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The next day, on Sunday, the Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute’s website pub-
lished this account from Dr. Charles
Murray.

Dr. Murray wrote:

If it hadn’t been for Allison and Bill Burger
[Middlebury’s Vice President for Commu-
nications] keeping hold of me and the secu-
rity guards pulling people off me, I would
have been pushed to the ground. That much
is sure. What would have happened after that
I don’t know, but I do recall thinking that
being on the ground was a really bad idea,
and I should try really hard to avoid that.
Unlike Allison, I wasn’t actually hurt at
all. . . .

In the 23 years since ‘‘The Bell Curve’” was
published, I have had considerable experi-
ence with campus protests. Until last Thurs-
day, all of the ones involving me have been
as carefully scripted as kabuki: The college
administration meets with the organizers of
the protest, and ground rules are agreed
upon. The protesters have so many minutes
to do such and such. It is agreed that, after
the allotted time, they will leave or desist.
These negotiated agreements have always
worked. At least a couple of dozen times, I
have been able to give my lecture to an at-
tentive or, at least, quiet audience despite an
organized protest.

Middlebury tried to negotiate such an
agreement with the protesters, but for the
first time in my experience, the protesters
would not accept any time limits. If this be-
comes the new normal, the number of col-
leges willing to let themselves in for an ex-
perience like Middlebury’s will plunge to
near zero. Academia is already largely se-
questered in an ideological bubble, but at
least it’s translucent. That bubble will be-
come opaque.

Worse yet, the intellectual thugs will take
over many campuses. In the mid-1990s, I
could count on students who had wanted to
listen to start yelling at the protesters after
a certain point, “Sit down and shut up. We
want to hear what he has to say.”” That kind
of pushback had an effect. It reminded the
protesters that they were a minority.

I am assured [he continues] by people at
Middlebury that their protesters are a mi-
nority as well, but they are a minority that
has intimidated the majority. The people in
the audience who wanted to hear me speak
were completely cowed. That cannot be al-
lowed to stand. A campus where a majority
of students are fearful to speak openly be-
cause they know a minority will jump on
them is no longer an intellectually free cam-
pus in any meaningful sense.

I suspect that most of my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle may not
necessarily be fans of Dr. Charles Mur-
ray. There is nothing wrong with that,
but I am confident they at least would
be honest enough and self-respecting
enough not to condemn any scholar’s
work without ever having read it, like
many of Middlebury’s faculty members
apparently did. More importantly, I am
confident my Democratic colleagues
would join me in denouncing the vio-
lence of the Middlebury campus pro-
testers who sought to silence Dr. Mur-
ray. On countless occasions, I have
heard my Democratic colleagues come
to the Senate floor to condemn vio-
lence in all of its forms. Why would
this time be any different?

We do not agree on everything, but I
am confident that if Dr. Murray were
invited to testify here on Capitol Hill—
perhaps at a committee of the United
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States Senate—my Democratic col-
leagues would eagerly join in an open
and respectful debate that would ensue
as a result of that visit. I am confident
they would reject any effort to silence
or to do harm to those with whom they
might disagree. In fact, I am confident
that if any outburst like that hap-
pened, whoever was chairing that com-
mittee and the ranking personnel asso-
ciated with that committee would im-
mediately bring the disruption to a
close so an open, honest, respectful dis-
cussion could occur within that meet-
ing.

I know tensions are high in America
today, and I know what it is like to be
on the losing side of a bitterly fought
Presidential election as we, as Repub-
licans, found ourselves in just a few
years ago in the wake of the 2012 elec-
tion cycle and in the wake of the pre-
vious Presidential election cycle before
that in 2008, but that does not and can-
not give anyone the license to shout
down a fellow American, let alone to
physically assault him just because he
holds a different opinion.

Democracy and freedom—the repub-
lican form of government—depend on
open, tolerant, and civil political dis-
course, and sustaining our democratic
freedoms is, perhaps, the sole reason
the government subsidizes institutions
of higher education in this country.

It is embarrassing that teachers and
students at an elite college like
Middlebury should need reminding, but
speech is not violence, and violence is
not speech. Totalitarians who fail to
recognize this core fact of decency and
tolerance are goose-stepping into some
of the darkest corners of the human
heart.

If there is anything that should unite
us in these polarized times, it is that
the Kkind of violence we saw on
Middlebury’s campus last week must
not be tolerated. That is why I com-
mend the 44 Middlebury College profes-
sors who have signed a ‘‘Statement of
Principles” on ‘“‘Free Inquiry on Cam-
pus.” I hope more Middlebury profes-
sors will join them. In any event, I
hope all Americans will join them in
standing up for free, open, honest, re-
spectful debate.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate be in a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES THOMAS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want
to take a few moments to acknowledge
Charles Thomas, a veteran broadcast
journalist and political reporter. Last
week, after a career spanning four dec-
ades, Charles Thomas appeared in his
final newscast at ABC 7 Chicago.
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Born in Webster Groves, MO, Charles
grew up in the St. Louis area and grad-
uated from the University of Missouri-
Columbia School of Journalism. Short-
ly after graduation, Charles began his
career as a radio reporter at KCMO in
Kansas City. He has also worked in
news stations in San Francisco and
Philadelphia before becoming the ABC
News bureau Midwest correspondent in
St. Louis. In 1991, Charles was hired as
a general assignment reporter at ABC 7
Chicago and later named to the coveted
position of political reporter in 2009.

