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shall order the face and voice of the witness
to be disguised or otherwise obscured in such
manner as to render the witness unrecogniz-
able to the broadcast audience of the trial
proceeding; and

(IT) the presiding judge in a trial pro-
ceeding shall inform each witness who is not
a party that the witness has the right to re-
quest the image and voice of that witness to
be obscured during the testimony of the wit-
ness.

(iii) EXCEPTION.—The presiding judge shall
not permit any action under this subpara-
graph—

(I) if that judge determines the action
would constitute a violation of the due proc-
ess rights of any party; and

(IT) until the Judicial Conference of the
United States promulgates mandatory guide-
lines under paragraph (5).

(B) NO MEDIA COVERAGE OF JURORS.—The
presiding judge shall not permit the
photographing, electronic recording, broad-
casting, or televising of any juror in a trial
proceeding, or of the jury selection process.

(C) DISCRETION OF THE JUDGE.—The pre-
siding judge shall have the discretion to ob-
scure the face and voice of an individual, if
good cause is shown that the photographing,
electronic recording, broadcasting, or tele-
vising of the individual would threaten—

(i) the safety of the individual;

(ii) the security of the court;

(iii) the integrity of future or ongoing law
enforcement operations; or

(iv) the interest of justice.

(D) SUNSET OF DISTRICT COURT AUTHORITY.—
The authority under this paragraph shall
terminate 3 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(3) INTERLOCUTORY APPEALS BARRED.—The
decision of the presiding judge under this
subsection of whether or not to permit, deny,
or terminate the photographing, electronic
recording, broadcasting, or televising of a
court proceeding may not be challenged
through an interlocutory appeal.

(4) ADVISORY GUIDELINES.—The Judicial
Conference of the United States may promul-
gate advisory guidelines to which a presiding
judge, at the discretion of that judge, may
refer in making decisions with respect to the
management and administration of
photographing, recording, broadcasting, or
televising described under paragraphs (1) and
(2).

(5) MANDATORY GUIDELINES.—Not later than
6 months after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Judicial Conference of the United
States shall promulgate mandatory guide-
lines that a presiding judge is required to fol-
low for obscuring of certain vulnerable wit-
nesses, including crime victims, minor vic-
tims, families of victims, cooperating wit-
nesses, undercover law enforcement officers
or agents, witnesses subject to section 3521 of
title 18, United States Code, relating to wit-
ness relocation and protection, or minors
under the age of 18 years. The guidelines
shall include procedures for determining, at
the earliest practicable time in any inves-
tigation or case, which witnesses should be
considered vulnerable under this section.

(6) PROCEDURES.—In the interests of justice
and fairness, the presiding judge of the court
in which media use is desired has discretion
to promulgate rules and disciplinary meas-
ures for the courtroom use of any form of
media or media equipment and the acquisi-
tion or distribution of any of the images or
sounds obtained in the courtroom. The pre-
siding judge shall also have discretion to re-
quire written acknowledgment of the rules
by anyone individually or on behalf of any
entity before being allowed to acquire any
images or sounds from the courtroom.

(7) NO BROADCAST OF CONFERENCES BETWEEN
ATTORNEYS AND CLIENTS.—There shall be no
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audio pickup or broadcast of conferences
which occur in a court proceeding between
attorneys and their clients, between co-coun-
sel of a client, between adverse counsel, or
between counsel and the presiding judge, if
the conferences are not part of the official
record of the proceedings.

(8) EXPENSES.—A court may require that
any accommodations to effectuate this Act
be made without public expense.

