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S. 543 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 543, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to in-
clude in each contract into which the 
Secretary enters for necessary services 
authorities and mechanism for appro-
priate oversight, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 544 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 544, a bill to amend Vet-
erans Access, Choice, and Account-
ability Act of 2014 to modify the termi-
nation date for the Veterans Choice 
Program, and for other purposes. 

S. 546 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 546, a bill to reduce temporarily 
the royalty required to be paid for so-
dium produced on Federal lands, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 549 

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 549, a bill to 
block implementation of the Executive 
Order that restricts individuals from 
certain countries from entering the 
United States. 

S. 550 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 550, a bill to restore stat-
utory rights to the people of the United 
States from forced arbitration. 

S. 552 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 552, a bill to amend the Truth 
in Lending Act and the Electronic 
Fund Transfer Act to provide justice to 
victims of fraud. 

S.J. RES. 16 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 16, a joint resolution ap-
proving the discontinuation of the 
process for consideration and auto-
matic implementation of the annual 
proposal of the Independent Medicare 
Advisory Board under section 1899A of 
the Social Security Act. 

S.J. RES. 27 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S.J. 
Res. 27, a joint resolution disapproving 
the rule submitted by the Department 
of Labor relating to ‘‘Clarification of 
Employer’s Continuing Obligation to 
Make and Maintain an Accurate 
Record of Each Recordable Injury and 
Illness’’. 

S.J. RES. 32 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH) were added as cosponsors of 
S.J. Res. 32, a joint resolution dis-
approving the rule submitted by the 
Department of Labor relating to sav-
ings arrangements established by 
States for non-governmental employ-
ees. 

S.J. RES. 33 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH) were added as cosponsors of 
S.J. Res. 33, a joint resolution dis-
approving the rule submitted by the 
Department of Labor relating to sav-
ings arrangements established by 
qualified State political subdivisions 
for non-governmental employees. 

S. RES. 23 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 23, a resolution es-
tablishing the Select Committee on 
Cybersecurity. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 581. A bill to include information 
concerning a patient’s opioid addiction 
in certain medical records; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise 
again today to share the story of this 
beautiful young lady, Jessie Grubb. 
She is a West Virginian who passed 
away a year ago last week, and she was 
only 30 years old. She was a bright 
young lady with a great future ahead 
of her. 

After years of struggling with heroin 
addiction, she had been doing very 
well. She had been sober since August 
of 2015. She had surgery for an infec-
tion related to a running injury and 
died a day after leaving the hospital. 

Her story of addiction is known to 
many. We have told it many times 
here. Her father David, a former West 
Virginia State legislator who served 
with me, a friend of mine, shared their 
family struggle with addiction when 
President Obama traveled to West Vir-
ginia to bring attention to the growing 
opiate epidemic that we are all encoun-
tering in all of our States. 

West Virginia has been hit the hard-
est by the opioid epidemic, where drug 
overdose deaths soared by more than 
700 percent from 1999 to 2013. More than 
600 lives were lost last year—just last 
year alone—to prescription drug over-
dose, legal prescription drugs. 

Jessie’s story and her family’s pain 
are all too common in West Virginia 
and throughout this Nation. As I said, 
we lost 627 West Virginians to opiates 
last year alone. 

When you think about it, this is a 
pill, this is a product that is manufac-
tured by some of the most regarded in-
stitutions, pharmaceutical manufac-
turers in the country. It has been ap-
proved by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, which basically says what we 
can use and what we should consume 
should be safe for us. 

It is then prescribed by the most 
trusted person who is not in our fam-
ily—and next to our family is a doctor. 
You would think that this is something 
that should be helpful for us, that 
should be part of the healing process. 
Instead, it has been part of the killing 
process. It has no home. It is a silent 
killer. We kept our mouths shut; we 
didn’t say anything for many years, 
and now we have an epidemic on our 
hands, which we are trying to control. 

We had 61,000 West Virginians who 
used prescription pain medications for 
nonmedical purposes in 2014. This in-
cludes 6,000 teenagers. As I have said, 
our State is not unique. The Presiding 
Officer’s wonderful State of North 
Carolina is facing the same challenges 
we are. 

