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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 34
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 34, a bill to amend chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, to provide
for the en bloc consideration in resolu-
tions of disapproval for ‘‘midnight
rules’’, and for other purposes.
S. 205
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. STRANGE) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 205, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the estate and generation-skipping
transfer taxes, and for other purposes.
S. 206
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 206, a bill to amend the
Higher Education Act of 19656 to allow
the Secretary of Education to award
job training Federal Pell Grants.
S. 253
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 253, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to repeal the
Medicare outpatient rehabilitation
therapy caps.
S. 300
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
300, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to require that return
information from tax-exempt organiza-
tions be made available in a searchable
format and to provide the disclosure of
the identity of contributors to certain
tax-exempt organizations.
S. 324
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
324, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the provision
of adult day health care services for
veterans.
S. 393
At the request of Mr. ScoTT, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
393, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow employers a
credit against income tax for employ-
ees who participate in qualified appren-
ticeship programs.
S. 422
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 422, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to clarify pre-
sumptions relating to the exposure of
certain veterans who served in the vi-
cinity of the Republic of Vietnam, and
for other purposes.
S. 428
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
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ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 428, a bill to amend titles XIX and
XXI of the Social Security Act to au-
thorize States to provide coordinated
care to children with complex medical
conditions through enhanced pediatric
health homes, and for other purposes.
S. 438

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
438, a bill to encourage effective, vol-
untary investments to recruit, employ,
and retain men and women who have
served in the United States military
with annual Federal awards to employ-
ers recognizing such efforts, and for
other purposes.

S. 479

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 479, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
waive coinsurance under Medicare for
colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-
vention is required during the screen-
ing.

S. 486

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 486, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the non-application of
Medicare competitive acquisition rates
to complex rehabilitative wheelchairs
and accessories.

S. 517

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 517, a bill to amend the Clean Air
Act with respect to the ethanol waiver
for Reid vapor pressure limitations
under such Act.

S. 544

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO), the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) and the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 544, a bill to amend Veterans Ac-
cess, Choice, and Accountability Act of
2014 to modify the termination date for
the Veterans Choice Program, and for
other purposes.

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 544, supra.

S. 568

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) and the
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. MUR-
PHY) were added as cosponsors of S. 568,
a bill to amend title XVIII of the So-
cial Security Act to count a period of
receipt of outpatient observation serv-
ices in a hospital toward satisfying the
3-day inpatient hospital requirement
for coverage of skilled nursing facility
services under Medicare.
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S.J. RES. 6

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 6, a joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relative to
equal rights for men and women.

S.J. RES. 28

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) and the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 28, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency relat-
ing to accidental release prevention re-
quirements of risk management pro-
grams under the Clean Air Act.

S. CON. RES. 7

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) were added
as cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 7, a con-
current resolution expressing the sense
of Congress that tax-exempt fraternal
benefit societies have historically pro-
vided and continue to provide critical
benefits to the people and communities
of the United States.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr.
PORTMAN, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr.
YOUNG):

S. 628. A bill to amend the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006 to raise the quality
of career and technical education pro-
grams and to allow local eligible re-
cipients to use funding to establish
high-quality career academies; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, the devel-
opment of a skilled workforce is essen-
tial to maintaining a robust economy
and driving forward innovation
throughout society. Investments in
education remain more important now
than ever. Today the United States is
12th in the world in the percentage of
2b- to 34-year-olds achieving post-high
school degrees. We need to make
changes that help keep students en-
gaged in their futures while also ensur-
ing our educational programs are ade-
quately preparing students for the jobs
of the 21st century. I firmly believe
that a strong congressional commit-
ment to strengthening career and tech-
nical education, CTE, throughout the
country will help us achieve this goal.

Career and technical education pro-
grams provide students with a valuable
educational experience that benefits
them during high school and through-
out their careers. Student participa-
tion in CTE programs is linked to
greater levels of student engagement
and higher graduation rates. The U.S.
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Department of Education announced
that the average U.S. high school grad-
uation rate is 83 percent, while the
graduation rate for students in CTE
concentrations is higher than 90 per-
cent. Eighty-one percent of high school
dropouts say real-world learning oppor-
tunities would have kept them in
school. CTE programs prepare students
for fulfilling careers in a number of
high-growth, skill-intensive industries
including information technology;
science, technology, engineering and
math; human services; transportation;
and architecture and construction,
among others. Through a combination
of academic enrichment and job-spe-
cific training, CTE programs are devel-
oping postsecondary and workforce-
ready graduates equipped to meet the
needs of employers in current and
emerging industries.

The Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act is a major source
of Federal support for the development
of career and technical skills among
secondary and postsecondary students.
Last reauthorized in 2006, the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act needs to be modernized to
meet the demands of the 2lst-century
workforce and ensure that students
have access to the highest-quality CTE
programs.

This is why I am pleased to introduce
with my colleagues, Senator PORTMAN,
Senator BALDWIN, and Senator YOUNG,
the Educating Tomorrow’s Workforce
Act, which would amend the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act to raise the quality of CTE
programs. The bill allows States and
localities to use Perkins grant funding
to establish CTE-focused academies.
The legislation defines what con-
stitutes a rigorous CTE curriculum and
requires Perkins grant recipients to in-
corporate key high-quality elements in
their programs including credit-trans-
fer opportunities; academic and tech-
nical skills assessments; training tools
that align with today’s industries;
CTE-focused professional development
for teachers, administrators, and coun-
selors; and CTE curriculum alignment
with local, regional, and State work-
force demands. Additionally, the bill
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improves links between high school
and postsecondary education to help
ease attainment of an industry recog-
nized credential, license, apprentice-
ship, or postsecondary certificate to
obtain a job in a high-demand career
field and promotes partnerships be-
tween local businesses and other com-
munity stakeholders to create path-
ways for students through work-based
learning opportunities.

I am proud to introduce this com-
monsense, bipartisan legislation to
raise quality and access to CTE pro-
grams so that students develop the
skills they need to meet the needs of
21st-century employers.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 6
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 14,
2017, at 10 a.m.

BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, March 14, 2017, at 10 a.m.,
in order to conduct a hearing entitled
“Reauthorization of the National
Flood Insurance Program, Part 1.”

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
in order to hold a hearing on Tuesday,
March 14, 2017, at 10 a.m. in room 366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, March 14, 2017, at
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10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to consider the nomination of
Robert Lighthizer.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, March 14, 2017
at 2:30 p.m., in room SH-219 of the Sen-
ate Hart Office Building to hold a
CLOSED hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
AND MERCHANT MARINE INFRASTRUCTURE,
SAFETY, AND SECURITY
The Committee on Commerce,

Science, and Transportation is author-

ized to hold a meeting during the ses-

sion of the Senate on Tuesday, March

14, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., in room 253 of the

Russell Senate Office Building.

The Committee will hold a Sub-
committee Hearing on ‘“‘Continuing to
Improve Truck Safety on our Nation’s
Highways.”

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
15, 2017

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday,
March 15; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session as under the previous
order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:10 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, March 15, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.
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