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on behalf of Alicia Buendia, a woman
who has lived in the Fresno area of
California for more than 20 years. I be-
lieve her situation merits Congress’s
special consideration.

She is married to Jose Buendia, and
together they have raised two out-
standing children, Ana Laura, age 28,
and Alex, age 26, a U.S. citizen. Both
children have excelled in school. Ana
Laura graduated from University of
California, Irvine, and Alex is cur-
rently attending the University of Cali-
fornia, Merced.

I previously introduced bills for
Alicia, her husband, and Ana Laura.
Thankfully, Jose has successfully se-
cured lawful permanent residency for
himself through cancellation of re-
moval. This followed 7 unfortunate
years of delay in the immigration
courts to determine his eligibility
under the Immigration Reform and
Control Act of 1986 for permanent resi-
dence. Ana Laura has obtained tem-
porary protection from deportation
through the 2012 Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals, DACA, Program.

However, Alicia, who is eligible to
adjust status, is still awaiting a deter-
mination on a family-based immigra-
tion petition filed by her U.S. citizen
son. Additionally, she would be re-
quired to file a waiver application,
which could result in separation from
her family

Alicia warrants private relief and a
chance to start fresh in America. She
goes to work season after season in
California’s labor-intensive agriculture
industry in Reedley, CA, where she cur-
rently works for a fruit packing com-
pany.

In the more than 20 years of living in
California, Alicia has dedicated herself
to her family and community. She and
Jose have worked hard to honestly feed
their family and have raised two excep-
tional children who have both pursued
and excelled in higher education.

Alicia has a strong connection to her
local community, serving as an active
member of her church. She and Jose
pay their taxes every year, have suc-
cessfully paid off their mortgage, and
remain free of debt. They have shown
that they are responsible, maintaining
health insurance, savings accounts,
and retirement accounts. Without this
private bill, Alicia would be separated
from her lawful permanent resident
husband, two children who rely on her
for love, support, and guidance.

I ask my colleagues to support this
private bill.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 562. A bill for the relief of Ruben
Mkoian, Asmik Karapetian, and Arthur
Mkoian; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
am reintroducing private relief legisla-
tion in the 115th Congress on behalf of
Ruben Mkoian, Asmik Karapetian, and
their son, Arthur Mkoian. The Mkoian
family has been living in Fresno, CA,
for over 20 years. I continue to believe
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this family deserves Congress’s special
consideration for such an extraor-
dinary form of relief as a private bill.

The Mkoian family is originally from
Armenia. They decided to leave Arme-
nia for the United States in the early
1990s, following several incidents in
which the family experienced harass-
ment, vandalism and threats to their
well-being.

In Armenia, Ruben worked as a po-
lice sergeant on vehicle licensing. At
one point, he was offered a bribe to reg-
ister stolen vehicles, which he refused
and reported to his superior, the police
chief. He later learned that a coworker
had registered the vehicles at the re-
quest of the same chief.

After Ruben reported the bribe offer
to illegally register vehicles and said
he would call the police, his family
store was vandalized and he received
threatening phone calls telling him to
keep quiet. A bottle of gasoline was
thrown into his family’s residence,
burning it to the ground. In April 1992,
several men entered the family store
and assaulted Ruben, hospitalizing him
for 22 days.

Ruben, Asmik, and their son Arthur,
who was 3 years old at the time, left
Armenia and entered the United States
on visitor visas. They applied for polit-
ical asylum that same year on the
grounds that they would be subject to
physical attacks if returned to Arme-
nia. It took 16 years for their case to be
finalized, with the Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals denying their asylum case
in January 2008.

At this time, Ruben, Asmik, and Ar-
thur have exhausted every option to
obtain immigration relief in the United
States. While Ruben and Asmik’s other
son, Arsen, is a U.S. citizen, he is too
young to file a green card petition on
their behalf.

It would be a terrible shame to re-
move this family from the TUnited
States and to separate them from
Arsen, who is 20 years old and a U.S.
citizen. The Mkoians have worked hard
to build a place for their family in
California and are an integral part of
their community.

The family attends St. Paul Arme-
nian Apostolic Church in Fresno. They
do charity work to send medical equip-
ment to Armenia.

Ruben works as a driver for Uber. He
previously worked as a manager at a
car wash in Fresno and as a truck-
driver for a California trucking com-
pany that described him as ‘‘trust-
worthy,” ‘‘knowledgeable,” and an
asset to the company. Asmik has
worked as a medical assistant the past
6 years at the Fresno Shields Medical
Center.

Arthur has proven to be a hard-work-
ing, smart young man who applies him-
self. He was recognized nationally for
his scholastic achievement, having
maintained a 4.0 grade point average in
high school and serving as his class
valedictorian. After graduating on the
Dean’s Merit List from the University
of California, Davis with a major in

March 7, 2017

Chemistry, he is now a full-time ana-
lyst at a water testing company. He
also teaches Armenian School on Sat-
urdays at the church.

Arthur’s brother, Arsen currently at-
tends Fresno State University, is ma-
joring in Computer Science, and main-
tains a 3.8 GPA. These two young men
have already accomplished so much
and clearly aspire to do great things
here in the United States.

Reflecting their contributions to
their community, Representatives
George Radanovich and JM COSTA
strongly supported this family’s ability
to remain in the United States. When I
first introduced a private bill for the
Mkoian family, I received more than
200 letters of support and dozens of
calls of support from friends and com-
munity members, attesting to the posi-
tive impact that this family has had in
Fresno, California.

