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W. Bush have set the precedent of using true
blind trusts, in which their holdings were
liquidated and placed in new investments un-
known to them by an independent trustee
who managed them free of familial bias;

Whereas the continued intermingling of
the business of the Trump Organization and
the work of government has the potential to
constitute the foreign corruption so feared
by the Founding Fathers and to betray the
trust of America’s citizens;

Whereas, on January 20, 2017, President
Trump swore an oath to preserve, protect,
and defend the Constitution of the United
States, the rights, privileges and limitations
of which are defined and guarded by the Fed-
eral judiciary of the United States; and

Whereas Congress has an institutional,
constitutional obligation to ensure that the
President of the United States does not vio-
late the Emoluments Clause of the Constitu-
tion, Federal law, or fundamental principles
of ethics, and is discharging the obligations
of office based on the national interest, not
based on personal interest: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) finds the promised actions outlined by
President Donald J. Trump at his January
11, 2017, press conference wholly inadequate
and insufficient to ensure compliance with
the Emoluments Clause of the United States
Constitution;

(2) calls upon President Trump to follow
the precedent established by prior Presidents
and convert his assets to simple, conflict-
free holdings, adopt blind trusts managed by
an independent trustee with no relationship
to Donald J. Trump or his businesses, or
take other equivalent measures;

(3) calls upon President Trump not to use
the powers or opportunities of his position as
President of the United States for any pur-
pose related to the Trump Organization; and

(4) regards, in the absence of express af-
firmative authorization by Congress, deal-
ings that Donald J. Trump, as President of
the United States, may have through his
companies with foreign governments or enti-
ties owned or controlled by foreign govern-
ments as potential violations of the Emolu-
ments Clause.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I have five
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate Thursday, March 2, 2017,
at 9:30 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 2, 2017, dur-
ing the first scheduled vote on the Sen-
ate floor, tentatively scheduled for 10
a.m., in S-216, the President’s Room of
the United States Capitol.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations

is authorized to meet during the ses-
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sion of the Senate on Thursday, March
2, 2017 at 10:30 a.m., to hold a hearing
entitled ‘‘Venezuela: Options for U.S.
Policy.”
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 115th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Thursday, March 2, 2017
at 2 p.m., in room SH-219 of the Senate
Hart Office Building to hold a closed
hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMUNICATIONS,

TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION AND THE INTERNET

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation’s Commu-
nications, Technology, Innovation and
the Internet Subcommittee is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, March
2, 2017, at 9:30 a.m., in room G50 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to hold
a hearing titled ‘‘Exploring the Value
of Spectrum to the U.S. Economy.”’

———

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
pursuant to the provisions of S. Res. 64,
adopted March 5, 2013, appoints the fol-
lowing Senators as members of the
Senate National Security Working
Group for the 115th Congress: JAMES
RiscH of Idaho (Republican Adminis-
trative Co-Chairman), THAD COCHRAN
of Mississippi (Republican Co-Chair-
man), LINDSEY GRAHAM of South Caro-
lina (Republican Co-Chairman), MARCO
RUBIO of Florida (Republican Co-Chair-
man), BoOB CORKER of Tennessee, JOHN
MCcCAIN of Arizona, ROy BLUNT of Mis-
souri, JAMES INHOFE of Oklahoma, and
BEN SASSE of Nebraska.

The Chair, on behalf of the President
pro tempore, and upon the rec-
ommendation of the majority leader,
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2761, appoints the
following Senator as chairman of the
Senate Delegation to the British-Amer-
ican Interparliamentary Group Con-
ference during the 115th Congress: the
Honorable THAD COCHRAN of Mis-
sissippi.

The Chair, on behalf of the Demo-
cratic leader, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Public Law 99-93, as amended
by Public Law 99-151, appoints the fol-
lowing Senators as members of the
United States Senate Caucus on Inter-
national Narcotics Control: the Honor-
able DIANNE FEINSTEIN of California,
the Honorable SHELDON WHITEHOUSE of
Rhode Island, and the Honorable HEIDI
HEITKAMP of North Dakota.

