercial
airlines in those days—no snow ma-
chines, so four members from Nome—
lawyers, miners, and businessmen—
hitched up their dog teams, headed to
Valdez, and took a steamship to Ju-
neau. It took them nearly 2 months to
get there. When they did arrive, the
first order of business was this: grant-
ing women the right to vote, 7 years
before Congress ratified the 19th
Amendment.

That is the heritage of every one in
Alaska, and that is the same spirit, of
traveling far against the odds, to do
what is right, that still animates my
great State. It animates people who
haven’t even been to Alaska. My State
is more than a place with set geo-
graphic boundaries. My State is also an
idea, a dream; it goes beyond borders
and represents so much about America
that we hold dear: beauty, freedom,
self-sufficiency. It has been this way
even before Alaska became a terri-
tory—when a group of people, led by
former Secretary of State William
Seward, pushed the country to buy
Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million. As
has been proven, that was a good deal.

Every week, I have been coming
down to recognize an Alaskan of the
Week, a special person who gives their
time, energy, and talents to making
our State the best in the country.

Today I want to speak about some-
one who I will call an honorary Alas-
kan. Today I would like to name Sen-
ator Charles Sumner our posthumous
Alaskan of the Week. Senator Sumner
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never set foot in my State, but he
knew Alaska well. We are a State be-
cause of him, and others, including
Secretary of State William Seward,
who had vision and tenacity.

Senator Sumner was born on January
6, 1811, in Boston, MA. He was a lawyer,
a professor, and then a politician. He
was a man of purpose, principle, and
many, many words and opinions. In
fact, he was nearly caned to death
while working in the Senate Chambers,
by one of his colleagues—a congress-
man from the South—for expressing his
opinions on the horrors of slavery. It
was a deplorable act, and it cast a pall
of shame over this body for years. Sen-
ator Sumner never really recovered,
but after a long convalescence, he set
his sights on the Alaska Purchase.

He was skeptical, at first, until Sec-
retary of State Seward got his ear, and
he immersed himself into the accounts
of the promise of this new territory,
which turned him into an ardent sup-
porter. On April, 8, 1867, Senator Sum-
ner, using only notecards, gave a 3-
hour speech on the Senate floor about
our State.

He spoke of Alaska’s abundant re-
sources. He saw the Pacific as the
ocean of the future and argued that
Alaska is the key to that future. He
spoke of the treasures—the gold in our
land, the veins of coal, our huge min-
eral deposits, and the treasures below
the Arctic Ocean. He talked about the
“multitudes of fish,”” the thousands of
acres of timber, and the opening of new
trade routes.

He and others saw in Alaska the
‘“Eden of the North’—a future which
would entail up to 1 million self-suffi-
cient Americans supported by the re-
sources of the land. Owning Alaska
would give us greater control of the
next ‘‘great theater of action’ in the
Arctic and Asia-Pacific, for both na-
tional security and economic reason.

In the new territory of Alaska,
“Commerce will find new arms; the
country new defenders, the national
flag new hands to bear it aloft,” Sen-
ator Sumner argued. A ‘‘boundless and
glorious future,” awaits, he and other
supporters argued.

Senator Sumner ended his epic 1867
speech by arguing that the whole terri-
tory, not just the peninsula, should be
given the name by the people who lived
here. “‘It should be indigenous, origi-
nal, coming from the soil,” he said.

““Alaska,” he concluded, ‘‘the great
land.”
The day after Sumner’s Senate

speech, the once-skeptical U.S. Senate
approved the purchase by a vote of 37
to 2. One hundred and fifty years later,
Alaska has made good on that early
promise. We have contributed enor-
mous resources to our country. We are
vital to our country’s national defense,
our national pride, and our economic
growth. We still have the vision of Sec-
retary of State Seward and Senator
Sumner driving us toward a brighter
future. Thanks to Senator Sumner and
to the people of Massachusetts who
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gave us such a brave leader—our hon-
orary Alaskan of the Week.®

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 9:35 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1430. An act to prohibit the Environ-
mental Protection Agency from proposing,
finalizing, or disseminating regulations or
assessments based upon science that is not
transparent or reproducible.

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED

The message further announced that
the Speaker has signed the following
enrolled joint resolution:

S.J. Res. 34. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Federal Communications Com-
mission relating to ‘‘Protecting the Privacy
of Customers of Broadband and Other Tele-
communications Services”’.

The enrolled joint resolution was
subsequently signed by the President
pro tempore (Mr. HATCH).

At 1:00 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1431. An act to amend the Environ-
mental Research, Development, and Dem-
onstration Authorization Act of 1978 to pro-
vide for Scientific Advisory Board member
qualifications, public participation, and for
other purposes.

———
MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1430. An act to prohibit the Environ-
mental Protection Agency from proposing,
finalizing, or disseminating regulations or
assessments based upon science that is not
transparent or reproducible; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

H.R. 1431. An act to amend the Environ-
mental Research, Development, and Dem-
onstration Authorization Act of 1978 to pro-
vide for Scientific Advisory Board member
qualifications, public participation, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

———

MEASURES DISCHARGED

The following joint resolution was
discharged by petition, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 802(c), and placed on the cal-
endar:

S.J. Res. 19. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Bureau of Consumer Financial
Protection relating to prepaid accounts
under the Electronic Fund Transfer Act and
the Truth in Lending Act.

————
ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION
PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, March 30, 2017, she had
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presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
joint resolution:

S.J. Res 34. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Federal Communications Com-
mission relating to ‘‘Protecting the Privacy
of Customers of Broadband and Other Tele-
communications Services”.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
without amendment:

S. 110. A bill to require the Secretary of
Commerce, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, to establish a con-
stituent-driven program to provide a digital
information platform capable of efficiently
integrating coastal data with decision-sup-
port tools, training, and best practices and
to support collection of priority coastal
geospatial data to inform and improve local,
State, regional, and Federal capacities to
manage the coastal region, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 115-14).

S. 129. A bill to reauthorize and amend the
National Sea Grant College Program Act,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115-15).

S. 168. A bill to amend and enhance certain
maritime programs of the Department of
Transportation (Rept. No. 115-16).

By Mr. ISAKSON, from the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Legislative and
Oversight Activities During the 114th Con-
gress by the Senate Committee on Veterans’
Affairs” (Rept. No. 115-17).

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation:

Special Report entitled ‘“‘Report on the
Legislative Activities of the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation During the 114th Congress’’ (Rept. No.
115-18).

By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Committee
on the Judiciary:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Report on the Ac-
tivities of the Senate Committee on the Ju-
diciary During the 114th Congress’” (Rept.
No. 115-19).

By Mr. SHELBY, from the Committee on
Rules and Administration:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Review of Legis-
lative Activity During the 114th Congress’”
(Rept. No. 115-20).

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 141. A bill to improve understanding and
forecasting of space weather events, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 115-21).

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Legislative Ac-
tivities Report of the Committee on Foreign
Relations, United States Senate, One Hun-
dred Fourteenth Congress” (Rept. No. 115
22).

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. ROBERTS for the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

*Sonny Perdue, of Georgia, to be Secretary
of Agriculture.
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