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hire veterans as career law enforcement offi-
cers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Mr. 
RISCH, and Mr. GRASSLEY): 

S. 584. A bill to amend chapter 6 of title 5, 
United States Code (commonly known as the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act), to ensure com-
plete analysis of potential impacts on small 
entities of rules, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and Mrs. 
ERNST): 

S. 585. A bill to provide greater whistle-
blower protections for Federal employees, 
increased awareness of Federal whistle-
blower protections, and increased account-
ability and required discipline for Federal 
supervisors who retaliate against whistle-
blowers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. 
PERDUE, and Mr. LEAHY): 

S.J. Res. 35. A joint resolution providing 
for the appointment of Michael Govan as a 
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution; to the Committee 
on Rules and Administration. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. 
PERDUE, and Mr. LEAHY): 

S.J. Res. 36. A joint resolution providing 
for the appointment of Roger W. Ferguson as 
a citizen regent of the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S. Res. 83. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the trafficking 
of illicit fentanyl into the United States 
from Mexico and China; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. COONS, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. Res. 84. A resolution supporting the 
goals of International Women’s Day; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 14 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 14, a bill to provide that 
Members of Congress may not receive 
pay after October 1 of any fiscal year in 
which Congress has not approved a con-
current resolution on the budget and 
passed the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 65 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 65, a bill to address financial con-
flicts of interest of the President and 
Vice President. 

S. 67 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from South Carolina 

(Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 67, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
State to submit to Congress a report 
on the designation of Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps as a foreign ter-
rorist organization, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 130 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
130, a bill to require enforcement 
against misbranded milk alternatives. 

S. 147 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 147, a bill to prevent a taxpayer bail-
out of health insurance issuers. 

S. 168 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 168, a bill to amend and enhance 
certain maritime programs of the De-
partment of Transportation. 

S. 175 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 175, a bill to amend the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclama-
tion Act of 1977 to transfer certain 
funds to the Multiemployer Health 
Benefit Plan and the 1974 United Mine 
Workers of America Pension Plan, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 206 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
206, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to allow the Sec-
retary of Education to award job train-
ing Federal Pell Grants. 

S. 251 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 251, a bill to repeal the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board in 
order to ensure that it cannot be used 
to undermine the Medicare entitlement 
for beneficiaries. 

S. 299 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 299, a 
bill to require the appropriation of 
funds to use a fee, fine, penalty, or pro-
ceeds from a settlement received by a 
Federal agency, and for other purposes. 

S. 362 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 362, a bill to provide that 
6 of the 12 weeks of parental leave 
made available to a Federal employee 
shall be paid leave, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 382 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were added as 

cosponsors of S. 382, a bill to require 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to develop a voluntary reg-
istry to collect data on cancer inci-
dence among firefighters. 

S. 384 

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 384, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the new markets tax 
credit, and for other purposes. 

S. 405 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
405, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide an exclu-
sion from income for student loan for-
giveness for students who have died or 
become disabled. 

S. 407 

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 407, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently 
extend the railroad track maintenance 
credit. 

S. 422 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 422, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to clarify 
presumptions relating to the exposure 
of certain veterans who served in the 
vicinity of the Republic of Vietnam, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 425 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 425, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to improve 
the historic rehabilitation tax credit, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 438 

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
438, a bill to encourage effective, vol-
untary investments to recruit, employ, 
and retain men and women who have 
served in the United States military 
with annual Federal awards to employ-
ers recognizing such efforts, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 465 

At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 465, a bill to provide for an 
independent outside audit of the Indian 
Health Service. 

S. 538 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 538, a bill to clarify research 
and development for wood products, 
and for other purposes. 
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S. 543 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 543, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to require the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to in-
clude in each contract into which the 
Secretary enters for necessary services 
authorities and mechanism for appro-
priate oversight, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 544 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 544, a bill to amend Vet-
erans Access, Choice, and Account-
ability Act of 2014 to modify the termi-
nation date for the Veterans Choice 
Program, and for other purposes. 

S. 546 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 546, a bill to reduce temporarily 
the royalty required to be paid for so-
dium produced on Federal lands, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 549 

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 549, a bill to 
block implementation of the Executive 
Order that restricts individuals from 
certain countries from entering the 
United States. 

S. 550 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 550, a bill to restore stat-
utory rights to the people of the United 
States from forced arbitration. 

S. 552 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 552, a bill to amend the Truth 
in Lending Act and the Electronic 
Fund Transfer Act to provide justice to 
victims of fraud. 

S.J. RES. 16 

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 16, a joint resolution ap-
proving the discontinuation of the 
process for consideration and auto-
matic implementation of the annual 
proposal of the Independent Medicare 
Advisory Board under section 1899A of 
the Social Security Act. 

