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Code, is treated the same as other orders to

serve on active duty for determining the eli-

gibility of members of the uniformed serv-

ices and veterans for certain benefits and for

calculating the deadlines for certain bene-
fits; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. BEN-

NET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER,

Mr. CooNs, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.

DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms.
HIrRONO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. REED, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr.

WYDEN, and Ms. HARRIS):

S. 668. A bill to nullify the effect of the re-
cent executive order regarding border secu-
rity and immigration enforcement; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. MUR-
PHY):

S. Res. 87. A resolution expressing the

sense of the Senate concerning the ongoing
conflict in Syria as it reaches its six-year
mark in March, the ensuing humanitarian
crisis in Syria and neighboring countries,
the resulting humanitarian and national se-
curity challenges, and the urgent need for a
political solution to the crisis; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN,
Mr. PETERS, and Ms. BALDWIN):

S. Res. 88. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the President and
the Secretary of State should ensure that
the Government of Canada does not perma-
nently store nuclear waste in the Great
Lakes Basin; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr.
MENENDEZ):

S. Res. 89. A resolution supporting the des-
ignation of March 2017 as ‘‘National
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month”; con-
sidered and agreed to.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr.
WARNER):

S. Con. Res. 9. A concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the George C. Marshall Museum and
George C. Marshall Research Library in Lex-
ington, Virginia, as the National George C.
Marshall Museum and Library; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 29

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 29, a bill to permit dis-
abled law enforcement officers, cus-
toms and border protection officers,
firefighters, air traffic controllers, nu-
clear materials couriers, members of
the Capitol Police, members of the Su-
preme Court Police, employees of the
Central Intelligence Agency per-
forming intelligence activities abroad
or having specialized security require-
ments, and diplomatic security special
agents of the Department of State to
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receive retirement benefits in the same
manner as if they had not been dis-
abled.
S. 34
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 34, a bill to amend chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, to provide
for the en bloc consideration in resolu-
tions of disapproval for ‘‘midnight
rules”’, and for other purposes.
S. 82
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 82, a bill
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to expand the denial of deduction
for certain excessive employee remu-
neration, and for other purposes.
S. 204
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. STRANGE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 204, a bill to authorize the use
of unapproved medical products by pa-
tients diagnosed with a terminal ill-
ness in accordance with State law, and
for other purposes.
S. 205
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. CoTTON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 205, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the es-
tate and generation-skipping transfer
taxes, and for other purposes.
S. 236
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) were added as cosponsors
of S. 236, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to reform tax-
ation of alcoholic beverages.
S. 255
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2565, a bill to increase the rates of
pay under the General Schedule and
other statutory pay systems and for
prevailing rate employees by 3.2 per-
cent, and for other purposes.
S. 275
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
275, a bill to allow the financing by
United States persons of sales of agri-
cultural commodities to Cuba.
S. 324
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 324, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to improve the
provision of adult day health care serv-
ices for veterans.
S. 341
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 341, a bill to provide for
congressional oversight of actions to
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waive, suspend, reduce, provide relief
from, or otherwise limit the applica-
tion of sanctions with respect to the
Russian Federation, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 374
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 374, a bill to enable concrete ma-
sonry products manufacturers to estab-
lish, finance, and carry out a coordi-
nated program of research, education,
and promotion to improve, maintain,
and develop markets for concrete ma-
sonry products.
S. 382
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 382, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to develop a voluntary registry to col-
lect data on cancer incidence among
firefighters.
S. 415
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 415, a bill to nullify the effect of
the recent Executive order that makes
the vast majority of unauthorized indi-
viduals priorities for removal and aims
to withhold critical Federal funding to
sanctuary cities.
S. 445
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 445, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure more timely access to home
health services for Medicare bene-
ficiaries under the Medicare program.
S. 448
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 448, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for treatment of clinical psy-
chologists as physicians for purposes of
furnishing clinical psychologist serv-
ices under the Medicare program.
S. 459
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 459, a bill to designate the area
between the intersections of Wisconsin
Avenue, Northwest and Davis Street,
Northwest and Wisconsin Avenue,
Northwest and Edmunds Street, North-
west in Washington, District of Colum-
bia, as ‘“‘Boris Nemtsov Plaza’’, and for
other purposes.
S. 479
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 479, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
waive coinsurance under Medicare for
colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-
vention is required during the screen-
ing.
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S. 497

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY), and the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 497, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide for Medicare cov-
erage of certain lymphedema compres-
sion treatment items as items of dura-
ble medical equipment.

S. 515

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 515, a bill to require the
Secretary of Labor to maintain a pub-
licly available list of all employers
that relocate a call center overseas, to
make such companies ineligible for
Federal grants or guaranteed loans,
and to require disclosure of the phys-
ical location of business agents engag-
ing in customer service communica-
tions, and for other purposes.

S. 517

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 517, a bill to amend the
Clean Air Act with respect to the eth-
anol waiver for Reid vapor pressure
limitations under such Act.

S. 518

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 518, a bill to amend the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act to
provide for technical assistance for
small treatment works.

S. 544

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
544, a bill to amend Veterans Access,
Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014
to modify the termination date for the
Veterans Choice Program, and for
other purposes.