I believe that this case warrants our
compassion. I respectfully ask my col-
leagues to support this private legisla-
tion on behalf of the Mkoian family.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 82—CON-
GRATULATING THE JOHNS HOP-
KINS UNIVERSITY APPLIED

PHYSICS LABORATORY ON THE
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE LABORATORY

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 82

Whereas, on March 10, 2017, the Johns Hop-
kins University Applied Physics Laboratory
(in this preamble referred to as ‘“‘APL”), lo-
cated in Laurel, Maryland, celebrates the
75th anniversary of the founding of APL on
March 10, 1942;

Whereas, less than 4 months after the at-
tack on the United States Pacific Fleet at
Pearl Harbor, APL was established to perfect
and help field the radio proximity fuze, one
of the most closely guarded wartime secrets
of the United States;

Whereas historians have ranked the devel-
opment of the radio proximity fuze as one of
the 3 most important technological develop-
ments of World War II, along with the devel-
opment of radar and the atomic bomb;

Whereas, during and after World War II,
APL developed the first generation of Navy
surface-to-air missiles and associated propul-
sion, guidance, control, and targeting tech-
nologies;

Whereas APL developed the initial ‘‘phased
array’’ radar system, called AMFAR, for the
Navy that provided the scanning, tracking,
and targeting necessary to defend the ships
of the United States against simultaneous
aircraft and missile raids;

Whereas APL created the first satellite-
based global navigation system, called Tran-
sit, the forerunner of modern GPS, to serve
the ballistic missile submarine force of the
United States and provide essential capabili-
ties to the Navy from 1964 until the 1990s;

Whereas APL developed prototypes, experi-
ments, ocean physics research, and engineer-
ing models that unlocked the potential of
towed sonar arrays, groundbreaking develop-
ments that revolutionized anti-submarine
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warfare and guided stealth designs for mul-
tiple generations of submarines of the United
States;

Whereas APL led development of the
Navy’s Cooperative Engagement Capability
that revolutionized air defenses by enabling
ships to engage aircraft and missiles not
seen by the radars of the ships by using com-
posite radar tracks created from the radars
of ships within the battle group;

Whereas APL developed a system called
SATRACK to ensure the accuracy of the Tri-
dent IT submarine-launched ballistic missiles
and confidently estimate missile accuracy
anywhere in the world;

Whereas APL proposed, developed, built,
and operated a number of the most innova-
tive low-cost planetary science missions of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, including—

(1) the Near Earth Asteroid Rendezvous
(commonly known as ‘“NEAR’’) mission in
2001, the first mission to orbit an asteroid;

(2) the MESSENGER Mercury orbiter,
launched in 2004; and

(3) New Horizons, which launched in 2006
and completed a historic flyby of Pluto in
2015;

Whereas APL has been responsible for hun-
dreds of significant contributions to the
most critical challenges faced by the United
States with respect to national security and
space exploration; and

Whereas the sustained commitment by
APL to the United States and the Federal
Government sponsors of APL allowed APL—

(1) to continuously provide significant con-
tributions to critical challenges with respect
to systems engineering and integration,
technology research and development, and
analysis; and

(2) to serve as the most comprehensive
University Affiliated Research Center in the
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Applied Physics Laboratory on the
75th anniversary of the founding of the Lab-
oratory;

(2) recognizes the scientific, engineering,
and analytical expertise that the Johns Hop-
kins University Applied Physics Laboratory
has applied to solve many of the most crit-
ical challenges faced by the United States in
the areas of national security and space ex-
ploration; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the director of the Johns
Hopkins University Applied Physics Labora-
tory.

——

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I have 3
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate, on March 7, 2017, at 10
a.m., in room SD-226 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building, to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘“‘Nominations.”

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on In-

telligence be authorized to meet during
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the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, March 7, 2017
from 2:30 p.m., room SH-219 of the Sen-
ate Hart Office Building to hold a
closed hearing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence be authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Tuesday, March 7, 2017
from 2:20 p.m.-2:30 p.m., in room SH-219
of the Senate Hart Office Building to
hold a closed busines meeting.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that privileges of
the floor be granted to the following
individuals with the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources: Frances
Brie Van Cleve, a Democratic fellow,
through December 31, 2017; Stephanie
Teich-McGoldrick, a Democratic fel-
low, through December 31, 2017;
Patricio Portillo, a Democratic fellow,
through December 31, 2017; and Devinn
Lambert, a Democratic detailee,
through December 31, 2017.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

RAISING AWARENESS OF MODERN
SLAVERY

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee be discharged from
further consideration of and the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
68.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 68) raising awareness
of modern slavery.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I know of no
further debate on the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Hearing
no further debate, the question is on
agreeing to the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res. 68) was agreed
to.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the preamble be
agreed to and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of February 27,
2017, under ““Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

CONGRATULATING THE JOHNS
HOPKINS UNIVERSITY APPLIED
PHYSICS LABORATORY ON THE
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE LABORATORY

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed

S1647

to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 82, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 82) congratulating the
Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics
Laboratory on the 75th anniversary of the
founding of the Laboratory.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 82) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH
8, 2017

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
March 8; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; finally, that following leader
remarks, the Senate resume consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 58.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, if there is no
further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it stand adjourned under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:16 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, March 8, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

R. ALEXANDER ACOSTA, OF FLORIDA, TO BE SEC-
RETARY OF LABOR.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

AJIT VARADARAJ PAI, OF KANSAS, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION FOR A
TERM OF FIVE YEARS FROM JULY 1, 2016. (REAPPOINT-
MENT)
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