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To understand where this Executive 

order comes from, I think it is impor-
tant to see where we were before this 
administration took office. Put simply, 
the United States was already on track 
to achieve energy independence. Our 
country is producing a tremendous 
amount of low-cost energy. Since 2008, 
solar energy production has grown 
more than 50-fold, wind power is up 3- 
fold, and oil production in the United 
States of America is up 75 percent. In 
fact, 5 years ago, we began producing 
more oil than we import. 

You can see on this slide that over 
the period of time that the Obama ad-
ministration was in office, oil produc-
tion rose like this, and net imports 
have gone like this—an important fact 
considering our geopolitical situation 
in the world. We are also now pro-
ducing so much natural gas that facili-
ties that were built originally to im-
port gas are now being reengineered to 
export gas from the United States. I, 
along with other people in this Cham-
ber, have worked hard to try to make 
sure those facilities are expedited so 
we can get the benefit of that exported 
natural gas. 

Even before President Trump rode to 
the rescue with his Executive order, 
the Wall Street Journal told us that 
exports of natural gas could more than 
double over the next 5 years, just based 
on what we are doing already. We are 
also using energy far more efficiently 
in our homes, our appliances, and our 
automobiles, which is why the adminis-
tration’s action to reverse higher fuel 
standards last week—well, I just would 
say, talk about a solution in search of 
a problem. That is one. 

There is not a person in Colorado 
who said to me: Michael, do you know 
what we ought to do? We ought to re-
duce the fuel efficiency standards on 
automobiles. We ought to create a reg-
ulatory environment where the United 
States can’t sell competitive auto-
mobiles in the world. Nobody has said 
that because not only are they con-
cerned about climate, they are con-
cerned that we lead the world when it 
comes to innovation. And that order, 
just like a budget that cuts the EPA by 
30 percent, that targets the climate sci-
entists at the EPA, that targets the 
satellites that are above our heads so 
that we can’t see what is happening on 
our planet—this is all so we can perpet-
uate a willful view that climate change 
doesn’t exist, and it is the same thing 
with this Executive order. 

All of the trends that are in place 
right now—right before this adminis-
tration took office—have combined to 
reduce our reliance on foreign energy 
in recent years, even as our economy 
has grown and average prices at the 
pump, because of the abundant supply, 
remain under $2.30. We are just a few 
years away from exporting as much oil 
and gas as we import. That is impor-
tant for our country. 

Colorado has been a huge part of 
America’s growing energy independ-
ence and, by extension, our national se-

curity. That is because in many ways 
Colorado led the way in developing a 
commonsense approach to expanding 
energy production while ensuring clean 
air and a healthy planet. We brought 
environmentalists together with the 
oil and gas industry to develop one of 
the first State limits on methane pol-
lution. It became a model for the coun-
try. We passed the first voter-led re-
newable energy standard in the Nation, 
which became a model for the country. 
We established our own limits on car-
bon pollution at the State level, and in 
this process we have created 13,000 re-
newable energy jobs, with wind jobs 
alone expected to triple by 2020. On av-
erage, these jobs pay over $50,000. This 
is not some Bolshevik experiment or 
some socialist experiment. These are 
manufacturing jobs in the United 
States of America, in Colorado, that 
would not be there if it hadn’t been for 
the policy decisions that were made in 
this body and in other parts of Wash-
ington, DC, and the supply chain that 
goes along with those manufactured 
turbines is critically important to our 
economy. At the same time we were 
doing all that, we preserved over 56,000 
oil and gas jobs, even as drilling has 
slowed because of, again, abundant sup-
ply, to say nothing of the jobs Colorado 
has created just because it is a place 
where other people would like to live. 
They want to come to Colorado, as 
they want to go to Nevada, because 
there is a high quality of life. There is 
a lot of sunshine in both places. 

I am pleased to have the chance to 
work with the Senator from Nevada to 
make sure we not only extended the in-
vestment tax credit with respect to 
solar, but we put language in there to-
gether—Republicans and Democrats to-
gether—to create an idea that those 
credits would kick in at the beginning 
of construction, not having to wait 
until the end. That has made a big dif-
ference to our solar industry. 

