March 15, 2017

allegations against two of his cadets at
West Point. McMaster’s reluctance to
interfere with the training of these ca-
dets, despite allegations of sexual as-
sault, was in violation of Army policy.
I am a strong supporter of efforts to re-
form the military’s handling of sexual
assault, which is why I cosponsored
legislation in the House to pass new
legal protections for victims of assault
in the military.

While I remain deeply concerned
with the large number of military offi-
cials in senior positions in the Trump
administration, I support General
McMaster’s retaining his rank while he
serves as National Security Advisor. I
do so with the hope that General
McMaster will remain faithful to his
reputation for dissent, will challenge
President Trump when he takes a dan-
gerous approach to the world, will re-
store order to the National Security
Council, and will steward a foreign pol-
icy that makes America safer.

Mr. WYDEN. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, this week
is Sunshine Week, a week when we ap-
plaud open government and when we
celebrate the institutions that hold
government accountable. Throughout
our Nation’s history, one of the most
important has been the press, the free
press. Donald Trump, as candidate and
President, has repeatedly attacked the
press. He has called it the ‘‘enemy of
the people,” he has labeled the na-
tional media outlets as ‘‘fake news,”
and he has criticized respected report-
ers who have reported for years.

He has singled out mainstream news-
papers like the New York Times, Polit-
ico, and the Los Angeles Times, and
television outlets like ABC, NBC, CBS,
CNN. That is how this President oper-
ates. He acts like a bully, and not just
with the media. He attacks the courts
when article III judges disagree with
him, and when they find he is breaking
the law. He attacks sitting judges for
deciding against him, even those ap-
pointed by Republican Presidents.

Without basis, he attacks our intel-
ligence agencies, and he even demeans
career public servants who risk their
lives to keep our Nation safe. The
President’s goal is obvious, to under-
mine the institutions in our country
who threaten him, who criticize him.
Authoritarians have used this strategy
for centuries and continue to do so
today in countries where democracy is
weak or nonexistent and where autoc-
racy or kleptocracy is strong.

But this is the United States. We are
an example to the world of democratic
principles and action. The President’s

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

repeated attacks on our democratic in-
stitutions need to stop and they need
to stop now. A free and robust press is
critical for democracy to work, period,
end of story. Our Nation’s history of a
free press dates back to our founding.
Free press in the colonial United
States developed in reaction to severe
restrictions on free speech in England.

During the latter half of the 17th cen-
tury, all books and articles were re-
quired to be licensed by the govern-
ment to be published. Then, ‘‘seditious
libel”’—bringing ‘‘hatred or contempt”
upon the Crown or the Parliament by
written word—was a criminal offense.
So to speak against the Crown was a
criminal offense. Truth was not a de-
fense.

No publication could criticize the
Crown or the government, even if it
was accurate. The first newspapers in
the Colonies operated under licenses
from the colonial Governor. But by
1721, James Franklin, Benjamin Frank-
lin’s older brother, was publishing one
of the first colonial independent news-
papers, the New England Courant, in
Boston.

Ben Franklin was his apprentice,
typesetter, and sometimes contributed
under pen names. Several years later,
Ben Franklin began publishing his own
independent newspaper, the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette. His newspaper became
the most popular in the Colonies and
was published until 1800.

By 1735, the tenets of seditious libel
were coming undone. John Peter
Zenger, the publisher of the New York
Weekly Journal, ran articles harshly
critical of the colonial government.
Zenger was arrested and tried for libel.
While he admitted he published the ar-
ticles, his lawyer argued truth was a
defense. The press, the lawyer argued,
has ‘‘a liberty both of exposing and op-
posing tyrannical power by speaking
and writing the truth.”

The judge, however, instructed the
jury as to the law at the time, that
Zenger must be found guilty if he pub-
lished the articles, whether truthful or
not, but after 10 minutes of delibera-
tion, the jury acquitted Zenger. These
were some of the beginnings of a free
press in our Nation.

The first rights in the Bill of Rights
are freedom of religion, the press,
speech, petition, and assembly. The
press, as an institution, is expressly
protected by the Constitution. In 1789,
the drafters of the Bill of Rights under-
stood that a free press was essential to
the growth and success of our new de-
mocracy. They understood that debate,
disagreement, the free flow of ideas,
make an informed public, that the
press helps educate voters.

They understood all too well that
government power needed to be
checked and that the press holds the
powerful in check by investigating and
exposing arbitrary conduct, abuse, and
corruption. A democracy cannot exist
without a free press. It is as simple as
that, but our President does not seem
to understand this or he does not care.
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According to him, the press is ‘‘dis-
honest,” ‘“‘not good people,” ‘‘sleazy,”
and, ‘‘among the worst human beings.”’
Those are all quotes by our President.