Since joining ABC T7's ‘“‘Eyewitness
News’ in 1991, its newscast was and re-
mains the most watched TV news in
Chicago. On Charles’s 25th anniversary
at the station, he said: “I am very
blessed to have worked here and like to
think that my efforts have had some-
thing to do with that success.” As an
avid viewer, I am here to say it has.
His unique perspective and keen ability
to tell stories make him invaluable to
any mnewsroom. Let me tell you,
Charles asks the tough questions and
holds us all accountable. As the politi-
cian often in the crosshairs, I can tell
you I knew Charles was always pre-
pared and ready to challenge any weak
response. I speak for all of Chicago
when I say Charles Thomas will be
missed.

For more than a quarter century,
Charles has covered the biggest stories
in the country—the OJ Simpson Trial,
Oklahoma City bombing, Rodney King
trials, Great Chicago Flood, and the
election of the first African-American
President, to name just a few. He truly
had a front row seat to history. He
even joined then-Senator Barack
Obama on a trip to Africa in 2006. His
remarkable career has taken him to
every State in America and five con-
tinents, and he leaves with no regrets.
Reflecting on his years covering na-
tional, State, and local politics, he
said: ‘““Without a moment’s hesitation,
I can look back and say I had the best
TV reporting job in America.”

Charles Thomas has had an amazing
career. His work earned him two
Emmy awards for reporting in 1983 and
1992. Although he is retiring, Charles is
not done telling stories. He plans to ex-
plore digital storytelling focusing on
the African-American community,
celebrating positive stories often miss-
ing in local and national broadcasts—
what a noble and necessary endeavor. I
am heartened that Charles will remain
an inspirational voice in the commu-
nity.

I want to congratulate Charles
Thomas on his distinguished career and
thank him for his outstanding service
to the people of Chicago. I especially
want to thank Charles’s wife, Maria,
and their three children for sharing so
much of their husband and father with
our community. I wish him and his
family all the best in their next chap-
ter.
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PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS
FROM SEXUAL ABUSE ACT

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, yes-
terday I introduced the Protecting
Young Victims from Sexual Abuse Act,
a bill to protect young athletes who
participate in the U.S. amateur ranks
from sexual abuse.

Before last summer’s Olympic Games
in Rio de Janeiro, the Indianapolis
Star published an investigative piece
that revealed that amateur gymnasts
were sexually abused in gyms all across
the country. No one knew how wide-
spread the problem was in that sport.

But throughout the investigation,
the Indianapolis Star tallied—after re-
viewing police files and court cases
across the country—368 gymnasts who
alleged they were sexually abused over
a 20-year time period.

Kids as young as 6 were secretly pho-

tographed in the nude by coaches.
Young athletes were molested by
coaches during ‘‘therapy” sessions.

Sexual predators spent countless hours
with children one-on-one and abused
them for years before anything was
done. These accounts were devastating.
And they were just the tip of the ice-
berg.

After reviewing this report, I, along
with my colleagues Senator LEAHY,
Senator BLUMENTHAL, and Senator
DONNELLY, wrote to USA Gymnastics
to urge the organization to do more to
protect their young athletes.

Specifically, we urged the organiza-
tion to update its policies and require
that all members—including coaches,
athletes, and others—immediately re-
port to law enforcement when there is
an incident of sexual abuse committed
against an athlete.

After we sent the letter, several sex-
ual abuse victims from California
reached out to my staff. They revealed
that they were abused by individuals
affiliated with USA Gymnastics. I told
my staff that I had to meet them.

Six brave women, who were each
abused as young gymnasts at various
points in their careers, then travelled
across the country to share their testi-
monies with me. Two athletes from an-
other sport who were sexually abused
also joined us. I will never forget their
faces that day. When I walked into the
room, I could sense the overwhelming
devastation wrought on their lives.

One by one, they shared their hopes
and dreams as young athletes. The
gymnasts talked about how, while pur-
suing future Olympic glory, they put
their complete faith in the USA Gym-
nastics infrastructure. They fully
trusted the coaches and doctors who
had the USA Gymnastics seal of ap-
proval. And it was in this environment
that they were sexually exploited by
those whom they trusted.