Long ago, the State of Colorado and, 
I would say, many other States have 
broken past the false choice between 
our economy and the environment. 
That is the course we have charted in 
Colorado, and if the President were se-
rious about energy independence, he 
would support that approach. Instead, 
he is trying to undermine it with this 
new order. By undoing national stand-
ards for carbon pollution, the order 
threatens to undercut our thriving 
clean energy industry. There are 465 
solar and wind businesses across our 
State supporting over $8 billion in in-
vestments. By retreating from the 
fight against climate change, the order 
recklessly endangers Colorado’s $646 
billion outdoor recreation industry, 
not to mention the health of our na-
tional forests that line the banks of 
some of the most vital watersheds in 
America. 

As the President targets our environ-
ment and clean energy economy with 
this Executive order, he has dressed it 
up as something good for jobs, as he did 
during the campaign. Yesterday, the 

President stood before a group of coal 
miners and promised to ‘‘cancel job- 
killing regulations’’ and ‘‘put our min-
ers back to work.’’ 

Just 2 weeks ago, I was on the West-
ern Slope of Colorado, a region with a 
number of mining communities. These 
communities, some of whom have 
helped invent hydraulic fracture and 
directional drilling, know that their 
challenges have far more to do with 
low prices and competition from nat-
ural gas than from the EPA. They 
know that their way of life and the 
way of life of communities like theirs 
all across the United States require 
real solutions to help them grow and 
diversify their economies. These com-
munities get it. They understand it, 
but the President clearly does not. 

Just yesterday, the Wall Street Jour-
nal ran this article entitled ‘‘Despite 
Trump Move on Climate Change, Utili-
ties’ Shift from Coal Is Set to Con-
tinue.’’ According to the article, last 
year, power from coal plants fell while 
power from natural gas rose 35 percent. 
Nationwide major utilities are shed-
ding coal and increasing natural gas 
and renewables. That is the reality of 
our energy market and of the global 
economy, but this administration, 
when it comes to energy and when it 
comes to climate, is not operating in 
reality. It is operating amongst polit-
ical slogans. It is operating in the the-
ater of the absurd, where policies have 
no relationship to problems, facts don’t 
matter, and false promises to strug-
gling Americans are just another polit-
ical tactic to win a cable news cycle. 

The American people deserve so 
much better. Colorado deserves so 
much better than that. That is why 
today I am introducing a bill alongside 
more than 30 Senators to rescind this 
disastrous order, protect American 
jobs, and preserve our path toward en-
ergy independence. The stakes could 
not be higher for our kids, our planet, 
and our economy. We cannot let this 
stand. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 102—RE-
AFFIRMING THE STRATEGIC 
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO, 
AND RECOGNIZING BILATERAL 
COOPERATION THAT ADVANCES 
THE NATIONAL SECURITY AND 
NATIONAL INTERESTS OF BOTH 
COUNTRIES 
Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 

CARDIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
MCCAIN, and Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 102 

Whereas the people of United States and 
Mexico enjoy shared cultural and economic 
ties and both nations share common values 
based on the desire to achieve peace, secu-
rity, and prosperity in their respective coun-
tries; 
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Whereas the Governments of the United 

States and Mexico engage in bilateral co-
operation on a broad range of issues that di-
rectly benefits each country’s national secu-
rity and national interests; 

Whereas the United States and Mexico 
enjoy close diplomatic cooperation and Mex-
ico has consistently voted with the United 
States at the United Nations on challenges 
related to Syria, North Korea, and Ukraine, 
as well as at the Organization of American 
States on issues related to Venezuela; 

Whereas Mexico is an important security 
and defense partner to the United States, 
and regularly participates in training activi-
ties in coordination with United States 
Northern Command (NORTHCOM) and the 
North American Aerospace Defense Com-
mand (NORAD); 

