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Second, this bill strengthens Masha’s 

law, which was named after a 5-year- 
old Russian orphan who was adopted by 
an American man only to be raped and 
sexually abused by him for 6 years 
until he was finally caught by the FBI 
in 2003. Her adoptive father had not 
only abused her, but he had also pro-
duced over 200 sexually explicit images 
of that abuse. Masha’s law allows civil 
suits by minors against sex abuse per-
petrators who violate a variety of 
crimes against children, including sex 
trafficking, sexual exploitation, and 
child pornography crimes. 

This law is significant for victims to 
obtain justice because there are times 
when criminal cases against perpetra-
tors are declined due to difficulties in 
proving a criminal case. Therefore, for 
many traumatized victims, the only 
avenue for them to ever seek justice 
against their perpetrators is through 
Masha’s law or other civil remedies. 

The bill, therefore, updates Masha’s 
law to help victims. It clarifies, for ex-
ample, that victims of child sex crimes 
are entitled to statutory damages of 
$150,000 and possible punitive damages, 
due to the particularly severe nature of 
the crimes. 

The bill also extends the statute of 
limitations for Masha’s law. The stat-
ute of limitations extension is part of 
legislation that Senator CORNYN and I 
have worked on over the past couple of 
years, called the Extending Justice for 
Sex Crime Victims Act. 

Finally, the bill makes reforms to 
the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur 
Sports Act, which establishes ‘‘na-
tional governing bodies’’ like USA 
Gymnastics. The Stevens Act specifi-
cally lists the authorities and duties of 
national governing bodies. 

When I first wrote to USA Gym-
nastics about its poor handling of sex-
ual abuse allegations, they replied that 
the Stevens Act limits their abilities 
to fully protect athletes from sexual 
abuse, so this bill fixes that. It requires 
national governing bodies like USA 
Gymnastics to develop for each of its 
members: specific policies and proce-
dures for the mandatory reporting of 
sex abuse to law enforcement, policies 
and procedures to keep track of coach-
es who leave one gym due to com-
plaints and then go to another gym and 
repeat cycles of abuse, policies to en-
sure that minors and amateur athletes 
are not in one-on-one situations with 
adults, policies to facilitate reporting 
of sex abuse allegations to national 
governing bodies and other authorities, 
and stronger oversight and enforce-
ment policies so that the national gov-
erning bodies take a greater role in 
making sure that the policies are actu-
ally being implemented and enforced 
throughout the country. 

These provisions give national gov-
erning bodies like USA Gymnastics ab-
solutely no excuse to make sure that 
all members are subjected to the 
strongest training and procedures to 
prevent sexual abuse. 

It further forces organizations like 
USA Gymnastics to impact the culture 

of their sports, through various over-
sight mechanisms, to make sure that 
all members of such organizations ad-
here to the strictest standards when it 
comes to sexual abuse prevention. 

Finally, I would like to close with 
this. All over the country, victims of 
sexual abuse are coming forward to dis-
close how they were abused and ex-
ploited at the height of their innocence 
when they were children. Multiple vic-
tims from California and throughout 
the country have, for example, con-
tacted my office and described with 
great courage their pain and anguish. 
Rather than list statistics, I want you 
to know that each of these individual 
stories represents an untold amount of 
pain and suffering that reverberates 
throughout generations, leaving devas-
tation in its path. I urge my colleagues 
in this body to work with me and the 
sponsors of this bill to pass this impor-
tant legislation to protect victims. 

I would also like to acknowledge the 
support for this bill from the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren, National Children’s Alliance, 
Rights4Girls, University of Utah Law 
Professor Paul Cassell, Child Sex 
Crime Victims’ Lawyer James Marsh, 
Crime Victims Expert Steve Twist, Na-
tional Crime Victims Center, Child 
USA, National Association of VOCA 
Administrators, National Organization 
for Victim Assistance, ToPrevail, 
ChampionWomen, National Children’s 
Advocacy Center, National Alliance to 
End Sexual Violence, the National As-
sociation to Protect Children, and the 
Rape Abuse & Incest National Net-
work. 

They are on the front lines of this 
work, and I greatly appreciate their 
support. 

Thank you very much. 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I 

wish to support the Protecting Young 
Victims from Sexual Abuse Act of 2017. 
I commend Senator FEINSTEIN for her 
leadership on this bill and for shining a 
spotlight on the atrocious crimes per-
petrated against young American ath-
letes. 

Sexual abuse is a heinous crime that 
must be eradicated in every corner of 
our society. I have long worked to pre-
vent sexual assault and ensure that 
survivors have access to the resources 
and support they need. Last year, the 
Indianapolis Star reported on allega-
tions of sexual abuse and misconduct 
made against coaches, gym owners, and 
other adults affiliated with USA Gym-
nastics over several decades. These 
very serious allegations included sex-
ual abuse against young athletes. Pred-
atory coaches were allowed to move 
from gym to gym, undetected by a lax 
system of oversight. The investigation 
also revealed that officials at USA 
Gymnastics, one of America’s most 
prominent Olympic organizations, 
failed to alert police to many incidents 
of sexual abuse that occurred on their 
watch. 

These crimes have hurt hundreds of 
victims across various sports. This 

Protecting Young Victims from Sexual 
Assault Act would require amateur 
athletic governing bodies, such as USA 
Gymnastics and other U.S. Olympic or-
ganizations, to promptly report every 
allegation of sexual abuse to the proper 
authorities. This legislation would help 
survivors receive justice and protect 
more people from becoming victims. 