(9) INHERENT AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this
Act shall limit the inherent authority of a
court to protect witnesses or clear the court-
room to preserve the decorum and integrity
of the legal process or protect the safety of
an individual.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR):

S. 649. A bill to permit the televising
of Supreme Court proceedings; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

S. 649

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cameras in
the Courtroom Act’.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO TITLE 28.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 45 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
at the end the following:

“§678. Televising Supreme Court proceedings

“The Supreme Court shall permit tele-
vision coverage of all open sessions of the
Court unless the Court decides, by a vote of
the majority of justices, that allowing such
coverage in a particular case would con-
stitute a violation of the due process rights
of 1 or more of the parties before the
Court.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The chapter
analysis for chapter 45 of title 28, United
States Code, is amended by inserting at the
end the following:

“678. Televising Supreme Court pro-
ceedings.”’.
——
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS
SENATE RESOLUTION 8T—EX-

PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE CONCERNING THE ONGO-
ING CONFLICT IN SYRIA AS IT
REACHES ITS SIX-YEAR MARK IN
MARCH, THE ENSUING HUMANI-
TARIAN CRISIS IN SYRIA AND
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES, THE
RESULTING HUMANITARIAN AND
NATIONAL SECURITY CHAL-
LENGES, AND THE URGENT
NEED FOR A POLITICAL SOLU-
TION TO THE CRISIS

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. McCAIN,
Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. MURPHY) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 87

Whereas the transnational Salafi-jihadi or-
ganizations ISIL and al Qaeda are utilizing
the conflict in Syria and the actions of the
Assad regime to recruit and mobilize fighter
and popular support;

Whereas the crisis in Syria has led to the
creation of terrorist safe havens controlled
by ISIL and al Qaeda, along with other ex-
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tremist groups, which have become bases
from which to plan, direct, and inspire at-
tacks against the United States and its allies
and partners;

Whereas the spread of violence perpetuated
by the Syrian conflict and the flow of refu-
gees is a threat to the security of United
States allies in the Middle East and Europe,
placing immense domestic and humanitarian
burdens on Syria’s neighbors, most notably
Lebanon and Jordan, as well as Turkey and
Iraq;

Whereas the Syrian conflict has allowed
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
and its proxies to increase their influence in
parts of Syria and potentially threaten
Israel’s borders;

Whereas United Nations Security Council
resolutions 2332 (2016), 2268 (2016), and 2139
(2014) call for the implementation of a ces-
sation of hostilities in Syria and reaffirm the
international community’s support for the
immediate, direct, and uninhibited access of
humanitarian workers throughout the Syr-
ian Arab Republic;

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees estimates that the Syr-
ian conflict has created 4,800,000 refugees and
6,600,000 internally displaced persons;

Whereas widespread and systematic at-
tacks on civilians, schools, hospitals, and
other civilian infrastructure, in violation of
international humanitarian law, continue in
Syria, in particular as result of the actions
of the Assad regime and its Russian and Ira-
nian supporters;

Whereas widespread and systematic viola-
tions of the human rights of the people of
Syria continue to be perpetrated by the
Assad regime;

Whereas, according to Amnesty Inter-
national, the Assad regime has a documented
record of committing mass human rights
abuses against detainees, including 5,000 to
13,000 detainees summarily executed by
hanging between September 2011 through De-
cember 2015;

Whereas the regime of Bashar al-Assad has
repeatedly blocked civilian access to or di-
verted humanitarian assistance, including
medical supplies, from besieged and hard-to-
reach areas, in violation of United Nations
Security Council resolutions;

Whereas the Assad regime is subject to and
in violation of both United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2118 (2013) on the Frame-
work for Elimination of Syrian Chemical
Weapons and United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 2209 (2015) Condemning the
Use of Chlorine Gas in Syria;

Whereas the Governments of the Russian
Federation and Iran have supported the
Assad regime, perpetuated the conflict, and
deployed tactics and strategies that have
caused grave harm to civilians, including
their conduct in the siege of eastern Aleppo,
constituting war crimes and crimes against
humanity;

Whereas there exists sufficient documenta-
tion, as well as credible, clear, and con-
vincing reporting, to charge Bashar al-Assad
with war crimes and crimes against human-
ity due to the Assad regime’s confirmed use
of chemical weapons, use of barrel bombs
against noncombatants, widespread use of
torture, summary executions, prolonged
sieges, forcible relocations, and indiscrimi-
nate targeting of civilians and humanitarian
actors;