Whereas consecutive United States and 
Mexican administrations have increased bi-
lateral defense and law enforcement coopera-
tion on counterterrorism and counter-
narcotics issues, including the illicit traf-
ficking of weapons, money, people, and drugs 
across the United States Southern Border; 

Whereas the Government of Mexico has 
utilized its military and Federal Police to 
combat the transnational criminal organiza-
tions that have waged campaigns of ruthless 
violence against the Mexican people and 
trafficked an immeasurable quantity of ille-
gal drugs into the United States that have 
taken the lives of far too many Americans; 

Whereas the administration of President 
Enrique Peña Nieto has extradited more 
than 270 individuals facing criminal charges 
to the United States, including Joaquin ‘‘El 
Chapo’’ Guzman on January 19, 2017; 

Whereas the Government of Mexico has 
initiated an effort to reduce the growing do-
mestic production of heroin through the 
eradication of poppy and destruction of labs 
used to make heroin; 

Whereas Mexico has sought to improve 
anti-corruption efforts at the local, State, 
and Federal level by adopting a national 
anticorruption system and starting a transi-
tion from a presidentially appointed attor-
ney general’s office to a more independent 
prosecutor general’s office selected by the 
Mexican Senate; 

Whereas, through the Merida Initiative, 
which was launched in 2008, the Governments 
of the United States and Mexico have col-
laborated to combat organized crime, 
strengthen the rule of law, advance judicial 
reform, and address challenges to human 
rights in Mexico, including the involvement 
of security forces in extrajudicial killings of 
civilians, the disappearances of more than 
23,000 individuals, and the unresolved forced 
disappearance of 43 students in Guerrero 
State in 2014; 

Whereas the Governments of the United 
States and Mexico collaborate on a broad 
range of initiatives to strengthen the bilat-
eral commercial and economic relationship, 
including the ongoing High Level Economic 
Dialogue, launched in 2013 to bring together 
cabinet officials from both countries to pro-
mote economic growth, job creation, a mod-
ern and efficient border, and competitive-
ness; 

Whereas the United States and Mexico con-
ducted $583,600,000,000 in trade in goods and 
services in 2015, according to the Office of 
the U.S. Trade Representative; 

Whereas Mexico is the United States’ sec-
ond largest export market and third largest 
trading partner; 

Whereas trade with Mexico and Canada 
supports nearly 14,000,000 United States jobs; 
and 

Whereas United States and Mexican citi-
zens collaborate on a broad range of initia-
tives to foster entrepreneurship, innovation, 

and educational exchanges: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) reaffirms the strategic partnership be-

tween the United States and Mexico, which 
is vital for the national security and eco-
nomic well-being of both nations; 

(2) supports continued diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and security cooperation between the 
United States and Mexico, including under-
taking joint efforts to address the common 
security challenges and opportunities for im-
proved commerce that exist across their 
nearly 2,000 mile border; 

(3) encourages enhanced security coopera-
tion between the United States and Mexican 
militaries and law enforcement agencies to 
address common challenges such as counter-
terrorism and counternarcotics, including 
the increased trafficking of heroin and 
fentanyl; 

(4) commits to continue the United States 
Government’s partnership with the Govern-
ment of Mexico to combat the transnational 
criminal organizations that are undermining 
the rule of law in Mexico and projecting 
their influence in the form of illicit traf-
ficking of weapons, money, people, and drugs 
across the United States Southern Border; 

(5) supports efforts by the Government of 
Mexico to strengthen the rule of law, reduce 
corruption, and advance civil and human 
rights; and 

(6) remains committed to a relationship 
between the United States and Mexico that 
is based on mutual respect and the pro-
motion of shared democratic values and 
principles. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 103—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 29, 2017, AS 
‘‘VIETNAM VETERANS DAY’’ 

Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr. 
MANCHIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 103 

Whereas the Vietnam War was fought in 
the Republic of Vietnam from 1955 to 1975 
and involved regular forces from the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam and Viet Cong 
guerrilla forces in armed conflict with the 
United States Armed Forces, the armed 
forces of allies of the United States, and the 
armed forces of the Republic of Vietnam; 