Established press organizations are
the ‘‘fake news,” and a few weeks ago
he declared the press ‘‘an enemy of the
people.” We have not heard attacks
like this since Watergate, and even
then, it wasn’t so much so fast. The
President’s subordinates are now given
license to accuse and to limit press ac-
cess.

Chief Strategist Steve Bannon said
the press should ‘‘keep its mouth shut
and just listen for a while.”” This quote
from Mr. Bannon has extra significance
today because he is no longer the head
of a rightwing media company. In a
controversial move, President Trump
issued an Executive order to add him
to the National Security Council’s
Principal’s Committee.

Today, we are going to vote on the
nomination of General McMaster to re-
tain his three-star general status while
serving as the head of the National Se-
curity Council. I do not believe a polit-
ical extremist like Mr. Bannon should
serve on the Council. At a minimum,
General McMaster should direct Mr.
Bannon to stop attacking the free press
while serving on the Council.

Senior adviser Kellyanne Conway
called for media organizations to fire
reporters who criticized Candidate
Trump. Press Secretary Shawn Spicer
barred the New York Times and the
Los Angeles Times, BuzzFeed, and Po-
litico from a press conference, and the
Secretary of State will now travel
without the press corps, disregarding a
decades-old practice.

Now, don’t get me wrong. The press
does not always get it right. They
make mistakes. News organizations
have their biases. Mistakes should be
corrected and bias should be tempered
by using accepted journalistic methods
and professional judgment and fol-
lowing journalism’s ethics code.

Mistakes and the exercise of profes-
sional judgment are not the same thing
as reporting ‘‘fake news.”” The Presi-
dent’s Republican colleagues have been
too silent in the face of attacks. Few in
Congress have stood up against the
President’s hostility to the press. Gov-
ernment officials are afraid to dis-
agree. Just last week, at a Senate Com-
merce Committee hearing, I asked the
FCC Chair, Mr. Pai, a yes or no ques-
tion, does he agree with the President
that the press is the enemy of the peo-
ple.

He did not engage. He would not an-
swer. He let stand the President’s re-
marks. The President’s characteriza-
tion of the press as the enemy is remi-
niscent of President Nixon, when Nixon
said: ‘“Never forget. The press is the
enemy. The press is the enemy. The
press is the enemy,” as recorded on his
secret tapes.

The press was Nixon’s enemy because
the press exposed his criminal conduct
which led to his resignation. The press
is Trump’s enemy because the press ex-
poses his and his associates’ ties to
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Russia, the President’s myriad Trump
organization conflicts of interest, his
constant barrage of misrepresentations
of fact.

Nixon’s Press Secretary called the
Washington Post investigative report-
ing shoddy and shabby journalism.
Like President Trump’s accusation of
fake news, that same Post reporting
won the paper a Pulitzer Prize.

Watergate was a break-in of the
Democratic National Committee dur-
ing the Presidential campaign. Nixon
ordered his Chief of Staff to have the
CIA block the FBI’s investigation into
the source of the funding for the Wa-
tergate burglary. During this last Pres-
idential election, we had a cyber break-
in of the DNC. Even after 17 U.S. intel-
ligence agencies concluded Russia
hacked the DNC to sway the election,
Candidate Trump refused to accept
their analysis.

The President’s Chief of Staff pres-
sured the FBI to publicly deny that
Trump associates had contact with the
Russians, while his Chief Counsel re-
portedly breached the firewall seeking
information from the FBI about an in-
vestigation into the President and his
associates. Since the press began to
look hard at the ties between President
Trump and the Trump organization,
his associates and Russia, the Presi-
dent has not let up on his criticism.
Just last week, the President threat-
ened by tweet as follows:

It is amazing how rude much of the media
is to my very hard working representatives.
Be nice, you will do much better!

The job of the press is not to be nice.
It is to gather the facts and report
them. Now that the President of the
United States has called the reputable
U.S. news organizations fake news,
others are doing the same. Russia’s
Foreign Ministry spokesman recently
accused a CNN reporter of spreading
‘“‘fake news’’ Dbecause the reporter
asked about accusations from U.S. offi-
cials that the Russian Ambassador is a
sSpy.

This is a dangerous path. Putin has
throttled an independent press in the
Russian Federation, imposing restric-
tion after restriction on the news
media. Reporters have been harassed,
threatened, and jailed. The numbers of
truly independent media organizations
in Russia have been reduced to a very
few, and they have been replaced by
state-owned, state-run news media,
like RT, formerly known as Russia
Today, a propaganda bullhorn for
Putin, according to Secretary John
Kerry.

The President admires Putin as a—
and I will quote the President here—
“‘strong leader.” Putin has used his
strength to silence an independent
press. We do not want our press si-
lenced.

Justice Brandeis, in a famous defense
of free speech in a 1927 First Amend-
ment case, said: “‘[TJhose who won our
independence by revolution were not
cowards. They did not fear political lib-
erty.”
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Does President Trump fear political
liberty?