Whereas the United States Government
has provided over $5,800,000 since 2011 in hu-
manitarian assistance to communities and
people directly impacted by the Syrian con-
flict, including $364,000,000 that will be pro-
vided in fiscal year 2017 for refugees and
other people displaced by the Syrian con-
flict; and
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Whereas the United States Armed Forces
are leading the Global Coalition to Counter
ISIL and are deployed with Coalition allies
within the territory of Syria and are work-
ing by, with, and through local Syrian part-
ner forces to defeat ISIL and stabilize terri-
tory taken from it: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) strongly condemns the regime of Bashar
al-Assad for committing war crimes and
crimes against humanity during the Syrian
conflict, including the use of chemical weap-
ons, in violation of its obligations as re-
quired by United Nations Security Council
Resolutions 2118 (2013) and 2209 (2015), and for
the widespread use of torture, summary exe-
cutions, prolonged sieges, forcible reloca-
tions, and indiscriminate targeting of civil-
ians and humanitarian actors;

(2) condemns the Assad regime and the
Government of the Russian Federation for
using indiscriminate cluster munitions on
civilian areas and infrastructure and for the
deliberate targeting of United Nations hu-
manitarian aid convoys;

(3) urges all parties to the conflict, par-
ticularly the Russian Federation, Iran, and
Iranian-backed militias, to immediately halt
indiscriminate attacks, the imposition of
starvation sieges, and other forms of warfare
directed against civilians and civilian infra-
structure;

(4) strongly urges all parties to the conflict
to allow for and facilitate immediate, unfet-
tered access to humanitarian assistance
throughout Syria, respecting the safety, se-
curity, independence, and impartiality of hu-
manitarian workers and ensuring freedom of
movement to deliver aid, particularly in
areas of Syria controlled by opposition
forces;

(5) affirms the neutrality of medical pro-
fessionals providing humanitarian assistance
and health care on a non-political basis, and
condemns attacks against such personnel or
interference in the provision of medical care,
particularly in areas of Syria controlled by
opposition forces;

(6) encourages the President to make it the
policy of the United States Government to
continue to coordinate a comprehensive and
generous response to the Syrian humani-
tarian crisis, including assistance and devel-
opment, and protection of human rights in-
side Syria and in the region;

(7) urges all parties in Syria to support the
immediate and full implementation of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
2268 (2016), which calls for a cessation of hos-
tilities in the conflict, except with ISIL and
al Qaeda and their affiliated organizations,
to facilitate the provision of humanitarian
assistance and reconstruction of war-affected
communities in Syria;

(8) affirms that the elimination of al Qaeda
and ISIS safe havens in Syria, from which
those organizations can plan and launch at-
tacks against the United States and its part-
ners, is a vital national security interest of
the United States;

(9) commends the Syrian Democratic
Forces, the Syrian Arab Coalition, and other
local, Syrian partner forces for their support
of Operation Inherent Resolve and the efforts
of the Global Coalition to Counter ISIL;

(10) affirms that the stability of key Euro-
pean and Middle Eastern partners is vital to
the national security of the United States
and preventing the Syrian conflict from un-
dermining that stability is a top priority for
the United States;

(11) calls on the international community
to continue to support neighboring countries
and host communities who are generously
supporting refugees and internally displaced
persons fleeing the conflict in Syria;

(12) calls on the President to continue the
active participation of the United States
Government in a robust and effective diplo-
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matic process to achieve a political agree-
ment to the Syrian conflict; and

(13) urges the President to develop and sub-
mit to the Committees on Foreign Relations
and Armed Services of the Senate within 90
days a strategy for providing long-term sta-
bility and security in areas seized from ISIL.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, 6 years
ago, the Syrian people rose up against
the tyranny of the Assad regime and
hoped that the international commu-
nity would stand by their side in this
monumental endeavor. Nearly half a
million Syrians have been Kkilled by
this conflict. More than 13 million Syr-
ians have been forced to flee their
homes and continue to face starvation
and sieges by pro-Assad forces. Assad’s
barrel bombs and Russian airstrikes
still target hospitals and schools. Syr-
ia’s neighbors have provided refuge to
nearly 5 million, mostly women and
children. At the same time, many Syr-
ians continue to risk their lives in an
attempt to find safety on Europe’s
shores.

