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Crockett, and the National Rifle Asso-
ciation, are all supportive of this reso-
lution, as are every Fish and Wildlife 
Service State agency, including from 
New Mexico, including from New Jer-
sey. They are all supportive of our res-
olution. 

To have our colleagues come down 
here and say ‘‘Those Alaskans don’t 
know what they are doing’’ when we 
have the record of well-managed fish 
and game, awards every year from the 
Department of the Interior and oth-
ers—to have them come down here 
with very little knowledge of my State 
is not the humility that I think is 
needed in this body. 

So I ask all my colleagues to vote in 
favor of this resolution. It is backed by 
law. It is backed by millions of Ameri-
cans in every State. It is very impor-
tant to the people of Alaska, particu-
larly those who live a subsistence life-
style. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
Mr. President, I yield back the time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority time is yielded back. 
All time is yielded back. 
The joint resolution was ordered to a 

third reading and was read the third 
time. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The joint resolution having been read 
the third time, the question is, Shall 
the joint resolution pass? 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk called the 

roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
DAINES). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 92 Leg.] 

YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
McCain 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Strange 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—47 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 

Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Harris 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 

McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Peters 

Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Stabenow 
Tester 

Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

Isakson 

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 69) 
was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW ACT 
RESOLUTION 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I 
want to mention that I am very grati-
fied by my colleagues—by the way, on 
both sides of the aisle. It was a bipar-
tisan vote. H.J. Res. 69, as the Pre-
siding Officer just mentioned, has 
passed the Senate and will soon be 
going to the White House for a signa-
ture by President Trump. That is a res-
olution—now a law—that will be head-
ing to the White House. It is not just 
important for Alaska, but, as the Pre-
siding Officer and I were talking about, 
for any American who believes in fed-
eralism, State control over our land, 
and the Tenth Amendment. That is 
what was at stake. 

For my State a lot more was at 
stake—subsistence rights, the ability 
to continue to hunt in the ways that 
we have been doing for generations in 
Alaska. So I just want to thank all the 
Alaskans—hundreds—including the 
State of Alaska Board of Game, the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 
our Governor and his attorney general, 
who filed suit against the Federal Gov-
ernment over this issue. Obviously, it 
is all going to be resolved right now, 
right here, because of this vote. 

I want to thank all the Alaskans who 
played such an important role, the 
groups that I talked about in my re-
marks outside of Alaska that represent 
millions of Americans—the conserva-
tionists, the people who love the out-
doors, and hunters who also weighed in 
and in a very powerful way to make 
sure that this resolution passed. So I 
want to thank them all. 

f 

ELECTION IN ECUADOR 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, article 2 
of chapter I of the Charter of the Orga-
nization of American States, of which 
Ecuador is a party, states that one of 
the OAS’s purposes is ‘‘to promote and 
consolidate representative democracy, 
with due respect for the principle of 
nonintervention.’’ 

I mention this because the second 
round of Ecuador’s Presidential elec-
tion is scheduled for April 2, less than 
2 weeks away. In the first round, Lenin 
Moreno, who is supported by outgoing 
President Correa, received 39 percent 
and his opponent, Guillermo Lasso, re-
ceived 28 percent, so it is a hotly con-
tested election. 

But democracy is about more than 
elections. There is no institution more 
fundamental to democracy than a free 
and independent press. A free press 
helps protect the rule of law, to ensure 
that no person or group is above the 
rules and procedures that govern a 
democratic society. A free press helps 
ensure transparency to prod govern-
ments to be honest and accountable to 
their citizens. 

Although wavering at times, Ecuador 
has a history of democratic govern-
ment of which its citizens can be 
proud. It has a long tradition of recog-
nizing the importance of freedom of 
the press. Ecuador’s first constitution, 
written in 1830, stipulated that ‘‘every 
citizen can express their thoughts and 
publish them freely through the press.’’ 
Ecuador’s 1998 constitution guaranteed 
the right of journalists and social com-
municators to ‘‘seek, receive, learn, 
and disseminate’’ events of general in-
terest, with the goal of ‘‘preserving the 
values of the community.’’ Even Ecua-
dor’s current constitution protects the 
right ‘‘to voice one’s opinion and ex-
press one’s thinking freely and in all of 
its forms and manifestations,’’ and the 
right to ‘‘associate, assemble and ex-
press oneself freely and voluntarily.’’ 