S.J. RES. 27 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S.J. 
Res. 27, a joint resolution disapproving 
the rule submitted by the Department 
of Labor relating to ‘‘Clarification of 
Employer’s Continuing Obligation to 
Make and Maintain an Accurate 
Record of Each Recordable Injury and 
Illness’’. 

S.J. RES. 32 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH) were added as cosponsors of 
S.J. Res. 32, a joint resolution dis-
approving the rule submitted by the 
Department of Labor relating to sav-
ings arrangements established by 
States for non-governmental employ-
ees. 

S.J. RES. 33 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH) were added as cosponsors of 
S.J. Res. 33, a joint resolution dis-
approving the rule submitted by the 
Department of Labor relating to sav-
ings arrangements established by 
qualified State political subdivisions 
for non-governmental employees. 

S. RES. 23 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 23, a resolution es-
tablishing the Select Committee on 
Cybersecurity. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 581. A bill to include information 
concerning a patient’s opioid addiction 
in certain medical records; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise 
again today to share the story of this 
beautiful young lady, Jessie Grubb. 
She is a West Virginian who passed 
away a year ago last week, and she was 
only 30 years old. She was a bright 
young lady with a great future ahead 
of her. 

After years of struggling with heroin 
addiction, she had been doing very 
well. She had been sober since August 
of 2015. She had surgery for an infec-
tion related to a running injury and 
died a day after leaving the hospital. 

Her story of addiction is known to 
many. We have told it many times 
here. Her father David, a former West 
Virginia State legislator who served 
with me, a friend of mine, shared their 
family struggle with addiction when 
President Obama traveled to West Vir-
ginia to bring attention to the growing 
opiate epidemic that we are all encoun-
tering in all of our States. 

West Virginia has been hit the hard-
est by the opioid epidemic, where drug 
overdose deaths soared by more than 
700 percent from 1999 to 2013. More than 
600 lives were lost last year—just last 
year alone—to prescription drug over-
dose, legal prescription drugs. 

Jessie’s story and her family’s pain 
are all too common in West Virginia 
and throughout this Nation. As I said, 
we lost 627 West Virginians to opiates 
last year alone. 

When you think about it, this is a 
pill, this is a product that is manufac-
tured by some of the most regarded in-
stitutions, pharmaceutical manufac-
turers in the country. It has been ap-
proved by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, which basically says what we 
can use and what we should consume 
should be safe for us. 

It is then prescribed by the most 
trusted person who is not in our fam-
ily—and next to our family is a doctor. 
You would think that this is something 
that should be helpful for us, that 
should be part of the healing process. 
Instead, it has been part of the killing 
process. It has no home. It is a silent 
killer. We kept our mouths shut; we 
didn’t say anything for many years, 
and now we have an epidemic on our 
hands, which we are trying to control. 

We had 61,000 West Virginians who 
used prescription pain medications for 
nonmedical purposes in 2014. This in-
cludes 6,000 teenagers. As I have said, 
our State is not unique. The Presiding 
Officer’s wonderful State of North 
Carolina is facing the same challenges 
we are. 

Every day in our country, 91 Ameri-
cans die from a prescription opiate or 
heroin overdose. Since 1999, we have 
lost almost 200,000 Americans to pre-
scription opioid abuse. 

Jessie’s story deeply impacted Presi-
dent Obama, and I spoke with him 
about her death and the pain her fam-
ily is going through. He reached out to 
David and Kate and the entire Grubb 
family. It is horrific. 

When President Obama came to 
Charleston, Jessie was in a rehab facil-
ity in Michigan for the fourth time. Be-
fore her life was taken over by addic-
tion in 2009, Jessie’s future was bright. 
She was the beloved daughter of David 
and Kate Grubb, a beloved sister to her 
four sisters, and a beloved friend to so 
many. 

She was an excellent student, scoring 
in the 99th percentile on all of her tests 
since she had been in education. She 
was a cheerleader at Roosevelt Junior 
High School, and she was an avid run-
ner, an athlete. 

At the time of her death, she was 
looking forward to running in her first 
marathon. She had been training for 
that. The only trouble she had ever 
gotten into at school was when she pro-
tested the Iraq war, and she was on the 
right side of that one. 

Needless to say, she was a natural- 
born leader. After graduating from 
Capital High School, she was thrilled 
and looking forward to her bright fu-
ture at the University of North Caro-
lina at Asheville. 

She was sexually assaulted during 
her first semester, which caused her to 
withdraw from school and return to 
Charleston. The traumatic event that 
caused Jessie to turn to heroin to es-
cape the pain was that horrific experi-
ence. 

Over the next 7 years, Jessie would 
battle her addiction. She would over-
dose four times and go into rehab four 
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