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 544, supra.

S. 608

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 608, a bill to nullify the effect of
the March 6, 2017 executive order that
temporarily restricts most nationals
from six countries from entering the
United States.

S. 629

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) were added as cosponsors of S. 629,
a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drugs, and Cosmetic Act to ensure the
safety and effectiveness of medically
important antimicrobials approved for
use in the prevention, control, and
treatment of animal diseases, in order
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to minimize the development of anti-
biotic-resistant bacteria.
$.J. RES. 27
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
names of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SHELBY) and the Senator from
Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL) were added
as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 27, a joint
resolution disapproving the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Labor re-
lating to ‘‘Clarification of Employer’s
Continuing Obligation to Make and
Maintain an Accurate Record of Each
Recordable Injury and Illness’.
——

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself,
Mr. McCAIN, Mr. REED, Mr.
TILLIS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and
Mr. KAINE):

S. 630. A bill to amend the Afghan Al-
lies Protection Act of 2009 to make
2,600 visas available for the Afghan
Special Immigrant Visa program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I
come to the floor again today to speak
about a program I have been working
on that has had bipartisan support for
a number of years; that is, the Afghan
Special Immigrant Visa Program. This
program allows Afghans, including in-
terpreters, who have supported the
U.S. mission in Afghanistan and who
face threats as a result of their service
to apply for refuge in the United
States. As I said, this has had strong
bipartisan support. I have worked with
Senators MCcCAIN, TILLIS, LEAHY, GRA-
HAM, and so many others here in the
Chamber to try to make sure we pro-
vide enough visas for those Afghans
who are being threatened and who
want to come to the United States.

I wish to point out that the Trump
administration, even as it has sharply
restricted immigration and refugee
programs, has made exceptions for
those who served alongside our soldiers
and diplomats. In fact, when the ad-
ministration’s original Executive order
on immigration was released, there was
bipartisan anger that Iraqi interpreters
were not protected because this pro-
gram has served not just those in Af-
ghanistan who have helped us but also
those in Iraq. So the administration
recognized its mistake and has made
an exception for Iraqi SIV recipients,
and now they have exempted Iraq from
their Executive order.

It is really past time that we rally
renewed support for the Afghan SIV
Program. Last week, we learned that
the State Department has stopped
interviewing applicants for the Afghan
program because there are more appli-
cants in the final stages of the process
than there are visas. Unless Congress
acts, the final visas will be exhausted
by the end of May. It is estimated that
more than 10,000 applicants are still in
some step of the process of obtaining
these visas.

For these Afghans, it really is no ex-
aggeration to say that this is a matter
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of life and death. Interpreters who
served the U.S. mission are being sys-
tematically hunted down by the
Taliban, and unless Congress acts, this
program will lapse and we will abandon
these Afghans to a harsh fate.

The United States promised to pro-
tect those Afghans who served our mis-
sion with great loyalty and at enor-
mous risk, and it would be a stain on
our national honor to break this prom-
ise. It would also carry profound stra-
tegic costs. U.S. forces and diplomats
have always relied on local people to
help us accomplish our missions. We
continue to require this assistance in
Afghanistan, and we will need this sup-
port in other places in the future where
we face conflict. So we have to ask, if
we don’t keep our promise, why would
anyone agree to help the United States
if we abandon those who assist us? This
is exactly why the former commander
of U.S. forces in Afghanistan, GEN
David Petraeus, and his predecessor,
GEN Stanley McChrystal, have pleaded
with Congress to extend the Afghan
SIV Program. In a letter to Congress
last year, more than 30 additional
prominent generals, including Gen.
John Allen, the former commander in
Afghanistan, GEN George Casey, the
former commander in Iraq, and two
former Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff also urged Congress to extend the
program.

In addition, our soldiers and marines
are keenly interested in protecting the
interpreters who served with them in
Afghanistan. Many of them owe their
lives to the interpreters who went into
combat with them. In recent years, I
have gotten to know one of those serv-
icemen, a former Army captain, Mi-
chael Breen, who is a Granite Stater.
He served with the infantry in Iraq and
led paratroopers in Afghanistan. He
speaks with admiration about one in-
terpreter in particular who was an
Iraqi—part of the Iraqi program—a
woman in her early twenties who was
named Wissam.

On one occasion, Captain Breen and
his soldiers were at a small forward op-
erating base in Iraq. He said that a
man approached, frantically pointing
to his watch and indicating an explo-
sion with his hands. The Americans
didn’t speak Arabic, so they couldn’t
tell if the man was trying to warn
them or threaten them. Wissam hur-
ried over toward Captain Breen to as-
sist. Wissam was beloved by her Amer-
ican comrades, always cheerful and
eager to help. She listened to the man
and said that he was actually there
warning of an improvised explosive de-
vice on the main road.

As Captain Breen later told me, ‘A
trusted interpreter can be the dif-
ference between a successful patrol and
a body bag.” He noted that every night,
he and his fellow soldiers would hunker
down in their heavily guarded perim-
eter, but Wissam would leave the com-
pound and go home. One evening after
she left the American compound, three
gunmen ambushed her car. She was
killed—one more interpreter who paid
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