Every day in our country, 91 Ameri-
cans die from a prescription opiate or 
heroin overdose. Since 1999, we have 
lost almost 200,000 Americans to pre-
scription opioid abuse. 

Jessie’s story deeply impacted Presi-
dent Obama, and I spoke with him 
about her death and the pain her fam-
ily is going through. He reached out to 
David and Kate and the entire Grubb 
family. It is horrific. 

When President Obama came to 
Charleston, Jessie was in a rehab facil-
ity in Michigan for the fourth time. Be-
fore her life was taken over by addic-
tion in 2009, Jessie’s future was bright. 
She was the beloved daughter of David 
and Kate Grubb, a beloved sister to her 
four sisters, and a beloved friend to so 
many. 

She was an excellent student, scoring 
in the 99th percentile on all of her tests 
since she had been in education. She 
was a cheerleader at Roosevelt Junior 
High School, and she was an avid run-
ner, an athlete. 

At the time of her death, she was 
looking forward to running in her first 
marathon. She had been training for 
that. The only trouble she had ever 
gotten into at school was when she pro-
tested the Iraq war, and she was on the 
right side of that one. 

Needless to say, she was a natural- 
born leader. After graduating from 
Capital High School, she was thrilled 
and looking forward to her bright fu-
ture at the University of North Caro-
lina at Asheville. 

She was sexually assaulted during 
her first semester, which caused her to 
withdraw from school and return to 
Charleston. The traumatic event that 
caused Jessie to turn to heroin to es-
cape the pain was that horrific experi-
ence. 

Over the next 7 years, Jessie would 
battle her addiction. She would over-
dose four times and go into rehab four 
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times. Until her death, she had been 
sober for 6 months and was focused on 
making a life for herself in Michigan. 
All of her hard work was ruined be-
cause of a careless mistake. 

I introduced this piece of bipartisan 
legislation; everybody has been so kind 
on that. It makes so much common 
sense. I introduced it almost a year 
ago. At the time, I told David, Kate, 
and the family: This is something that 
should be a no-brainer. This is some-
thing we should easily pass. It was 
called Jessie’s Law, after this beautiful 
young lady. 

I will explain how the events un-
folded, and then I will go into the bill. 
Her parents, David and Kate, traveled 
to Michigan for her surgery. They trav-
eled to Michigan, and they told her 
doctors and the hospital personnel that 
she was a recovering addict. Jessie con-
firmed it. She said: Yes, I have strug-
gled. I am clean. I am proud, and I 
want to get healthy. I want to get my 
leg injury fixed, and I want to run that 
marathon. 

After Jessie’s surgery, the dis-
charging doctor, who said he didn’t 
know she was a recovering addict—the 
parents were there when she was ad-
mitted. She told him. You would have 
thought they would have asked: Do you 
have any allergies, penicillin? 

You would have thought they would 
have flagged it: I am a recovering ad-
dict. 

They sent her home with a prescrip-
tion for 50 oxycodone—50 oxycodone— 
because they did not know, because her 
records had not been properly identi-
fied, that she was very prone, being a 
recovering addict, to any type of opi-
ate. There are other ways of treating 
pain. Not knowing, the doctor went 
ahead and released her with what a 
normal person would get for pain relief. 

Needless to say, she should never 
have gotten that prescription—no way, 
shape, or form. We must ensure this 
never happens again. That is why today 
I am reintroducing Jessie’s Law. 

Let me tell you what I ran into. 
David and Kate accompanied her as the 
parents. They were with their beautiful 
daughter. They both confirmed that 
she had an addiction problem and she 
was recovering: Please, we want you to 
notify anybody who handles, anyone 
who dispenses, anyone who is working 
with Jessie. Please know what we are 
dealing with is very fragile. 

I said: We will write the legislation. 
And we did; we wrote the legislation. If 
you have a consenting guardian, par-
ent, and a consenting patient, it should 
be flagged. Because of privacy laws, we 
know we are very concerned about 
that. For some reason, I cannot get 
past the bureaucracy of getting this 
bill to the floor to be voted on because 
they are saying there is objection to 
the privacy laws with the parents’ 
being involved. So guess what. I finally 
called David, and I called Kate, and I 
said: I know you would think it makes 
common sense that, basically, we 
should be able to pass legislation the 

way we would like to pass it—where 
the parents acknowledge it and the pa-
tient, who is their child, acknowledges 
it. They both are cooperating, and it 
should be done. 