In addition, the Protecting Young 
Victims from Sexual Assault Act would 
require these national governing bodies 
to develop robust policies and proce-
dures for mandatory reporting to law 
enforcement and to develop training 
and oversight practices to prevent 
abuse. This bill would also bolster 
Masha’s Law, the law that lets minors 
bring civil suits against sexual preda-
tors and extends the statute of limita-
tions for such cases. 

The young athletes who train to rep-
resent our country at the top levels of 
competition and those at all levels who 
aspire to compete should not have to 
fear victimization by trusted coaches 
and sports officials. I want to again 
thank Senator FEINSTEIN for her lead-
ership on this issue. I urge my col-
leagues to support the legislation. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that pursuant to 46 U.S.C. 
51312(b), and the order of the House of 
January 3, 2017, the Speaker appoints 
the following Member on the part of 
the House of Representatives to the 
Board of Visitors to the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy: Mr. SUOZZI 
of New York. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 46. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to conduct a special resource 
study of Fort Ontario in the State of New 
York; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

H.R. 428. An act to survey the gradient 
boundary along the Red River in the States 
of Oklahoma and Texas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 
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H.R. 560. An act to amend the Delaware 

Water Gap National Recreation Area Im-
provement Act to provide access to certain 
vehicles serving residents of municipalities 
adjacent to the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following bill was discharged 
from the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship and referred as 
indicated: 

S. 416. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Investment Incentive Act of 1980 to require 
an annual review by the Securities and Ex-
change Commission of the annual govern-
ment-business forum on capital formation; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–926. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
twelve (12) reports relative to vacancies in 
the Department of Agriculture, received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
March 7, 2017; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–927. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of the Army, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report on gifts made for the 
benefit of military musical units; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–928. A communication from the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, performing 
the duties of the Under Secretary of Defense 
(Acquisition, Technology and Logistics), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the National 
Defense Stockpile (NDS) Annual Materials 
Plan (AMP) for fiscal year 2018 and the suc-
ceeding four years, fiscal years 2019 - 2022; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–929. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Exhibit Hyperlinks 
and HTML Format’’ (RIN3235–AL95) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on March 6, 2017; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–930. A communication from the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Export Administra-
tion, Bureau of Industry and Security, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Temporary General License: Extension of 
Validity’’ (RIN0694–AG82) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on March 
6, 2017; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–931. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13694 of April 1, 2015, with 
respect to significant malicious cyber-en-
abled activities; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–932. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Use of Ozone Depleting Sub-
stances’’ ((RIN0910–AH36) (Docket No. FDA– 

2015–N–1355)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on March 2, 2017; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–933. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Fargo-Moorhead Metropolitan 
Area Flood Risk Management project; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–934. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Office of New 
Reactors, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Operator Licensing Exam-
ination Standards for Power Reactors’’ 
(NUREG–1021, Rev. 11) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on March 6, 
2017; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–935. A communication from the Acting 
United States Trade Representative, Execu-
tive Office of the President, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the 2017 Trade Policy Agen-
da and 2016 Annual Report of the President 
of the United States on the Trade Agree-
ments Program; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–936. A communication from the Bureau 
of Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report cer-
tifying for fiscal year 2017 that no United Na-
tions agency or United Nations affiliated 
agency grants any official status, accredita-
tion, or recognition to any organization 
which promotes and condones or seeks the 
legalization of pedophilia, or which includes 
as a subsidiary or member any such organi-
zation; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–937. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2017–0013 - 2017–0031); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–938. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31, 2003, 
a semiannual report detailing telecommuni-
cations-related payments made to Cuba pur-
suant to Department of the Treasury li-
censes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–939. A communication from the Bureau 
of Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report pre-
pared by the Department of State on 
progress toward a negotiated solution of the 
Cyprus question covering the period October 
1, 2016, through November 30, 2016; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–940. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulations and Policy Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Gastroenterology-Urology 
Devices; Manual Gastroenterology-Urology 
Surgical Instruments and Accessories’’ 
(Docket No. FDA–2016–N–4661) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on 
March 6, 2017; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–941. A communication from the Regula-
tions Coordinator, Health Resources and 
Services Administration, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘340B Drug Pricing Program Ceiling Price 
and Manufacturer Civil Monetary Penalties; 
Delay of Effective Date’’ (RIN0906–AA89) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on March 6, 2017; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–942. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to 
South Sudan that was declared in Executive 
Order 13664 of April 3, 2014; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–943. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–645, ‘‘Four-unit Rental Hous-
ing Tenant Grandfathering Amendment Act 
of 2016’’; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–944. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–646, ‘‘At-Risk Tenant Protec-
tion Clarifying Temporary Amendment Act 
of 2016’’; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–945. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–647, ‘‘Professional Engineers 
Licensure and Regulation Clarification 
Amendment Act of 2016’’; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–946. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–648, ‘‘Active Duty Pay Dif-
ferential Amendment Act of 2016’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–947. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–649, ‘‘Continuing Care Retire-
ment Community Exemption Amendment 
Act of 2016’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–948. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–650, ‘‘UDC DREAM Amend-
ment Act of 2016’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–949. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–651, ‘‘Accountancy Practice 
Amendment Act of 2016’’; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–950. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–652, ‘‘Pesticide Education and 
Control Amendment Act of 2016’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–951. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–653, ‘‘Risk-Based Capital 
Amendment Act of 2016’’; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–952. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 21–654, ‘‘End Taxation Without 
Representation Amendment Act of 2016’’; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–953. A communication from the Acting 
Chairman, Federal Mine Safety and Health 
Review Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Commission’s fiscal year 2016 re-
port relative to the Notification and Federal 
Employee Antidiscrimination and Retalia-
tion Act of 2002 (No FEAR Act); to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–954. A communication from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled, ‘‘Planning, 
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