Yet, since President Correa was first 
elected, freedom of the press has been 
under assault. He has called the inde-
pendent press his ‘‘greatest enemy.’’ He 
sought to intimidate and silence his 
critics in the media and civil society, 
like Janet Hinostroza, El Universo, 
Vanguardia, El Comercio, Xavier 
Bonilla, and Fundamedios. He publicly 
vilified Dr. Catalina Botero, a re-
spected Colombian lawyer and former 
OAS Special Rapporteur for Freedom 
of Expression. He pursued criminal 
charges against columnists and news-
paper owners who had criticized his 
policies. During this period, the num-
ber of state-owned media organizations 
exploded, growing from just one gov-
ernment-run news outlet to a media 
conglomerate that today is made up of 
more than a dozen outlets echoing the 
government’s self-serving declarations. 
These actions are a threat to democ-
racy, and they damaged relations with 
the United States. 

On April 2, when the people of Ecua-
dor elect their next President, they 
alone will decide Ecuador’s future. 
What is important at this stage is to 
ensure that the electoral process is free 
and fair, that the press can participate 
freely, and that the election is open to 
international observers, including the 
OAS. 

Whoever wins on April 2, I hope Ec-
uador’s next President is someone who 
genuinely believes in the freedoms of 
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expression and association that are en-
shrined in Ecuador’s Constitution. I 
hope he defends the right of a free 
press, an independent judiciary, and 
the right of civil society organizations 
to function without government inter-
ference. These rights are part of the 
foundation of the representative de-
mocracy referenced in the OAS Char-
ter. The alternative is unaccountable 
government. That is, in fact, where Ec-
uador was heading, after President 
Correa orchestrated the adoption of a 
new constitution in order to run for re-
election in 2009 and again in 2013. 

I hope the result on April 2 will sig-
nify a commitment to uphold Ecua-
dor’s Constitution and the beginning of 
a new relationship with the United 
States, based on a common devotion to 
the fundamental rights of citizens. 

f 

THE RULE OF LAW IN 
GUATEMALA 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 
call the Senate’s attention to the cur-
rent situation in Guatemala, where up-
holding the rule of law has too often 
been the exception rather than the 
rule. 

For centuries, most Guatemalans had 
no access to justice. This was exacer-
bated during—and in the years since— 
the civil war, when an estimated 200,000 
people were killed or disappeared. Most 
of them were innocent victims of the 
armed forces, and only a small number 
of the military officers and their ac-
complices who were responsible have 
been punished. In fact, the armed 
forces and their benefactors have for 
the most part successfully avoided jus-
tice, by threatening prosecutors and 
witnesses and paying off judges. 

At the same time, Guatemala is expe-
riencing the corrosive effects of drug 
gangs, smugglers, and organized crime. 
Former President Perez Molina is 
under arrest, and other high-ranking 
officials have been implicated in cor-
ruption. Rampant gang violence and a 
lack of job opportunities have caused 
tens of thousands of Guatemalans, in-
cluding unaccompanied minors, to seek 
safety and employment in the United 
States. 

Two individuals, Thelma Aldana, 
Guatemala’s Attorney General, and 
Ivan Velasquez, the head of CICIG, the 
International Commission Against Im-
punity in Guatemala, have been coura-
geously investigating these high-pro-
file cases and working diligently to 
bring those responsible to justice. Both 
are respected former judges, Aldana a 
Guatemalan and Velasquez a Colom-
bian. 

The United States, with the support 
of Democrats and Republicans in Con-
gress, has provided funding to both of 
their offices. 

It is difficult, dangerous work. They 
have received anonymous threats in an 
attempt to intimidate them, and there 
is a concern that President Morales 
may oppose the renewal of Mr. 
Velasquez’s term of duty, which ends in 

September, or request the U.N. Sec-
retary General to remove or replace 
Mr. Velasquez. 

This would be of great concern be-
cause no democracy can survive with-
out the rule of law, and there can be no 
rule of law without independent inves-
tigators, prosecutors, and judges. 

In Guatemala, with its history of im-
punity, Thelma Aldana and Ivan 
Velasquez are making history by show-
ing the Guatemalan people that justice 
is possible. It is possible even in cases 
in which the perpetrators are high- 
ranking government officials, members 
of their families, or others with wealth 
and power who have long evaded jus-
tice. 