In order to try to get this piece of 
legislation passed as quickly as pos-
sible, we are taking off the parents. It 
is only the patient herself. Jessie 
comes in and says: I want you to know 
I am a recovering addict. Please make 
sure that everybody who handles my 
case knows that. That is all we are 
asking for. I am hopeful, Mr. President, 
that you and others will be able to join 
me because we don’t want anybody in 
North Carolina going through what we 
have gone through in West Virginia or 
what the Grubb family has gone 
through, losing this beautiful, bright, 
talented young lady. It should never 
happen in this country. 

Even the healthcare providers are 
saying: We need this legislation to go 
forward so we can identify that, so we 
can mark that, hotline that, redline 
that, and so that anybody who is han-
dling Jessie from the beginning to the 
end, especially when they are dis-
charged, is going to have knowledge. In 
no way, shape, or form will anybody 
prescribe an opiate or any type of ad-
dictive painkiller that they are going 
to be affected by, because their life has 
been changed by it already. 

The bottom line is that we need to go 
at this problem from every angle with 
the help of everyone: family assistance, 
counseling programs, drug courts, con-
sumer and medical education, law en-
forcement support, State and Federal 
legislation. We need everything. This is 
a fight we can’t lose. 

This is the first time in my lifetime 
that my State has fallen under 50 per-
cent of adults of working age not work-
ing. We are down to 49.6 percent. We 
have always had the reputation of hav-
ing some of the greatest workers—hard 
workers—giving you a good hard-work-
ing day for good hard-working pay. 
They have always been there. We just 
have too few of them. There are three 
things that keep you out of the work-
force, basically: a lack of skill sets, if 
you are addicted or you have a crimi-
nal record, or a combination. Addiction 
has taken over and has basically 
changed the lives of Americans, 
changed the lives of West Virginia, and 
it is ruining families. 

There is no way that her sisters and 
David and Kate, her parents, are ever 
going to get over losing Jessie. There is 
no reason they should have lost Jessie 
and no reason you should lose another 
North Carolinian—none of us. As to the 
situation where they are go in and they 
are identified by all the professionals 
with the help they need in the systems 
they are asking for, we owe that to 
every person in America, and we owe it 
to Jessie. 

So I am asking for the cooperation of 
all my colleagues—the continuous sup-
port, tireless work that everyone has 
done. Jessie’s death is heartbreaking 
and reminds us all that this is one 

death that could have been prevented 
and one death that should never hap-
pen again because of a lack of legisla-
tion that prevents us, because of the 
privacy laws, to identify a person that 
is in need. 

If you are looking at addiction and 
happen to be looking at addiction as an 
illness, an illness needs care. If they 
need care, then we are going to give 
them the care to protect them while 
they are getting that care. That is all 
this does. I hope it is something we can 
do as quickly as possible. We will be 
forever grateful. In Jessie’s memory, 
her parents are going to be forever 
grateful. Basically, Jessie’s life will 
not be in vain. That is exactly why I 
am here. I am not going to sit still and 
lose a beautiful person who could con-
tribute to society the way this young 
lady was going to contribute to society 
and say there is nothing we can do. We 
can do it and do it in her honor. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
HELLER, and Mr. CRUZ): 

S. 583. A bill to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to authorize COPS grantees to use 
grant funds to hire veterans as career 
law enforcement officers, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 583 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American 
Law Enforcement Heroes Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. PRIORITIZING HIRING AND TRAINING OF 

VETERANS. 
Section 1701(b)(2) of title I of the Omnibus 

Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 
(42 U.S.C. 3796dd(b)(2)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘, including by prioritizing the hiring 
and training of veterans (as defined in sec-
tion 101 of title 38, United States Code)’’ 
after ‘‘Nation’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 83—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE TRAF-
FICKING OF ILLICIT FENTANYL 
INTO THE UNITED STATES FROM 
MEXICO AND CHINA 

Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr. 
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 83 

Whereas the United States continues to ex-
perience a prescription opioid and heroin 
overdose epidemic that claimed more than 
33,000 lives in 2015; 
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