In the vacuum left by Assad’s devas-
tation, extremist groups like ISIS and
al-Qaida have found fertile ground. An-
kara, Baghdad, Beirut, Brussels, Paris,
San Bernadino—these are just a few of
the places impacted by ISIS. As long as
the Syrian conflict continues, violence
and extremism will continue to spiral
out of the region. It is time for the
United States and international com-
munity to hold the Assad regime and
its backers accountable for their ac-
tions. The Trump administration
should take an active role in resolving
this conflict. The Syrian conflict has
many dimensions—Ileaving this to the
Russians and hoping that they can end
this war is not a strategy. American
leadership, along with support from re-
gional actors and the international
community, is the only meaningful ap-
proach towards bringing peace to Syria
and its citizens and justice to the
Assad regime for its brutal actions.

I am pleased to introduce this resolu-
tion with Senators McCAIN and RUBIO
and MURPHY that condemns the Assad
regime’s blatant disregard for inter-
national law and human life and asks
the Trump administration to pursue a
strategy that can help bring the brutal
conflict to a peaceful conclusion. The
resolution also denounces Iran and
Russia for their political and military
support of the Assad regime and calls
for protection of civilians and humani-
tarian workers.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 88—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE
SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA DOES
NOT PERMANENTLY STORE NU-
CLEAR WASTE IN THE GREAT
LAKES BASIN
Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mrs.

GILLIBRAND, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.

BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr.

PETERS, and Ms. BALDWIN) submitted

the following resolution; which was re-

ferred to the Committee on Foreign

Relations:
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S. RES. 88

Whereas the water resources of the Great
Lakes Basin are precious public natural re-
sources, shared by the Great Lakes States
and the Canadian Provinces;

Whereas the United States and Canada
have, since 1909, worked to maintain and im-
prove the water quality of the Great Lakes
through water quality agreements;

Whereas over 40,000,000 people in both Can-
ada and the United States depend on the
fresh water from the Great Lakes for drink-
ing water;

Whereas Ontario Power Generation is pro-
posing to build a permanent geological re-
pository for nuclear waste less than one mile
from Lake Huron in Kincardine, Ontario,
Canada;

Whereas nuclear waste is highly toxic and
can take tens of thousands of years to de-
compose to safe levels;

Whereas a spill of nuclear waste into the
Great Lakes could have lasting and severely
adverse environmental, health, and eco-
nomic impacts on the Great Lakes and the
people that depend on them for their liveli-
hood:

Whereas 187 local, county, State, and tribal
governments have passed resolutions in op-
position to Ontario Power Generation’s pro-
posed nuclear waste repository;

Whereas tribes and First Nations’ citizens
have a strong spiritual and cultural connec-
tion to the Great Lakes, and its protection is
fundamental to treaty rights;

Whereas Ontario Power Generation has
promised not to move forward with their
current proposal without the support of the
First Nations that would be impacted; and

Whereas, during the 1980s, when the De-
partment of Energy, in accordance with the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, was study-
ing potential sites for a permanent nuclear
waste repository in the United States, the
Government of Canada expressed concern
with locating a permanent nuclear waste re-
pository within shared water basins of the
two countries: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the Government of Canada should not
allow a permanent nuclear waste repository
to be built within the Great Lakes Basin;

(2) the President and the Secretary of
State should take appropriate action to
work with the Government of Canada to pre-
vent a permanent nuclear waste repository
from being built within the Great Lakes
Basin; and

(3) the President and the Secretary of
State should work together with their Gov-
ernment of Canada counterparts on a safe
and responsible solution for the long-term
storage of nuclear waste.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 9—RECOGNIZING THE
GEORGE C. MARSHALL MUSEUM
AND GEORGE C. MARSHALL RE-
SEARCH LIBRARY IN LEX-
INGTON, VIRGINIA, AS THE NA-
TIONAL GEORGE C. MARSHALL
MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. WAR-
NER) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources:

S. CoN. RES. 9

Whereas General George C. Marshall served
as Army Chief of Staff during World War II,
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