Several of the women had been
abused repeatedly—over the course of
months and years—by a USA Gym-
nastics team doctor named Larry
Nassar. Nassar is currently being pros-
ecuted for a number of horrific crimes
against children. One of those brave
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women was Jamie Dantzscher, a re-
tired gymnast who won the bronze
medal competing in the 2000 Olympics
in Sydney. Jamie told me how she
trained as a young girl in California.
When she was 13 years old, she was
thrilled to be invited to train with the
national USA Gymnastics team. It was
with the national team that Nassar
gained her trust. Nassar became her
“buddy,” in the midst of an intense
training environment. With USA Gym-
nastics backing him as a famous doctor
and trainer, Jamie felt that there was
absolutely no reason to believe Nassar
was not trustworthy.

So when Jamie went to see Nassar
for back pain, she was confused when
Nassar began to touch her in inappro-
priate places. She was 13 and 14 years
old. As she described the abuse to me
in graphic detail, the other women
around the room began to sob quietly.
The tactics that Nassar used were too
familiar to them.

And for the longest time, each of the
victims believed that their horrific ex-
periences were one-off events, that
they were isolated in their own subjec-
tive memories. But the sharing of their
stories—together in that room with me
and the others—affirmed to them that
what they had experienced was wrong.

One of the other gymnasts who
bravely shared her story with me was
Jeanette Antolin, who competed on the
national team in the late nineties.
Hailing from southern California, Jea-
nette shared how she was incredibly
fearful of ever saying anything about
the abuse committed against her be-
cause she believed she was being treat-
ed by a world-class doctor with USA
Gymnastics’ approval. As an aspiring
Olympian, she feared that if she com-
plained about anything, it would affect
her career.

The same fears had overcome Jessica
Howard, a rhythmic gymnast who was
15 years old when Nassar began abusing
her. She was sent to Nassar for hip
problems, and he told her that she
should not wear any underwear for her
treatment. At the time, she was con-
fused and afraid to say anything to
anyone. She believed she would be pre-
vented from pursuing her dreams if she
said anything.

I also met Doe Yamashiro from
southern California. Doe was sexually
abused by a 1984 Olympic Coach named
Don Peters. In the mid-1980s, Coach
Peters began fondling Doe and then
had sex with her. Doe told me and the
group of the pain and anguish she still
suffers from many years later. The
same pain and devastation was felt by
all of the young victims who were in
the room.

One of the common themes I heard
from their stories was not just the
predatory behavior of the perpetrators,
but also how the USA Gymnastics in-
stitution failed to protect them. One of
the women told me how she heard USA
Gymnastics officials say at one point
that it was their top priority to obtain
“medals and money’ and that a ‘‘rep-
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utation of a coach’ should not be tar-
nished by an allegation raised by a vic-
tim.

This shocked me, and as I dug deeper
into the USA Gymnastics institution,
which is considered a ‘‘national gov-
erning body’’ under Federal law and
oversees over 3,000 gymnasiums nation-
wide, I saw that their policies made it
harder for victims, rather than easier,
to report incidents of abuse. Their by-
laws stated, for example, that the only
way for a member athlete to ‘‘effec-
tively”” make a complaint about a
coach was through a signed, written
complaint.

Furthermore, USA Gymnastics’ pol-
icy indicated that the organization
“may’’ report sexual abuse to law en-
forcement authorities if a child’s safe-
ty was at risk, but it was not manda-
tory. It further stated that it complied
with State mandatory reporting laws,
but if a State law didn’t require any-
thing more, there was no other obliga-
tion to do anything else.

It is my strong belief that these ar-
cane policies left children wvulnerable
to the advances of sexual predators and
failed to protect them even when inci-
dents came to light. For example, in
reviewing USA Gymnastics’ history in
public accounts, there were multiple
instances where gymnastics coaches
were convicted of heinous child sex
crimes, years after USA Gymnastics
had received complaints about those
coaches. In other words, USA Gym-
nastics appears to have sat on reports
of sexual abuse for years, while preda-
tors continued to prey on children.

At the end of my meeting with the
survivors, I looked at each of them and
told them that I would work on legisla-
tion to protect other kids and amateur
athletes like them from sexual preda-
tors.

The legislation we have introduced
does three main things to help child
sex abuse survivors. It is a strong bi-
partisan bill, and I want to extend my
deepest thanks to those Members who
have worked with me on it, including
Senators COLLINS, GRASSLEY, DON-
NELLY, NELSON, BLUMENTHAL, FLAKE,
MCCASKILL, ERNST, KLOBUCHAR, SHA-
HEEN, WARREN, HARRIS, CORTEZ-MASTO,
RUBIO, and YOUNG.

The first thing the bill does is to
mandate that any person affiliated
with USA Gymnastics or other na-
tional governing bodies immediately
report child abuse, including sexual
abuse, to local or Federal law enforce-
ment. This requirement would apply
not only to USA Gymnastics, but to
each of the other 47 national governing
bodies that oversee various Olympic
sports, including USA Taekwondo,
USA Speed Skating, USA Swimming,
and USA Cycling. It is absolutely im-
perative that a bright line be drawn for
all those working with national gov-
erning bodies that, once there are facts
giving rise to suspect child or sex
abuse, a report must be made as soon
as possible to proper authorities. This
bill mandates that.
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