———
READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 79, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 79) designating March
2, 2017, as ‘‘Read Across America Day.”
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 79) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 80, submitted earlier

today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 80) designating March
3, 2017, as ‘“World Wildlife Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resollution.

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 80) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 6,
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 2 p.m., Monday, March 6;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and morning business be closed; fur-
ther, that following leader remarks,
the Senate resume consideration of
H.J. Res. 37; further, that the time
until 6 p.m. be equally divided in the
usual form; finally, that all debate
time on H.J. Res. 37 expire at 6 p.m.
Monday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MCCONNELL. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent that it
stand adjourned under the previous
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order, following the remarks of Sen-
ator KLOBUCHAR.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Minnesota.

———

CALLING FOR AN INDEPENDENT,
NONPARTISAN COMMISSION

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise today to express my deep concern
about this administration’s ties to the
country of Russia. We are just 3
months into the 115th Congress, and I
have come to the Senate floor multiple
times to discuss inappropriate contact
between Trump administration offi-
cials and the Russian Government.
This is truly unprecedented.

Our Constitution was set up to guar-
antee that our democracy would be free
of influence from foreign powers. For
months, U.S. intelligence agencies
have said that Russia used covert cyber
attacks, espionage, and propaganda to
try to undermine our democracy. Re-
ports show it, and the facts prove it. As
I learned from my trip at the end of the
year with Senator MCCAIN and Senator
GRAHAM to the Baltics, Georgia, and
Ukraine, this is not unique to our
country and our elections and our de-
mocracy. This is something that has
gone on for years—where Russia shut
down the internet in the little country
of Estonia simply because they had the
audacity to move a bronze statue to a
public square in Lithuania where they
invited members of the Ukrainian Par-
liament who were in exile from Crimea
in Kiev and invited them to Lithuania
to celebrate their 25th anniversary of
independence from Russia, and then
they attempted to hack into the com-
puters of the members of the Par-
liament in Lithuania.

As Senator MARCO RUBIO noted, this
is not just about one party or one can-
didate or even about one country; this
is an assault on democracies across the
world. Last month, we learned that the
very day President Obama imposed
sanctions on Russia, with unprece-
dented attacks on our democracy, Gen-
eral Flynn, a member of the Trump
transition team, spoke to a senior Rus-
sian official regarding those sanctions.
The National Security Adviser, the
person charged with the most sensitive
matters of U.S. national security, then
misled the Vice President of the United
States and then, in turn, the American
people. He resigned, as did the former
chairman of the Trump campaign; he
resigned.

Now we have learned that Attorney
General Sessions met with the Russian
Ambassador. Fine, Members meet with
Ambassadors; we know that happens.
But in fact, he met with the Russian
Ambassador only 3 days after then-
President Obama was at the G20 Sum-
mit. He was at the G20 Summit, and he
met with Vladimir Putin himself. He
told him to stop the cyber attacks, but
he also told him that America was not
going to back down from the sanctions.
In fact, President Obama told the
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whole world that day in a press con-
ference that we were not going to roll
over and back down on the sanctions
imposed against Russia because of
their illegal invasion of Ukraine.

What happened 3 days later? Then-
Senator Sessions, now our Attorney
General, in fact, met with the Russian
Ambassador.

Senator Sessions was then asked
about contacts with the Russians from
Trump officials during his hearing. I
was there. I serve on the Judiciary
Committee. Senator FRANKEN posed
some of those questions, in addition to
Senator LEAHY, who has noted that, at
best, the answer was misleading.

That is why I feel so strongly that a
press conference today is not enough
and that Senator Sessions must come
before the Judiciary Committee and
answer under oath the questions that
we now have.

What are those questions?