The irony of the President’s accusa-
tions of ‘‘fake news’ is that he himself
has spread misinformation and fanned
the flames of internet-driven lies, from
questioning President Obama’s citizen-
ship, to his frivolous claim that mil-
lions of people committed voter fraud
and that he really won the popular
vote—that is the President’s claim,
that he really won the popular vote—to
President Trump’s unsubstantiated ac-
cusation that President Obama wire-
tapped Trump Tower.

We have entered into an era in U.S.
politics never seen before in my life-
time. We cannot allow this to be sani-
tized or explained away. The phrase
“alternative facts’ has become a na-
tional joke Dbecause it sounds like
something from  George Orwell’s
¢“1984.”

It is not acceptable for a President to
falsify, misrepresent, or flatout lie.
The President’s party in Congress
should not allow this. They should not
look the other way and continue to
profess that the emperor’s clothes are
grand.

Reacting to Mr. Trump’s attacks on
the press, President George W. Bush re-
sponded:

I consider the media to be indispensable to
democracy. We need an independent media
to hold people accountable. Power can be
very addictive and corrosive . . . and it’s im-
portant for the media to hold to account peo-
ple who abuse their power—whether it be
here or elsewhere.

That was President George W. Bush’s
recent comment.

President Bush’s prescription for de-
mocracy in 2017 is the same as the
drafters of the First Amendment in
1789: A free and independent and robust
media is essential to democracy, and
any broad-based attack on the press is
an attack directly on our democracy.

There is one thing President Trump
must understand: The press won’t go
away. They won’t stop reporting on the
actions he takes and on the decisions
he makes. He can spend the next 4
yvears attacking the press, but they will
still be there—just as they were after
Nixon resigned.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
ERNST). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

TRIBUTE TO PASTOR EVELYN ERBELE

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President,
every week for the past few months, I
have been coming down to the Senate
floor to recognize a special Alaskan,
someone who makes my State—what
we believe is the most beautiful and
unique State in our country—a better
place for all of us. I call this person our
Alaskan of the Week.
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Last week, I had the opportunity to
recognize Glen Hanson, who volunteers
his time by flying in what we refer to
as the Iditarod Air Force—members of
the Alaska volunteer community pilots
who fly supplies in for the Last Great
Race.

I know the pages are really inter-
ested in the Last Great Race. So, just
as a quick update, we had a winner. It
is still going on, but one musher, Mitch
Seavey, crossed the finish line in
Nome, AK, in record time. I congratu-
late Mitch and all of the members of
the Iditarod Air Force who are still out
there, flying, when it is 30, 40, below
zero. It is a tough race, a real tough
race. Iowans, I am sure, could do well
in it but not a lot of other Americans.

Today, I want to take my colleagues
and viewers to a very different place in
Alaska—about 1,300 miles southeast of
Nome, where all the Iditarod action is
going on, really almost a world away—
to a beautiful city called Ketchikan,
AK.

Ketchikan is the first port city that
people will visit when they take the
Alaska Marine Highway’s Inside Pas-
sage up to Alaska. It is a trip that I en-
courage everybody to take. It is beau-
tiful. Flanked by the towering Tongass
National Forest, it is a place full of life
and spirit, mountains, forests, lots of
rain, lots of salmon, and lots of jaw-
dropping scenery.

Yet, like most places across our
country, it has its challenges, and it
has a challenge with homelessness, like
many communities in America and
Alaska. Luckily, for all of us, Ketch-
ikan is also home to a very caring com-
munity that has set its sights on help-
ing its fellow Alaskans. One of these
people is Pastor Evelyn Erbele, our
Alaskan of the Week, who has dedi-
cated her life to helping others.

Evelyn is the copastor with her hus-
band Terry of the First United Meth-
odist Church of Ketchikan. There is a
day shelter in the church’s social hall,
which provides a hot meal, shower,
clean clothes, and a place for the com-
munity’s homeless to go every day of
the week.

Oftentimes when we think of home-
lessness, we think of people not having
a place to sleep, but it is also impor-
tant to remember that being homeless
means having no place to go during the
day. First City Homeless Services—
Day Shelter gives people a place to go
during the day. Pastor Evelyn oversees
that day shelter. According to the
manager of the shelter, Chris Alvarado,
who himself has been homeless, she
does so with commitment and with
kindness and with compassion.

‘“‘She has a heart of gold and gives 100
percent,” said one resident of Ketch-
ikan about Evelyn.

Evelyn met her husband Terry in
Seward, AK, where she was a nurse in
1976. From Seward, they set out on a
journey to help people around the
world—Nigeria, Lithuania, Russia.

In 2009, Evelyn—mow with a Ph.D. in
theology and ordained by the Meth-
odist Church—went up the Alaskan
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