Guatemala needs our support to re-
duce poverty and malnutrition, im-
prove education, combat crime, reform 
the police, and strengthen its economy 
and public institutions, but none of 
that can be achieved or sustained with-
out political will and a transparent, ac-
countable justice system. I know this 
from my own experience, first as a 
prosecutor, and more recently as the 
senior member of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

I have been here a long time, in fact 
longer than any other Senator. I know 
Guatemala’s history and the daunting 
challenges it faces. Its people deserve 
better, and they need leaders who re-
spect the rule of law. 

If Guatemala’s leaders support Thel-
ma Aldana and Ivan Velasquez for as 
long they are willing to make the per-
sonal sacrifice and continue their im-
portant work, we will do our part by 
supporting the Alliance for Prosperity, 
but if there are attempts to undermine 
or curtail the work of these two out-
standing prosecutors, then Guate-
mala’s leaders should look elsewhere 
for support. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. HARRY CHEN 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, for over a 
decade, Vermont has been named one 
of the healthiest States in the Nation. 
For those who know the tireless dedi-
cation of Vermont’s Commissioner of 
Health, Dr. Harry Chen, this fact is not 
surprising. Dr. Chen recently made the 
difficult decision to not seek re-
appointment. He leaves behind a legacy 
which future leaders will undoubtedly 
follow. 

Dr. Chen has long graced Vermont as 
a top leader in healthcare. Before his 
appointment as health commissioner 
in 2011, Dr. Chen served in the Vermont 
House of Representatives from 2004 to 
2008 and in his last term was the vice 
chair of the Health Care Committee. In 
2008, he was honored with the Physi-
cian Award for Community Service by 
the Vermont State Medical Society. 

Prior to his election to the State leg-
islature, Dr. Chen worked for more 
than 20 years as an emergency room 
physician and medical director at the 
Rutland Regional Medical Center. Dr. 
Chen also served on the clinical faculty 
at the University of Vermont’s College 

of Medicine and as vice chair of the 
University of Vermont’s board of trust-
ees. He obtained his medical degree and 
completed his residency at the Univer-
sity of Oregon’s school of medicine as 
chief resident. 

Dr. Chen’s work to improve public 
health awareness and education has 
long made Vermont a nationwide lead-
er in healthcare. As Vermont’s Com-
missioner of Health since 2011 and 
briefly as the interim Secretary of 
Health and Human Services from 2014 
to 2015, Dr. Chen led the charge to ex-
pand public health education and re-
sources across the State. Dr. Chen was 
especially instrumental in the fight 
against opioid and substance abuse. I 
was proud when he testified at the field 
hearing I held on the issue while rank-
ing member of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee in 2014. In the years after, 
he worked to strengthen State re-
sources for treatment and education 
programs. He has worked to improve 
the State’s prescription drug moni-
toring system in order to curb harmful 
opioid prescribing and misuse. 

Dr. Chen also led efforts to reduce to-
bacco, marijuana, and alcohol use 
among youth. In 2013, he and I worked 
to secure a $10 million grant from the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, SAMHSA, to 
expand substance abuse efforts in 
Vermont among young adults at risk of 
developing habits in alcohol, tobacco, 
marijuana, and illicit drug use. Since 
his efforts, the conversation regarding 
youth substance abuse, especially on 
marijuana, has become a major public 
health discussion in the Vermont 
Statehouse and beyond. He also worked 
to expand nutrition education in 
schools and to increase awareness sur-
rounding the importance of vaccines. 
For instance, 2 years ago, after the 
outbreak of Ebola, Dr. Chen worked 
with Vermont’s top health facilities to 
strengthen defenses against the dis-
ease, while educating patients on the 
importance of disease prevention. He 
also led efforts to increase vaccina-
tions for children in efforts to prevent 
the spread of disease at school. 

Dr. Chen’s dedication to public 
health promotion did not stop at the 
State level. In 2009, Dr. Chen testified 
before the Senate Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions Committee on 
Vermont’s experience with healthcare 
reform and the creation of Vermont 
Health Connect. In 2014, he became 
chair of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Food Safety and Mod-
ernization Act Surveillance Working 
Group where he continues to strength-
en foodborne illness surveillance sys-
tems across the country. He has also 
long served on the board of the CDC’s 
Office of Infectious Disease, and he cur-
rently chairs the Prevention Com-
mittee of the Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officials. 

Vermont’s national role in promoting 
the health and well-being of patients 
has made strides under the leadership 
of Dr. Chen. Vermonters are sorry to 
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