What was actually said at the meet-
ing? Were sanctions discussed? Remem-
ber, 3 days—this meeting occurred 3
days after President Obama had said he
would not roll back the sanctions.
Were the sanctions discussed? Why did
the Russian Ambassador, by the way,
not meet with many other Members
that day? We may not have a full ac-
counting, but it appears that many of
the Armed Services Committee mem-
bers did not meet with the Russian
Ambassador that day.

No. 2, what were the discussions with
the Trump administration, then-cam-
paign officials back in September, be-
fore that meeting occurred between
Senator Sessions and the Russian Am-
bassador? What were the discussions
leading into it? What were the discus-
sions after the meeting? Those are
things we truly need to know.

For weeks, Senator Sessions could
have corrected the record—for weeks,
during the time in which this Russian
issue and the contact with the Trump
administration were discussed thor-
oughly. For weeks, I have been calling
on Senator Sessions, now Attorney
General Sessions, to recuse himself
from any investigation into Russia.

There are clear Department of Jus-
tice guidelines about conflicts of inter-
est, and, as I have said for weeks, when
you read those rules, there is a clear
conflict of interest. Today, Attorney
General Sessions agreed to a partial
recusal. He recused himself on the part
of the investigation that relates to the
Presidential campaign. Well, the Amer-
ican people deserve a full recusal.

Think about it. The meeting between
General Flynn and the Russian Ambas-
sador took place after the campaign
ended. The meeting that we just
learned about today between the Presi-
dent’s son-in-law and Russian officials
happened after the campaign ended. We
need a full recusal and an independent
counsel to manage the investigation of
contacts between the Russian Govern-
ment, the Trump campaign, and the
Trump administration.

I believe, as I have noted earlier, that
Attorney General Sessions must come
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before the Senate Judiciary Committee
under oath and answer these questions:

Were sanctions discussed? What were
his discussions leading into that meet-
ing with the Russian Ambassador?
What were the discussions afterwards?
And I am sure my other colleagues on
the Judiciary Committee have many,
many other questions.

I know when I asked about Russia at
Senator Sessions’ nomination hearing,
I asked him very specifically if he had
any reason to doubt the evidence put
forward by our 17 intelligence agencies
that there had, in fact, been an at-
tempt by a foreign government, the
country of Russia, to influence our
election. He said he had no reason to
doubt those findings. He had no reason
to doubt those findings, so he clearly
understood when you read that report
how important this is—the $200 million
spent in propaganda by Russian TV, as
well as the hacking, as well as the at-
tempts to influence the election.

So we have these facts. We know that
meeting took place just 3 days after
the President, our then-President
Obama, met with Vladimir Putin at
the G20 Summit. We know that is a
time when Putin was told by the Presi-
dent of the United States to stop un-
dermining the U.S. election system
with cyber attacks. This was back in
September before the election even oc-
curred. We saw Paul Manafort resign
from the campaign over Russia. We saw
General Flynn step down over his con-
tacts with the Russian Ambassador,
and then we have that meeting. To me
this seems like a pattern, and I want to
not only see the facts through the in-
vestigations that are ongoing but also
hear from the Attorney General him-
self.

That is why I am calling for the De-
partment of Justice inspector general
to investigate the actions of the Attor-
ney General and whether the ongoing
investigation into the Trump campaign
and administration contacts with the
Russian Government has been com-
promised in any way.

We know that Russia attempted to
interfere with our election. Russia
tries to undermine our democracy.
This is not fake news. This is as real as
it gets.

Aides and surrogates of this adminis-
tration during the campaign and the
transition were in contact with offi-
cials from a foreign government that
was actively working to bring our de-
mocracy down. They were actively
working to influence our elections. As
Senator RUBIO has noted, one time it is
one candidate and one political party,
and the next time it will be the other
candidate and the other political party,
unless we all come together in a bipar-
tisan fashion to get to the bottom of
the facts.

So how do we do that beyond the
recusal and the independent counsel
and having Senator Sessions come
back before the Judiciary Committee
to thoroughly answer my questions and
the questions of my colleagues? Well,
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