Whereas the United States Armed Forces 
became involved in Vietnam because the 
United States Government wanted to provide 
direct support by the Armed Forces to the 
Government of the Republic of Vietnam to 
defend against the growing threat of Com-
munism from the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam; 

Whereas members of the United States 
Armed Forces began serving in an advisory 
role to the Government of South Vietnam in 
1955; 

Whereas as a result of the Gulf of Tonkin 
incidents on August 2 and 4, 1964, Congress 
overwhelmingly passed the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution (Public Law 88–408) on August 7, 
1964, which provided to the President of the 
United States the authority to use armed 
force to assist the Republic of Vietnam in 
the defense of its freedom against the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam; 

Whereas, in 1965, United States Armed 
Forces ground combat units arrived in the 
Republic of Vietnam to join an already 
present 23,000 United States Armed Forces 
personnel; 

Whereas, by September 1965, there were be-
tween 150,000 and 190,000 United States 
Armed Forces troops in Vietnam, and by 
1969, a peak number of United States Armed 

Forces troops in Vietnam of approximately 
549,500 troops was reached, including United 
States Armed Forces members supporting 
the combat operations from Thailand, Cam-
bodia, Laos, and aboard Navy vessels; 

Whereas, on January 27, 1973, the Agree-
ment on Ending the War in Vietnam and Re-
storing Peace (commonly known as the 
‘‘Paris Peace Accords’’) was signed, which re-
quired the release of all United States pris-
oners-of-war held in North Vietnam and the 
withdrawal of all United States Armed 
Forces from South Vietnam; 

Whereas, on March 29, 1973, the United 
States Armed Forces completed the with-
drawal of combat units and combat support 
units from South Vietnam; 

Whereas, on April 30, 1975, North Viet-
namese regular forces captured Saigon, the 
capital of South Vietnam, effectively placing 
South Vietnam under Communist control; 

Whereas more than 58,000 members of the 
United States Armed Forces lost their lives 
in the Vietnam War, and more than 300,000 
members of the United States Armed Forces 
were wounded in Vietnam; 

Whereas, in 1982, the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial was dedicated in the District of 
Columbia to commemorate the members of 
the United States Armed Forces who died or 
were declared missing-in-action in Vietnam; 

Whereas the Vietnam War was an ex-
tremely divisive issue among the people of 
the United States and a conflict that caused 
a generation of veterans to wait too long for 
the United States public to acknowledge and 
honor the efforts and services of those vet-
erans; 

Whereas members of the United States 
Armed Forces who served bravely and faith-
fully for the United States during the Viet-
nam War were often wrongly criticized for 
the decisions of policymakers that were be-
yond the control of those members of the 
United States Armed Forces; and 

Whereas designating March 29, 2017, as 
‘‘Vietnam Veterans Day’’ would be an appro-
priate way to honor the members of the 
United States Armed Forces who served in 
South Vietnam and throughout Southeast 
Asia during the Vietnam War: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 29, 2017, as ‘‘Vietnam 

Veterans Day’’; 
(2) honors and recognizes the contributions 

of veterans who served in the United States 
Armed Forces in Vietnam or in support of 
operations in Vietnam during war and during 
peace; 

(3) encourages States and local govern-
ments to designate March 29, 2017, as ‘‘Viet-
nam Veterans Day’’; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Vietnam Veterans Day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities 
that— 

(A) provide the appreciation that veterans 
of the Vietnam War deserve; 

(B) demonstrate the resolve that the peo-
ple of the United States shall never forget 
the sacrifices and service of a generation of 
veterans who served in the Vietnam War; 

(C) promote awareness of the faithful serv-
ice and contributions of the veterans of the 
Vietnam War— 

(i) during service in the United States 
Armed Forces; and 

(ii) to the communities of the veterans 
since returning home; 

(D) promote awareness of the importance 
of entire communities empowering veterans 
and the families of veterans in helping the 
veterans readjust to civilian life after serv-
ice in the United States Armed Forces; and 

(E) promote opportunities for veterans of 
the Vietnam War— 
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